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PREFACE. 


Some explanation of tlie contents of tliis Volume seems 
necessary, because many of tlic public documents in it 
arc of rather a different description from those that pre- 
ceded them, and Loud Nelson^s private correspondence 
was partly with different persons, and on different sub- 
jects from liis former Letters. Tliougli equally illustra- 
tive of bis character, occasionally treating of important 
topics, and forming valuable materials for Naval, and 
sometimes for General History, tliey have not the vivid 
interest of either his previous or his subsequent cor- 
respondence, being Avritten Avhile he was on half-pay, or 
during the monotony of a blockade. They exhibit Nelson, 
hoAvever, in a new position; and the admiration which 
AVas bestoAved on his matchless exploits, will now be 
given to the Avonderful energy and zeal Avhich he dis- 
played as Commaiider-in-Chief in the Mediterranean; 
and the Public will learn for the first time, Avliat were 
the multiplied duties of an Officer holding that most 
important post. 

The period over which this portion of Nelson^s Dis- 
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patches and Letters extend, is from tlie 1st of January 
1802, to the 30th of April 1804. At the commence- 
ment of 1802, though still commanding the Squadron 
for the defence of tlie English Coast, Lord Nelson 
was on leave of absence, and resided at Merton. On the 
lOtli of April 1803, he was permitted to strike liis flag; 
and lie remained on sliore during the Feace of Amiens, 
about twelve months, llis correspondence while on half- 
pay, was not very extensive; and the most remarkable 
Letters are those to the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London, 
again expressing his dissatisfaction with the conduct of 
tlie City, respecting the Battle of Copenhagen; and to 
Mr. Addington, the rrime Minister, urging the inade- 
quacy of llis income to support his rank, and the unfair- 
ness of llis pension being limited to £2000 per annum, 
he having, besides Ids other services, gained two Battles, 
while Lords St. Vincent and Duncan, wlio had fought 
only one, had each a pension of £3000. But his pension 
was never increased. 

llis mind, while on shore, was as fully devoted to the 
service of his Country, as Avhen commanding her Fleets ; 
and there are several remarkable manifestations at tliis 
time, of his attention to his profession. During a tour 
into Wales, being struck Avith the value of the Forest 
of Dean in supplying timber for the Navy, he submitted 
his observations to Mr. Addington, and it is believed 
that his suggestions Avere adopted. In December 1802, 
he di*ew up a paper on the Island of Malta; and he 
soon after sent to the Earl of St. Vincent, then First 
Lord of tlie Admiralty, a Plan for manning the Navy. 
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III tlie first Parliament after the Union, he seconded 
the Address; he spoke, on several occasions, in 1802, in 
the House of Lords, on professional subjects, particularly 
on the Bill for an Inquiry into Naval Abuses; and he 
afterwards gave his evidence before the Coniinissioners 
appointed to investigate tliat subject, respecting the 
misapplication of Prize money by Prize agents. 

On the renewal of hostilities with France, Lord 
Nelson was selected for the command in the Mediterra- 
nean ; and he lioistcd his flag in the Victory, at Spit- 
head, on . the 18th of May 1803. The supposed neces- 
sity of reinforcing Admiral- Cornwallis’s Squadron off 
IJshant with that Ship (wliich was only given to Nelson 
after some remonstrances on his part, and he had said, 
with wounded pride, “ I trust I can take a French 
Admiral as well as any of them”) exposed him to the 
annoyance of removing at sea into the Amphion frigate, 
wliich conveyed him to Malta, and thence, on the 8th of 
July, to his Squadron off Toulon. 

llis public correspondence in the Mediterranean, was 
chiefly. with Sir John Acton and Mr. Hugh Elliot (Bri- 
tish Minister at Naples, and a brother of Lord Minto, 
who had sailed from England witli Lord Nelson) on the 
state of Naples and Sicily, and particularly as to the 
safety of the lloyal Family, an object always iqiper- 
most in his thoughts ; with the Turkish Government, 
the Barbary Powers, the British Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, and with our Minister at the Court of the 
King of Sardinia; with the Secretary for the War 
Department, on the affairs of the various States in 
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the Mediterranean; with the Admiralty, on matters 
connected with his Squadron; with the Officers of the 
Dockyards at Malta and Gibraltar, the Storekeepers at 
those places, and the Vice-consuls at Barcelona and 
Rosas, about maUtriel and provisions for the Fleet, 
especially with the view of promoting the health and 
comfort of the Crews ; and with various Officers, for the 
protection of our Trade, in appointing the necessary 
Convoys, &c. 

It would be difficult to select any of these Letters as 
more interesting or more important than tlic rest; since 
they all beai* in a greater or less degree upon each other, 
and must be read in connexion, to be properly understood 
and appreciated. The paper which he sent to Mr. 
Addington in June, 1803, containing his views respect- 
ing Gibraltar, Algiers, Malta, Sicily, Sardinia, Rome, 
Tuscany, Genoa, and the Morea, was so able as to obtain 
the marked approbation of the Government, accompanied 
by a request that he would in future direct his ob- 
servations on Political subjects at once to the Secretary 
of State for tlie War Dej)artmcnt. 

In Loud Nelson's opinion, it was of the utmost im- 
portance that Great Britain should obtain a cession of 
Sardinia ; and the soundness of that opinion, which he 
repeated over and over again to every person of the 
least Political inlluence, is not likely to be disputed by 
any one who remembers the central position of that 
Island, its admirable liarbours, and the necessity of 
watching the Enemy's Squadron at Toulon. 

Ilis l^etters to the Dey of Algiers, and his instructions 



PREFACE. 


vii 

to Captain Keats Avlien that Officer was sent to (leiiiand 
satisfaction for tlic Oey^s treatment of the British Consul, 
and for other insults to this Country, as well as the 
prudence with which he ])r()posed to defer retaliating, 
until he could strike an (ffiective blow, are very 
characteristic. 

Lord Nelson’s private Letters are mostly to the Duke 
ol‘ Clarence, the Earl of St. Vincent, Mr. Addington, 
Lord Minto, Admiral Lord Kadstock, Mr. Hugh Elliot, 
Mr. Eose, Sir Alexander ILill, General Villettes, 
Mr. Davison, his brothei* Dr. Nelson, Lady Hamilton, 
and his daughter, now Mrs. Horatia Nelson Ward. No 
])art of the Editor’s task was so difficult as to decide 
upon the course which he ought to follow with respect 
to the Letters to Lady Hamilton. It was his original 
intention to omit those Letters* altogetlufr; but this was 
found inexpedient, because, after the separation from 
Lady Nelson, they describe Nelson’s private feelings 
more fully and more naturally than any ol' his otlier 
Letters. It was, however, impossible to reprint those Let- 
ters exactly as they occur, on account of some personal 
and other objectionable allusions in them ; and still more, 
because it would not have been proper, under any cir- 
cumstances, to republish coarse and otfensive expressions, 
without being sure that they exist in the originals. lie 
has, therefore, printed every part of the Letters in (piestion 
except paragraphs, or entire Letters of that description, 
and except those terms of endearment and affection, 
which that person ought not to have called forth. 
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It may be riglit to auticii)ute the objection tiiat many 
of the Letters in this Volume are on small details, while 
some are little mon; than acknowledgments of Orders 
from the Admiralty. These Letters have been selected 
from numerous others of a similar kind; and the reason 
lor printing them, is that the one class exhibits Nei.SOn’s 
extraordinary attention to everything connected with 
his Squadron, and affords to unprofessional readers an 
idea, not only of his zeal, but of the manner in which 
Ships of War are governed and regulated ; while the 
other class shows the duties he was directed to perfoian, 
and explains many of his sulxsequent Letters and j)r.o- 
ceedings. 

The “ Orders ” to his Captains, which often exhibit 
the sagacity and vigour of his mind, arc, it is submitted, 
necessary for the comprehension of his plans, as mani- 
fested in the disposition of his Squadron. The “ Order- 
Book” of the Duke of Wellington hfis properly been 
published ; and if selections from the “ Orders” of Nf.l- 
SON had not been inserted, this collection would have 
been Imperfect. 

Two more Volumes will complete the Work, which luis 
unavoidably been extended beyond the original design, in 
consequence of the unexpected accession of materials. 


1st Decmber, 1845. 
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1804, continued. 


To J. B. Gibert, Esq. . . 
To Edward Gayner, Esq. 

To Sir John Acton, Bart. 

To the respective Captains . 

To 

Directions for Leghorn Hoads 
To Captain Sotheron . . . 

To Kichard Ford, Esq. . . 
To William Marsden, Esq. , 


At Sea, 26th April 
At Sea, 26th April 
. . . 26th April 

At Sea, 28th April 
... [No date] 


At Sea, 28th April 
*At Sea, 28th April 
At Sea, 29th April 
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ANALYSIS 


or THE 

LIFE OF NELSON, 

FROM JANUARY 1802 TO APRIL 1804. 


1802- f Vice-Admiral of the Blue, Commanding 

— January Ist J in Chief a Squadron employed between 

to ] Orfordncss and Beachy Head ; but on 

— April 9th ^ leave, and residing at Merton, in Surrey. 

— — 10th Struck his Flag. 

On half-pay. In July and August 1802, he 
made a tour into Wales, and returned to 
Merton early in September 1802, On the 
Iftnq M I 23rd of November, 1802, he seconded the 

lOUJ. may loin j Address in the House of Lords, in the first 

Parliament after the Union. 

— — 16th ....Appointed Commander - in - Cihef in the 

Mediterranean . 

— - — 18th Hoisted his Flag on board IL M. Ship 

Captain Samuel Sutton, at Spithcad. 

*— — 20th Sailed from Spithead in company with the 

Ampkiorif Captain Thomas Masterman 
Hardy. 

— , — 21st Off the Start, captured a Dutch Merchant 

Ship. 

— • — 23rd OffUshant. Shifted his Flag to the viwyi/tio/?, 

and proceeded in her to the Mediterranean. 

— June 3rd Arrived at Gibraltar. 

— — 4th Sailed from Gibraltar. 

— — 15th Arrived at Malta. 

— . — l7th Sailed from Malta. 

— — ]9th OffMessjiia. 

— — 25 th ......Off Capri, in the Bay of Naples. 
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YEAR. MONTH. 


FACTS. 


1804, continued Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 


— July 1st Off Monte Christo. 

— — 8th Joined the Fleet, consisting of nine Sail of 

thd Line, one Frigate, and one Sloop, off 
Toulon. 

The Victory having joined the Fleet, he 

again hoisted his Flag on board that Ship, 

October 30th taking with him Captain Hardy. 

Off Toulon. 

— — 31st Anchored at the Madalena Islands, Sardinia, 

with the Squadron. 

— November 10th Sailed from the Madalena Islands. 

T. . ‘1 |...Oflr Toulon. 

— December 9th 3 

— — 10th Anchored with the Fleet in the Gulf of Palma, 

on the South side of Sardinia 

— — 19th Sailed from Palma. 

M„1 

— — 24th Anchored at the Madalena Islands. 

1804. January 4th ....Sailed from the Madalena Islands with the 


Squadron. 


— — 17th 

to t ...Off Algiers. 

— — 19th J 

— — 22nd Off Toulon. 

— — 26th Anchored at the Madalena Islands with the 

Squadron. 

— February 1st Sailed from the Madalena Islands with the 

Squadron, 

— — 8th Anchored at the Madalena Islands. 

— — 19th Sailed with the Squadron from the Madalena 

Islands. 


> ...Off Toulon. 
March 23rd ) 


— — 24th 

— April 3rd 

to 

— — 30th 


....Anchored with the Squadron at the Madalena 
Islands. 

...Sailed from the Madalena Islands. 

...Off Toulon. On the 23rd of April, he tvm pro- 
moted to be a Vice-Admiral of the 
White. 
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1802— iET. 43. 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, U.M. SHIP AMAZON. 


[Antograj^li, in tlie possession of Cnptain Ives Sutton.] 


Mevlon, .Tanunvy Otli, 11^0*4. 

My dear Sutton, 

I send you the order, but I do not think it will be useful to 
the men. I feel much obliged for Captain Owen’s kind offer 
about Connor, and if he is employed I shall gladly accept his 
offer ; but I see so little of any of the Admiralty people, and 
they tell me nothing, that I am as ignorant of any arrangements 
as you can possibly conceive. I cannot get my discharge. I 
asked yesterday : my answer was, ^ No person of any rank is to 
be discharged.’ It is very cold, even here, and I have been laid 
up with swelled face. Yesterday, I went to London for two 
hours, the first time for a month. T can readily conceive your 
desire to be paid off, and, from the little I hear, it cannot be 
long. Remember us kindly to the Lutwidges, Commodore 
Sutton, and all our friends about you. Say, in your next, how 
poor Langford is. Bedford has been very ill, and I fear cannot 
yet venture out, for we asked him to come and see us. As pro- 
bably I shall not return to Deal, I think I may venture to have 
my papeys and cot sent to London ; therefore, I will request 
you to send them by the waggon directed to 23 Piccadilly, and 
tell me when they are sent. I trust you will forgive my 
giving you all this trouble, and believe me ever, my dear 
Sutton, your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


We all join in wishing you every happiness in the present 
year. 

VOL. V. B 
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TO JOILV JULIUS ANGERSTEIN, ESQ., CHAIRMAN OF THE 
COMMriTEE OF THE PATRIOTIC FUND. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

My dear Sir, Merton, January 15tli, 1802. 

I will send to the Medusa directly for a Hcturn of Wounded : 
they must have been near forty. We are all obliged by 3"our 
humane attention to us Seamen, and none more than, my dear 
Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II.M. SHIP AMAZON. 


[Autograiih, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 


Merton, January 15th, 1802. 


My dear Sutton, 

Many thanks for the trouble you have taken with my 
things. You may rely that I will write to either the Board 
or some one of the Members, if that is the best mode of ob- 
taining success for Mr. Caie, youv Surgeon. We are sorry 
that anything should disturb the comfort of our good friends 
the Lutwidges, but we hope sincerely it will end well. But 
it can answer no good end their fretting for the unhappy 
young man.^ The story I never heard, but suppose he has 
killed some other young man : if so, many have done so 
before him. I saw Lord St. Vincent yesterday ; he looked 
very ill and much altered for the worse. Keraember me 
kindly to the Commodore, and the good Admiral and Mrs. 
Lutwidge, in which cordially joins this party with, dear Sutton, 
your much obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


• Lieutenant Heury Thomas Lutwidge, of the Resistance, nephew of Admiral 
Skeffiugtou 1 iUtwidge, was supposed to have caused the death of a drunken seaman, in 
Jainmry 18l);i, by striking him with the tiller of the launch, to compel him to give 
lip the our which he was iueapuble of using. The blow, intended for the arm, fell on 
liis btuid, and the man died the next morning. Though there were strong reasons 
for believing that his death was produced by apoplexy, a Jury returned a verdict of 
wilftil murder, and Mr. Lutwidge was tried at the Assizes at Winchester, on the 13th 
of March. Being found guilty of manslaughter, he was sentenced to pay a fine of 
£100, and to three months' imprisonment. The particulars are fully given in the 
Naval Chronicle , vol. vii. p. 25.2. He became a Retii’ed Commander in November 
1830. 
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TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autogi’aph, in tlie possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Merton, January Slst, 1802. 

My dear Sutton, 

Doctor Harness‘d assures me in writing, that Mr. Caie shall 
be employed whenever the Amazon is paid off : therefore, 
whenever that takes place, he may present himself to Dr. II. ; 
Langford, poor fellow ! is with us : I much fear he is still far 
from well. Lord St. Vincent went into Essex on Sunday to 
avoid the Birth-day, and I believe is not yet returned to 
London, although only fifty minutes drive. I cannot yet ob- 
tain my discharge. Make oiir kindest regards to the Lutwidges 
and all friends, and believe me ever, my dear Sutton, your 
obliged and attached. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

What a gale I 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograpli, in the Sidmoutli Papers.] 

My dear Sir, Merton, .lamiary n 1st, 1802. 

I received yesterday from Lord Elgin the Letters and Rib- 
bon sent herewith, and I have to request that you will have 
the goodness to lay them before the King, in order that I 
may know his Royal pleasure as to wearing the Ribbon. 
This mark of regard from the Sultan has made a strong 
impression on my mind, as it appears that the Battle of 
Copenhagen has been the cause of this new Decoration from 
the Porte. 

If his Majesty should from regard to the Sultan, or honour 
to me, intend to place the Ribbon on me, I am ready to attend 
His cominands ; but I own, my dear Sir, that great as this 
honour would be, that it would have its alloy, if I cannot at 
the same time wear the Medal for the Battle of Copenhagen, 
the greatest and most honourable reward in the power of our 
Sovereign to bestow, as it marks the personal services of, my 
dear Sir, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

• Vide vol. i. p. 4' 3. 

B 2 
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TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Merton, February Oth, 180J2. 

I bog you will thank Captain Cochrane for his advice about 
the thrashing machine, which I will most certainly send out. 
I have had very good accounts from Bronte. I wish you 
were all paid off, but that cannot be done till the Definitive 
Treaty, which I fancy will not be long. The weather has 
been very severe. I saw Lord St. Vincent yesterday; he 
looks very unwell. The history of Medals for Copenhagen 
he has promised me shall be brought before the Cabinet 
Council. The Grand Signior has sent me a Red ribbon and 
Medal for the Battle of Cojienhagen, with a very flattering 
letter. All here join in every good wish with your ever 
obliged. Nelson and Bronte. 

Best regards to the good Admiral, and Mrs. Lutwidge, and 
the Commodore. 

TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Aulograpli, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Morton, February 9tlj, iHOi. 

My dear Sutton, 

As Allen,^ iny servant, leaves me to-morrow, I wish him to 
be discharged from the Amazon. I believe it can be done by 
ticket, so that he can go and get his wages. Was he dis- 
charged from Medusa with his original entry ? I send 
Doctor ll.’s note, which you may give Mr. Caie. All here 
join in best regards with, dear Sutton, your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOHN JULIUS ANGERSTEIN, ESQ. 

[ From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, February 17tli, 1802. 

My dear Sir, 

Captain Johnson,^ promoted for the Battle of Copenhagen, 
was in that Action Lieutenant of the Edgar, and lost his left 


* Vide vol. i. p. xxv. 

* Captain Joshua Johnson: ho <Ued a Commander, about 1831. 
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arm. lie has tlxereforc requested of me a letter to you, in 
order that he may receive the proportion of the subscription 
set apart for him. Captain Johnson is also a very excellent 
Officer, and a good man. In nine days from the loss of his 
arm, he did his duty again as First Lieutenant of the Ship. 
Such spirit in the Service is never to be overcome. Believe 
me, my dear Sir, your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR THOMAS TUOUBRIDGE, BART., ADJMIRALTY. 


[Autograph, iu the possession of Colonel Davison.] 


Merton, Febnioiy ITtli, 1802. 


My dear Troubritlgc, 

I doubt much if all the Admirals and Captains will sub- 
scribe to poor dear Miller’s monument; but I have told 
Davison, that whatever is wanted to make up the sum, I shall 
pay. I thought of Lord St. Vincent and myself paying £60 
each ; some other Admirals may give something, and I thought 
about £12 each for the Captains who have served with him 
in the Actions of Cape St. Vincent and the Nile, would about 
do the business; for if we desire too much, it will not do. 
The spirit of liberality seems declining ; but when I forget 
an old and dear friend, may I cease to be your affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


To CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY. 

[From a Copy in the Nchoii Papers.] 

Merton, February 18th, 1802. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

You 'arc perfectly right that I have not the smallest interest 
at the Admiralty, to get poor Mr. Hooper*'^ confirmed; I re- 
member him very well. Why Mr. Davis is not confirmed, 1 
cannot comprehend, as it was his name I gave to Admiral 
Pole ; but I can do nothing. Lord St. Vincent once told me 
all the Baltic promotions should be confirmed. I think it 

* Apparently Lieutenant William Read Hooper, who obtained that rank in 1802j 
and died about 1801). 
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very hard to keep you at Yarmouth, but nothing is to be said, 
for who can know anything but the Board of Admiralty? 
The time was, the present Lords did not think the Admiralty 
infallible in their judgments. Sir William and Lady Hamil- 
ton join in every good wish for your speedy release, with, 
my dear Sir Edward, your most sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg my best respects to Admiral Dickson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmoiith Papers.] 

Merton, February 23r(l, 180Ji. 

My dear Sir, 

I was happy to sec by the Papers of this day, that Miss 
Addington was better, and I assure you I can readily conceive 
the anguish of a parent for the fear of losing a beloved child, 
and beg that no thought of anything on my account may 
agitate or intrude itself on your mind. Your brother® will tell 
you of what passed between him and me the other day ; but 
I know your friendship, and want no intervening person, be 
his rank ever so high. When I feel that the honours of 
others arc entrusted to me, then I am as firm as a rock ; any 
inattentions or mortifications to myself, I can and do bear 
with, I trust, becoming humility. I am, in a word, truly sen- 
sible of . all your friendship for me. I send you a letter I 
received on Saturday ; it is not necessary to show it to the 
King, but as really a matter of curiosity, he may like to read 
it. If I can judge of the feelings of others by myself, there 
can be no Honours bestowed upon me by Foreigners, that do 
not reflect ten times on our Sovereign and Country. Believe 
me, my dear Sir, with every kind and good wish for yourself 
and family, your much obliged and faithful, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


• Tho Right Honourable John Hiley Addington: he died in June 1818. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADIMIRALTY. 

[From a Copy in (be Admiralty.] 

Merton, February 24;tli, ISlU. 

Sir, 

My Agents having acquainted me that my name is not on 
the Half-pay list from July to January 1800, I have to re- 
quest that you will state to their Lordships, that I having, 
through Lord Keith, obtained their Lordships’ permission to 
return home, by either sea or land, for the benefit of my 
health, which had been very much shattered by my exertions 
in the Mediterranean, I therefore left the Fleet, the 13th July, 
and arrived at Yarmouth, November 6th, when finding my 
health very much improved by the journey overland, I offered 
my services, which were accepted ; and as soon as the San Josef 
was commissioned, I was directed to proceed to Plymouth, and 
lioist my Flag on board her : I have therefore to request that 
either whole or half-i)ay may be ordered me. I am. Sir, your 
most obedient servant, Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LIEUTENANT LAYMAN.^ 

[From Mursball’s “ Naval Biography,” vol. iii. p. .‘324.] 

Merton, Surrey, March 1st, 180‘-2. 

My dear Sir, 

I have been favoured with your letter, requesting I would 
state the nature of the services you had been employed in 
from the St. George. That you were always ready to go on 
every service, I am sure ; for the only favour you ever asked of 
me, was to be sent on all services of danger and difficulties ; 
and I always understood you acquitted yourself as an able 
Officer and Seaman. You were in the Isis at the Battle of 
Copenhagen, and Captain Walker gave me a high character 
of the conduct of the Officers and men of the St. George. 
Believe me to be fully sensible of all your merits ; and I have 
no scruple in saying, that if your interest does not get you 
promoted, at any future time when I may be employed, I 
shall be happy in receiving you, for I am your sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

' Afterwards a Commander: he will be fre(inently mentioned. 
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TO CAPTAIN SUITON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Merton, March 8th, 18()-.2. 

I do not believe that there will be a War, but if there is, 
nothing shall be wanting on my part to have you with me, 
should I be employed ; but I own my interest at the Admi- 
ralty is not very great, and very few situations in which I 
could be employed, can offer. But be assured, if I am ein- 
]iloyed, that you shall, if in my power, assuredly be with me, 
for I am, dear Sutton, truly your attached friend, and much 
obliged. Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire their best regards, 
and give all ours to Admiral and Mrs. Lutwidge. 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Merton, Mareli, 180‘J. 

Mr. Toolcy® is to be made a Lieutenant, whenever promo- 
tion takes place. Why he was discharged from the St. Albans 
is not very clear; but it appears, from his own account, not 
very criminal. If you sec no objection, can you enter him in 
the Amazon as anything, acting or Mid. ? lie is recom- 
mended by Mr. William Perry,® late a Surgeon in the Navy, 
and an old Ship and Messmate of Commodore Sutton. I have 
wrote you this day. Ever yours most truly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

ro J’HK RIGHT HONOURABLE HEMIV ADDINGTON. 

[ Autograph, iu tlio Siilniouth Tapers. Ou the 20th of March 1H02, Lord Nelson 
Was stated in the “London Oa/.ette” to have obtained His IMojesty’s permission to 
accept and wear the Order of the Crescent.] 

INfy dear Sir, -'L Piccadilly, AlaiTh 2r)th, 1802. 

I send you a letter which I received last night from the 
true daughter of Maria Theresa, and also one which Lady 
Hamilton received ; they will serve to show you her Majesty’s 
great soul, and that she secs things in their true point of view. 

" Vide vol. iv. p. : he was drowned in Novetiiher 1808, coming on shore 
from Spithead, being then a Lieutenant, and Agent for Transports. 

® Vide vol. iv. p. ''(•M. 
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I did not fail to tell her, in your own words, that your atten- 
tion to the interests of the King of Naples had occasioned 
much difficulty in the arrangement of the ])efinitivc Treaty ; 
and I never fail to express what is true, that ^ou are truly 
sensible of the loyalty of the King of Naples in their attach- 
ment to this Country. Ever, my dear Sir, your attached. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Lady Hamilton allows me also a letter of February 6th, 
which speaks so fully that I wish you to read it with attention. 
She is a Monarch deserving of all our regards and services. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

My dear Davison, Merton, .‘lOtb March, 18()J2. 

I send you a letter from my Father. You will see his 
statement of his money in the Funds, or rather, which he has 
a right to receive interest for during his life, I was in the 
House last night, and voted for the payment of the Civil List, 
that you might get paid the e?iormous sum of £152 18s. lOfl.l 
Lord Moira’s sentiments I admired most exceedingly, and 
hope that the Public will be made to understand better the 
Civil List, and not to fancy that oil goes into the King’s 
pocket. Lord Moira said enough to suggest a plan of the 
sort, very simple. So far from the King having given away 
too much, I think he has been by far too parsimonious. 
On Thursday I shall see you. Ever, rny dear Davison, your 
obliged. Nelson and Bronte. 

1'0 CAPTAIN FYEUS,* ROYAL ARTlLLEU^^ 

[From While’s “ Jafe of Nelson,” p. 

JlVty dear Sir, JMcrtou, April Hlh, I80»’l. 

Colonel Suckling has just told me that he has the pleasure 
of knowing you, and that you had given him reason to believe 
that you intended favouring me with a visit before your 
going into Scotland. My relation also tells me, that he has 
seen a proof print of your drawing of the Danish Line, which 

* Captain Peter Eyers. An account of the services of this OfTicor, (now a 
Major-General, and a Companion of the Bath,) who was w’ounded in the attack on 
tlie Flotilla at Boulogne, and served at Copenhagen, is given in White’s “ Life of 
Nelson.” p. 210. 



10 


LETTERS. 


[ 1802 . 


we are all very anxious should come out. It can give offence 
to no party. Sir Hyde, Fremantle, Colonel Stewart, Doyle, &c., 
are all inquiring why it is not out. Therefore, I have to request 
you will be so good as to tell me who your engraver is, and 
also the name and abode of your friend who has the manage- 
ment of the Print. It will, I am sure, do well. I am glad to 
hear you suffer no inconvenience from the wound in your 
thigh. You would regret sincerely the loss of poor Parker. 
Langford, I am fearful, will lose his leg. He is still confined 
by bones continually coming away. With every good wish, 
believe me, my dear Sir, your much obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Merton, April loth, 

I have this moment received an order to strike my Flag, 
and come on shore, I hope soon you will be at liberty, and 
nobody will be happier to see you than your friends at Merton. 
I suppose I must be discharged this day with my retinue. I 
am very anxious to keep Charles* afloat, and I wish you would 
turn your eyes round to any Ship that is to be kept in com- 
mission — if going abroad the better, and a good man who will 
do justice by the lad. But few, very few, will take that care 
of him which you have been good enough to do, and for 
which we are most truly thankful ; and believe me ever your 
much obliged. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SUCKLING. 

[Troin “ The Atheiificum.”] 

M}' dear Suckling, ^^02. 

Many thanks for your kind present of oysters. I yesterday 
saw Colonel Yorke,^ and he has promised me that he will take 
the first opportunity of removing you into a permanent and 
better situation. I left a memorandum with him, that Norwich 
would be most desirable after Chatham ; but he really seemed 
disposed to do everything which we can desire. Ever yours 
faithfully. Nelson and Bronte* 

* Charles Connor. 

• The Right Ilonourablo CharloK Yorke, then Secretary at War, aftei'waj'ds First 
Lord of the Admiralty. 
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TO JOHN M‘ARTHUR, ESQ, 

[Original, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Mertoji, April JiOrd, 180*2. 

My dear Sir, 

I am very sorry that you could not meet us at Cockbum’s* 
next Tuesday, as I was in hopes that everything relative to 
our Vado prize-money could have been settled. The amount 
of the Corn-ship, and the other, a Corn-vessel, was, when I 
was in England, latter end of ’97, or beginning of ’98, brought 
into the funds in our names. Has Marsh and Creed had the 
receiving the dividends, or have you received ? Be so good 
as to send me a line here, that I may get it on Monday, or I 
shall not be able to open my mouth to much purpose. You 
are right, the Corn-vessel was taken by Agamemnon alone ; 
but Cockburn, and I fancy some others, share for her — the 
other was taken by Southampton : her nett amount, £923 
sterling, as my head tells me, for I am at this moment writing 
from memory. The Corn-ship was £100 nett. Write all you 
know on these subjects. I beg my best regards to Mr. Hood, 
and believe me, my dear Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOHN MCARTHUR, ESQ. 

[Original, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Merton, April 28th, 1802. 

My dear Sir, 

I should have answered yom’ letter sooner, but for the event 
of the death of my dear Father.* I had thought that the money 
was done something with in our joint names. I had always 
told Cockburn and others concerned so ; but your accounts, 
of course, will put that matter right. I saw Cockburn yester- 
day ; but we could do nothing, as you had not sent mo the 
account how much the amount of the St. Antonio de Padua 
amounted to, and how much the other. Pray let me have it 
as soon as possible with the particulars, that a distribution 

* Captain, now the Right Hon. Sir George Cockburn, G.C.B., so often mentioned. 

* The Reverend Edmund Nelson died at Bath on the 20lh of April 1803, in liis 
seventy-ninth year- 
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may take place. I beg my best respects to Mr. Hood ; and 
believe me, dear Sir, most faithfully yours, 

Nef^son and Bronte. 

I have been, and am very unwell, and these Prize concerns 
torment me ; for they will think I have been using the money. 
Write me what you know. 


TO SIR BROOKE BOOTIIBV, BART. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, Siir)‘ey,May 1st, 180:2. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel very much flattered by your kind remembrance of our 
truly pleasant party at Hamburgh, and I can assure you that 
it would give Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and myself, much 
pleasure, could we meet here, where 1 have made a very 
small purchase, and live retired, although avc live so near 
London ; for I hate the noise, bustle, and falsity of what is 
called the great world. 

We arc now at peace with all the world, except Lord 
Grenville, Windham, and that party: they see that destruc- 
tion to the Country from it which I cannot. I am the friend 
of Peace without fearing War; for my politics are to let France 
know that we will give no insult to her Government, nor will 
wc receive the smallest. If France takes unfair means to 
prevent our trading with other Powers under her influence, 
this I consider the greatest act of hostility she can show us ; 
but if Buonaparte understands our sentiments, he will not 
wish to plunge France in a new war with us. Every man in 
France, as well as in this Country, is wanted for commerce ; 
and powerful as he may be, France would pull him down for 
destroying her commerce, and the war in this Country would 
be most popular against the man who would destroy our com- 
merce. I think our Peace is strong if we act, as we ought, 
with firmness, and allow France to put no false constructions 
on the words, or on omissions in the Treaty, But for what 
am I getting into politics ? I am truly sorry for Dumouriet ; 
but, alas ! it is not in iny power to assist him. If his Country 
receives him, he will be the worst enemy we ever found, for 
he must hate us for our treatment of him. No man can fear 
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to be suspected of falseness if he is really well-intentioned, 
which, from my heart, I believe Dumourier was. 

Lady Hamilton desires me to say every kind thing for her. 
She is one that never forgets an old friend, and to be grateful, 
which is more than can be said of an old acquaintance of 
yours. With every good wish, believe me, my dear Sir Brooke, 
your most obliged friend. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ. 

[Autogmpli, in tbe poBSCHsion of Horatio Ross, Esq.] 

My dear Friend, MjMton, May 3rii, 180‘>. 

I should certainly have seen you long before this time, but 
for my own state of health, and the irreparable loss I have 
sustained in a beloved parent. I have seen Davison for a 
moment, and he will be happy to be known to yon. He tells 
me Sir Alured Clarke has settled all the money concerns 
about your nephew;® but he will explain this matter to you 
when you meet. If your other avocations in the great Town 
will allow you time to drive to Merton, we shall be truly 
happy to sec you. Lady Hamilton desires her compliments, 
and believe me, ever yours most truly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ. 

[Aulognipli, in the possession of Horatio Ross, Esq.] 

My dear Friend, Merton, May Oth, 

We shall be very glad to see you and Dr. Moseley^ on 
Monday. I am better, but still much indisposed, but ever 
your obliged friend, Nelson and Bronte. 

TO JOHN M‘ARTH UR, ESQ. 

[Original, in the possession of Mrs. Coinvuy.] 

My dear Sir, • Merton, May 7th, 

I am favoured with your letter and account. The Corn- 
ship, Madonna del Rosario, was taken by Agamemnon alone, 
I share with some other Captains, but no Ship. The other, 

® Vide vol. iv. p. 348. General, ftfterward.s Field-Marshal, Sir Alured Clarke, K.B. 
commanded the Troops which captured the Cape of Good Hope. 

’ Vide vol. i. p. 7. 
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Captain Cockburn can tell you who shares for her; Aga- 
memnon, Meleager, and, I believe, Southampton, and there 
may be others. Charges can be but little, as the money was 
paid nett, everything deducted. When I am a little better, 
I will meet you at Cockburn’s. Suppose I say Wednesday 
next, at 10 o’clock in the morning, if that day will suit 
Cockburn. You had better write to Wolseley® about the 
other. I believe I have some concern in it, but I am not 
certain. I am, dear Sir, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. 

[From the “ Sinclair Correspondence/' vol i. p. ISO.] 

Sir, Merton, May 13th, 1802. 

My state of health absolutely prevents my having the plea- 
sure of dining with the Society for encouraging the Fisheries, 
for no purpose can be more truly patriotic, and deserving the 
attention of every friend of his Country. I had purposed 
yesterday doing myself the honour of calling upon you — but I 
was, to my sorrow, prevented — as I wish much to be personally 
known to a gentleman of your great and useful knowledge, 
and who so candidly carries it into effect for the benefit of 
his Country. I have the honour to be, Sir, with the highest 
respect, your most obliged and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SUrrON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Merton, May 29th, 1802. 

As I know your wish to get clear of the Amazon as soon as 
you can, I have asked Captain Shepard, of the Pheebe, to 
take Charles Connor with him up the Mediterranean, not t/ie 
other. ^ We shall never forget your kindness, and I shall repay 
your pecuniary goodness with many thanks. Hoping very 
soon to see you at Merton, I am ever, my dear Sutton, your 
obliged friend. Nelson and Bronte. 

• Capiain, afterwards Admiral William Wolselcy, Vide toI. i. p. 350, et ‘passim. 

® Mr. Biinti. 
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TO CAPTAIN Sm EDWARD BERRY. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, June Rtli, 180t2. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I sent your Case* to a friend of mine, Doctor Fisher, of the 
Commons, and send you his Opinion ; therefore I suppose 
you will direct your Agent to set about the needful. My 
evidence can be taken, as it is the most proper, with all the 
circumstances from first to last. All here join in good wishes 
for your health, and believe me ever, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO JOHN MCARTHUR, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Merton, June 11th, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

Captain Middleton and Cockburn share with me for the 
Corn-ship. I know nothing of the two Ships sharing, (unless 
in sight.) The Tartan sold by Pollard, I suppose was shared. 
Cockburn knows more of these things than I can recollect at 
this moment. Ever 3 ^ours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MRS. BOLTON. 

[Autogi-aph in the possession of James Young, Esq., of Wells.] 

Merton, June 11th, 1803. 

My dear Sister, 

Here is £100, which I shall pay you on the 11th June, for 
three years, towards the education of your cliildren ; by that 
time, other things may turn up, and this is a trifle in case you 
may [want] any little thing going through London. All I 
desire is, that yon would not say or write me a syllabic on the 
subject, for I am sorry I cannot do more, being truly your 
most affectionate brother. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


Relating to Prize money. 
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TO 

[Antograi>lj[ in the possession of J. Wilde, Esq.] 

Jnnc ICth, 160*2. 

With Lord Nelson’s compliments, and shall always be 
happy in rendering any assistance in his power, to so worthy 
a family. 

TO ADAIIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VIXCENT, K.R. 

[Autograph in tlie possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

3Icrton, .Time lOth, 1802. 

My dear Lord, 

My young friend Collier- vrould go to the Devil for pro- 
motion (or he would not be acknowledged by me) : therefore, 
if you think there is a better chance in the West Indies, and 
will have the goodness to give him a letter to Admiral Totty, 
he will jump into a Packet, and carry it out to Totty, and 
take the chance of losing a month’s time. But if you think 
it better to go to that healthy station, Halifax, he will join 
Leandcr this night. Collier is a good young man, and will 
do credit to your kindness towards him. I am ever, my dear 
Lord, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTATX' SUITOX, ILAI. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph in the jmssossion of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

^Terton, June 16th, 1602. 

My dear Sutton, 

1 am so totally ignorant of what is going on at the Admi- 
ralty, that I cannot say why Amazon is kept in the Downs, 
or why, if you choose it, you should not be superseded ; but 
I suppose no Captain would wish to take your Ship merely 
to pay her off. Lady Hamilton and myself cannot thank you 
enough about C. Connor, and Captain Shepard will take 
him when his Ship is nearly ready for sea, or the Amazon re- 


2 The present Commodore Sir Francis Augustus Collier, C.D., K.C.H.: he was 
made a Lieutenant in April 1803. 
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moved from her present station. I shall accept your kind 
offer of fitting Charles out. Mr. Band must return home 
when you are removed. His family are going to Italy. I 
need not say how happy we shall be to receive you at Mer- 
ton, for I am ever your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton’s compliments. 


TO LADY COLLIER. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Commodore Sir Francis Angustns Collier, K.C.IT.] 


Merton, June IHth, IHO'J. 


Dear Madam, 

I send you a letter to Admiral Totty. I shall write to 
Duckworth on Monday. I am more sure of Totty, if the 
Admiralty will give him an opportunity. I assure you I 
regard your sou for his own worth, and I am certain he will 
ever do credit to himself, which is the most grateful return to 
his sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO rm: hkuit hoxoukablk the lord mayor. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, June 21st, 1802. 

My Lord, 

A few days past, I saw in the Newspapers that a Motion had 
been made in a Court of Common Council, to thank me for my 
conduct in taking the command of a Force destined to prevent 
any designs our Enemies might have of approaching the (hty 
of London, but which Motion stands over for some future 
Court. I have therefore to entreat that your Lordship will 
use your influence that no such Motion may be brought 
forward. 

There is not, my Lord, one individual in the world who 
appreciates the honour of having their conduct approved by 
the City of London, higher than myself. I was desired to 
take the Command in question in a very indifferent state of 
health, as 1 was flattered with the opinion that it would keep 

VOL. V. c 



18 


LETTERS. 


[1802. 


quiet the minds of all in London, and the Coast between 
Ilcecby-Headand Orfordness. This would have been a sufficient 
reason for me to have laid down my life, much less to suffer 
a little from ill-health ; and, my Lord, Ills Majesty’s Govern- 
ment gave me such a powerful Force, that the gallant Officers 
and Men I had the honour to command, almost regretted that 
the Enemy did not make the attempt of Invasion. Therefore, 
you see, my Lord, I have no merit — I only did my duty with 
alacrity, which 1 shall always be ready to do w'hen directed. 

But, my Lord, if any other reason was wanting to prevent 
the City of London from thanking me for only showing an 
alacrity in stepping forth in time of danger, it is this — not 
four months before I was appointed to this Command, I had 
the happiness of witnessing, under all its circumstances, the 
most hard-fought Battle, and the most complete Victory (as far 
as my reading goes) that ever was fought and obtained by the 
Navy of this Country. This Battle, my T^ord, had not the 
honour of being approved in the way which the City of 
London has usually marked their approbation : therefore, I 
entreat that you will use your influence that no V ote of appro- 
bation may ever be given to me for any services since the 2nd 
of April, 1801 ; for I should feel much mortified when I re- 
flected on the noble support I that day received, at any 
honour which could separate me from them, for I am bold 
to say, tliat tlicy deserve every honour and favour which a 
grateful Country can bestow. 

I entreat your Ijordship’s indulgence for thus expressing 
my feelings, and again request that the intended Motion of 
Thanks may be withdrawn. I trust your Lordship will give 
[me] full credit for the high estimation in which I hold the 
City of London, and with what respect lam your Lordship’s 
most obedient humble servant, 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE UE\'. MR. COMVN.^ 

[Autogfi'jipli in the possession of Page Nieol Scott, Esq.] 

JM[y (lcfl.r Sipj Merton, .iuiie 24tli, IHO‘2, 

I send you the Chancellor’s letter, and most sincerely con- 
gratulate you on your preferment, which to a person who has 
conducted himself so prudently in pecuniary affiiirs will make 
you truly comfortable. Mr. Thom •' died on Monday. Ever 
yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

If you set off on Monday morning, I suppose it will do ; but 
of that you must be the judge when the patent may l^e out, 
for I would not lose a moment in getting possession. Upon 
recollection of what you told me of the Post-Office, I have 
thought it best to send you an express, which I shall pay 
for, and you have only to give the man a receipt, and, if you 
like it, halt-a -crown. 


TO lADY COURIER. 

[Autograph, in the possession of (hnnmoilore Sir Francis Augustus Collier, K.C.lf.] 

Merton, July Jlrd, 

Dear Madam, 

I grieve for the death of Admiral Totty® in every respect, 
but under all circumstances I think you will do right to ask 
Lord 8t. Vincent to send out Francis to Totty’s successor, and 


* !>rv. Couiyii was I.onl Nelson’s Chai»Uuu in the Vaiiguaril, at the Nile, ami was 

one of liis nomestic Chaplains. The preferment allinleil to was the llrctorv of 
Jlridgehaui, in Norfolk, ami it appears to liave he»'U obtained in fnllihuLMit of a pro- 
mise made o him three years before, which Afr. Comyu thus mentioned in a letter 
to his wife, dated — “ Fondroyant, Naples llay, 4th August, I/!)!). 1 ]ia\e mnv to 

communieat L* a circumstance that oc<-urred last night at su]>pcr. T.ord Nelson drank 
to me, w’itl his wishes for a good laving. J.ndy Hamilton promised to write* a 
letter to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Jionghhorough, signed hy Lord Nelson and Sir 
William Hamilton, stating my situation as his T.ordshijfs Chaplain in the llatthi 
of the Nile. This interest, no doubt will have the desired eilect, as tlie Lord Chan 
cellor is w'ell known to Sir William ami tlie party.” — Aufttgnijjli, in the possession 
of Robert Cole, Msij, 

* Apparently “tlie Reverend and learned James Thom, Rector of Soiuhacre in 
Norfolk,” who died on the JiOth June. 

^ lie died in the command of the Leeward Islands Station, on the 'Jnd of June. 

c 2 
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propose his goinp; with General Grinfield, whose protection 
will be useful in promoting Francis’s interest with any Ad- 
miral on that Station. When 1 know who the Admiral is, I 
will certainly write to him, I am truly sorry for the accident 
which has Iiappencd to your other son, hut I hope a cold 
climate will restore him. I have the honour to be with every 
good wish, your Ladyship’s most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF CLANRICARDE.^ 


[Autograph in the possession of Miss Shee.] 


Merton, July Srd, 1802. 

My dear Lord, 

I am afraid that I got so decisive an answer about Mr. 
Henry that but very little hopes are to be expected from the 
present Admiralty ; I trust you will believe that if the business 
rested with me, I would contrive some mode of bringing Mr. 
11. again into the service. Not having seen the Minutes of 
the (Joiirt Martial,! can form no judgment of what can be urged 
in Mr. ll.’s memorial for restoration to his rank, asl was not in 
the Baltic when he was tried. Two ways are open : one a Me- 
morial to the King, stating all the favourable circumstances of 
his case — wliich Memorial is referred to the Admiralty : the 
other is, as you propose, to get some Admiral to make him 
from the station of Midshipman ; but then it lays with the 
Admiralty to confirm him, and the present Board have given 
their opinion ; and as to claims. Lord St. Vincent told me that 
he conceives that no Oflicer has any claim for any services. 
Lord ITcnry Paulct is just paying off his Ship, and if he will 
join me in «any further application, I shall readily embrace 
every occasion of doing what you would wish me, for I am, 
my dear Lord, with the greatest truth, your much obliged and 
sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg my kindest regards to Sir Erasmus Gower,® when you 
see him. 


’ Vide vol. ii. p. 238. 

® A Hear- Admiral of the Bed. Memoirs of this veteran Officer, who became a full 
Admira', are given in the Naval Chronicle, voi. iv. p. .267, and vol. xxx. p. 265. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Aiitograpli, in the posacssion of Colonel Davison. The date of the year does not 
occur to this Letter, and it may possibly have been written in 18(U ; but os it ap- 
jiears to liave accompanied some Memoranda on tlie subject, M'hich were certainly 
written in 180‘^, it is assigned to that yeair. Mr. Davison possessed considerable 
influence in the City of London, and Lord Kelson was accustomed to communicate 
to him his expectations and wishes on any subject connected with the Corporation, 
or the City Companies, It must be flattering to the City of London to perceive the 
very high value which Nelson attached to it.s ai)probntion.] 

Boxhill, July 0th, 7 p.m. [1802.] 

(A very pretty place, and wc arc 
all very liflppy*) 

My dear Davison, 

If the Victory of the 2nd was real, the Admirals, Ofliccrs, 
and Men, who fought and obtained the Victory, arc from 
custom entitled to the Thanks of the City of London. (Xistom 
has never gone back to the first causers of Victories, but simply 
to the Victors. Lord St. Vincent had no thanks given him 
for the Victory of the Nile, and Sir Hyde Parker, except 
being nearer the scene of action, had no more to do with that 
of (Jopenhagen than Lord St. Vincent. I cannot object to 
any thanks or rewards being bestow^ed on any man ; but I 
have a fair claim, from custom to be alone considered through 
the whole of the Battle, as the Commander of the Ships fight- 
ing. The Thanks of Parliament went only to Sir Hyde’s 
conduct in planninfj, not for the Jlglitwpf therefore, I look 
forward with confidence to a Sw'ord from the (’ity of London; 
and their Thanks, and the Freedom in a Gold Box, to Admiral 
Graves. The City of London has never yet failed noticing 
Sea Victories, and I trust, as the first commercial City in the 
world, never will, I remember, a few years back, on my 
noticing to a Lord Mayor, that if the City continued its gene- 


® “ Ilesolvefl, ?um, dix.s.. That the Thanks of this llotise he givf'u to Aflmiral Sir 
Hyde J’arkVr, for the able and jiulicions disposition madt; by him of the Force under 
bis command, by which the Danish Ships of War forming the Line of Defl'iico of 
the Hurhonr of Copenlingcn were taken or destroyed, on tlie rind of April, iSdl. 
Resolved, ticm. rtiss.^ That the ’riuinks of this House he given to Vice-Admiral 
I iOrd Kelson, K.B.; Rear Admiral (Iraves, and Colonel Stewart, commanding his 
Majesty’s 4flth Regiment of Foot, and a Corps of Riflemen; and to the several Cap- 
tains and Officers of the Fleet under the command of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, for 
their bravery and gallant conduct on the said niosi glorious occasion ; and that Ad 
miral Sir Hyde Parker do signify the sjime to iheni,” &c.— Zorrfs’ JovrnalSf vbL 


xliii. p. 101 ; Commons' Journal, vol. Ivi. p. ‘48 
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rosity, weslionld ruin them by their gifts, his Lordship put his 
hand on iny shoulder and said — aye^ the Lord Mayor of London 
said — ‘ Do 30U find Victories, and we will find rewards.’ 
I have since that time found two complete Victories, I have 
kept iiiy word, and shall I have the power of saying that the 
City of London, which exists by Victories at Sea, has not kept 
its promise — a promise made by a Lord Mayor in his robes, 
and almost in the Royal presence ? I have a fair and honour- 
able claim : my part of the honourable contract has been now 
doubly fulfilled. We shall dine in Piccadilly, Saturday, five 
o’clock, and Lady Hamilton and Sir William beg that you 
will come to us ; and ever believe me, my dear Davison, ^mur 
obliged and affectionate, Nelson and Bronte. 

MEMORANDUM. 

[Antograiili, in fiic possession of Colonel Davison. ) 

[Ai»parently \Yritten about July, 180’L] 

From the very particular situation in which the Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, with the Troops under his com- 
mand, were placed on board the Fleet under the command of 
Sir Hyde Parker, for they certainly did not belong to any of 
the Ships, therefore they were borne as supernumeraries, and 
they cannot be considered merely as passengers, therefore 
they must, in fairness, be considered as connected with the 
services of the Fleet, and as the situation is entirely new, and 
being truly sensible that the Army shared with us the toils 
and dangers of the Expedition, we do, therefore, (as the pro- 
clamation for the distribution of Prizc-inone}^, nor any joint 
Expedition is in the smallest degree similar to the present,) as 
a mark of our high sense of the services of the Honourable 
Colonel Stewart and the Army, agree to give up a proportion 
of the Adinii’als’ one-eighth of Prize-money, so as to make 
(’oloncl Stewart’s share of Prize-money equal to that of a 
Junior Flag-Officer; and we hereby authorize our Agent, 
Alexander Davison, Esq., to take from the onc-cighth due 
to the class of Admirals such a sum as will make Colonel 
Stewart’s share equal to a Junior Flag-Officer; and we are of 
opinion tliat the Field Officcis of the 49 lh Regiment ought to 
share with the Captains of the Navj^, and the other classes 
according to their rank with the Navy. 
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TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autogi'jipli, in the possession of Captain Ives Sntton.J 

Merton, July I’Jtli, 

My dear Sutton, 

Many thanks for your kindness to Connor, and I will write 
to Captain Shepard this day ; and when you return, or will 
have the goodness to send me (yonnor’s and Band’s account, 
I will pay them with many thanks. I think you wdll like the 
trip to the Baltic — at all events, it is better than being kept as 
you have been. We shall always be happy to receive 3^011 at 
Merton. Foley was with us this morning ; he is in perfect 
health. I have only to wish you a pleasant voyage, and 
to beg you to be assured that I am ever, your much obliged 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. VONGE,** TORRINGTON, DEVON. 

[Autograph, in the posscssiou of tlip Hov. W. (i. Cokojsli'v, of Eton C«>ll(‘gi'. Iji 
fli(* jnoiitlis of July aiul August, iNO’i, Eonl Nelson, Rccompaiiied by Sir NVillium 
iitul liJidy Tliuniltoii, made a tour into Wales. Passing through Oxford, he was 
rrealed lui lu)iio\ai 7 Doctor of Laws; and was mlmiltcd to the Freedoms of the 
Corporations of Monmouth, Hereford, and Worcester, on visiting tliose Citios. 

f.ord N(!lson was received at Swansea with every mark of distinction, and on the 
1 Hh of August, a Paper was printed and circulated tlirouglioiit the 'I’owii, appa- 
rently taken from a Tetter which he had written to the Portreeve: — 

“To the Corponitiou and Inhahitants of Swansea, and of the Neighbourhood, at 
the pavtieuhu' iustanec and recpicst of I.onD Nelhox. T have the honour to 
rommunieate to you his Lordshii»’s most grateful and sincere thanks for his 
Haltering rcreption amongst you, and to assure you that the favours you liave 
conferred upon him will never be clfaeed from liis mmnory — that the remem 
braiioo of them will descend with him to his grave. That he feels the dis- 
tinguished marks of regard and applause not so much on his own account as for 
wliat tlie example of their being so bestowed ou him might ullbrd to tlie rising 
generation. ‘ That tlieir endeavoiiin to serve their Country and prohahly to succeed 
ill it, as he had been flattered, had fallen to his lot, would be as amply encouraged 
and rewarded, and tlieir names recorded with posterity amongst those who Lad 
deserved well of it.’ 7’homas Morgan, Portreeve, August I7th, 1801.” 

At Monmouth, on the Iflth of August, he made a speech, the eoueluding para- 
graph of which should be engraved ou the heart of every young Oflict r in botli Ser- 
vices : — 

“ 1 beg leave to return you my most respectful l.banks, for the honour done me 
in drinking my health, and also for the aeknovvledgment of tlie important Public 

• Apparently the Father of Mi’s. Nelson, afterwards Countess Nelson. 
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Kervices you nre to say 1 have rendered my Country. It was my good fortune 

to have under my command some of the most experienced Officers in the English 
Navy, whose professional skill was seconded by the undaunted courage of British 
Sailors; and wliatcver merit might attach itself tome, 1 must declare, that I had only 
to show them the Enemy, and Victory crowned the standard. The British Navy has 
received a large portion of ptihlic applause; hut, how'ever well deserved, it should be 
told, that the same valour and sense of duty would have marked the conduct of the 
British Army, had it been placed in such situations as would have afforded it an 
equal opportunity of displaying its National courage ; hut it has unluckily hap- 
pened that the some good fortune, in this instance, did not occur, or we should 
luive had equal reason for praising its heroism and Public services. When the 
English Army was sent to Egypt, it was the opinion of many intelligent characters that 
il would be destroyed. For my own part, I never thought so; for wdierevcr British 
Soldiers have been opposed to those of France, they have unifonnly conquered 
them. In my own person I have received nji overllowing measure of the Nation’s 
gratitude — far more than 1 either merited or expected ; because the same success 
w'ould have crowned the efforts of any otJter British Admiral, wlio Jind under his 
convmand such distinguished Officers, and such gallant Crews. Ami here let me 
impress it on the mind of every Officer in the Service, that to whatever quarter of 
the Globe he may he destined, whether to the East or West Indies, to Africa, or 
America, tlic eyes of his Country are upon him ; and so long as Public men, in 
Public stations, exert theinsclvcs in those situations, to fulfil the duty demanded 
from them by the I’ubJic, they will always find the Britisli Nation ready to heap 
upon them the utmost extent of its gratitude and its applause .” — Naval ClironicU’, 
vol. XX. p. 1 10.] 

Llandovery, .July ‘JHth, lH(b>. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged by your letter telling me of the death 
of Dr. llarward,' which I received ere our departure from 
Merton, and I sent to Mr. Addington. What the result of 
the application may be I know not; but be it as it may we all 
feel equally obliged to you. We are so far on oiir journey to 
Milford, and shall return in August. We all desire our best 
compliments to Mrs. Yongc, and beg you to believe me, your 
much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MiLMORANnA RESPECTING THE FORE.ST OF DEAN. 

([Autograjili, in tlie Sidniouth Papers. The following Observations rcslieeting the 
t’orest of Dean hiiviug occurred to Lord Nelson during his Tour, he communicated 
tliem to the Prime Minister;] 

[.\hout August, 180‘.*.] 

The Forest of Dean contains about 23,000 acres of the 
finest land in the Kingdom, which, I am informed, if in a high 

' Doctor Charles llarward, Dean of Exeter, who died on the loth of July, 1802. 11 
would seem that Lord Nelson applied to Mr. Addington to appoint his brother, Doctor 
Nelson, to the vacant Deanery, but, if he did so, the request was not complied with. 
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state of cultivation of oak, would produce about 9200 foads of 
timber, fit for building Ships of the Line, every year — that 
is, the Forest would grow in full vigour 920,000 oak trees. 
The state of the Forest at this moment is deplorable ; for, 
if my information is true, there is not 3500 load of timber in 
the whole Forest fit for building, and none coming forward. 
It is useless, I admit, to state the causes of such a want of 
timber where so much could be produced, except that, by 
knowing the faults, we may be better enabled to amend our- 
selves. 

First, the generality of trees, for these last fifty years, have 
been allowed to stand too long. TJiey are passed by instead 
of removed, and thus occupy a space which ought to have 
been re-planted with young trees. 

Secondly, that where good limber is felled, nothing is 
planted, and nothing can grow sown; for the deer (of 
which now only a few remain) bark all the young trees. Vast 
droves of hogs arc allowed to go into the woods in the autumn; 
and if any fortunate acorn escapes their search, and takes root, 
then Jiocks of sheep are allowed to go into the Forest, and they 
bite off the tender shoot. These are sufficient reasons why 
timber does not grow in the Forest of Dean. 

Of the waste of timber, in former times, I can say nothing ; 
but of late years, it has been, I am told, shameful. Trees cut 
down in swampy places, as the carriage is done by contract, 
are left to rot, and arc cut up by people in the neighbourhood. 
Another abuse is the Contractors, as they can carry more 
measurement, are allowed to cut the trees to their advantage 
of carriage, by which means the invaluable crooked timber is 
lost for the service of the Navy. There are also — another 
cause of the failure of timber — a set of people called Forest 
Free Miners, who consider themselves as having a right to dig 
for coal in any part they please. These people, in many 
places, inclose pieces of ground, which is daily increasing by 
the inattention, to call it by no worse name, of the Surveijors^ 
Verderers, &c., who have the charge of the Forest. 

Of late years, some apparently vigorous measures were taken 
for preserving and encouraging the growth of timber in the 
King’s Forests, and part of the Forest of Dean has been en- 
closed; but it is so very ill attended to, that it is little, if 
anything better than the other part. 
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There is another abuse which I omitted to mention. Trees 
which die of themselves are considered as of no value. A 
gentleman told me, that in shooting on foot, for on horseback 
it cannot be seen, hid by the fern, which grows a great height, 
the trees of fifty years growth, fit for buildings, fencing, &c., 
arc cut just above ground entirely through the hark: in two 
years the tree dies, and it becomes either a perquisite, or is 
allowed to be taken away by favoured people. These shameful 
abuses are probably [not] known to those high in power; but I 
have gathered the information of them from people of all descrip- 
tions, and perfectly disinterested in telling me, or knowing that 
I had any view in a transient inquiry. But, knowing the abuses, 
it is for the serious consideration of every lover of his Country, 
how they can either be done away, or, at least, lessened — per- 
haps, a very difficult or impossible task. 

If the Forest of Dean is to be preserved as a useful Forest 
for the Country, strong measures must be pursued. First, the 
Guardian of this support of our Navy, must be an intelligent 
honest man, who will give up his time to his employment : 
therefore, he must live in the Forest, have a house, a small 
farm, and an adequate salary. I omitted to mention that the 
expense of a Surveyor of Woods, as far as relates to this 
Forest, to be done away ; Verdtrer, as at present, also. The 
Guardian to have proper Verderers under him who understand 
the planting, thinning, and management of timber trees. These 
places should be so comfortable, that the fear of being turned 
out should be a great object of terror, and, of course, an 
inducement for them to exert themselves in their different 
stations. The first thing necessary in the Forest of Dean is 
to plant some acres of acorns ; and I saw plenty of dear fields 
with cattle grazing in my voyage down the Wye, In two years, 
these will be fit for transplanting. 

N.B. — I am aware that objections have been made to the 
transplanting of oak, I am not knowing enough in this matter 
to say how far this is true, when so young as two to five, or six 
years. The next thing is to be careful to thin the trees ; for 
more timber is lost by being too fearful of cutting down, 
than by badly thinning. A tree from ten years of age ought, 
by a scale given to me by a very able man, to be as follows, 
viz.: — 
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Number of trees that such land as the Forest of Dean may 
contain at differe it periods from their being first set: — 


'trees distiint 

Years after 

Number of 

Number of 

from encli other. 

been set. 

Trees in an 

Trees to be 

IVet. 

Number. 

acre. 

tliiimed. 

6 . . 

, . 10 

. . . 1200 

— 

10 , . 

. . 20 

... 430 . 

. . . 770 

15 . . 

. . 40 

... 190 . 

... 240 

20 . . 

. . 60 

. . . 100 . 

... 90 

25 . . 

. . 80 

... 60 . 

... 40 

no . . 

. , 100 

... 45 . 

... 15 

In forty years, these I 

Wests will produce 

a great value of 


timber fit for many uses in the Navy — indeed all, except for 
Ships of the Line. 

If, on a due consideration, it is found not to be practicable 
for Government to arrange a plan for growing their own timber, 
then I would recommend at once selling the Forests, and en- 
courage the growth of oak timber. I calculate, that taking 
away the 3500 load of timber at present fit for cutting, (or be it 
more or less,) that the Forest of Dean will sell for £460,000. I 
am sensible that what I have throwni together upon paj)er is 
so loose, that no plan can be drawm from it ; but if these facts, 
which I have learnt from my late tour, may be in the least 
degre ^ instrumental in benefiting our Country, I shall be truly 
hapiiy. 


A few Thoughts on encouraging the Growth of Oak Tim- 
ber, drawn from conversations with many gentlemen in my 
late tour : 

First, The reason why timber has of late years been so 
much reduced has been uniformly told me, that, from the 
pressure of the times, gentlemen who had £1000 to £5 worth 
of timber on their estates, although only half-grown, (say fifty 
years of age,) were obliged to sell it to raise temporary sums, 
(say to pay olf legacies.) The owner cannot, however sorry 
he may feel to see the beauty of his place destroyed, and what 
would be treble the value to his children annihilated, help 
himself. It has struck me forcibly, that if Government could 
form a plan to purchase of such gentlemen the growing oak. 
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that it would be a National benefit, and a great and pleasing 
accommodation to such growers of oak as wish to sell. 

My knowledge of this subject, drawn from the conversation 
of gentlemen in the oak countries, I think, would almost 
obviate all difficulties. Of myself, I own my incompetence to 
draw up a plan fit for public inspection ; but all rny gathered 
knowledge shall be most cheerfully at the service of some able 
man. 


TO TIIK REVEREND DIXON IIOSTE. 

[Autograpli, in Ilia possofisjou of Caplaij] Siv Williar Jlostc. On tlie ITitli of 
July IHOri, tlic “ Iiondon Oazc«r,” aiinounc d tlic King: permission k) fiOrd Nel- 
son “ to accejil and wear the JCnsigns of Kni: hi. Grand Con inlander of the Equestrian 
Secular and Capitular Order of St. JoaeJiini into which l:c had been elected hy a 
General Chapter of the Order at Westenbou g.” Vide vo iv. p. 010.] 


Milford, yVngust Urd, iKOrj. 

My dear Sir, 

1 had a letter from William, dated Malta, June 24th. lie 
was perfectly well, but very anxious to return to England, 
and 1 hoj)e the Greyhound’s turn will soon arrive, when you 
will receive one of the best young Men and Sea-officers in 
Europe. I am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE UKllIT IIOXOURARLE SIR JOHN EAJMER. 

[Eroiu a Coiiy in the Nelson rapers.J 

Private. ivrerton, Stli September, IHOt*. 

My dear Sir John, 

I can assure you that I should dine with you in your pri- 
vate capacity with the greatest pleasure ; but it is impossible, 
as I am sure you are sensible of, that Lord Nelson can receive 
any mark of distinction from the Chief Magistrate of the City 
of London, the conduct of the brave Captains, Officers, and 
Men, who so bravely fought, died, and conquered in the 
Battle of Copenhagen not having had the honour of the 
approbation of the City of London, in their Corporate capa- 
city. Whatever my demerits might have been on that glorious 
day, I am bold to say, that British valour never shone more 
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conspicuously, or more successfully, than on the 2nd of April, 
1801. Whenever, my dear Sir John, you cease to be Chief 
Magistrate of the City of London, name your day, and I will 
dine with you with satisfaction; but never till the City of 
London think justly of the merits of my brave Companions of 
the 2nd of April, can I, their Commander, receive any atten- 
tion from the ("ity of London. Believe me, my dear Sir 
John, your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., SWANLAND HOUSE, 
NOllTIIUMBER LAN D. 

[Aiitograijli, ill the posseasiou of Colonel Davison.] 

Merton, September lltli, ,1802. 

My dear Davison, 

I called at your house, and was glad to find that you left 
liondon free from the gout ; and 1 hope that the fine fresh 
air of Swanland has kept you in perfect good health ; but I 
own myself selfish enough to wish you in St. James’ Stjuare, 
for at your breakfiist I heard all that was going on in the great 
world, and it was a central place where any one could meet 
me. We have had rather a longer tour than was at first in- 
tended ; for Merton was not fit to receive us, Dods being so 
very ill, even at death’s door, the work went on so very 
slowly. It is not even yet finished. Our tour has been very 
finr and interesting, and the wa^^ in which I have been every 
where received most flattering to my feelings ; and although 
some of the higher powers may wish to keep me down, yet the 
reward of the general approbation and gratitude for my ser- 
vices is an ample reward for all I have done ; but it makes a 
comjyarison fly up to my mind, not much to the credit of some 
in the higher Offices of the State. Axe’s estate is not yet paid 
for, the* papers not being yet forthcoming. Pray, in whose 
hands is the money received from Tucker placed, and have 1 
the power of drawing for it, or must you give an order ? I 
saw Nepean ; the Earl, &c., are on a visitation to the Dock- 
yards. As to political new^s, I have seen nobody who could 
tell me anything except Mr. Addington for a moment, and 
the only thing he told me was, that the receipts at the Custom 
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House and Excise Office were never bo great as at present. 
Pray God they may continue ! The fall of the Funds is con- 
sidered as a trick to ruin Lord Carrington’s house,® and that 
they will fall to 65, and rise immediately to 75 after the loan 
is paid in, which will be in November, and that Peace or War 
has nothing to do with them. Lady Hamilton desires to join 
me in every kind and good wish for yourself and family 
with, my dear Davison, your truly faithful and affectionate 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William is gone to Windsor. ^ 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 
f Autograph, in tlie possession of Colonel Davison.] 

AFerton, September 20th, 1802. 

My dear Davison, 

I feel very much obliged by your kind and truly affectionate 
letter. You are right about the Country ; for London seems 
absolutely deserted, and so hot and stinking that it is truly 
detestable. I will not say what I feel about your bankers, for 
to a generous mind it would feel distressing. It is a rare 
instance of friendship, and such as I can never forget. We are 
fixed here till next year, and it is not impossible but we may 
make a Northern visit, and we shall have much pleasure in 
visiting Swanland House. 

We have had several of our friends drop off. Poor Dods is 
gone, and our house not finished. I have not heard who is to 
carry on his business. You who have built so fine a house to 
make his fortune in. What a change ! How short sighted we are ! 
I have also lost Mr. Groefer, my governor of Bronte : he died 
August 7th. It embarrasses me a little, but I endeavour to 
make the best of things, and it may possibly turn out to my 
pecuniary advantage. I have his full account of my estate ; 
rather more than iJ3000 a year nett, and increasing every year 
in value. General Acton has taken possession of everything 


• The well-known Banking-house of Smith, Payne, and Smith. 
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for me, and is beaaving very friendly. Sir William and Lady 
Hamilton desire ±eir kind compliments ; and believe me, my 
dear Davison, your obliged and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte.' 


TO WILLIAM JMOHBS, ESQ. 


[From a Copy.] 


Merton, September 38tb, 1802. 


Sir, 

The having my conduct approved by every description of 
my Countrymen, cannot but be highly flattering, and I beg 
leave to return my sincere thinks for the honour they have 
done me in electing me an Ilonorarj'^ Member of their Society; 
and I can only hope that the name of the Club, Odd, from 
having honour for their jrilot, and truth for their rudder, will 
not soon be lost, by every man in the Kingdom adhering to 
those principles. With every sentiment of respect, I am, 
Sir, your mucli obliged and obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SUITON. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 


Merton, October lUli, 1802. 

My dear Sutton, 

Your Steward has called upon me for my influence to get 
him a place. Alas, I have not the smallest interest to get any 
place, however small ! Will you come and see us to-morrow ? 
We have a bed for you, and we shall be very happy to receive 
you at Merton, and I am ever, my dear Sutton, your obliged 
friend, 


Nelson and Bronte. 


* To this Letter, Lady Hamilton added a few lines, expressing her concern for 
Mr. Dods’ death, and saying they would do anything to assist his widow. Slie 
expressed her rcgi’tit that Mr. Davison would not be with them on the 2!lth, “ to 
keep the Hero of Heroes’ birth day and added that tliey had liad ' most charming 
toxir,” which would cause “ some of the enemies of the greatest roai; alive to hurst” 
witli einy. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., SWANLAND HOUSE, 
NORTHUAJBERLAND. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Merton, October 20th, 1802. 

My dear Friend, 

I am really so very little in the world, that I know little, if 
anything, beyond [what] Newspaper reports say respecting our 
conduet on the affairs of the Continent. It is true, I have seen 
Mr. Addington and Lord St. Vincent several times ; but our 
conversations are like Swift’s and Lord Oxford’s.^ Yet it was 
not difficult to discover, that TFe felt our importance in the 
scale of Europe degraded, if Bjuonapartc was allowed to act as 
he has lately done ; and that it was necessary for us to speak a 
dignified language ; but when, where, or to whom all this 
was to be done I know no more than your ploughman. By 
the meeting of Parliament many things must come forth. I 
asked Lord St. Vincent a few days past when the Holstein " 
was to be paid for, and the stores. He said that Lord Ilawkes- 
bury had requested him to let this stand until the Dutch 
business was finished; and, what was odd. Lord St. Vincent 
seemed to agree with me that it would have been better to 
have given us X* 100,000 as a gift in lieu of Head-money, Ships, 
&c. &c. Apropos, I have had an offer for the purchase of the 
brass guns f you have the account of those I sent to Woolwich, 

* “ 'Ti’s (lot lue see) three years mid more 
( October next it will be four) 

Hi nee Tlailey hid me first attend, 

And chose me for mi humble friend ; 

Would take me in liis eoacli to chat, 

And ijnestiun me of this and that: 

As “What's o’clock?” and “How’s the wdnd?” 

“ Whose chariot’s that we left behind ?” 

Or gravely try to rend the lines 
Writ underneath the country signs ; 

Or, “ Have you nothing new to-day 
From Pope, from Parnell, or from Gay?” 

Such tattle often entertains 
My Lord and me as far as Staines, 

As once a-week we travel down 
To Windsor, and again to Town ; 

Where all that passes inter nos 
Might he proclaimed at Choriug-Croas ! ” 

” Taken at Copenhagen. 
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and have you got tliose left at Yarmouth, and aboard several 
Ships which I sent you an account of? I called the last [time] 
I was in Town at your house, but Mr. Bowring was out, and 
the other Clerk told me he supposed Mr. Cutler managed all 
the Prize business. Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire 
to be kindly remembered. We had the pleasure of dining in 
company with Mr. Gosling a few days ago. Ever, my dear 
Davison, I am your obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SAMUEL FORD, ESQ. 

[From the “ Gentleman’s Magazine,” vol. Ixxvi. p. 304.] 

Merton, October 24tli, 180*2. 

Sir, 

I feel much honoured by the polite invitation you have (by 
the direction of the Chairman and Committee of the Consti- 
tutional Livery of London,) sent me ; and I am very sorry to 
be so situated, that it is out of my power to accept it. I have 
farther to I'cqucst that 3^11 will have the goodness to present 
my compliments to the Chairman and Committee. I return 
the ticket of admission, and I am, with great respect. Sir, your 
much obliged and humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR ELECT, AND 
SHERIFFS OF LONDON. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Tapers.] 

Merton, November Btb, 1802. 

Lord Nelson returns his most respectful compliments to the 
Lord Mayor Elect, and the Sheriffs, and is most exceedingly 
sorry thtA it is not in his power to do himself the honour and 
pleasure of dining with them at Guildhall on Lord Mayor’s 
day, for the following reasons ; 

Lord Nelson having waited with the greatest patience until 
every individual who had rendered the smallest service to the 
Country had been marked by the City 01 London, wrote a 
letter to the Lord Mayor, (Sir John Earner,) stating his sor- 

VOL. V. D 
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row that those under his command, who fought the most 
bloody Battle, and obtained the most complete Victory of any 
Naval Battle in this, or. Lord Nelson believes, in any War, had 
not had the honour to receive from the great City of London 
the same mark of approbation as had been bestowed on others ; 
but Lord Nelson being advised of the impropriety of pointing 
out what the City of London ought to have done, wrote 
another letter to the Lord Mayor, desiring to withdraw his 
letter. 

But Lord Nelson’s sentiments being precisely the same, and 
feeling for the situation of those brave Captains, Officers, and 
Men, who so bravely fought, profusely bled, and obtained such 
a glorious, complete, and most important Victory for their 
King and Country, cannot do himself the honour and hap- 
piness of meeting hisTellow-Citizenson the 9th of November. 

Lord Nelson flatters himself that the Lord Mayor Elect, and 
the Sheriffs, will approve of his feelings on this occasion, and 
consider that if Lord Nelson could forget the services of those 
who have fought under his command, that he would ill 
deserve to be so supported as he always has been. 


TO CAPTAIN GEORGE MURRAY, 

[Autograiili, in the possession of George Murray, Esq.] 

Merton, November lOtli, ISO^. 

My dear Murray, 

We shall be very happy to see you on Friday, as Thursday 
does not suit Captain Domett, I can assure you that at all times 
I am ever glad to see you, for I never shall forget your gallant 
support of me at the Battle of Copenhagen, and I thank you 
for taking the trouble of driving seven miles to make me a 
visit ; for, could you believe it, there are those who I thought 
were my firm friends, some of near thirty years’ standing — who 
have never taken that trouble I I am ever, my dear Murray, 
your obliged and faithful. 


Nelson and Bronte, 
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TO ( APTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, November 27tb, 1802. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

We feel infinitely obliged by your kind present of a brace 
of fine pheasants. I should have answered your kind present 
sooner, but I have been taken up by business in Town. My 
cause is now to be brought before the Court of King’s Bench,® 
and another year may pass away. The Judges being two and 
two, a new trial was necessary, or an appeal on my part to 
another, allowing judgment to be given against me : but 
1 now begin to tliink that justice will carry it against power. 
Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire their kind compliments 
and believe me ever, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN PAGE,^ H.M. SHIP CAROLINE. 

[From “ The United Service Journal*’ for October 1839.] 

Merton, December 2nd, 1802. 

My dear Sir, 

A young man of the name of Coleman, of the Close, at 
Norwich, recommended to me by Mr. Wyndham, was with 
me in the St. George, 90, in the Baltic, and paid off from her. 
He is eighteen months at sea, and I will thank you to take 
him ; but I have nothing to do with his pecuniary concerns, 
and only beg leave to suggest the practice now followed, of 
parents lodging the money in the Captain’s or Agent’s liands, 
before the Captain advances money for them, and what he may 
never have repaid him. I again thank you for your kindness 
in taking the lad for me, and am ever your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* His lawsuit with the Earl of St. Vincent, before mentioned. 

* Captain Benjamin William Page, now an Admiral of the Blue. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmonth Papers.] 

Merton, December 4111, 1802. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you my thoughts respecting Malta, made as they 
flow, from my pen, but with the less diffidence, as I feel that 
you do not consider my thoughts (on paper) as impertinent 
intrusions on your time, but as the well meaning of your 
sincere and attached, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

On Malta. 

It must never belong to France — England does not want it. 
If Russia will not guarantee Malta, then a new negotiation 
must be set on foot, and we must hold fast until it is settled. 
But if Russia will guarantee Malta, then it will become a 
serious consideration in the new state of the Order, whether it 
can be carried into effect. Malta is materially changed since 
the Treaty of Amiens, by Spain having (in breach of that 
Treaty) taken away a great part of that revenue which was to 
support the expenses of the Order, and if one power can do it, 
another can do the same, and the Order of Malta, unable to 
maintain itself, fill Is of course. 

N.B. — It is easy to see from whose advice Spain has acted ; 
other Countries may follow the same advice. 

The Order of Malta cannot, in keeping the fortifications in 
repair, ships, galleys, &c., be kept up for less than the former 
revenue, and by the introduction of the new Langue, the 
pride of Spaniards will not allow them, nor even the Italians, 
to enter into the Order; and they brought a vast accession of 
flowing wealth to the Order, which now will fail. 

Under these circumstances, it becomes a consideration 
what can be done with it to accord to the spirit of the Treaty 
of Amiens, that neither France or England shall possess it. 

The King of the Two Sicilies is the acknowledged Lord of 
the Island, even the Maltese, after the destruction of the Order, 
ill their addresses style themselves his Subjects ; therefore, on 
the face of the act, there could be no objection to giving it to 
him ; but the consideration is, how a weak State can keep it 
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out of the power of so powerful a one as France — only by 
guarantees that tho King of the Two Sicilies shall hold JNlalta 
on the same terms as the Order, (if it is possible that it shall 
always be neutral,) and tied up by the guarantee that on no 
consideration of exchange of territory shall it be given up. 
The Emperor of Russia having guaranteed all the King of 
Naples* Dominions last year, will not probably object to do 
the same for Malta. It is so much the interest of the King 
of the Two Sicilies to keep Malta from France, (for he would 
lose Sicily if he gave it up) that I think him, under guarantees, 
the most proper person to have it. France could not o])ject by 
the spirit of the Treaty of Amiens, to its being placed, (the 
Order not being possible to be restored,) in llie King of Naples* 
hands under the same restrictions, and this Country would 
save £300,000 a year, and by as far as human faith and fore- 
sight can go, keep Malta out of the hands of France. 

The King of Naples can wish for neither France or Eng- 
land to possess Malta. By the first, he must lose Sicily : by 
the latter, he may be involved in a war about Malta, should 
France and England go to war; and this, in my opinion, 
could be the only rational inducement for the King of Najiles 
to ])ay the great expenses of holding Malta, 

If neither of these plans can be acconiplislicd, wc have no 
choice but to keep Malta. 

Note. — When I was instructed by Lord Grenville to con- 
sider the Emperor of Russia as Grand Master of the Order, 
in my correspondence with him on the situation of Malta, 
I represented to him the tyranny of the Order over the Inha- 
bitants, and presumed to recommend, in order that they 
should be reconciled to the return of the Order, that he would 
direct them to be assured that they should be eligible to be 
elected to any Office in the Island, lie directly ordered his 
Minister at Naples to go to Malta, and to assure tliis boon to 
the Inliabitants ; and Chevalier Italinski \vent and returned 
in one of our Ships. This, perhaps, considering the pride of 
the Knights, was all that could be obtained. The Spaniards 
already term the Alaltesc Langiie, the Shopkeeper Langue. 
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TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ. 

[Autograph in the possession of Horatio Boss, Esq.] 

Merton, December 16th, 1802. 

My dear Friend, 

Your letter is gone to Colonel Brownrigg/ with one from 
myself^ this morning. The moment I get his answer you 
shall have it. I know not that I have any influence with His 
Royal Highness, but I will without difficulty, to show my 
readiness to oblige you, being truly your most obliged and 
faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possesHion of Horatio Boss, Esq.] 

St. James’s-square, Tuesday Morning. 

My dear Friend, 

I am extremely sorry, but it is absolutely out of my power 
to be in Harley Street this morning, as I am obliged to go in 
the City on business, which will admit of no excuse, for my 
new purchase depends on it. I can therefore only wish you, 
which I do from my heart, health and every blessing which 
the Deity can bestow, and believe me, my dear friend, ever 
your most affectionate and faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. JAMES FIITLER. 

[Autograph, in the possession of J. Wild, Esq. ^On the 2l8t of December, 
1802, Lord Nelson made the following Sijeech on the Bill for a Naval Inquiry 
into abiii After mentioning the coiitideuct) that might be jdaced in the 
authorit ivc inquiry of the Commissioners, he said : “My Lords, in the absence 
of my n bio friend who is at the head of the Admiralty, 1 think it my duty to 
say a few words to your T.ordships in regard to a Bill, of which the objects 
have an express reference to the interests of my profession ns a Seaman. It im- 
doiihtedly originates in the feeling of the Admiralty, that they have not the ^lower 

^ Lientpuant-Coloncl, afterwards Sir Bcbcrt Brownrigg, Bart., G.C.B., then Mili- 
tary ‘Secretary to his li.*ynl Iligiiness the Duke of York, Commander-iu-Chief» 
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to remedy certain abuses wliicli they perceive to be the most injurious to the Public 
service. Every man knov ^ that there ni-e such abuses ; and 1 hope there is none 
among us who would not gladly do all that con be constitutionally effected to cor- 
rect them. Yet, if I had heard of any objection of weight urged against the measure 
in the present Bill, I should certainly have hesitated to do aught to promote its 
progress through the forms of this House. But I can recollect but one thing with 
which I have been struck, as possibly exceptionable in its tcuour. It authorizes the 
Commissioners to call for and inspect tlie books of Merchants who may have had 
transactions of hnsiness with any of the Bojwds or Prize-agents into whose conduct 
they arc to inquire. But the credit of the British Merchant is the support of the 
commerce of the world; his books are not lightly, nor for any ordinary purpose, to 
bo taken out of his own hands ; the secrets of his business are not to be too curiously 
l)ric(l into, 'riic books of a single Merchant may betray tlie secrets, not only of his 
own affairs, but of those with whom he is priiicixmlly coiineoted in husinesa, and the 
reciprocal confidence of tlie whole Commercial world may, by the authoritative in- 
quiry oT" these Commissioners, be shaken. All this, at least, I should have feared 
as liable to happen, if the persons who are named in tlie Bill had not been men 
whose characters arc ahovi' all suspicion of indiscretion or malice. I may in'csnme 
it to be tbe common conviction of the Merchants, that in such hands they will be 
safe ; since tliey have made no opposition to the Bill in its former pvogi*css, and 
since they have offered no appearance against it by counsel, at yoiirLord»hix>’s bar; 
and truly, my Lords, if the Bill be thus superior to all objections, 1 can affirm, tliat 
the necessities, the wrongs of those who are employed in the Naval service of their 
Country, most loudly call for tlie redress which it proposes. From the highest 
Admiral in the service to the lowest cabiii-hoy that walks the street, there is not a 
iniiu but may be in distress, with large sums of wages due to him, of which he shall, 
by no diligence of request, be able to obtain x>ayinent ; there is not a man, whose 
entreaties will be readily answered with aught but insults, at the proper places for 
his application, if he come not with particular recommendations to a preference. 
From tlie highest Admiral to the meanest Seaman, whatever the sums of Prizc- 
uioney due to him, no man can tell when he may securely coll any part of it his own. 
A mail may have £U),()00 due to him in Prize-money, and yet he dismissed without 
a shilling, if he ask for it, at the iiropcr Office, without particular recommendation. 
y\re these things to be tolerated ? Is it not for the interest — is it not for tlie honour 
of the Country, that they should not be as speedily as possible redressed ? I should 
he as unwilling as any man to give an over- weening preference to the interests of my 
own Profcs.siou ; but I cannot help thinking, that under all the circumstances of the 
affair, your Lordships will he strongly disposed to advance this Bill into a law, as 
speedily as may be consistent with the order of your proceedings, and with due pru- 
dence of deliberation.” lli.s Lordship also, on the third reading of the Bill, on the 
following day, expressed his desire that the necessary inquiries into the flagrant 
abuses by Prize-agents, might be made the subject of a separate aci; observing at 
the same time, that there might he instances in which tlie delay of jiaymeut resulted 
from unavoidable accidents . — Clarke and ]\PArthnr^ 8vo Ed., vol. ii. p. -108.] 

Merton, December 21st, 1802. 

Sir, 

I have received 3"our most beautiful print of the Battle of 
the Nile, and if you will be so good as to let me know the 
price of the print, I will try and get some of them sold ; but 
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1 fear the lime for siicli events being interesting is past, i 
beg your acceptance of the £25 sent herewith; and I am. 
Sir, with every good wish for the sale of your print, your 
most obliged and obedient servant, 

Nei.son and Bronte. 


ro TliOlMAS POiJ.ARD, ESQ., LEUIJORN.® 

[AiilogTajth, in the poss^essiou of John Luxford, I’.scj.] 

Merton, Surrey, Jiiininiy 21st, ISOIl. 

My dear Pollard, 

1 ieel very niiieh obliged by your kind letter of Novem- 
ber 26tli, and for your offer of service, and I will trouble you 
to send me two eases of Florence wine ; not sweet w’inc, but 
that which is known in this Country as Florence wine. I think 
you judge quite right lo see how Tuscany is settled, before 
you get into much business. Sir William and Lady Hamil- 
ton join me in every good and kind wush to you and Mrs. 
Pollard; and I am ever your much obliged and faithful 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To ADMIRAL THE KARL 01- ST. VINCENT, K.li. 

[Autogruph, in the ])OssesHioii of Vice-Adniinil Sir W'illinm Vnrlier, Biu t., G.C.J3.] 

Merton, .lanuary 2Glh, IbOO. 

My dear I..ord, 

Captain (Major) Weir, who you have given the retirement 
of the Marines to, was with me this morning, and truly thank- 
ful for your kind reception of him w-hen he arrived in Eng- 
land, Wc all know him to be a W'Ortliy, good man, and a 
most excellent Officer. He w^as, for the benefit of the King’s 
Service, and at the request of Colonel Graham, appointed to 
the rank of Major. His whole conduct in raising a Maltese 
Corps, and his merits at Porto Ferraio, arc fully known to 
you. What he wishes, as ix feather in his cap, is, to have his 
Brevet rank, given by me, confirmed by the Admiralty, that 
he may be called Major in future. As this will not be any 


^ Vide vol. i. p. 350, passhn. 
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expense to the State, but a high gratification to a most de- 
serving Officer, I nope that your Lordship will find no diffi- 
culty in complying with his wishes, and in so doing you will 
also much oblige your faithful and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCEX J’, K.B. 

[Autogrrti>li, iu the Shluioutli Tapers.] 

Ji:), Ticcaililly, Jaiinary J2Sth, 1800. 

My dear I.ord, 

As yoiir indifferent state of health will, I fear, prevent your 
coming to Town for some time, I write to your Lordship on a 
subject wliicli we once entered upon, but which you desired 
to defer till the Dutch Ships w^crc paid for, when you would 
settle our Copenhagen business with Ijovd Ilawkesbury. I 
arn now, bj^ desire of several Captains, asking your Lordship 
if any decision has taken place on this business? If you refer 
me to Lord Ilawkesbury, as the proper Minister for this busi- 
ness, or any other Minister, I shall address myself to him (or 
them;) or if you think that a Public letter to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty is the proper channel, I will write one to 
him. It is near two years since that Battle was fought. I 
own myself exactly of the same opinion as when I wrote to 
you from the Baltic, that under all the peculiar circumstances 
of the case — no war wilh Demnark, therefore no condemnation 
could take place — that it would be better to give a gratuity 
for our services. I said (I believe) £100,000 was as little as 
cotild be ofiered. You differed from me, but wrote me that 
you would recommend a large price to be given for the Hol- 
stein. You will, my dear Lord, see the situation I am placed 
in, and excuse my reverting to you to advise me in what 
channel I shall proceed, to bring our Copenhagen prize busi- 
ness to 'a close. With every kind wish for the re-establish- 
ment of your health, believe me yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte.® 

* The following? ^Nteniorainlum occurs on this Letter: — “Lord St.Vuicnnt settled 
vifli Lord Nelson that Lord St. Vincent v.onld tell Mr. Addington on Friday last 
that £05, 000 would satisfy Lord Nelson for the Ships and Stores taken nt Copen- 
hagen, exclusive of the X;10,()00 Head-money alresuly paid — the above sum to include 
the Holstein, brass Cannon, and other Stores, lauded in our Areenale. — N. and Bk 
February 20th, 1800." 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

My dear Davison, Piccadilly, February 8th, 1803. 

I have longed, for an age, to write you a line ; for no one 
[can] have more felt for the distress you must have suffered 
than us of this house. Miss Davison was so good as to send 
us word that William® was better. I trust that you will now 
soon be enabled to travel, and that I shall very soon have the 
pleasure of shaking you by the hand. Your kind offer I feel 
most sensibly ; but at present I have no wants ; and I hope 
soon to be in that state of complete independence, which you 
so really wish. But * A friend in need is a friend indeed' is 
an old adage, but not the less true, and I am truly thankful 
and grateful for all your kindness. I am just got to work on 
the Copenhagen business, and I hope to get from Mr, 
Addington 50 or ^£60,000 for the Captors, including the 
Holstein. Sir Hyde has given up the management of this 
matter to me. At another Board, they are still disputing ; but 
the Secretary and myself are feeling towards each other as we 
ever ought (I do not choose to mention names.) Yesterday, 
I was at Colonel DespardV trial, subpoenaed by him for a 
character. I think the plot deeper than was imagined ; but 
as to the extent, nothing except the Guards has come out. I 
have been, and am, very bad in my eyesight, and am forbid 
writing ; but I could not resist. Lady Hamilton joins me in 
kind respects to Mrs. Davison, and to the boys every good 
wish ; and believe me ever, my dear Davison, your most faith- 
ful and affectionate friend. Nelson and Bronte. 

® Mr. Alexander Davison mai-ried, in Febmai*y 1788, Harriet, daughter of Robert 
Gosling, Esq., the Banker in Fleet Street, by whom he had three sons — viz.. Colo- 
nel Hugh Percy Davison, (to whom the Editor is indebted for the Letters to his 
father,) Lieutenant Colonel Sir William Davison, K.TI., (twins,) and Alexander, 
who died young; and three daughters, Elizabeth, who married General White ; 
Dorothy, who married Captain Samuel Edward Widdrington, R.N., of Newton 
Hall, K.T.S. ; and Haniet, who died unmaiTied. Mr. Alexander Davison died, at 
Brighton, in his eightieth year, in December I8*.i9. 

’ On the 7 th of February, Lord Nelson appeared as a Witness on the trial of* 
Colonel Despard for high treason, when he deposed that he had served with thepri> 
soner on the Spanish Main and at the attack of Fort St. Juan, in 1780, [vide vol. i. 
p. 34*,] and that he bore the character of a brave Officer and honourable and loyal 
man. Lord Chief Justice Ellenborough, adverting to this testimony, observed, 
that ii had been given by “ a man on whom to pronounce an eulogy were to waste 
words.” 
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TO ALEXANDER STEPHENS. ESQ. 

[From a Copy in tlic possession of the Bight Ilonoiirahle John Wilson Croker.] 

23, Piccadilly, Februoiy 10th, 1803. 

Sir, 

By your letter, I believe that you wish to be correct in your 
History,* and therefore wish to be informed of a transaction re- 
lative to Naples. I cannot enter at large into the subject to 
which you allude. I shall briefly say, that neither Cardinal 
Buffo, or Captain Foote, or any other person, had any power 
to enter into any Treaty with the Rebels — that even the Paper 
which they signed was not acted upon, as I very happily 
arrived at Naples, and prevented such an infamous transaction 
from taking place ; therefore, when the Rebels surrendered, 
they came out of the Castles as they ought, without any honours 
of War, and trusting to the judgment of their Sovereign. I put 
aside, and sent them notice of it, the infamous Treaty, and the 
rebels surrendered, as I have before said. If you attend to 
that Mrs. Williams’ book, I can assure you that nearly all re- 
lative to Naples is cither destitute of foundation, or falsely 
represented. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I must beg leave to warn you to be careful how you men- 
tion the characters of such excellent Sovereigns as the King 
and Queen of Naples. If you wish to have any conversation 
with me on the subject, I shall be at home any morning at 10 
o’clock. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B. j 

23, Piccadilly, February aHtli, 1803. 

My dear Lord, 

I take the liberty of inclosing some ideas of mine relative to 
our Seamen. My reasons for committing them to paper are 
stated in the first lines of rny Paper. I have sent a copy of 

• “ History of the Wars of the French Revolution," 2 vols. 1803. Vide vol. iii. 
p. 520. 
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them to Mr. Addinglon. Probably 3^011 have arranged similar, 
or better plans, for obtaining the same much to be desired 
object. If so, they will have the fullest support of, my dear 
Lord, your most faithful and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


PLAN FOR MANNING THE NAVY. 

f Original, in the posscsaioii of Vicc-Atliuiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

I’ebriiai'y, 1800. 

At a time when, I have been repeatedly told, the Seamen, 
notwithstanding their good pay, and abundance of the very 
best provisions, manifest a reluctance to enter into the Naval 
Service, it becomes, in my humble opinion, a duty for people 
conversant with the manners and disposition of Seamen, to 
turn their thoughts ou the mode of inducing the Seamen to 
be fond, and even desirous of serving in the Navy, in prefer- 
ence to the Merchant Service. Their pay and provisions 
cannot possibly' be improved from what they are at present; 
but, I think, a plan could be brought forward to Register the 
(certificates given to Seamen ; and a form of (^e)ctificatc to be 
general, and filled according to regulations issued by the Admi- 
ralty under the authority of an Act of Parliament. The greatest 
good would result, from such a regulation to the Seamen, 
who are by hundreds in distress in London, for want of Certi- 
ficates authenticating their persons; for want of wliicli so 
many wrong Seamen have been paid, that neither the Pay- 
Officc, nor any Prize-Agent, will venture to pay the Seaman 
his just due ; and the benefit to the Seamen producing good 
characters, &c. never been concerned in mutinies, or deserted, 
&c., would much benefit them in getting good berths in the 
Merchant Service. 

When we calculate by figures on the expense of raising 
Seamen, I think it is said, £20 per man, that 42,000 Sea- 
men deserted during the late War, the loss in money, in 
that point alone, amounts to £840,000 ; without taking into 
consideration the greater expense of raising more men — and 
certainly not so good as those who have been used to the 
King’s Naval Service. I shall therefore propose, that every 
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Seaman who has served faithfully five years in War, and by 
his Certificates never been concerned in mutinies, nor de- 
serted, shall receive every New Year’s Day, or on the King’s 
birth-day, the sum of two guineas ; and if he serves eight years, 
shall have four guineas, exclusive of any pension for wounds. 
It may appear, at first sight, for the State to pay, an enormous 
sum ; but when it is considered that the average life of a Sea- 
man is, from old age finished, at forty-five years, he cannot 
many years enjoy the annuity ; to assist the paying which, 
the interest of the money saved by their not deserting would 
go very far, and perhaps as the Merchants give large wages 
in War, a tax might be imposed, when wages are above such 
a sum. It would answer one of these two purposes, either 
making the increase of wages, in the Merchant’s Service, 
beneficial to those who serve their King and Country in the 
Navy; or, by keeping down the Merchants’ wages, render 
desertion the less desirable. Much, very much, can be said, 
and is necessary to be considered on this subject ; but the 
more I think of it, the easier it appears to me to be put in 
practice. Prize-money to be as regularly paid in London, 
Portsmouth, Plymouth, &c. as Seamen’s wages : this is so easy 
and simple, that a very few days would, in my opinion, com- 
plete such a plan. 

But die great thing necessary to guard against is desertion ; 
for notwithstanding all I have proposed, to induce Seamen to 
serve faithfullvj yet a sum of money, and licpior, held out to 
a Seaman, are too much for him: he allows himself to be 
seduced and hid, he first becomes fearful of apprehension, 
and then wishes and exerts himself to get out of the Coun- 
try in the Merchant’s employ. It will be found, (if necessary 
to be mquived into at the Navy- Office,) and I know it, that 
whenever a large Convoy is assembled at Portsmouth, and 
our Fleet in Port, not less than 1000 men desert from the 
Navy; ahd I am sure that one-third of this number, from 
loss of clothes, drinking, and other debaucheries, are lost by 
death to the Kingdom. I shall only relate one fact, of a 
thousand, which could be brought forward ; a Sliip, frotn 
London, clears at Gravesend for her voyage to India. Amongst 
other Papers, the names of her crevr and number are neces- 
sary; the names, qualities, &c., are properly filled up, the 
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Ship, to a common observer, is fully manned ; but the fact 
is this, the Ship is navigated to Portsmouth by Ticket-men, 
(men who are protected from the impress for some cause or 
other.) The Owner or Captain sends to Portsmouth, (to 
crimps,) I have been told in one instance as far as fifty men 
— twenty-five able Seamen, fifteen ordinary, and ten lands- 
men, the bounty being, of course, different according to their 
qualifications ; the Ticket-men leave the Ship, the deserters 
to take up the names, and away they go. 

Knowing the case, an Act of Parliament would, if not 
entirely, very nearly prevent this infamous conduct ; the regu- 
lation, I think, would be very plain and easy. I am sensible 
that no plan for these very important purposes can be matured 
by any one head, much less by mine ; but as the ideas flow 
from a pure source, and a sincere desire to benefit our King 
and Country, I submit them, with deference, to much wiser 
and abler men than 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN PAGE, H.M. SHIP CAROLTaNE. 

[From “ The United Service Journal” for October 1839.] 

Piccadilly, March 4th, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

A friend of mine has requested me to write you a line, 
recommending his godson, Mr. Robert Fausset,’ to your notice, 
which I therefore take the liberty of doing. I hope you like 
the Caroline ; and, go where you will, you have the sincere 
good wishes of all your friends at Merton, and of none more 
cordially than your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

This young Officer became a Lieutenant in October 1809, and died in that rank 
between 1810 and 1820. 
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TO THE RIGH^ HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autogi'apli, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

London, March 8th, ] 803. 

I feel very great reluctance in troubling you with any per- 
sonal concerns of mine, but I am really compelled to it, by 
circumstances,* which, when explained, will, I think, convince 
you, that I cannot do otherwise ; and knowing the value of 
your time, I will do it as shortly as I can. 

His Majesty was graciously pleased, on account of my ser- 
vices in the Battle of the Nile, to bestow on me the high 
honour of a Peerage of Great Britain, and to recommend it to 

* Lord Nelson suhroilted for Mr. Addington’s consideration tho following state- 
ment of his i)roperly and income, which shows how necessary it was that he should 
receive the same pecuniary reward as had been given to the other Admirals who had 
gained a Victory. No increase of Pension was, however, granted to him. 

“ LORD nelson’s INCOME AND PBOPEBTY. 


My Exchequer Pension for tlie Nile ;C2000 0 0 

Navy Pension for loss of one arm and one eye .... 023 0 0 

Half-pay as Vice-Admiral 405 0 0 

Interest of XIOUO 3 per Cents 30 0 0 

£3418 0 0 

OUTOOINOS OP LORD NELSON. 

To T.ady Nelson £1800 0 0 

Interest of money owing 500 0 0 

Pension to my Brother’s Widow 200 0 0 

To assisting in educating my Nephews 1.50 0 0 

Expenditure .... 2050 0 0 

Income 3418 0 0 

For Lord Nelson . . 708 0 0 


Therefore, Lord Nelson is //ve of House-rent, hut has to pay charities necessary 
for his station in life, taxes, repairs, servants, and to live upon £708 per annum. 

PROPERTY OF LORD NELSON. 


Mertop House, laud, plate, and furniture £20,000 0 0 

In 3 per Cents, £1000 Stock. 

DEBTS. 

By Mortgage on Merton, to assist in the purchase . . 6000 0 0 


Fitting out for the Baltic, and again for iny Command on ) n 

the Coast, in Summer 1801 > 

« , „ £ 10,000 0 0 

Real Property of Lord Nelson, £10,000. 

In Three per Cents, £1000 Stock.” 
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Parliament to enable him to grant a Pension of ^£2000 a-year 
to me, and eventually for two lives after mine. In the former 
part of the Message for that purpose, his Majesty expresses 
a desire to bestow on me the Pension, and to the two next 
succeeding heirs male of my body. But in the recommendatory 
part of the Message the words are, ^ to consider of a proper 
method of enabling his Majesty to grant the same, and of 
extending, securing, and settling such annuity to the said 
Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, and to the two next persons on 
who7n the title of Bai'on Nelson, ^c» shall descend, in such manner 
as shall he thought most effectual for the benefit of the said Lord 
Nelson and his fa7nilyJ^^ 

The grant was made to me and the two next succeeding 
heirs male of my body, which was probably done without an 
attentive consideration of the whole of the Message. But it 
was then of no importance to me, as the grant followed the 
Title ; but as Uis Majesty has since been graciously pleased to 
confer upon me the Title of a Viscount,** with the remainder to 
my brother and nephews, (failing issue of my own,) I must en- 
treat that you will lay me at his Majesty’s feet, and that you 
will have the goodness to express to him, in the most dutiful 
manner, my humble hope that, as I have not had the good 
fortune to acquire sufheient wealth to put it in my power to 
enable my nephews to support in any degree the rank of a 
Peer, to which they may eventually succeed, his Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to take such measures as he shall think 
necessary, for continuing the Pension in the manner it appears 
to have been his Majesty’s gracious intention it should have 
been originally granted. 

In making this application to ^mu. Sir, it is but fair that I 
should apprise you that Lord St. Vincent is in the same situa- 
tion, I believe, with myself; but I know of no other case at 
all similar, as Lord Duncan has male issue. And I also beg 
leave to state that both Lord St. Vincent and Lord Duncan 

* The copy of the Messnge in vol. ii. p. 79, is not accurately stated ; it was in 
tlie words quoted by Lord Nelson. 

® It is remarkable that Lord Nelson should have mistaken the limitation of his 
Viscountcy, which was confined to the heii-a male of his own body. It was the 
Bnronij of Nelson of the Nile and <f Hilborough, granted in August 1801, that was 
to devolve (on failure of his own male issue) on his brother and nephews. Vide 
vol. iv. p. 040. 
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had a grant from the Irish Parliament of XI 000 a-ycar, which, 
from not having been recommended by Government here, 
was not bestowed upon me. I presume to make only one 
remark : Was it, or not, the intention of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to place my rewards for services lower than Lord St. 
Vincent or Lord Duncan ? I had the happiness to be a sharer 
of the glory of the 14th of February ; and I had the honour 
to command the Fleet which gained the Victory of the Nile, 
which, till that of Copenhagen, was, I believe, the most com- 
plete one ever obtained. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO ADMIRAL TllK EARL OF ST. VINCFAT, K.IL 
[Antograpli, iu the po'jse'^sion of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Admiralty, Saturday, [March, 1S0:1.] 

My dear Lord, 

My old Shipmate, and one who your Lordship has been very 
good to, Cknptain llicliard Williams,^ is desirous of returning to 
his old post of llegulating at Belfast, and has this moment 
requested of me to say o?ie \vord for him, which is, that giving 
him that ajipointment will much oblige yours most faithfully, 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO LADY COUAlin. 


[Autograph, iu thf possession of Commodore Sir Francis A. Collier, K.C.TT.] 


March iilst, 1K();L 

Dear Madam, 

I am very happy to hear that your good son is made a Lieu- 
tenant. Ilis commission sliould be enclosed to Sir Evan 
Nepean, requesting him to move the liords of the Admiralty 
for the confirmation : a letter, also, to Lord St. Vincent, ask- 
ing him to confirm Francis, will be proper. I am sorry to he 
obliged to he from home to-morrow, bnt sensible of the honour 
intended me ; and I am your Ladyship’s most obedient servant, 

NELSo^ and Bronte. 


’ Captain Williams was made a Post-Captniii in June 1700, and died about lSir>. 
Lord Nelson’s request appears to have been complied witlt. 

VOL. V. E 
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TO CAPTAIN GEORGE IMITIRAY,® II.M.S. SPARTTATE, PLYMOUTH. 


[Autograph, in the possession of George MiiiTay, Esq,] 


March 2‘lnd, 1803. 


My dear Murray, 

Many thanks for ^^our kind letter. As far as my know- 
ledgc goes, we are in the same state of uncertainty as to War 
or Peace, as when you left London. The plan is still for us 
eventually to embark in the Amphion. Sam. Sutton is to fit 
out the Victory for us, which I am very glad of, as she will be 
well fitted. My best regards to all friends, and every good 
wish towards you, from your most faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire their kind regards. 


IMEMORANDUM. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

March ‘Uth, 1803. 

Lord Nelson requests the kindness of Lord St. Vincent to 
send to the Mediterranean a very near connexion of his, 

* 'I’liis distinguished Oflicer won Lord Nelson’s admiration and friendship hy the 
giillaiU inaimcr in whieli, in conimand of tlie Edgar, he led the .Squadron to the 
altnolv of Copenhsigen. On being appointed Coiuinnnder-in-C'hief in the Mediter- 
ranean, Lord Nelson determined on having Captain Miirr.ay as Chiptain of the Fleet, 
hnt he hesitat(;d to accept the situation, saying, the nature of its duties often led to 
disagreements between the Admiral and First Captain, jind that he slionld he very 
unwilling to risk a diminution of the regard and respect which he entertained 
for his lj)rdship. Lord Nelson, however, assured him that under no circumstances 
would he forget tlie intimacy whieli subsisted between them; “and that even 
slionld anytliing go contrary to his wishes, lie would waive tlio rank of Jdtniral, 
and e\])lain or expostulate witli him as his /'/•icarf IMurray.” Captain AInrray, ae- 
eordingl}', became his First Captain ; and was made a Rear-Admiral of the Bine 
on the 23rd of April, ISOl. After the return of the Squadron to England, Rear- 
Admiral Murray was induced, from his private uft'uirs, to leave the Victory; and 
when, on going oil* Cadiz, in .Inly ISO;*), other Captains applied for the vacancy, 
Nelson’s reply was, that, “ if ever he had another Captain of the Fleet, it must be 
Murray;” and he sailed without one. See the Memoir of Admiral Murray, in the 
NarnI Chronicle, vol. xviii. pp. 181), lOl). On the extension of the Order of the 
Bath, in January 18 In, Vice-Admiral Murray was nominated a Knight Commander, 
and he died a Vice-Admiral of the Red, on the 28th of February, 1819. 



LETTERS. 


51 


lET* 44 .] 


Captain William Eolton,'’ a Master and Commander; and 
Lord Nelson also recommends Captain Frederick Langford* 
to liord St Vincent’s notice and })rotcction. 


TO OAPTATX silt EDWARD RERRV. 

in Ihe possession Lsuly Bevvy.] 

riecnililly, Mavch iJOth, ]BOa. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I have only a moment to answer your questions — War or 
Peace ? Every person has a different opinion. I fear perhaps 
the former, as I hope so much the latter. Tf War, I go to the 
Mediterranean in Hardy’s Frigate: the Victory is to be my 
Ship- — Sam Sutton to fit her out. You know how happy 1 
should bo to have you in any Fleet I command, particu- 
larly oil the day of Battle : I should be sure of being well 
supported. You must judge for yourself about ajiplying 
for employment; but I should think you will have no fears 
for a Ship being forced upon you. In l^cace, Mids. may be 
difficult to get on board Ship; but our establishment, even if 
blessed Peace continues, will be large. You will be truly 
sorry to hear that good Sir William is, I fear, very near liis 
last breath : he is all but gone. You may readily conceive 
I^ady llainilton’s and my feelings on such an occasion : indeed, 
all London is interested. Ever, my dear Sir Edward, yours 
most sincerely, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Reports say, but I know not how truly, that changes are in 
agitation. 

® Captaiu William Boltou, rlde.st sou of ihc Rev. Williiim Bi llou, bvtJtljev of 
I'homns Rollon, Ksq,, wlio msirviod Siisuuimh, liOul N(dson’s el ■•si sislov. ]I(! 
Was at tliiit .liiiio eiiffugeil to lii; first cousin, CjitluTine Bolton, Rovi Nelson's niece, 
whom he mnvried oil the iSih »f May, IKO:}, the. ewniaij belon; tl : Instiilhilion of 
Knights of the Bath, when Captaiii Bolton was Knighted, us ii ijn; lifieatioii to act 
as Lord Nelson’s Pvoxy at the C'eveinony. Sir Williuin Bolto PosIimI tin 

loth of A])vil iMOo, and died on the lOth of Ueccnihev ls;{(), 

' Vide vol. iv. p. 4(i7. 

* The Victory was selected for Lord Nelson’s Flag Ship, hnt it v;aa doubtful 
whether she would he ready at the time he was to proceed to the Medilerruneaii. 
He did, hoNYovev, sail in her, under tiu- coinmau.l of his friend, Captain Samuel 
Sutton, accouipaniud by the Amphion, Captain Thoinas Masleriuuu Hardy, 

£ 2 
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sbould pay over tlic amount of the inoiioy in his hands, and 
p;ive Ills reasons for not having sold the whole, which if satis- 
factory, a further time not exceeding three months should be 
allowed him to dispose of the remainder. If in that time he 
does not finally close his Accounts, or give good and sufficient 
reasons to the Prize Office or Receiver for not doing so, he 
should tlieii be allowed only two and a half per cent., and 
be subject to penalties or the business taken out of his hands. 
[In order that they should not run up most enormous bills, 
which is the case at present; and for many other good reasons.] 

I'he Agent’s commission should be calculated upon the 
netl,*^ and not upon the gross amount of the proceeds of Prizes. 

In cases of Appeal no distribution should be made until a 
final decision ; [I have known this liappcn ;] and in the event 
of the Decree being I'cvcrscd, the (nainiants should only be 
entitled to the nett proceeds ; [Government to do what is 
right beyond this sum, the sentence being reversed being the 
cause of the additional expense;] and the Captor exonerated 
from all expenses incurred by the erroneous decisions of the 
Judges who arc appointed by Government. All Neutral 
property whether captured by the King’s Ships or by Pri- 
vateers should be lodged in the hands of the Officers appointed 
by Government until final decision, [to prevent the present 
ini([uitoiis conduct of Privateers."] 

'J’he Agents of the Navy, Victualling, and Sick and Hurt 
Hoards abroad should l>e directed to take up the money ne- 
cessary for the carrying on the Naval Service from the 
Receiver of Prize Money. The Treasurer of the Navy to be 
at the head of the Prize Board. 


* III th«’ Copy of i)jis Pujior ill C'hako ami M‘Arlliiir, vol. i. ji. flic follow- 
iiig nolo is s;ii(l lo luuc I»oou mlUoil to lliis jiiini'jiHpli in Lord Nelson’s own Inind, 
Imt it does not occur in tlio copy in the Admirultj'; — “ J'lvcry Merchant is content 
with two and a half per eetit. on iJio f,o’os.s, and llierifore, surely. Agents may be 
well eonlt'iiled witJi live per cent, on the nett.” 

’ “ To the groat lUslvoss of Neutral row'crs." — 2/nVf. 
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TO CAPTAIN MURRAY. 

[Autograph, in the possession of George Murray, Ksq.] 

My dear Murray, 

I have this day seen both Mr. Addington and Lord St. 
Vincent, and as they were not expediting iny departure, 
I take for granted that we arc not more Warlike (except, I 
hope, in our preparations) than when I wrote you. Report 
says, and, I believe, truly, that we wait the issue of a Courier 
from Russia. Buonaparte has, we know, tried for Russia, and I 
fear successfully, by an offer of Hanover. If Russia sides 
against us, we shall, I suppose, give up the point ; if otherwise, 
we have the only chance of Buonaparte giving way, which I 
do not much credit, but you shall know the moment I know 
anything. I have this day finished our Copenhagen business ; 
they have been squabbling out of what fund we were to be 
paid. Apropos, most heartily I congratulate you on the 
return of this day f and no man sets a more just value on your 
gallantry and important services than myself. I have yester- 
day delivered my opinion on conducting Prize business in 
future. I hope it will meet the approbation of the Service. 
The Commissioners must make it their own, or of what use arc 
the Commissioners? We arc on the eve of losing dear Sir 
William. I much doubt his holding twenty-four hours longer 
— our dear Lady is dreadfully afflicted — remember us kindly 
to Louis, and believe me ever yours, most faithfully and 
affectionately, Nelson and Bronte. 

Make our best compliments to Lord Keith® and all our 
friends about you, George Campbell, Sir Edward Pcllew, &c. 


/JO CAPTAIN SAMUEL SUTTON, 312, 0\FOR13 STJUiJil’. 
(If not in Town, to be sent to him.) 


[Autograpli, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Monday, April dlli, IHO'K 

My dear Sutton, 

Markham desires me to tell yon that the Victory will be 
commissioned on the 7 th or 8th. I have sent a list of si:( 


* The Anniversary of tJje .I'altlc of Copenhagen. 

* Commandor-la-Cliicf at Plymoutli. 



56 


LETTEIIS. 


[ 1803 . 

Lieutenanls, wliicli will he ciioiipjli to begin with. Tlie 
Master I have sent lor, and name the Surgeon who is in the 
Amphion. Poor dear Sir William is just gone; hut I will see 
you, being truly yours. 

Nelson and Biionte. 

TO Sill EVAN NEPEAN, BAHT., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

London, Otb April, 1S0;L 

Sir, 

I beg to enclose you a letter from Mr. John Scott, Purser 
of llis Majesty’s Sliij) Royal Sovereign, requesting, for the 
reasons therein mentioned, to he removed from that Ship into 
any one in Ordinary. I have therefore to request you will 
lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and to move their Lordships to eomply with Mr. 
Scott’s ® request, and grant him leave of absence to attend me 
as Secretary accordingly. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autogiapli, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Wednesday, 11 o'clock, [(Jtli April, ISO,}.] 

My dear Davison, 

Our dear Sir William died at ten minutes past ten, this 
mo'-ning, in Lady Hamilton’s and my arms, without a sigh or 
a struggle. Poor Lady Hamilton is, its you may expect, 
desolate. I hope she will be left properly ; but I doubt. Ever 
yours most affectionately, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


lO GEORGE G. MJLL.S ESQ. 
f Autogrnpli, in fho possession «»f Mrs. Conw.'iy.J 

April Otli, 1H0;1. 

My dear Sir, 

liaving just lost my dear friend Sir William Hamilton I 
fcan only answer your kind letter respecting Mr. Moore, 

* Mr. John Scott, who was killed by Lord Nelsou’e side, at Trafalgar. 
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as he is to go into tlic Victory, which will be comiiussioncd on 
Saturday next, av ('hathain. Mr. Moore should be there, and 
if he will apply to Lord Proby in my name, I am sure he will 
discharge him into the Victory, and he should join her as soon 
as possible, for those who distinguish themselves most in fitting 
out the Shi}), will be first on my list for promotion. Mr. Moore 
and I shall become acquainted in due time, and he has no 
business in London. On board the Victory, at Chatham, is 
the proper })lace for him to be fixed. I am, dear Sir, most 
faithfully yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills IlOVAL IIKJJINKSS THE DUKE OF CLAKEACE. 

[Eroni Clarke and vol. ii. p. Jll'T] 

Oth April, 1800. 

Your Royal Highness knows that yon have a right to com- 
mand me ; and it was my full intention, when the thing was 
fixed for my going, to have offered my services to you.‘ All that 
1 know ofllcially is, that the (hibinct, through the mouth of the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, have named me for the (Command 
in the Mediterranean, tliat it might be necessary for me to 
go out in a Frigate, and that the Victory should follow. lam 
truly impressed with all your goodness to me. I assure you, 
I shall endeavour to merit the continuance of that friendshi}), 
whiirh you have been pleased to honour me with for upwards 
of twenty-three years. My dear friend, Sir William Hamilton, 
died this morning ; the world never lost a more upright and 
accom})lishcd gentleman. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* His Royal llifjluicss appears, from the following letter to Lord Nelson, to have 
placed a young gentleman under his proteetion : — 

Bushy House, Friday Evening. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ Pike, the youngster who you are so good ns to take on board the Vietory, says 
he wants his pay, which, he informs me, by ^ome new regulation, he cannot receive 
without your Lordship’s iuterferenee. 1 am truly happy to embrace this opportu- 
nity of repeating to you how siiieerely T am, and ever mu'.! be, dear Nelson, your 
best friend, William.”*— .4m ni the Nclsoti Fnpot's. 
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TO CAPTAIN MURRAY. 

[Autograpli, in tlic possession of George Murray, Esq.] 

April JJith, ISO.'i. 

My dear Murray, 

I think you will get into a scrape with the Earl was I to 
talk to him about your quitting your Ship at this moment, 
but I will speak to Troubridge. It was first intended that 
you should be Captain of the Victory — then it was thought 
better you should go out with me, and you thought it better 
to take Spartiatc till I was certain of going. You are fixed as 
fate iny First Captain, and it is only on that score that I can 
speak to the Earl soon, if nothing is decided soon as to Peace 
or War, to beg that you may not be sent out of the way, and 
then, if you authorize me, I will mention to him that if the 
Spartiate is wanted to go to sea, that you submit to him whether 
it would not be better to give her up — there arc scores wanting 
licr. I congratulate you on the birth of a son f if one of his 
names is not Baltic^ I shall be very angry with you indeed — he 
can be called nothing else. Lady Hamilton is very low, but 
desires her kind regards arid good wishes, and believe me ever, 
yourg most truly, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Kind regards to Louis.^ 


TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL SUITON. 

[Autograph, in the posscssiou of Ciiptniii Ives Sutton.] 

April IClh [ISO.h] 

My dear Sutton, 

Many thanks for your letter. I yet hope the Victory will 
not make more than a Spithcad voyage. I hear to-day that 
Mr. Grayson, who was Boatswain of the Theseus, late of the 
llcrcule, invalided for a hurt side a few months ago, is ap- 
pointed Boatswain of the Victory. lie applied for my interest 
to get him a Seventy-four in oi’dinary, and being, I believe, a 

* lie WHS born on tho 2nd of April, the annivcrsoi’y of the Buttle of Copen 
hageii. 

® Ciipttiin Louis of the Conqueror, at Plymouth. Vide vol. iii. p. 00. 
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got)d man, I recoin mended him to Mackellar. I mention 
tins circumstance to show you that he is not belonging to me : 
therefore, you will act by him as he deserves. With every 
good wish, I am most truly yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills ROVAL IIIGUNKSS THE DUKE OE CLAUEXCE. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Ai*thur, vol- ii. i>. 

April 17 til, IHOI, 

I agree with your Uoyal Highness most entirely, that the 
son of a Rodney^ ought to be the protege of every person in 
the Kingdom, and particularly of the Sea-Oflicers : had I 
known that there had been tliis claimant, some of my own 
Lieutenants must have given way to such a name, and he 
should have ])cen placed in the Victory — she is full, and I 
have twenty on my list; but whatever numbers I have, the 
name of Rodney must cut many of them out. I am well 
aware that in my Prize plan. Lawyers must remove all the 
difRcultics that will occur in the completion. Much, very 
much, is necessary to be considered on every part of it, but I 
think many objections would be overcome by a temperate and 
serious discussion. I was told the difliculties were insur- 
mour table, or nearly so. My answer was, ‘ As the thing is 
necessary to be done, the more difficulties, the more necessary 
to try to remove them.’ I am. See. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Anldgrapli, iu the Siilnioiitli I’apevs. On the ‘lUnd of April, Lord Nelson, with 
liis frionds, Lords INI into and IIooil, and Lord Hot ham, njipeared as Witnesses to 
the character of Captain Macnamarii, on his trial for killing Colonel Montgomery 
in n duel.] 

April 2;hd, IHOa. 

The Pensions to the Admirals St. Vincent, Duncan, and 
Nelson, were, I suppose, cither granted for the great Victories 
they obtained over the Enemy, or for enabling them to support 

* Taeutemint the Honournhlc Edward Rodney, yoiuigest son of Adminil Lord 
Rodney: he was made a Commundei in Ai»rii iSOo; Posted in Jaminiy IbOO ; and 
died iu November 
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the dignity of the Peerage, to which his Majesty was pleased 
to raise them for their Victories, for which their private for- 
tunes were not sup])()scd ccpial. If Earl St. Vincent obtained 
tlie Pension of £2000 a-ycar in Great Britain, and £1000 
a-ycar in Ireland, for the Victory off Cape St. Vincent, and 
Viscount Duncan for that off Camperdown, Lord Nelson 
trusts, that in any comparison, the Victory off the Nile was 
equal to either of the others; and, therefore, in strict justice, 
his Pension should have been ec^ual to the other two noble 
Admirals. 

If it is said that the Pensions are not given for the Vic- 
tories, blit to enable the noble Admirals to support their ranks 
in the Peerage, then Lord Nelson trusts that his wants will 
be found siqicrior to either of the others ; for Earl St. Vincent, 
at the time his Pension was granted, had realized not a less sum 
than £100,000, and Viscount Duncan, not less than £50,000; 
whereas Lord Nelson, at the lime his Pension of £2000 a-ycar 
was granted, had not realized £5000 ; therefore, why Lord 
Nelson should have had £1000 a-year less Pension than 
either of the two noble Admirals, is unaccountable. Tliis 
comparison is only made to the Battle off’ the Nile. Since 
which time Lord Nelson was, by his Majesty, raised to the 
dignity of a Viscount, for his services in commanding his 
Majesty’s Elect, when the great, important, and decisive victory 
off Copenhagen was obtained, but no Pension was given with 
this accession of Title. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY COl.LIKR. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Commodore SirFrancis AngusUis Collier, K.C.H.] 

la, rieeadilly, April 

Madam, 

If Franeis’s hopes of promotion only arise from Commodore 
lloodV not having Officers recommended to him, he will very 
soon find his mistake. The present Admiralty will recommend 
him more than he can provide for, with those who have served 
with liim, if he was to stay seven years abroad. 


® Oil- Hamucl Hood, V'nk vol. iii. p. UO. 
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However, I can have no objection to write to him in favour 
of your son ; but 1 must apprise you, that Captain Hood never 
offered to take even a Midshipman for me. With every good 
wish for Francis, 1 am your Ladyship’s most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SUITON, H.M. SHIP VICI'OIIV. 

[Autogrnpli, in the possession of Captain Ives Sntton.J 

April ‘^:Mh, 180:1. 

My dear Sutton, 

A Barge I like much better than a Cutter for my case, and 
1 have wrote to the (Comptroller about the cabin, (it was done 
to the San Josef.) When the Victory gets to Spithead, and if 
Lord St. Vincent does not give you the Amphion, which I think 
would be a hard case, no exertion of mine shall be wanting in 
getting you a good Ship ; and I shall feel real regret if you 
should sulfer for fitting out the Victory, to oblige, my dear 
Sutton, your much attached. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLTA^M SCOTT. 

[Autograph, in the po.ssession of William Chisholm, Esq.] 

10, Piccaililly, May '2m\, 180:). 

My dear Sir, 

You was so kind as to put in your pocket my crude ideas 
on the situation of our Navy respecting the Seamen.® The 
im]wrtancc of the subject every one must admit, and woful 
experience tells us that something must be done on the occa- 
sion. 

I am sensible that my abilities arc unequal to the task ; but 
I should do injustice to my own feelings, and, I think, betray 
the confidence which has so often been reposed in me, was I 
not to bring them forward. One good effect must result from 
it, that in proving them bad, better will be brought forward. 
The mainspring of all my plan is, that of Certificates fully 


® Uifi/t' p. 4.-1, 
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descriptive of the persons ; the very greatest good must result 
from it. Names cannot be changed, as the gratuity will be 
looked forward to, therefore desertion will be less frequent, 
and easier detected. Pay, Prize-money, &c. &c., could rarely 
be paid to wrong persons ; the Seaman would have his money 
without the very great difficulty he meets with at present, and 
many executions would be avoided by the almost impossibility 
of the fraud of personification being committed, (two, alas ! 
suftcred last week for this crime.) If, my dear Sir William, 
you think, as I do, that something should be attempted at 
these times to make our Seamen, at the din of War, fly to our 
Navy, instead of flying from it, I am sure it could not be 
brought forward by any one so ably as yourself; and if my 
feeble endeavours in so great a cause can be of the least use, 
I shall be too happy in offering my assistance. 

Will you allow me, any morning that you will appoint, 
to call upon you at your house to converse on this subject ? 
and I beg you to believe me, my dear Sir, your most obedient 
and faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Long before this Armament, the Paper was delivered to Mr. 
Addington and Lord St. Vincent ; but I suppose they have 
not time to attend so much to this subject as, in my opinion, 
it merits. 


TO CAPTAIN SUrrON, n.M. SHIP \ ICTORY, ClIATIIAIM. 

[Autograiih, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

May nth, J8():h 

My dear Sutton, 

You are to have the Utrecht’s Ship’s company, and I have 
fixed for your having the Amphion ; and you know [how] 
anxiou.s I arn to meet your wishes. Should it be War, my 
things will be sent from London to the Victory immediately. 
Ever yours most fiiithfully. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ALEXAJfDKR DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Private. l) p.m. [Friday Evening, Ctli May, 180d.] 

My dear Davison, 

I am ordered to prepare for departure. I will see you 
when I return from Merton. Ever yours most affectionately. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.D. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

9 P.M., May 0th, 1809. 

My dear Lord, 

I have had my tradesmen, and ordered my things. I am 
going to Merton in the morning, to settle matters there. 
Government cannot be more anxious for my departure than I 
am, if a War, to go ; and I trust in God to return in Peace. 
Will you send for George Murray ? I shall be ready before 
other things are prepared. All I ask is not to go to Ports- 
mouth until I carry iny orders, and that Amphion is ready 
with my cot, &c,, to start. When I return, I will call at the 
Admiralty. Ever, my dear Lord, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Vice Admiral Sir William Pjirkcr, Bart., O.C.B.] 


Alay 8th, 1809. 

My dear Lord, 

The inclosed is for Captain Hardy to prepare my stock, 
but not to embark it till farther orders. Ever, my dear Lord, 
yours most faithfully, Net.son and Bronte. 

Captain Iloste’^ delivers this letter. He is just paid off, but 
very anxious to serve, if a War, and with me ; and I should be 
truly happy to have him. 


’ Afterwards Captain Sir William Hostc, so frequently mentioned, (vide vol. i. 
p. 95").) On tlie 22nd of .lanuary, 1H09, when commanding the Greyhound at 
Gibraltar, he said, in a letter to his father at (Jodwick, “1 have not received Lord 
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TO CAPTAIN SUITON, 11. M. SHIP VICTORY. 

[Antoginpli in tlie possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Lomlon, May l‘2tli, 180.^. 

The d d Pilots have run the Raisonable aground: take 

great care of scant winds in sands. [?] 

My dear Sutton, 

I suppose Bell will supply my wine. An application must 
be nuide to the Treasury for the quantity of wine and spirits 
for you as (hiptain of the Victory; for they are very particular 
about the allowing it to be brought over. The Vessel is not 
yet fixed upon by the Admiralty. You had better write to the 
Treasury for the (quantity, and say that you will direct it to 
be sent in the Vessel with Lord Nelson's. Ever yours, fixith- 
fully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Write me when you think the Victory can sail from the 
Nore, that I may send my things to Portsmouth or Sheerness. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
in llio possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, RarL, G.C.B.] 

Private. 

My dear Lord, 

Your mention of the Victory remaining some time in Eng- 
land, so much according with what I am told of Lord Keith’s 
saying that he was to have her for the present — induces me to 
hope that if the Victory is ready, or as soon as she is, that I 

Nelson’s letter, Imt I am happy to hear he is well, aiul sincerely do I hope he is 
happy al.so. I hud a Maniehike sword given me in Egypt, which I got mounted, 
and sent it to him us a present; for so mueh am 1 imlehtcd to him, that thou|.;h 
now 1 am indej)emlent of his services, I shall never forget that it was through him 
I am so. Had War broke out, aiid Lord Nelson heeii Conimandcr-iii- Chief, I 
sliould have considered my.s'-lf particularly fortunate for many roason.s, though I 
confess 1 am better plea.«f'd matters stand as they do, for in ease of War, the l.ord 
knows when 1 should have seen old Oodwick.” On the 28th of Fehrnary, Captain 
Ilosie wrote, “ Pray give my best respet^ts to Lord Nelson when yon see or write 
to him. I hoj>e most truly, if ever Wav takes place, T may belong to the Scpiadron 
he commands.” — JfchKJ//^ of Copimn Sir WiUium iLo.sh*, vol. i. pp. HIT, 201. 
Captain IToste w^as not again employed until November 1801, when he was ap- 
pointed t'l the Eurydice, and nftcrward.s placed under Lord Nelson’s command. 
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may have her; for all my things, servants, wines, &c. &c., 
arc ordered to be sent to her, be where she will — even my 
sheep, poultry, hay, corn, and every comfort are ordered to 
her. 13 ut if Lord Keith, or any other man is to have her, for 
a given time, I must un-order all these things. I trust, my 
dear Lord, that I can take a French Admiral as well as any of 
them, and have as much chance of falling in with one. I 
will call this morning for one moment on this subject. Ever, 
my dear I.<ord, yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO TlfE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE ROSE. 

[Antojrmpli in tlie possession of tlio Right Hon. Sir George Rose, G.C.H. j 

May intli, iHOIh 

My dear Sir, 

I was with Mr. Addington this morning ; and as wc con- 
versed on the subject of the extension of my Annuity, and 
also on the extraordinary thing of my not receiving the Irish 
Pension, as was done for Lords St. Vincent and Duncan, I 
said that I bad conversed much with you on the subject, and 
that I was sure that you thought it was a mistake my not 
liaving it, and that you would tell him so ; therefore, the 
favour I have to beg of you is, to tell Mr. Addington, that it 
was a mistake giving me le.ss than other Officers; and if Mr. 
Addington wants an additional imhicemcnt to do me justice, 
your kind friendship may ])ut in, that I got nothing as a 
reward for (Copenhagen, See, Your friendship may do much 
for me ; and I am ever, my dear Sir, your obliged and faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SLllTON, H. M. SHIP VICTORY. 

[Antograpli, in tlio possession of Captain Ives Sutton. Early in isoa, his Ma 
jesty directed that the Knights Elect of the Order of the Bath should be lust ailed ; 
and several Chapters and Conventions of the Knights were held, to arrange the 
proceedings, many of wliieh Lord Nch ni attended. {Tl(fc tlie Additional MS., 
No. in tlic British Miiscnm.) 'J’h * Installation took jdace on the I'dth of 

May, the day on wLiieli Lord Nelson sailial for the Mcditevianenn, and he was re- 
presented hy Captain Sir William Bolto . His Esenins were, his nephews, Ho- 
ratio Nelson (afterwards Viscount I’rafalgar) and I'honias Bolton (afterwards 
second Earl Nelson), and John Tyson, his old Secretary.] 

VOL, V. P 
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Admiralty, May ITtli, 1803. 

My dear Sutton, 

If you can get my things on board the Victory, pray lose 
no time : part will be at Portsmouth. I hope by the time 
you receive this letter, that the waggon will have arrived. 
Lord Gardner,*^ of course, will give you Boats. If you can 
get twelve good sheep, some hay, and fowls and corn, it will 
do no harm, for I may yet go out in the Victory. Ever yours 
faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, PART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty. “ Monday, Ifith May, 1803, a.m. Received my ap- 
pointment from the Loi'ds CommisHionera of the Admiralty, as Commander-in-Chief 
of Ills Mnjesty’s Sliijts and W’ssels emidoyed and to be employed on tlic Mcditer- 
ntneuiJ Station. On the 17th, made several neces.sujy public airangemenf.s pre- 
vious to my leaving Town; ami about 4 a.m. on Wednesday morning, the IHth, set 
out from Loudon for Portsmoutfi, where I arrived on that day, about ^ past Noon. 
Thursday, lOth May, i‘.m. (i. e., the afternoon of Iho IHlh.) Ahont \ past 3, 
hoisted my Flag on board bis Majesty’s Ship Victory. Saluted Admiral l..ord 
Gardner’s b’lag on boar<l tlie Endymioii, with tliirtecn gnus, which was returned 
with an equal unml>er." — Victory’s Lotj, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Portsmouth, 18th May, 1808. 

Sir, 

You will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that I arrived here about one o’clock this 
afternoon, and liave hoisted my Flag on board his Majesty’s 
Ship Victory. Captain Sutton informs me that she will be 
in every respect ready for sea on Friday morning. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADiMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.I3. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.J 

May 18th, 3 p.m. [1803.] 

My dear Lord, 

As the Victory will be ready, Captain Sutton tells me, to 
sail on Friday morning at daylight, (and I am trying to make 


Admiral Lord < Gardner, Commauder-iu- Chief at Port.smouth. 
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that to-morrow night,) I have, on many accounts, thought it 
best to hoist my Flag in her. If Admiral Cornwallis wants 
Rer — which it is very improbable according to what I have 
heard — but if he does, I shall remove nothing from the 
Frigate but my cot : and, therefore, be gone in five minutes. 
You may rely, my dear Lord, that nothing shall be left 
undone by me, by a vigorous and active exertion of the force 
under my command, to bring about a happy Peace. I am 
ever, my dear Lord, your most obliged and fiiithful, 

Nelson and Bronte.® 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Aiitogi'iiph, in tlic possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

My dear Lord, 180;3. 

This will bo presented to you by my nephew. Sir William 
Bolton, and now he stands in so near a situation to me, it 
must be my anxious wish to get him employed, and with me, 
and pi*omoted. If the Devil stands at the door, the Victory 
.shall sail to-morrow forenoon.' Keep your health, my dear 
Lord, and ever believe me your most obliged and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO J'HE RIGHT HONOURABLE ADMIRAL LORD GARDNER, 
C0M1MANDER-IN~CHIEF A'F PORISMOIJTH. 

[Aiitograjdi, in the possession of Mr. Ernpson.] 

My dear Lord, May sotii, i8oa, a p.m. 

However I felt on reading the order* you showed me this 
morning, yet I am not of a disposition to complain ; for if I 

® In rejdy to this Letter, Lord St. Vincent wrote to him on the next day — “ I 
very much lament your detention at Portsmouth, equally unpleasant to you and 
injurious to tlio Public Service .... Your l.ordsliip has given so many jiroofs 
of transcendent zeal in the Service of your King and Country, that we Jiavc only to 
pray for the preservation of your invuluahlc life, to insure everything that can be 
achieved by mortal man.” — Tucker’s Memoirs of flu; Earl of St. Vinrvnt, vol. ii. 

p. 

* “ Portsmouth, 3()th May, 1800. Such -was the anxiety of Lord Nelson to cm 
bark, that yesterday, to every one who spoke to Jiiin of his sailing, he said, ‘ I cmui- 
not before to-morrow, and that’s an ag!./ This morning, about ten o’clock, his 
Lordship went off in a heavy shower of ruin, and sailed with a Northerly wiiul.”— • 
Naval Ckrotticlc, vol. ix, p. 421. 

* Apparently respecting the Crew of the Victory. 

F 2 
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got safe to the Mediterranean, my mind was made up to dis- 
mantle some Ship of War, for I believe the honour of the 
Country ought not to be risked by having the Victory half 
maimed. But the more I felt, the more truly am I sensible 
of your Lordship’s goodness; and thanking you sincerely, and 
wishing you, my dear Lord, health and happiness, believe me 
your much obliged and obedient servant. 

Nelson and BrontL. 

TO ADMIRAL TTIE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[Autogrnpli, in llie possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., fl.C.B. ] 

My dear Lord, ‘>0tii, iso.*}. 

You may rely that I shall be off Brest as expeditiously as 
possible, and there wait for Admiral Cornwallis. I am mad 
at losing a moment of this wind, but I cannot help myself. 
She is to be paid at eight o’clock, and I shall bo on board at 
nine. Ever, my dear Lord, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Many thanks for your kind letter by the Post. May every 
blessing attend you, and may we soon meet in Peace, 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in llio Adiniralty. “ Friday, ‘.JOtli May, a.m. AIjojU 10, tin* Ri^lil 
Don. Lord Vi«cnmit N(*lsnn, Caj»taiii tleorgc iMurruy, Ciijjtain (jf tll(^ l-'li'ct, and 
Lipolcnant Pearce, Signal Oliiccr, &e., came on board. Saturday, -Dst ( t be 
afternoon of tbc ‘lOtb. 'I Lnmooved Ship, and wciglicd. Miulo sail out of Spit- 
bead, tbrougb St. llcbnis, when ILM. Ship Ampliion joined, and proceeded to s('a 
in ennipany with ns.” — Victory’s Loy. On board the Victory were embarked, Mr. 
Jlngli lOlliot, M ho Ijud been uppoiiilcd Minister at Naples, the brother, and Captain 
(now Rear-Admiral) tljc llononnible (i<‘(>rge Elliot, the son of Lord Mijito, wlio 
M’as permitted to serve with T.ord Nelson us a Volunteer. 

On the IStli of Aliiy, 1S():1, Lord Nelson received ilic following Orders from the 
Admiralty : — 

“ Whereas by onr Commission, bearing date the lOtli instant, we have appointed 
your Lordship Commander-in Chief of liis Maje.sty’s Ships and Vessels employed 
and to be employed in the Mediterranean; you are hereby required and directed to 
proceed fovtbiviih to Portsmouth, and, hoisting yonr Flag on board his Majesty’s 
Ship Ampliion, make the best of your way to the Island of Malta, where you may 
expect to find Rear Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton; and on meeting the Rear-Ad- 
miral, t-ike him and the Shins and Vessels there, as m'cII as in the MediteiTancan, 
under your command. On your Lordship’s arrival at Malta, you ore to lose no 
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time in concerting with f-'ir Alcxonder Ball, liis Majesty’s Commissioner at that 
Isliind, such arrajigeincnts as may be necessary with a view to the protection and 
security of that Island ; yon are then to iwoceed otf 'J’oulon, with stich i)art of the 
Sjjimdron under yonr eoimnund as yon winy judge to he nderjnate to tlie service, 
and take such a jiosition as may, in yonr Lordship’s opinion, bo most proper for 
enabling yon to take, sink, bnrn, or otherwise destroy, any Ships or Vessels be- 
longing to France, oy the Citizens of that Republic, and also for detaining and send- 
ing into Fort any Ships or Vessels belonging to the Batavian Repnblie, or the 
Citizens thereof, that yon may happen to fall in with. Yonr Imrdship is to be very 
attentive to the proceedings of the Frencb at Oonou, Legliorn, and other Forts on 
that side of Italy, for the purpose of gaining the most early information of any 
armaments that may bo forming there, either with a view to an attack upon Egypt, 
or any other part of the 'rnrkisli Dominions, or against the Kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily, or the Islands of Corfu; and in the event of yonr having reason to 
hclieve tliat any such plan shall be in coiUemplation, your Jjordship is to exert your 
hi st endeavours to counteract it, and to take, sink, burn, or destroy any Ships or 
Vessels which may be so employed; as well as to afford to the Sublime Forte and 
his Sicilian Majesty and their subjects, any protection or assistance wliicli may be 
in yonr power, eonsistetilly witli a due attention to the otlim’ important objects en- 
trusted to your care. 

“ As it is highly important that y<inr Tairdship should he watchful of the conduct 
of tlie Court of Spain in the present moment, yon an* to direct yonr attention to 
the Naval jirepavatioiis that may be making in the several Forts of that Kingdom 
in llie ^Mediterranean, as also at Cadiz, and to take every praetieahle means of ob- 
taining, from tiiiu' to time, all the iutelligenee you may be able to collect on that 
subjiM l. Your Ijordship is to take cave that no interruption be offered by any of 
the Sliips or Vessels under yonr command to any Spanish Ships of War or 'Trade, 
while they eoiuluet themselves in a Juanner becoming a Neutral Nation; but, at the 
same time, your J.iOrdsliip is to understand, that however desirable it may be to 
asoid jiiiy lueasuri* of hostility against that Country, you are not to sull'er any 
Sfjitailron of Sjianish Sliips of Wav to enter a French Fort, or to form a junction 
ulili any Stiuadvon, or Ships or Vessids of that, or the Batavian Uepublie. Y^our 
Lordship is also to lu; oureful not to infringe the Noutralil v of other Fowers, so long 
as ilieir eonduel towards his Majesty and the commerce of his Subjects shall hi* 
aeliiated by a b;j^nilar priueiple. And whereas there is reason to believe that some 
of the Fieneh fiiiie of Battle Ships whielt have recently been employed in oonveyijig 
Troops to tlie Freiieh West India Islands may, on their rigiirn to I’lnvope, atlompt 
tiv proceed fo the Fiwts in the Mediterranean; jour Lordship is to detach such jairt 
of the Sdiiadron under yonr command as joii can spare from other more important 
serviecs, as soon as possibh', to (Jibraltar, with orders to the Senior Oflieer of such 
Detachment, after obtaining the best information he may ho able to eolleet nl that 
place', to lake sneli a position as lio may eoueeive to hr most convenient, with a 
view to tlie intereepling the said Ships, and any others hrlonging to the French or 
Batavian Republics, which maj' a!tem]»t to pass or vepass the Straits; and yonr 
TiOrdsliip is to apprise the Senior Ofliec« , from time to lime, of your movements, 
to the end that no delay that can be preventi l may take place in the furnishing 
yonr Lordship with any orders or iustrnetions which we may have oeeasion to send 
yon, for the furtlier regulation of your eoudnet; and, bnnlly, you are to transmit to 
onr Secretary, for oiir information, frequent neeoiiuls of yonr proceedings, and 
every intolligcnee yon mayJiave ohlaiued, proper lor onr knowledge. Clivcn under 
our bauds, the isth May IbO.l,— St. Vixcen r, Fii. Strphens, T. Trovkridoe.'' 
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On tlio 15tlj of May, Lord Nelson was directed by tJio Adinirjilty “ to detain and 
bring into I’ort all SJiips and Vessels belonging to the Batavian Kepublio, there to 
rctnuin until his Majesty’s further pleasure shall be signified respecting them 
giving “ directions to the OUtcers to wliom the chiu’gc of such Ships or Vessels 
may be entrusted, to take all i»ossible cai-c that no embezzlement of any kind what- 
ever do lake place, as they will answer the conti*ary at their peril.” 

On the liihof May, l.ord Nelson was informed that the King had directed 
fiClters of Marqm* and lleprisals to be issued against the Ships and Vessels of the 
Flench Ih'imblie; and he was directed to use his “ best endeavours to seize or de- 
stroy all Ships and Vessels belonging to the Freneli llepiiblie, or to any persons 
being Citizens of the said Republie, or inhabiting within any of the Territories 
thereof, you may he able to fall in with accordingly, ami to give tbo like directions 
to all the Captains and Commanders of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under your 
command .” — Onyinahy in the possession of the Right lion. John Wilson Croker.] 

Victory, at Spithcad, ‘lOtli May, lS0:h 

I was lionourcd with your letter, sent by a Messenger at 
half-past four yesterday, at half-past one this morning ; and I 
beg leave to assure you that I hold it impossible for any 
Officer, under such orders as their Lordships’ to me, to de- 
signedly miss Admiral Cornwallis off Brest. Their liordships 
may rely on my strict obedience to their orders, and I rely 
with con/ldciice on their liberal constructions of my actions. 
The Victory shall sail the moment she is paid. I have the 
honour to be, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO sill EVAN NEPEAN, BAHT., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, oil tljc Start, iiTst May, ISOd. 

You will ple«nse to actpiaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that 1 have this morning detained a Dutch 
Merchant Ship from Surinam, laden with cocoa, coffee, and 
sugar, and sent her into BlymoHth, I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

TO THE CAPTAIN OF ANY OF HIS iMA.TESTY’s SHIPS WHICH THE 
AMPHION MAY MEET AT SEA, OH IN CAWSAND BAY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off the Start, iJlst May, IH0<‘1. 

It is my directions that you take charge of the Dutch Ship 
under the charge of Captain Hardy, and sec her safe into 



44.] 


LETTKRS. 


71 


Plymouth: or if this letter should be delivered to any Ship in 
Cawsand Bay, it is luy directions that the Senior Officer tlierc 
take charge of her ; and it is my positive directions that the 
Amphion is not detained one moment. Great care is to be 
taken that none of her cargo is embezzled, [for,] as the Ad- 
miralty order expresses, you will answer it at your peril. 
I arn, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Aiitograpli, in the possession of Viee-Ailmirul Sir William Ihirker, Bari., G.C.B. 
“ Monday, ‘^3rd (i. e., Tuesday, 22nd, p.m.) At 5, Ushaut Light House, N.L. b E. 
seven miles. Standing off and on off Ushant. Joined H.M. Ships Sirius and Am- 
pliioii." “ 'ruesday, 2tth May (i. e, 23rd May, p.m.) At t, saw two strange Sail, 
S.I']. b E., wliich juovod to bn H.M. Ships Naiad and Hazard; hove to; at 
7-40, out Boats, 'the Admiral shifted his Flag to the Amphio]i. At 7-50, Lord 
Nelson came on bojud the Amphion, and hoisted his Flag, and made soil. At 10, 
lost sight of the Squadron.” — L 07 .] 

My dear Lord, 1 ^ 03 , Noon, dose to Ushaut. 

T am looking out for Cornwallis. I think we must see him 
before one, if he is this side the Saints, and I hope that he will 
not want the Victory. I am very comfortably placed hero. I 
forgot to mention Mr. Barrillier to you. If Sir John Ilenslow* 
goes off, could he not be more generally usefully employed 
than at Milford? I have cleared the Victory for to carry a raft 
fifty feet by fourteen. It can be done with ease, and a passage 
can be had in the place where the double hammocks arc stowed. 
I liopc one will be built and tried: answer the purpose in- 
tended with my head. 

3 P.M. — We are inside Ushant, but where is Cornwallis? 
However, I shall block up Brest till he comes to liberate me. 

^ past 5. — In sight of Saiift Matthew’s. Murray says, if 
the Fleet was off’ Brest, that they must be seen. Blows 
strong af North. What a wind for carrying us to Portugal. 

6 P.M. — Just got hold of the Sirius. Captain Prowse^ tells 
me, that the Admiral is cruizing W.N.W, from the Saints’ 
Bridge twenty leagues. I have demonstrated the Victory off 
Brest, and am now going to seek the Admiral in the ocean. 

’ Surveyor of the Navy: he died, aged eighty-six, in September, 1815. 

* Captain William IVowse : he died a lleoi’-Adjiiiral, and a Companion of the 
JBatli, in Miuch 1820. 
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May 23rd. — You will, by my letter to the Admiralty, see 
how much ground we have traversed in search, and if I do 
not /ind him by six o’clock, if the weather will allow me [to] 
shift myself into the Amphioii, and leave the Victory to look for 
Cornwallis. I am clear, by his conduct, that there can be 
nothing in Brest to demand his attention. It blows very 
strong, and a heavy sea. I doubt the possibility of my 
getting out of the Shij), whether I meet him or not. 

6 P.3I. — Captain Neve* is on board. He supposes the 
Admiral ten leagues off* Ushant : therefore there is no looking 
for him, and I am embarking in the Amphion. God bless 
you, and ever believe me yours most faithfully, 

Nelson and Buonte. 

TO 1.ADY HAMILTON. 

[1’jstrarl I'mw thv “ IjVticrs of 1 jOV< 1 'Nelson to Ludy Ilamilluii,'' vol. i. p, 

May 22ml, Eight o'clock in the Morning. 

My dearest Emma, 

We are now in sight of Ushant, and shall see Admiral 
(Cornwallis in an hour. I am not in a little fret, on the idea 
that he may keep the Victory, and turn us all into the 
Amphion. It will make it truly uncomfortable ; but I cannot 
help myself. We arc very comfortable. Mr. Elliot is happy, 
has quite recovered his s}>irits : he was very low at Portsmouth. 
George Elliot is very well ; say so to Lord Minto. Murray, 
Sutton — in short, every body in the Ship, seems happy ; and, 
if we should fall in with a French Man-of-War, I have no fears 
but they will do as we used to do. Hardy is gone into Ply- 
mouth, to see our Dutchman safe. I think she will turnout a 
good Prize. Gaetano® desires 'liis duty to Miledi ! He is a 
good man, and, I dare say, will come back ; for I think it 
cannot be a long War: just enough to make me independent 
in pecuniary matters. If the wind stands, on Tuesday we 
shall be on the Coast of Portugal ; and, before next Sunday, 
in the Mediterranean. To Mrs. Cadogan say every kind 
thing to good Mrs. Nelson, the Doctor, &c. &c. If you like, 

5 Ciiptain Robert Jemicr Neve, of tlie Hazard: lie was Posted in 1800, and died 
about ^815. 

• His Steward. 
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you may tell him :ibout the entailing of the Pension : but 
perhaps he will be so much taken up with Canterbury/ that 
it will do for some dull evening at Hilborough. 

I shall now stop till I have been on board the Admiral 

I shall direct to Merton, after June 1st. Therefore, as you 
change, make Davison take a direction to Nepean ; but I 
would not trouble him with too many directions, for fear of 
embroil. 

May 

We were close in with Brest yesterday, and found by a 
Frigate that Admiral Cornwallis had a Rendezvous at sea. 
Thither wc went ; but to this hour cannot find him. It blows 
strong. What a wind wc arc losing ! If I cannot find the 
Admiral by six o’clock, wc must all go into the Amphion, 
and leave the Victory, to my great mortification. So much 
for the wisdom of my superiors. I keep my letter open to the 
last, for T still hojic; as, I am sure, there is no good reason for 
iny not going out in the Victory. I am just embarking in the 
Amphion — cannot find Admiral Cornwallis. May God in 
Heaven bless you, prays your most sincere 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Stephens’s publication” I should like to have. I have left 
my silver seal ; at least, I cannot find it. 


I’O SIR EVAN NEPEAN, PART., ADMIRALTV. 

[Original, iu the Admiral ty.] 

Sir, Victory, at Sea, 23nl May, iHOIl, ^ past 0 o'clock i».m. 

I send you the track and proceedings of the Victory since 
she rounded Ushant yesterday afternoon. It is perfectly certain 
that not even a Frigate was inside of us ; nor could Admiral 
( ’ornwallis have made inside Ushant his Station from Wednes- 
day last, for on that day the Sirius, Captain Prowsc, was inside 
Ushant, and not finding Admiral Cornwallis returned to 
Plymouth to know how to proceed, when he received from 
Admiral Dacrcs the Rendezvous of the Admiral, W.N.W. of 

’ Dr. Nelson was gazetted as a Prebcjulary of Cniuerbir'y, on the iJ4tli of May, 
1803. 

* “ History of the Wars of tUe French llcvolmion," 2 vols. 4to, 1803. Vide 
p. 43, antCj and vol. iii. p. 521. 
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the Saint’s Bridge, twenty leagues, latitude 48° 04", longitude 
6" 35" VV. You will sec, by our track, that at half-past six 
o’clock this morning we were on the liendezvous, with the 
two Frigates, they looking out on different bearings all night. 
At seven saw a Dogger, which the Sirius spoke; at eight, 
saw two other Sail bearing S.S.E., spoke a Brig from Bor- 
deaux ; from this time till noon steering E.S.E., which makes 
an East course good, the wind being at N.N.E. blowing strong. 
Supposing Admiral Cornwallis to have been yesterday noon 
on his Rendezvous, he must have drifted to the Southward ; 
therefore, allowing for a reasonable drift, he must be as far to 
the Southward as ourselves at noon — viz., 47° 41". I think, 
with this wind, it is impossible he could keep his head to the 
Westward, he would certainly make Southing with his West- 
ing; therefore I think he must be inshore, unless, for some 
reason totally beyond my guess, he has judged it proper to 
avoid the French Coast, 

In this case, I have my choice to take the Victory or FYi- 
gate. I am decidedly of opinion that 1 ought, under all the 
circumstances of the case, to proceed in the Victory ; for cither 
Admiral Cornwallis has found the French Fleet ready for sea 
so insignificant, that it was not an object to block up Brest 
very close, iu which case he could not want a First-rate, which 
would remove the objection of the Admiralty to my taking the 
Victory ; or, the Admiral has judged it proper to go off the 
(h)ast, in which case I do not think I ought to leave the Vic- 
tory. Yet, as I feel from your Letter of the 19th May, ^ on 
no ctccount to pass Admiral Cornwallis, so as to run any chance 
of his being deprived of the services of the Victory, if he 
should judge it necessary to detain her,’ I shall, therefore, 
contrary to my judgment, leave the Victory to look out for 
one week for Admiral Cornwallis; and if Captain Sutton 
docs not fall in with him, to return to Plymouth for further 
orders. I am proceeding in the Amphion, in the execution of 
the important instructions to me. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Enclosed is Captain Murray’s report, for their Lord- 
ships’ information. 
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TO ADIvllRAL Till. lIOxVOdllABLE WILLIAM CORNWALLIS, 
COi\IMANDER-Ix\-CIllEF. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 2.*)rtl May, 1803, ^ pti.st 0 o’clock p.m. 

Sir, 

1 liave the honour to transmit you the directions of the 
Admiralty for my joining you off’ Brest; but as I have not 
been so fortunate as to meet you, and the whole business of 
the Mediterranean waiting iny arrival, I have judged it proper 
to shift my Flag to the Amphioii, and to proceed in her. If 
you have no commands for the Victory, I trust you will order 
her to join me without a moment’s loss of time. I am, Sir, 
with great regard, your obedient humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIUAL IHS UOYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlmr, vol. ii. p. 313.] 

Off Cape Fiiiistervc, 2<>th May, 1803. 

Your Royal Highness will have heard that I sailed in the 
Victory to join Admiral Cornwallis off Brest; but as 1 could 
not find him on his Rendezvous, or near Brest, and having a 
fair wind, I determined on embarking in the Amphion, and 
proceeding to the Mediterranean, leaving the Victory to fol- 
low, if Admiral Cornwallis did not want her assistance. I 
now wish I had not persevered so long in looking for him, for 
I have lost the fair wind. I never could fancy that our assist- 
ance would be wanted. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE HESPECI’IVE CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS OF HIS 
majesty’s ships and vessels on the MEDITERRANEAN 
STATION. 

[Order-Book.] 

Ainpliioii, off Cape l<'inisteirc, 30tli May, 1803. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having ac- 
quainted me in consequence of a Letter of the 17th instant, 
from the Right lion. Lord Hobart, one of His Majesty’s 
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Principal Secretaries of State, that His Majesty had been 
pleased to order Letters of Marque and lleprisals, to be issued 
against the Ships and Vessels of the French Republic, You 
arc therefore hereby required and directed to use your best 
endeavours to seize or destroy all Ships and Vessels belonging 
lo tlie J'rcnch Republic, or to any persons being Citizens of 
the said Republic, or inhabiting within any of the Territories 
thereof^ you may be able to fall in with, accordingly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

ro TIIK RKSPliCTlVE CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS OF HIS 
MAJKSTV'S SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE .AlEDri’ElULVN EAN 
S'lA'lTOX. 

[Onlor-Boolv.J 

Ainpliioii, ofl’ Cnpc EhiisicviT, OOtli INfay, ISIH. 

'riic Lords Connnissioners of the Admiralty having ac- 
([uainled me, in consequence of a letter of the 15th instant, 
from the Right lion. Lord Hobart, one of His Majcsty\s Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, that from the measures lately adopted 
by the French Government, there is too much reason to 
apprehend that the Batavian Republic will be forced to take 
part with the French in hostility against this Country, and 
at the same time signified His Majesty’s jileasure that direc- 
tions should be given for detaining and bringing into Port 
all Ships and Vessels belonging to the Batavian Repiildic, 
You are therefore hereby required and directed, on falling 
in with any Ships or Vessels of the said Republic, to detain 
and bring them into Port, there to remain until llis Majesty’s 
farther pleasure shall be signified respecting them. In the 
event of your detaining any Ship or Vessel of the above 
description, it is the orders of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that the most positive directions arc given lo the 
Ofliccrs to whom the charge of such Ships or Vessels may be 
entrusted, to take all possible care that no cmbczzlcincnL of 
an^ kind whatever do take place, as they will answer the 
contrary at their peril. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RESPECTIVE CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS OE lUS 

majesty’s SHTPS AND VESSELS ON THE MEDITERRANEAN 

STATION. 

[Order- Rook.] 

Ainvliioi^* off Capo Fiiiistorro, .30tli May, J80.J. 

Pursuant to instructions from the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, you are hereby reejuired and directed on no 
account whatever to interrupt any Spanish Ships or Vessels 
of War which you may fall in with, nor to molest the Trade of 
his Catholic Majesty. It is also their Lordships’ particular 
direction that you do not infringe on the Neutrality of any 
Power in Amity with Great Britain. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADIMIRAL THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HADSTOCK. 
[Antograpli, in (lie possession of Rear-Admiral Lord Rndslock, C.R.] 

My dear Lord, Off Lisbon, .)nne ‘^nd, 180;b 

You may rely that I shall not omit anything in my power 
to be useful to your son when he has served his time he shall 
come directly into the Victory. You had, my dear Lord, 
only to tell mo whore he was placed, to be sure of my atten* 
tion; and if ho is not a good young man, I am sure he will not 
be like his Lather. We have had a long passage, having had 
to go off Brest, and since which time foul winds. With every 
kind wish, believe me, my dear Lord, ever your most obliged 
and attached. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL HTS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From (.Uarke and M‘Arllnir, vol, ii. p. JJUL “ Saturday, Ith .Tune, (/. <•., Fri- 
(liiy, .‘Ird June, p.m.,) at (l■•‘]0, boarded a Frencli Brig under French colours ; took 
possession. At n*:30, came to, iii Uibraltar Bay.” — Jmphion’s Loij.} 

June :1r(l, 180:1. 

Having buffeted with a foul whid and nast}^ sea, w^e arc 
now entering the Straits, and I hope to anchor at Gibraltar 
before dark. As they knew nothing of the War being abso« 

® The llonourablo George Granville Wuldegravc, now Rear-Admiral Lord Rad- 
stock, C.B. 
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lately began here, I am much hurried, being very anxious to 
join the Fleet as soon as possible ; this must apologize for the 
shortness of my letter. Buonaparte^s brother Jerome passed 
from Martinique a few days ago in a Ship of the Line. I 
am, &c. 

^ Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EDWARD POWNALL, ESQ., NAVAL STORE-KEEPER AT 
GIBRALTAR. 

[Order-Book.] 

Ampliioji, ill Gibraltar Bay, 3rd June, 1803. 

Whereas it is essentially necessary for the good, of his 
Majesty’s Service, that the most strict attention is paid to the 
preservation and issue of every description of Naval Stores 
committed to your charge ; You are therefore hereby required 
and directed to pay due attention to the preservation of the 
Stores committed to your charge accordingly ; and on no ac- 
count or consideration whatever, to supply any of his Majesty’s 
Ships or Vessels under my command with Naval Stores, with- 
out being furnished with the Boatswain’s and Carpenter’s 
Supplies, Expenses, and Remains, by the Commander of the 
Ship or Vessel making such demand. You are then only to 
complete their remains to four months, agreeable to the es- 
tablishment. It is also my particular directions that you do 
not on any account supply those of his Majesty’s Ships or 
Vessels which may arrive from England with Stores of any 
kind, unless it shall be to replace articles which (from accidents 
in bad weather) may have been rendered unserviceable on the 
passage. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II. M. SHIP VICTORY. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Cuptain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, Gibraltar, .Inno 4th, 1803. 

You will not anchor here, but proceed and join me as ex- 
peditiously as pos.sible on the Rendezvous : if no place is 
mentioned, of course Malta. I recommend making the South 
end of Sardinia and also Maretimo in Sicily — this Island is 
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bold, too, inside or out. Mr. Atkinson'’ will keep you clear of 
the Esquerques, but after you are past Maretimo, do not keep 
too near Sicily for the shoals lie out five or six miles. Hoping 
for a quick sight of you, believe me, dear Sutton, yours most 
sincerely. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Hardy has made your fortune.' 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

Ampliion, Gibraltar, June 4th, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

We arrived here in the night, and as the news of actual 
War had not reached this place, I am anxious to get to the 
Fleet. Mr. Elliot has been so good as to send a Messenger 
to Madrid to get information respecting Spain, but although 
our Consul at Cadiz expects that there must be a War with 
Spain, yet I do not find that any particular activity prevails 
in their Naval Arsenal at Cadiz. They have just got two rich 
Ships from Manilla. You may rely on my activity in getting 
olf Toulon, when all will go on smoothly. Buonaparte’s 
brother Jerome passed from Martinique a few days ago in a 
Ship of the Line. It would have been pleasant to have laid a 
little salt on his tail, but I hope to do it yet. Believe me ever, 
my dear Sir, your most attached and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


I’O SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 

Ampbion, in Gibraltar Bay, 4tb Juno, 180;b 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty of my arrival here last night, and that 1 have 
directed the Tourterclle to proceed, according to the orders 
her Commander has received from Sir Richard Bickerton, to 

* Master of tlic Victory. 

* Alluding, jocularly, to tbe capture of the French Brig. 
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Cork, and from thence to England, taking under his protec- 
tion the Abundance Store-ship, and the Trade bound his way. 
And, as I have received information that the Enemy have 
Cruizers olF Cape Trafalgar, I have left orders for the Re- 
sistance, on her arrival here from Lis])on, to proceed with the 
Tourterelle and convoy her twenty or twenty-five leagues to 
the Westward of Cadiz, or the Strait’s Mouth — calling for the 
Trade from Cadiz, should he be informed by the Consul that 
there are any there. After executing these orders, to return 
and cruize between Cape Trafalgar and (>ape Spartel, occa- 
sionally calling at Gibraltar for further orders. You will 
farther inform their Lordships, that I am getting under weigh 
in the Amphion to proceed to Malta, and shall take the 
Maidstone with me — having left the Bittern to cruize between 
Europa Point and Ceuta, to keep the communication open 
with the Coast of Barbary. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bhonte. 

TO TOE r?RSP£ClTrE OFFICERS OF GIBRALTAR YARD. 

[Order Book.] 

Amphion, in Gihraltar Bay, 4l,U June, 180,‘L 

You arc hereby required and directed to put the Gun and 
Flat-bottomed Boats in a state of service, as well as to fit the 
Guerricr Sheer-hulk for the reception of thirty or forty 
Officers, and three hundred common men ; and for the better 
expediting the above services, you arc to enter twelve Ship- 
wrights on the Garrison establishment till completed. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN THE HONOURABLE PHILIP WODEHOUSE,*^ Il.lM, SHIP 
RESISTANCE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Amphion, in Gibraltar Bay, 4th .Jnno, lK0;h 

Having directed Captain SimpsoiP of the Tourterelle to 
follow the order of Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton of 

* Vide vol. iv. p. rdtT. 

* Tno pioscnt Captain Joiui Simpson, who was posted in December 1805). 
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tlie 4tli ultimo, and, in addition, to take the Abundance Store- 
ship, together with such Trade as may be bound from hence 
to the United Kingdom, You are hereby required and directed 
to proceed with his Majesty’s Ship under your command, 
and accompany the Tourtcrelle and her Convoy, from twenty 
to twenty-five leagues to the Westward of Cadiz, or the 
Straits’ Month. Having so done, return, and cruize between 
Cape Trafalgar and Cape Spartel, for the protection of the 
Trade, and anno^^ance of the Enemy, calling occasionally at 
Gibraltar, which is recommended to be done, when the wind 
is to the Eastward, that you may return again to your station, 
unless you should find orders there to the contrary, and to 
afford every assistance required by his Excellency Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Trigge. Having directed the Bittern 
to cruise for the purpose of keeping the communication open 
betAveen Gibraltar and the Coast of Barbary, you arc at 
liberty to give her (commander such directions as you may 
find necessary for the more effectual execution of this service. 
In case you should receive information of importance, neces- 
sary for me to know, you will cither proceed yourself, or send 
the Bittern, to join me at Malta, or to the Rendezvous I may 
hereafter send you. In the event of not receiving such 
Rendezvous, you arc to make the Soutli end of Sardinia, and 
the Island of Maretimo, in Sicily, where it is probable you 
may fiill in with some Cruizer, which will give you informa- 
tion where I am. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills KXCELLKXOY SIU JOHN ACTOX, liAlir. 

[From a Copy, in the possession of Xico Admiral Sir William ParluM*, Hart., 
G.C.li. “ Sunday, r)tli June (/. c. Saturday, ttli, p.m.) Al 1, weit'liod luid uiihI 
sail, in oonipauy wilh II. M. Ships Maidstone and Bittern. At saw a sirau''i 
h'rifjfate tinder Fremdi eolour.s ; gave cluiee and cleared for aetioii : it ])!()\('d t 
the Tourtcrelle. A.M. (Sunday, hih .lunc,) at (»*o0, hrouj^hl to the Vrow Agnetii 
Dutch Brig; took possession of her, and made sail. At 10‘>10, brought to tl 
Silvaiu, French Brig, took possession of her, and sent them both to Mahu.”J 

.Tune 10th, 180:). 

My dear Sir John, 

Writing as I do, it is impossible that I can know anything 
of the situation of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and par- 
VOL. V. G 
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ticularly that of Naples, but I can readily conceive that it 
must be very unpleasantly situated ; for if it goes too far, 
either on one side or the other, unpleasant circumstances may 
arise. Indeed, there is a chain of difficulties ; but, without 
a compliment, I know nobody at this trying moment so able 
to steer the Vessel of State, for the benefit of our good Sove- 
reigns, as your Excellency. As I bring Mr. Elliot with me, 
it is not for me to enter very deeply into Political sub- 
jects, yet it is right, as far as the purport of my orders go, 
to touch upon them. The words of my orders are — viz., 
‘Your I^ordship is to bo very attentive in observing if the 
French have any design of attacking the Kingdoms of Naples 
or Sicily, and your Lordship is to exert yourself to counteract 
it, and to take, sink, burn, or destroy any Ships or Vessels 
which may be so employed, and to afford to his Sicilian 
Majesty, and his Subjects, all the protection and assistance 
which may be in your power, consistently with a due attention 
to the other important objects intrusted to your carc,^ No 
orders, my dear Sir John, can be clearer or fuller, and I do 
assure you that the last words of Mr. Addington to mo were, 
‘ Take every possible care of their Sicilian Majesties, for the 
Kinu: considers them as the most fiithful Allies that he has 
ever had and there is not in the Ministry a difference of 
opinion on this point, as Mr. Elliot will more fully explain 
than it would bo ]n’oper for me to do, as he is going to you ; 
but of him, yum* Excellency may be assured that he goes to 
you with the kindest and best wishes for the welfare of the 
Two Sicilies, and the hononr of their Majesties. You will 
rc'adily believe how desirous 1 am to pay my duly to the King, 
(>ncen, and the Iloyal Family, and 1 am using force upon 
myself to keep away; for I think it likely, was I to fly to 
Naples, which 1 am so much inclined to do, that the French 
might turn it to some plea against those good Sovereigns : 
but, should the time come wlien your Excellency might wish 
to talk with me, or think it right for me to pay my respects, 1 
shall attend 3*0111* summons with the greatest pleasure. This 
being a letter of business, I shall conclude with assuring yon 
that I am over devoted, l)otli by duty and inclination, to the 
service of their Sicilian Majesties, and, my dear Sir John, 
your Excellency’s most obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO IITS EXCELLEN'CY STR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[From a Copy, in tlio possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Dart., 
O.C.B.] 


June lOtli, 1803. 

My dear Sir John, 

Although I am sure it is totally unnecessary for me to in- 
troduce the brother of Lord Minto to your Excellency, yet 
Mr. Elliot has desired me to do it, that you may be assured 
his sentiments are precisely the same as his noble brother’s, 
for the general safety of all Italy, and particularly for that of 
the Two Sicilies. Mr. Elliot and myself both concur on the 
advantages which must accrue, could the Kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily be kept perfectly Neutral, but we doubt of the 
French allowing the advantage of such a Neutrality ; and, 
therefore, although it may not be in the power of Great Bri- 
tain to keep the French Troops out of the Kingdom of Naples, 
yet that [it] is perfectly easy for us to keep them out of Sicily, 
which if they were once to get a footing in, it would be totally 
lost for ever. Therefore we must naturally look on this object, 
and never allow the possibility of such an event happening, 
so ruinous to their Majesties, «and disadvantageous to Great 
Britain. I am confident that you will, iny dear Sir John, see 
these objects in the same point of view as wc do, and concur 
with Mr. Elliot on what may be most advantageous to both 
our Countries. Feeling all the inclination as I used to do, to 
be serviceable to their Sicilian Majesties, I shall only assure 
you, my dear Sir John, that I wish to prove myself your most 
sincerely attached friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms SACRED MAJESTY' THE KING OF THE TWO SICILIES. 
[From ti Copy in the Sidmoutli Papfis.] 

.Iiine lOtli, 1803. 

Sire, 

I am confident that your Majesty will readily believe how 
desirous I must be to pay my humble duty at Naples; but 
consideration for the situation of your Majesty, and your 
Kingdom of Naples at this moment prevents me from follow- 
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ing nij inclinations, as I have fully set forth in my letter to 
General Acton ; but I beg leave to assure your Majesty, that 
one great reason for my being appointed Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Fleet in the Mediterranean, was my known 
attachment to your Majesty, the Queen, and Royal Family, 
and my ardent wish for maintaining the true honour of your 
Majesty, and the safety and welfare of your Kingdoms. 

The sentiments of his Britannic Majesty will be much 
better expressed by his Representative, Mr. Elliot, than I 
could possibly find words for, but your Majesty’s good faith 
and attachment to the British Nation arc known and acknow- 
ledged by the whole Nation. 

It only remains for me to apologize for addressing a letter 
to your Majesty ; but, from your former goodness to me, I 
cannot resist assuring your Majesty how devotedly I am your 
most grateful, attached, and faithful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO TIER SACRED lUAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE TWO SKTT.IES. 

[From a Copy in llic Sidmoutli Papers.] 

.Tune lOtli, IBOil. 

Madam, 

Your Majesty’s never-failing goodness and condescension 
toward me, makes me take the liberty of addressing a letter 
to you by IMr. Elliot, the brother of Lord Minto; and I am 
confident that your Majesty will find him, both from his duty 
and inclination, a most firm friend to the true honour of the 
King, your Majesty, and Royal Family.’^ 

’’ A translation of this letter in the Elliot Papers, contains the followinj? passaj^es 
not in the Enf,dish copy. After the words “ Royal Family, — “ Je ne parlerai pas 
do moi, je n’ai paa hesoin de, renonvfller mes jn’oteatations, je snis eonnn et jt; ne 
snurois changer.” Before the paragraph heginning, “ 1 saw Prince ('asteleieahi,” 
— “ .I’ui quitte Jiaily Tlnmiltoii le IH Mai, et si attaeliee a votre Atajeste qu’ellc 
sacrifzeroit voloitiers sa propre existence pour conscr\er la votre. Votre Majeate 
n’a jamnis eu nne amie plus sincere, plus attaeliee, et plus vrnic quo votre clierc 
Emma. Vous apprendrez avee ehagriii que lo hon (.’hevalier Hamilton ne I’a pais 
autant avantage du cote de sa fortune, qne I’elat de ses affaires le lui aurait permis. 
II a legne ses biens a ses parens, mnis elle f<;ra toujours Iionneiir a sa inemoire, 
quoiqne laplupart de ses uitiis blame scs derniercs dispositions.” In Lord Nelson’s 
letter to Lauy Hamilton, written earlv in July, he quotes (in English) this para- 
graph in his letter to the Queen of Naples. Tide p. IIB, ]iost. 
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I do not go to Naples at present, for reasons which I have 
wrote to General Acton, but shall be truly happy to pay my 
humble duty when it may be judged more convenient than at 
tliis moment. I saw Prince Castclcicala® the evening before I 
set off. lie is most zealously attached to the service of his 
good Sovereign; but I trust, at this moment, he sees things in 
a darker point of view than the event will justify. With the 
most fervent prayers for the health of your Majesty and the 
Royal Family, be assured that I am your most devoted, 
humble servant. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills EXCKLLENCV MR. JACKSON, MINISTER AT TURIN. 

[ITom Clarke an<l M‘Artlnir, vol. ii. p. .‘11 1.] 

[About lOtli June, 

As far as I can, consistently with my duty to our own King, 
I will take care that no unpleasant circumstances shall happen 
to cause the French to be insolent to those good Sovereigns. 
You, Sir, will be so good as to tell me your opinion of the 
situation of Sardinia. If the King wished it, and the pcoj^lc 
would support their Sovereign, I should feel bound to afford 
them not only every assistance in my power, but to recommend 
a body of Troops, say 3000, to aid so just a cause. My move- 
ments, you know, must materially depend on the sentiments 
and exertions of other Powers : my Naval line of duty is per- 
fectly simple ; but I should feel happy in a miore extended 
sense of duty to aid and assist his Majesty’s faithful Allies. I 
am, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ( APTATN lUCIlARD HUSSEY jMOUBRAV, II. M. SHIP 
AIAIDSTONE.® 

[Ordcr-Rooh. “ Snturday, lltli .luiie. At luouglit to, juul hoisted out the 
Boats; lln"h Elliot, Ainhassador, left the Shiji, and urut on hoard the JMeidstouc.'' 
— Amphlon'n ^ 

Amphion, at Sea, lltli .tune, 18()-». 

You are hereby required and directed to receive on board 
his Majesty’s Ship under your command, his Excellency 

" The Neapolitan Minister in London. 

** Aftonvards Vice-Admiral Sir Richard Iln-^soy Hussey, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B, : he 
died ou the 0th of November ISI-L 
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Hugh Elliot, Esquire, his Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, (together with his suite,) and pro- 
ceed with him to Naples, with the utmost possible dispatch, 
affording his Excellency every necessary accommodation during 
the passage. After having landed him and his suite at the 
above-mentioned place, you arc to wait for his Excellency’s 
dispatches ; but on no account to remain at Naples longer 
than seven days from the time of your arrival. You arc then 
to return and join me on the Ilendczvoiis herewith transmitted, 
without a moment’s loss of time; unless from unforeseen cir- 
cumstances Mr. Elliot should tell you it is necessary to pro- 
ceed direct to Malta. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO im EXCELLENCY WILLIAM DRUMMOND, ESQ. 


[Aut()grai»h Draft, in the possession of tlio Rcvereiul TIunry Girdleslone,] 


Sir, 


[About llth June, lyU3.] 


I beg leave to inform your Excellency of my arrival in the 
Mediterranean, as Coinmander-in-f’hief of his Majesty’s Fleet 
in these seas, and I thinh it also proper to inform your Excel- 
lency, that one article of my instructions is as follows — viz., 
‘ Your Lordship is to be very attentive to the proceedings of 
the French in Italy, in case they should have in view any 
attack upon Egypt, or any other part of the Turkish Domi- 
nions.’ 

Your Excellency will have the goodness to assure the Sub- 
lime Porte of my readiness to contribute all in my power to 
the prosperity of the Ottoman Empire ; and to preserve it 
from the invasion of an ambitious and restless Government, 
and I have only to be informed how I can render them most 
service, to make that a cheerful part of my duty. 

I have taken the liberty of writing to the Grand Vizir and 
Capital! Pasha, to assure them of the same, which, considering 
my personal close connexion with the Sublime Porte, I hope 
your Excellency will not disapprove of. I should be glad to 
be informed of the state of Albania — whether the Govern- 
ment at Constantinople thinks there is any probability of the 
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French trying to realize one of their schemes, of making the 
Morea a Greek Republic. I think if we can establish a mode 
of communication through Mr. Sj)iridion Forcsti, it would be 
the quickest way, unless any event of very great importance 
should call for a Ship being sent dircet to Constantinople. 
The time an express by land will take from Corfu to Constan- 
tinople, will be desirable for me to know. Mr. Elliot, your 
successor at Naples, came out with me, and I have'^just put 
him into a Frigate, and sent him to Naples, whilst I am making 
my voyage to Malta, from whence 1 shall, as soon as possible, 
get with the Fleet off Toulon, Iroin whence I shall do myself 
the honour of writing you. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IIJS lilGllNESS THE CAPITAN PACHA. 

[Autograph draught, iu the possession of the Rev. IJon-y Cirdlcstoiic.] 

Juno l ltli, iHIKi. 

Sir, 

The restless ambition of the Ferson who, for the misfortune 
of mankind, still rules in the Government of France, has called 
me forth from my repose once more to arms, and the King, 
my Master, has thought it proper to appoint me (vommander- 
iu-Chief of his Fleet in the Mediterranean. I trust that the 
Ottoman Empire will be allowed to remain tranquil, and not 
again be unjustly invaded; but should any attempt be made 
by the French to carry such an object into execution, I have 
. the honour to inform your Highness, that 1 am instructed to 
use every means to prevent it, and to afford to tlie Sublime 
Porte and its Subjects, every assistance in my power. This is 
a part of my instructions, which 1 should feel real ])lcasure in 
obeying, as it would not only enable me to evince my grati- 
tude to his Imperial Majesty, but also afford me the pleasure 
I have so long desired, of being personally known to your 
Highness, and of assuring you that I am, with tlie greatest 
respect and attachment, your Highness’s most obedient and 
faithful humble servant, 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
SEVEN ISLES. 


[From a Copy in the possession of Page Nicol Scott, Esq. “ Thursday, Khli, 
(/. Wednesday, iruh, At 4, came to in the harbour of Valcttn. Returned 

a salute to the Oarrisoii with 17 guns. At 4*30, returned a salute to an Americim 
Commodore with 17 guns. At 5, Siduted Sir Alexander John Ball, Bart., with 13 
guns. A.M. [lOthJ Sailed 11. M. Ships Anson and Stately, and Spider Brig. Fri- 
day, 17th J line, 4, a.m. unmoored and hove short; employed w'arping out of the 
Jiarhour of Malta. At H, got out, filled and made sail. .loined II. M. Ship Pheehe.’ 
— Log.~\ 

Malta, June lOth, 1S03. 

IlliistnoQS Gentlemen, 

Having received orders from the Great King, my Master, 
to afford every protection and assistance (consistent with the 
other great objects of my instructions) to the Republic of the 
Seven Isles, I therefore beg leave to inform you of it, and to 
assure you how ready I shall be at all times when called upon, 
to afford that assistance. Mr. Forcsti will more fully convey 
my sentiments of respect to the Illustrious Government, and 
I have only to assure you of my sincere wishes for your hap- 
piness and prosperity, and that I ^am, with the highest respect. 
Illustrious Gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SPIRIDIOX FORESTI, ESQ., CORFU. 

[Autugrnph Draught, iu the possession of the Reverend Henry (lirdlesloiie.j 

[About Kith -luiic, lb()3.J 

Sir, 

Being appointed Commander-iii-Chicf of bis Majesty’s 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, I have to request that you will 
acquaint the Government of the Republic of the Seven Islands 
of it, and to assure them that I am instructed (which I shall 
most wdllingly obey) to afford them all the protection and 
assistance in my power, should the French attempt any inva- 
sion of their Territory, or molestation to their commerce. 
You will also have the goodness to deliver iny letter to the 
Government, [and] you will, of course, let me know the 
situation of that infant Republic, whether you think it will be 
able to maintain its independence, and whether the generality 
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of the people are attaehed to it ; and whether, in your opinion, 
they wish for a change or dissolution of the present Govern- 
ment ; and whether the whole, or any party, would wish to 
give themselves up to France ; and if that they wish to remain 
as they are, would they take up arms to defend themselves 
against the French? Your accurate knowledge of those 
Islands, and the character of every individual on them, will 
enable you to give me such answers as will assist me to regu- 
late my conduct. You will believe that I must liavc all the 
inclination to render them service, when I recollect the very 
elegant compliment made me by the Island of Zantc.'-* I 
have, &c. Nelson and Bkonte. 

TO CAITALN WILLIAM EDVVAUD CRACUAFT,^ H.M. SIllF A.NSON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Aiupliioii, ill Viilcttu Jlarl-'oiir, lOlh Juiks ISO;;. 

Whereas I have received information that the French have 
a Squadron of Frigates in the Archipelago, You arc hereby 
required and directed to take his Majesty’s Ship Stately, 
(whose Captain has orders to put himself under your com- 
mand,) and proceed with all possible dispatch, and cruize 
between Cape Matapan and the South-West end of Caiidia, 
from fifteen to twenty leagues oft’ the Island of Ccrigo, for the 
protection of the commerce of his Majesty’s Subjects, and the 
destruction and annoyance of that of the Enemy. You are to 
continue on this station for the space of one month ; and at 
the expiration thereof, to return to the harbour of Valetta for 
further orders. In the event of not finding any here, you are 
to take such position for the protection of our commerce, and 
annoyance of that of the Enemy, as you shall from circum- 
stances judge most proper, taking care to leave with the 
Senior Oftir;er at this place, or with liis Excellency Sir Alex- 
ander John Ball, Bart., [notice] where you may be found, and 
afterwards not to be absent from Valetta Harbour more than 
fourteen days at a time. Nelson and Bkonte. 

® Fif/e vol. iv. i>. 101. 

’ He ilied at Cliiclicster, in 1810, while cominamling the oca Fencibles on the 
Coast of Sussex. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALI'Y. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Ampliion, at Sen, 17th June, 1803, 0 o'clock a.m. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that I left Gibraltar on the 4th instant, at 
4 o’clock, with his Majesty’s Ship Maidstone, after 

having ordered the Bittern and La Tourtcrelle on the service 
mentioned in my letter to you of that date. On the 11th, in 
latitude 37° 12" North, I dispatched the Maidstone to Naples, 
with his Excellency Mr. Elliot, his Majesty’s Minister at that 
Court ; and on the 1 5th, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, I 
arrived at Malta, from whence Hear- Admiral Sir Richard 
Bickerton, with the Ships and Vessels under his command, 
sailed on the 18th of May last, and I am now on my way to 
join him. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BAlir., ADMIRALI’Y. 

[Origiual, in iJie Adniirnlly.] 

Ampliion, at Sen, 17th June, 1^03. 

Sir, 

I licrewith transmit you for the information of the Lords 
Coniinissioiiers of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from 
Captain Moubray, of his Majesty’s Ship Maidstone,” which was 
delivered me by the Lieutenant sent in with the Vessel 
therein mentioned, on the morning of the 17th invStant, as the 
Amphion was getting under weigh from Malta. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — There are several large cases of Antiquities on board 
L’Arabe, brought from Athens, said to be for Buonaparte for 
the French Republic. 

■ Acquainting Lord Nelson with the capture of L'Aralie, a French Brig of eight 
small guns nnd fifty eight men, on the 14th of J-iue, off the Island of Faro. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amphioii, at Sea, 17 th June, IfSOO. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that on examining the state of His Majesty’s Yard 
at Gibraltar, it was found necessary to have the Gun and Flat- 
bottomed Boats (of whicli there arc only three) put in a state 
for service, and the Guerrier Shcer-hnlk fitted for the re- 
ception of thirty or forty Officers and three hundred other 
Prisonera. I therefore ordered the Naval Storekeeper to enter 
twelve Shipwrights on the Garrison establishment, until the 
above work was completed. And I beg leave to suggest to 
their Lordships the propriety of appointing a Lieutenant, 
Purser, and other proper Officers to the said Sheer-hulk, — 
the Governor having offered to keep a constant Guard on 
board for the safety of the Prisoners. 

I also submit the propriety of a similar Establishment at 
Malta. I have for the present appointed the Madras, whose 
men Sir Richard Bickerton has drafted on board the Fleet, 1 
am, Sir, &c. 

Nklson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SiriTON, 11. AI. SHIP VlC rOllV. 

[Aiitograpli, ill ihc po.sscH.sion of C’aptnin Ives Sutton.] 

Amiiliion, June IStb, 

JMy dear button. 

You will find my Rendezvous off Toulon, where I am sure 
you will join me as soon as you can. Ever yours, most 
truly, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


The Amphion is one of the nicest Frigates I have seen — 
not so large as Amazon, but has every good quality. 
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TO ms KXCKLLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[From a Copy in the Admiriilty.] 

Faro of Messina, June lOtli, iS'OJj. 

Sir, 

This morning I met thc^C^^clops, Captain FyfFo/ and your 
Excellency will believe what displeasure it gave me to find, 
that when his Ship was in the Bay of Naples at anchor, that 
lie should commit such a breach of Neutrality as sending his 
Boats to capture any Vessel coming into the Port ; however, 1 
am glad that (Japtain Fyffe immediately restored one, and 
\vhen the other arrives at Malta, I have ordered her to be 
released ; for as I would not suffer the French to break the 
Neutrality of any Power with impunity, so I will never suffer 
such an improper thing to be done by any of Plis Majesty’s 
Ships under my command. I have the honour to be, &e., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


'lO ms FACKLLFNCV SIR JOHN ACTON, .BAHT., NAPLES. 


[From a Cory in the Admiralty.] 


Private. 


.lime HItli, 1S0:L 


My dear Sir John, 

I have wrote you a Public letter as it may be necessary to 
show it to the French Minister at Naples, that he may take a 
hint relative to Neutrality, but 1 am most exceedingly dis- 
pleased with the conduct of the (/yclops and Experiment. I 
entreat yon, my dear Sir John, to be assured of my sincere 
and affectionate good wishes (and, if necessary, exertions) for 
the happiness of our good Sovereigns. I pray you to assure 
them of my eternal attachment ; and do you believe me, with 
the greatest truth, your most sincere and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Captain .lohuFyffo: in ISOO, he commnndnd the Rcindeor, fought a galliint 
action with two French Brigs, and was Posted in October 1H07. Captain Fyfl'c 
died ill March, ISOo. 
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TO Ills EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 
[Autograph in the Elliot Papers.] 


Private. oft* ]\ressiiia, June 10th, 180o. 

My dear Sir, 

As I am sending a line to General Acton, for the very 
reprehensible conduct of two of our Ships taking Vessels 
when they were at anclior in the Port of Naj)les, and intend, 
if possible, sending it on, though at Messina, I cannot refrain 
from giving you a line, merely to say that we arrived at 
Malta on Wednesday afternoon, the 15th. We were received 
with enthusiasm by the Maltese. Having put things in train, 
1 left it the 17th at daylight. We spoke your Brig from 
Athens going in. I am going towards Capri, where I liope 
to find your letters. I cannot write what I wish, but all 
is smooth at Malta. General Villettes is well disposed to 
attend to my requisitions. Doctor Scott, and all on board, 
are well, and desire their kind remembrances, and I beg you 
to believe me ever yours most faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE COMAIANDING OFFK’ER OF H.M. SHIPS AT MALTA. 

[Lrtler-Book.] 

Ainphion, Juno 20tli, IKOft. 

Sir, 

If the Merchants at Messina want protection for their Ships 
from thence to Malta to go home with the Convoy, you will 
send cither the Charon or Experiment for them. I have 
desired the Merchants to fix the day they will be ready, but 
the Convoy is not to be detained if they arc not ready. lam, 
Sir, &c , f 


Nelson and Bronte. 



94 


LETTERS. 


[1803. 


ro sill EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiiuil, ill the Ailmiralty. On Monday, the iiOtli June, tlie Niger joined, 
and, witli the Ainphion, imssod through the Taro, and \vas joined by the Phoebe. 
On the Silst, Lord Nelson sent the Boats to board a Ship, Avliich proved to be a 
Greek Vessel. — Amphion's Loy.~\ 

1 Amphion, off Strombolo, 22nd June, 1S03. 

Sir, 

Mr. Falcon, our (!)onsul at Algiers, having by his repre- 
sentation made to Lord Pelham,* been sent away in a very 
improper manner (supposing it a Civil Court) from Algiers, 
for the commission of an offence in his house which never will 
be forgiven by a Moor,* I have not, as I have done to the 
States of Tunis and Tripoli, sent any civil message or notifi- 
cation of my arrival in these Seas ; it must depend on the 
wisdom of Administration what line of conduct they mean to 
pursue, for, as is known to many Lords of your Board, our 
conduct must be decisive, whether it is under all circumstances 
to force the present Consul on the Dey, or to submit to the 
Doy’s liavi ng anotlicr Coihsnl named. The two Jews mcri- 

lioned by Mr. Falcon I know are entirely in the French 
interest, indeed tliey arc known partners in Mercantile houses 
at Marseilles; how far our Government would go in insisting 
on the banishment of these Jews, it must determine : all I 
wisli and submit to their Lordships with great respect is, 
that if the business is left to me, my orders may be decisive. 
Tlie insolence of the ]3eyV, Cruizers is beyond whatever I 
have known, and if we give up one tittle of what wc originally 
demand, wc shall always be troubled with his insolence. The 
striking a sudden blow on his numerous Cruizers is the only 
way wc have of bringing him to terms. Should the business 
be left to me, I shall go to Algiers, and if the Dey refuses a 
complete acipiicsccncc in our demands, instantly take all his 
Cruizers. 

As Mr. Falcon has sent triplicates of his letter to Lord 
Pelham, and as it is a business the Cabinet, and not the 
Admiralty Board, must settle, 1 have not thought it necessary 

* Secvi'tary of SliiLe for Foreign Affairs. 

* Two iMoorisli woiuoii were iliseovered in Mr. lalcon's house at Algiers. This 
affair wus the 3ubjr:;t of nuuiy isubsi iinent I.eUers. 
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to send you a copy of Mr. Falcon’s letter to Lord Pelham, but 
enclose you a copy of his letter of the 4th ultimo to me, for 
their Lordships’ intbrmation. I am. Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Piipcrs.] 

.Time ‘2r)th, [180‘J,] off Capri. 

Wrote before the Maidstone joined.'^ 

My dear Sir, 

I did myself the pleasure of writing you a line from Mes- 
sina, under cover to Sir John Acton : I am now anxiously 
looking out for the Maidstone ; for my passage lias been so 
long — nine days from Malta — that I am miserable at not 
having joined the Fleet, when so much dejiends on my arrival 
to make the necessary arrangements. I shall not touch on 
the politics of Italy, or fancy what the French are after at 
Genoa and Leghorn. That I expect from your Excellency. 

I cannot sufficiently reprobate the Paper that our Consul 
and Merchants have been weak enough t^o sign at Leghorn, 
if what I have is the true account. The moment they were 
detained Prisoners of War, then the whole matter ended. It 
was not necessary for them to give any opinion or any pledge, 
beyond wdiat Prisoners on parole usually give. I send the 
Niger with this letter — she is not to anchor ; and if she docs 
not join me in twenty-four hours, or less, from her leaving 
me, she must follow me off Toulon ; for I cannot stay another 
moment. 

I wrote to General Acton from Messina reprobating the 
conduct of the (’yelops, in sending her Boats, when at anchor 
in the Bay of Naples, to board and capture French Vessels. 
One, I find, was given up, and the other I have ordered, if 
she arrives at Malta; for tis I would not suffer the French to 
do it with impunity, so I will not allow any Ship under my 
command to l)rcak any Neutrality, much less that of Naples, 


* WMien off Capri, at 10 A.M., on the ‘iolli of .Tune, Lonl Ni ls»)n reejilled the 
Maidstone and Itedhridgo from Naples, iind they joined the Aiiiphion at noon. — 
Log. 
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whose situation I commiserate from the very bottom of my 
soul. 

Your Excellency will^ I am sure, say every kind thing for 
me to Sir John Acton, and be assured that I am, with the 
highest respect, your Excellency’s most obedient and faithful 
servant, Nelson and Bronte. 

Noon. — The Maidstone just joined, and I am looking at 
dear Naples, if it is what it was ; God send me good news ! 


TO Ills KXCELLKXCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

1‘Autoy rftjtli, in llie Elliot Pnpers,] 

No. 1. 

My dear Sir, QAtii, [Iho;i,] oft’Capvi, 

I have read 3 mur letter, and those of General Acton’s, with 
much attention ; and it could not cost me one minute’s ro- 
llcction, under all the peculiar circumstances of the Two 
Sicilies, what line of conduct I would pursue at the present 
moment, (but this must be subject to change, as the French 
may alter their conduct,) Great Britain having nothing else 
in view than the preservation of the Two Sicilies. It is a 
most important point to decide (the French having invaded 
the Kingdom, although with a pretence not just or honour- 
able,) when Sicily ought to be placed in a state of security. 
For the present, 1 am content to say that Messina need not bo 
taken possession of f but the strictest watch must be kept by 
Sir John Acton, that we are not lulled into a fatJtl security, 
and thus lose both the Kingdoms. If the French assemble a 
greater number of Troops than usual at Brindisi, Otranto, and 
Tarento, or assemble any number of large Boats at those 
places, particularly Tarento, then I think that not a moment 

* Til a I.ijtlcM- IVom liord lloliavt, Socrelary of Stalo for tlio W^ir HopartnuMil, 
to Major (IcMienil Villottes (vile vol. i. p. MTS,) or llie Oilicor ooniinaiidiiig tlio 
'l'roo])s ill Malta, dull'd on tin* ITtli of May, liis Lordslii]) s;aid, “if land 

Nrlsoii, in tlio prosecution of liis iustriu:lioiis,jnd{?ed it expedient to take jiosscHsion 
of the Citadel and Eort of MeHsina, and should apply to yon for the co-oi»erfition 
of a detachment of the Troojis .iidcr yoiir command, you are to comjily Avith his 
application, provided that the ft rce which you shall so detach do not exceed JiOtJO 
men, and that the said force car he spni’ed from Malta without evident risk, to the 
security of that Island.” — C’lyjy, ii the possession of the Right Honourable John 
Wilson Cvoker. 
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should be lost to secure Sicily. In a small degree we risk it 
every day, in hopes of preserving the Kingdom of Naples; 
but for the present moment I am, if Sir John Acton coin- 
cides with me, induced to participate in the risk. I shall 
instantly send two Ships of War to cruise off Cape Spartavento, 
and towards the Gulf of Tarento, to give a check to the move- 
ments of Troops by sea. By land I cannot judge of the time, 
but a few Boats would very soon bring over from llcggio 
some thousands of Troops ; nor could all the Navy of Europe 
prevent the passage, the current running seven miles an hour. 
Therefore I shall only observe again, that to save for the 
moment Naples, we risk the two Kingdoms, and General 
Acton must join me in this heavy responsibility. Every de- 
fence against such a voyage by sea shall be taken. With 
respect to securing an asylum, and safe retreat to the Royal 
Family at this moment, I will leave a Frigate, and either 
a Ship of the Line or Frigate shall always be at Naples. 
With respect to the other part of Sir John Acton’s letter, we 
have ever thought the same, in which most cordially has coin- 
cided Lord Minto, that not less than 10,000 men should be 
kept for the service of the Mediterranean. 

The moment I get off Toulon, I shall send a Vessel to 
England, and something to Naples to replace the Phoebe, and 
everything shall be stated most fully. Your Excellency will 
have the goodness to assure their Majesties and Sir Jt)hn, 
that as it is rny orders, so it will ever be a most cheerful part 
of my duty, to do everything for the ])ersonal security of the 
Royal Family, and for the security of their Kingdoms, and I 
assure your Excellency that it will be my pride to co-operate 
with you in this desirable work, for I arn ever, with the 
greatest respect, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[From a Coi>y in llie Elliot Papers. 3 

My dear Sir John, 

Your Excellency having done me the honour to call upon 
me for my sincere opinion, I have given it to the best of my 
VOL. V. H 
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judgment, and with a view to all the different circumstances 
of the case, viz. — that the French having made a (false) pre- 
tence for taking possession of Pescaro, Brindisi, Otranto, and 
Tarcnlo, would, if Great Britain was to secure Sicilj from 
their insatiable grasp, probably come to Naples ; and thus the 
King (God bless him) lose one of his Kingdoms. In this 
view I have given my opinion for the present moment, to his 
Excellency Mr. Elliot, who \vill, if you please, give your Ex- 
cellency a copy of my letter and opinion. In forming it, I 
have endeavoured to conform to the spirit of my instructions 
— to do everything in my power, for the security of the 
dominions of his Sicilian Majesty.’ I am as anxious as your 
Excellency can be, to run every reasonable risk for the ])re- 
sei*vation of the Royal authority over the rest of the Kingdom 
of Naples ; but both you and myself are bound to take care that 
the probability of the loss of two Kingdoms, docs not out- 
weigh the momentary honour of ruling (by ^ la grace de la 
Republique Fran<j’aise’) over a great part of one of them ; and 
we must always recollect, that although Naples may be lost, 
Sicily is secure; but if Sicily is lost, so is Naples. I will not 
trouble your Excellency with combating the reasoning of such 
a Power as Franco, and with such an Army at your door. 
Will not Russia support our guarantee ? The honour of 
Monarchs is fled. My dear Sir John, you have my opinion ; 
and I am ready, jointly w ith your Excellency, to run the risk 
of Sicily for a short time, till we can form some further ideas 
of their plans, by the movements of their Troops. On this I 
must rely on your Excellency. If the French approach near 
enough to Naples to make prisoners the Royal Family, then 
all is lost; for then the struggle would he, shall the French 
or English get Sicily? If the English got it in possession, the 
French would not believe (or pretend so) but that the King 
gave his approbation, and they would treat him accordingly. 
If his Majesty gave the French possession, it would be lost 
for ever, and the King w'ould hold Naples durante bene 
placiUh 

I aril aware of the difficulty of deciding, but as an honest 
man, and wdth the best judgment wdiich God has given me, I 
think your Excellency should not advise his Majesty to run 
too much risk of his person falling into the hands of the 
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French. Everything else which I could urge on this important 
subject, will so naturally suggest themselves to you, that it 
would be presumptuous to say more. A Ship of War — and, 
generally, of the Line — shall, on some pretence or other, 
always be in the Bay of Naples, to prevent that worst of all 
accidents, the loss of the Royal Family. 

The Prince, as Viceroy, could not be of half the import- 
ance as the King; for his Royal Highness is still only a 
Subject. I entreat your Excellency to lay me at their Ma- 
jesties’ feet ; and to declare most solemnly, that to save their 
persons from falling into the hands of the French, I would 
lay down my life ; and 1 beg your Excellency to believe me, 
with the highest respect, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.8. — I do not presume to write to their Majesties at this 
moment, having stated my free thoughts to your Excellency 
and Mr. Elliot, but I feel -truly sensible of their Majesties’ 
good opinion of my zeal and activity, and which it shall ever 
bo my pride to merit. 


TO HIS EXCEI.LKNCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART, 
i I'roin H Copy in the ElUol Papovs.] 

Private. ofroapri. 

My dear Sir John. 

If I know myself, it is to know, that the more my friends 
are in distress, the more I am anxious to serve them. A 
mouse assisted a lion, which is the only comparison I can 
make in arrogating to myself the power of assisting a King 
of the House of Bourbon ; and I am sorry to say, the only 
one who has strictly preserved his honour, or dignity, and 
fidelity to his. Allies, and I shall feel proud in aiding you, my 
dear Sir John, in saving these two fine Kingdoms, and Mr. 
Elliot will join us most cordially in this good work. All we 
must take care of is, not to run the risk of Sicily, beyond the 
line of prudence ; on this point we rely, (as the Seamen’s 
phrase is,) on your Excellency’s look-out. You must be 
aware of our distance, and be in time. 1 will, if you send to 

H 2 
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me off Toulon, cither attend myself, or send Sir llichard 
Bickerton.® Declarations are to come from our Officers, that 
the authority of his Majestj*^ is in no one respect to be 
abridged ; and if my counsel can have weight, I should re- 
commend, at the risk of a War with all the Barbary States, to 
liberate the Sicilian Flag from their insolence. I assure you 
I would only ask for three months’ War to put them in order; 
not by attacking Algiers, but taking all their Cruisers. I am 
going off Toulon, and from thence shall send a Vessel direct 
to England. It has been my plan to have 10,000 disposable 
Troops in the Mediterranean ; this is also Lord Minto’s, and 
his Excellency Mr. Elliot's. I shall write to you from off Toulon, 
and ever believe me, with the truest esteem, your Excellency’s 
most obedient and faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte, 

Give my respects to Lady Acton, and I shall be happy in 
making my bow, and seeing your little ones, when it may be 
judged prudent. I only beg that you will not apologize for 
your English writing ; very few write English so well. I am 
not surprised that the King will not part with your Excel- 
lency; if he did, adieu this Kingdom. Faithful servants arc 
not to be parted with at this time. I shall send a Squadron 
to look after Genoa and Leghorn. 

N. AND B. 

I have wrote to your Excellency from Messina, res[)ecting 
the conduct of the Frigates who sent their Boats after the 
French Vessels. 


TO Ills EXC ELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[,Antoj>Tnpli, in tlio Elliot TaptMs.] 

No. 2. 

My dear Sir, 25th, ifioo. 

I am so anxious to answer your Excellency’s letter, that I 
have only touched on the most important part of it, jointly 


* Rear- Atlmi nil Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart., second in connnund, with his Flag 
(White at the mizeii) in the Kent. This aide Officer died an Admiral of the Red, 
and a KnigiJt Commander of the iialh, in Efbniaiy 1^32. 
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with Sir John Acton. I shall not, therefore, repeat to him 
my letter No. 1 ; but request of you to show it him, and, if he 
wishes it, a copy. I have given riiy opinion to the best of my 
judgment, under all the circumstances. Had I only to con- 
sider, Is Sicily safe at this moment? I should say, No» But 
let it be recollected, that I am called upon not to entirely lose 
Naples by my opinion, but to try, with that important object 
in view, to save Sicily. I have arranged with General Vil- 
lettes to have 2000 men ready for service ; and I shall write 
secretly to have them in momentary preparation. If Sir John 
Acton, without choosing to run too great a risk for Sicily, 
chose to send to me off Toulon, I would attend myself, if 
possible, this very important service, I am very anxious to 
join the Fleet ; for I must place a Squadron between Elba 
and Genoa, to prevent that Expedition from moving, and also 
to send some Ships to the Straits’ Mouth, and to keep enough 
to watch the Ships in Toulon, of whose force or readiness for 
service I am totally ignorant. These are all important objects, 
but nothing when compared with the security of the Sicilies. 
I am ever, your Excellency’s most faithful and obedient ser- 
vant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


70 JUS l!:XCELLl!:NCY IIVGH ELLTOJ', ESQ. 


[Auto^^vapli, ill llie Elliot Papers.] 

.lune 25tli, ofi‘ Cnpri [ISOIJ.] 

My dear Sir, 

I send you an order which, when necessary, you will deliver 
to the Commander of any King’s Ship in the Bay of Naples. 
I will never trust the Royal Family ; hui if you think it right 
to send away the Ship with any dispatches to me, you must 
judge of the propriety of it. You may rely on my care of 
you by water. Toulon is my Rendezvous, but I very much 
doubt if any Neapolitan Vessel will come off that place. If 
they really do come, they are changed. Ever, my dear Sir, 
yours faithfully. 


Nelson and BroNtE. 
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TO THE SENIOR CAPTAIN OV HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS IN THE 
HAY OF NAPLES. 

[ Autograph in the Elliot Papers, j 

Aiiiphioii, off Capri, ‘2tith June, ibOH. 

Most secret and confidential. 

You are hereby required and directed, on this order being 
delivered to you, to receive on board, or to convoy them if 
they embark on board one of their own Ships, the King, 
Queen, and Royal Family of Naples, to Palermo, or such other 
place as the King ma}^ choose to proceed to; and you will 
afford every protection and assistance to all those who may 
wish to follow their Majesties, (and that the^^ approve of.) 
And you will also receive his Majesty’s Minister and suite, 
and afford such other protection as is in your power, to all 
British Subjects and their property, as the urgency of the 
case may require. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY JIUCH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, iu the Elliot I’apers.] 

No. 3. ' a.ai., [imj 

My dear Sir, 

Calms have prevented my sending off the Phoebe to you 
yesterday ; and I have to request that your Excellency will 
make all due allowances for the language which I may have 
used, and for not having put my opinion more concise than it 
appears at present ; but as it flowed from the unlettered pen 
of a Seaman, you must receive it, my whole opinion resting 
in these few words — that we must not risk Sicily too far in 
trying to save Naples; thereforcy General Actoiiy yourself and 
myself must keep a good look-out 

When the French General comes to Naples, the business 
will be clear ; for if he insists on our being shut out of the 
Ports of the Kingdom, their plan is decided, and wc must not 
lose time. Ever, my dear Sir, yours most truly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN HENllY RICHARDSON/ II. M. SHIP JUNO. 

[Order Book.] 

Ampliioii, off Capri, iiOtli .iitiie, ISO*). 

Whereas, the French have taken possession of Pescara, 
Brindisi, Otranto, and Tarento, and it being apprehended 
that they will convoy their Troops along shore either into 
Sicily, or the Coast of Calabria opposite to it, you are there- 
fore hereby required and directed (notwithstanding former 
orders) to proceed with his Majesty’s Ship under your com- 
mand, and cruize very diligently off Cape Spartivento and on 
the (^oast towards Tarento, for the purpose of intercepting 
any French Troops, which I have reason to believe will be 
attempted to be convoyed along shore; and in the event of 
your falling in wdtli them, to take, sink, burn, and destroy 
them, without regard to their being in any Ship or Vessel 
bearing a Neutral Flag. You are to continue on this service 
until you arc relieved, or receive my further orders, acquaint- 
ing me as opportunity may offer of your proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — A Sloop of War will be sent to you soon. 


TO SIR KVAN NEPEAN, BART., AJ).M[RALTV. 

I (Original, in the Admimlly.] 

Ampliion, off Capri, June, iHOJi. 

Sir, 

I received letters from their Excellencies Mr. Elliot and 
General Acton yesterday afternoon, and as the French have 
declared their intention, and begun to put in execution, 
the taking possession of Pescara, Brindisi, Otranto, and 
Tarento, and as it must ever be uncertain what further mea- 
sures they may take for the entire subjugation of the whole 
Kingdom of Naples, I have thought it right to send a Frigate 
to lay in the Bay of Naples, in order to secure a retreat to 
our Minister and the English and their property, and others 
who may unhappily again want the protection of his Majesty’s 


' Captain Richardson will be frequenth meniioned. 
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Flag; and, under the present circumstances, the Bay of 
Naples will never be left without a Ship of war. 

I have also sent directions for a Frigate and Sloop of War 
to cruize from Cape Spartavcnto towards Tarento, with orders, 
if the French move coastways in Vessels, to take, sink, or 
destroy them, without any regard for their being embarked in 
Ships bearing the Neutral Flag; thus having arranged every- 
thing in my power for the service of Naples and Sicily, I am 
now on my way olF Toulon, where Sir Richard Bickerton 
very judiciously proceeded with the Fleet, the moment he was 
certain of hostilities. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CATTAIN CIIAJILKS MARSH SCHOMHERC?, H.M. SHIP 3IADRAS. 

OR THE SENIOR OFEICER OF H.M. SHIPS AND VESSELS AT 

MALTA. 

[Order-Book.] 

Ampliion, ofl’ Cnpri, 2Ctli Jiinr, 180;.]. 

Whenever General Villettes, commanding his Majesty’s 
Troops at Malta, shall require any assistance for convoying a 
body of Troops to Sicily, you are hereby required and directed 
to take, if w^anted, (for such service only) every man from the 
Transports or Merchant- Vessels at Malta, and afford Major 
General Villettes all the assistance in your power, for the pur- 
pose of convoying the Troops above-mentioned from Malta 
to Sicily, taking particular care that the men are returned 
to their respective Ships the moment this service is per- 
formed, of which you will acquaint the men when taken from 
their Ships. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MAJOR-GENERAL VILLETTES, MALTA. 

[Autograph, in the po.s.ses},ion of J. B. Heath, E.sq.] 

June 2«th, 1800. 

Secret and confidential. 

My dear General, 

1 have had my communication with Naples, and a melan- 
choly one it has been. TJje French have taken possession of 
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Pescara, Brindisi, Otranto, and Tarento, on a pretence that 
we were to evacuate Malta as they did Naples ; but as we 
have not done so, they resume their former position in the 
Kingdom of Naples. The King is fully sensible of the injus- 
tice of the French, and although he would, I am sure, be very 
glad for us to secure Messina, yet he thinks that the moment 
we possess ourselves of Messina, that moment the French 
would inarch to Naples. Thirteen thousand is the force of 
the French, spread over 200 miles of country ; therefore, for 
the present moment, I have consented not to push our occupy- 
ing Messina, till we see what further steps the French will 
take; for the King hopes to retain still the vest of his 
Kingdom of Naples. But the moment any appearance is 
made of further invasion, we shall be desired secretly to go 
to Messina, and, if we had the Troops, to have garrisoned 
Naples and Gacta. I assure you, under all the circumstances 
which have been laid before me, I have had a difficult task to 
form my opinion. The sum of it is this; to keep a strict look 
out on every movement and language of the French, and not 
to risk Sicily beyond the line of prudence, in order to allow 
the King for a short time to rule over part of the Kingdom of 
Naples; and for the King to recollect that if Sicily is lost, so 
is Naples ; but that Naples being lost, is more likely to be 
regained by securing Sicily. The whole purport of my letters 
goes not further than this. 

With respect to the Neapolitan Troops, General Acton told 
Mr. Elliot that he hoped by this time that the Neapolitan 
Troops had arrived in Sicily. I have the same reasons for 
wishing them kept back, as 1 had when at Malta — ‘ a fear that 
they will fancy themselves stronger at Messina and Sicily 
than thc}^ really arc, and therefore defer calling for our assist- 
ance so soon as I could wish therefore, I still wish those 
Troops kept back. If General Acton sends for them, we must 
submit ; but at present we need not find means of send- 
ing them awa}^ With respect to the 2000 men, or such a 
number as you can spare for tlic service of Messina, I earnestly 
request that they may be held in constant readiness, for you 
tnay very likely be sent to from one moment to another. 

The distance is so short, that it would not be necessary to 
wait for baggage, &c. ; I would take care that the Garrison 
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should want for no comfort in my power. The first appear- 
ance of the 2000 men, or as near as possible to that number, 
would have a very happy effect, and much encourage the 
Sicilians in resisting even French influence ; which is all I 
hope that eVer they will be able to attempt in that Island : 
and if it should be necessary, a part afterwards can be with- 
drawn. 

I shall send a Vessel to England, the moment I get off 
Toulon ; and as both the Spider and the Redbridge come to 
me directly, they will bring your dispatches : for if even the 

first Vessel is sailed, through one seems the only safe 

mode of communication with England. I am, my dear Gene- 
ral, with the greatest respect, your most faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO TllK RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[■Autograpli, in the Sidmontli Papers, j 

Ami*bion, .lunc ‘^Hth, iKOtl, between Bardiniu and Naples. 

My dear Sir, 

Knowing how very much you are pressed for time, I shall, 
as briefly as possible, consistent with telling you, as a friend, 
my sentiments on all the topics which I shall necessarily touch 
upon, with that sincerity which becomes me to you, be my 
opinion right or wrong. 

I shall only say one word of Gibraltar, on which I had a 
serious conversation with Sir Thomas Trigge, on the impro- 
priety of placing Dillon’s Regiment® as part of the Garrison of 
Gibraltar. When wc reflect how that Regiment is composed, 
and that fifty men, the usual Guard at Land Port Gate, by 
being corrupted, might lose the place, who shall say Gibraltar 
is secure with those Troops? If it is said, do not trust them with 
the Guard, then you show your distrust, and, naturally, they 
become your enemies. The Regiment of Rolle is a fine Corps, 
and will ser\^e faithfully ; but 1 would not trust them at Gib- 
raltar. 

The next point I come to is Algiers. Mr. Falcon the 
Consul having sent home his own account of the transaction, 


* That regiment, like Dc Rolle’s, %va!s formed entirely of Foreigners; 
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it rests with Government to determine what steps are to be 
taken. All that I entreat, if the matters are left to me to 
settle, [is] that our demands for satisfaction be fixed ; for if we 
give way in the smallest thing, the insolence of the Dey will 
but increase. Whatever the wisdom of Government directs 
shall be attended to. The alternative must be instantaneous 
War on a refusal to our demands, or an entire acquiescence. 
Mr. F. thinks that the Dey never will receive him. He knows 
best the reasons why he thinks so. 

Malta. — I arrived tlierc the 15th of June, in the evening. 
The French Minister, General Vial, had left it in a Ragusa 
Vessel in the morning. The Maltese arc in the highest spirits, 
and sincerely hope that they will now be never separated 
from England. My opinion of Malta, as a Naval station for 
watching the French in Toulon, is well known; and my 
])rescnt experience of what will be a three weeks’ passage, 
most fully confirms me in it. The Fleet can never go there 
if 1 can find any other corner to put them in : but having said 
this, I now declare, that I consider Malta as a most important 
outwork to India, that it will ever give us great influence in 
the Levant, and indeed all the Southern parts of Italy. In 
this view, I hope wc shall never give it up. I carried out 
orders from Lord Hobart, that General Villcttes was to hold 
2000 men at my reijuisition, if they could be spared from the 
defence of Malta, for the service of Sicily. The language of 
General Villcttes was natural : ‘ The Garrison appointed for 
Malta is not more than on the most economical number of 
men was judged suflicient; and, looking to the assistance of the 
Maltese in case of a siege, that these numbers of British 
troops were only sufficient for the ordinary duties, and that, 
when the Nea}>olitan Troops w'cnt away, (and he was ordered 
to send them away,) the duty would be very severe ; that the 
addition of Maltese Troops, when trained and formed, would 
be little better than a well-formed Militia ; and, however much 
they undoubtedly would assist, yet they could not be counted 
as British Troops ; however, that he '=<hould not hesitate in 
providing 1200 men, and a Corps of Artillery, to be under the 
command of General Oakes, a most excellent Oilicer, for the 
service of Messina, whenever I might call for them and the 
General wished that I should mention this conversation, when 
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I had any opportunity of coininiinicating with Ministers, (but 
which opportiMiity I never can have, but in this private, con- 
fidential way.) Sir Alexander Ball thinks, that if half the 
Troops were gone on other services, particularly to Sicily, that 
the Maltese would defend the Island, against any force the 
French could send, supported by our Fleet. Truth probably 
la^^s between ; but, iny dear Sir, these sort of orders should 
never be left discretionary. You make an Officer responsible 
i’or the safety of the place, yet tell him in the same breatli, 
‘ Send away so many men, if you can spare them without 
evident risk.’ The conduct of the Officer must be naturally 
to secure himself from the very great responsibility thrown 
upon him by such an order. 

Sicily. — The state of Sicily is almost as bfid as a civilized 
Country can be. There arc no Troops fit to be called such, with 
a scarcity of corn never known, and of course bread so dear 
that the lower class of People are discontented. The Nobles 
are oppressors, and the middle rank wish for a change ; and 
although they would prefer us to the French, yet I believe 
they would receive the French, rather than not change from 
the oppression of the Nobles. The Citadel of Messina is strong 
and in good order, but with a few miserable Troops badly paid, 
if paid at all ; therefore, what could be expected from them ? 
A French Frigate has been there lately, a French Aide-de- 
camp to the Grand Master, and, lastly, General Vial : they 
have good eyes, and many at Messina arc seduced by them ; 
and if the Neapolitan Troops at Malta were removed there, I 
fear we should find more enemies and the French more 
friends. (On tliese Troops I shall touch in another place.) 

On the 17th, at daylight, I left Malta ; on the 20th, I passed 
the Faro of Messina. The lower class of Boat-people came 
on board with fruit, Sec, — their expressions were strong, and 
ought to be received with caution, yet witli their hearts in 
their liands, you may gather sentiments to form a pretty 
accurate opinion. ^ Viva il Be ! Viva Inglese ! When will 
the English come back to Messina ?’ On asking them if they 
had any Jacobins in the City, ‘ Yes, the gentry who wear 
their hats so — on one side the head’ — vide Bond-street 
loungers. On the 25th, I was at the entrance of the Bay of 
Naples, where I had appointed the Frigate wliich carried Mr. 
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Elliot to Naples to join me. I send you copies of my letters 
to Sir John Acton, the King and Queen, witli their answers, 
Mr. Elliot’s, and likewise those I have sent to liord St. 
Vincent, for him to lay them before the Cabinet. Here 
it is necessary to observe to you, that a Sea-Officer cannot 
hold any official correspondence but with the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, without an order for that purpose, which is 
often given : therefore, I liave certainly irregularly sent them 
to Lord St. Vincent, as a Cabinet Minister — conceiving they 
arc on subjects which the Board of Admiralty can have 
nothing to do with, much less the Clerks of that Office, 
through whose hands they must pass. When you, my dear 
Sir, take into your consideration all the letters sent me, with 
the liberal conduct towards my judgment, I trust that you 
will agree with me, that under all circumstances at this mo- 
ment, I did right to give the opinion which I have done; 
but I stand open to the correction of the Cabinet. I felt that 
it was our wish to make Naples feel that we were her true 
friends, and sincerely wished to preserve as much as possible 
for her, and not to hasten the loss of any part of the Kingdom 
of Naples. 

Sardinia is declared Neutral, but that no Foreign Troops 
would be allowed to land. I wish they may keep off the 
French. We have no Troops to assist them, if they wanted 
our assistance. This reminds me of a word about more Troops 
for Naples: should the King of Naples, which is most probable, 
Vie obliged to quit his Capital and retire to Palermo, what 
Ceneral Acton suggests would be attended with the very 
happiest consequences, — the possession of Gaeta, a very strong 
fortified Frontier Town, with a fine Bay and Port, the country 
people hostile to inveteracy against the French: 1500 British 
would secure this post, and always give us an entry into the 
country. I am not Military man sufficient to say how long our 
Troops could 'hold St. Elmo and the other Castles at Naples; 
but they would give that energy to the people, wdiich might, 
and probably w^ould be attended with the happiest effects. I 
regret the necessity of withdrawing the last part of that fine 
Egyptian Army, and am aware of the influence it will have 
on the timid Council of Naples. 

Rome. — By a letter from Mr. Jackson, his Majesty’s Minis- 
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ter to the King of Sardinia, of June 17th, he says : — have 
seen the Secretary of State of this Government, and his 
Eminence told me tliere was no doubt that this State would 
be suffered to remain Neuter, and, consequently, that the 
Ships of the belligerent Powers will be received in the Ports 
of the Pope’s States.’ This may be the case for the moment; 
but if we were to receive the least advantage by it, I am sure 
we should be turned out as heretofore, 

Tuscany. — It is difficult to know how to consider this State; 
they are not our friends, and it would, perhaps, be hard to 
consider them as enemies. Yet why should France use them 
against us, and we are to suffer Leghorn to enjoy its commerce 
for the advantage, ultimately, of the French ? for it is they 
who receive the fruits of the Tuscan labour and commerce. 
And as the French have declared Leghorn in a state of siege, 
I can see no impropriety of considering it so likewise, and for 
our Government to place it in a state of IJockade whilst the 
French remain in it. 'I'his is for the wise and grave considera- 
tion of our Government. 

Genoa or liiGURiA. — The same as the Italian Republic ; it 
is France as much as Toulon ; it has not even a name of in- 
dependence. Therefore I shall, as far as I see at this present 
moment, have no hesitation in considering all Genoese Vessels 
as French. Everything at Genoa is French ; therefore I hope 
that not a moment will be lost in declaring Genoa so con- 
sidered. The blockade of Genoa ought to be declared in- 
stantly ; if not, it will be what it always has been, the granary 
of the South of France, and the North part of Italy, which 
will be much distressed by such a measure, and I hope it will 
induce the Piedmontese, Genoese, &c., to rise against the 
French. Be that as it may, I do not think that we ought to 
allow the French Armies and friends to be maintained and 
enriched by our not blockading all tlie Genoese Ports. I 
therefore hope that this will instantly be done. The Imperial 
and Greek flag arc filling it and Leghorn with corn. 

Morea. — It is perfectly clear that the French are at work 
in that Country, cither to prepare for their own reception, or to 
induce the Greeks to revolt against the Porte, and either way, 
it is a chain for their getting again to Egypt. If the French 
or their friends conquer the Morea, Egypt would be the 
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price of returning it, unless by an alliance with the Mame- 
lukes they can possess both. This brings to my mind the 
Bey, who is going to England to solicit our justice against 
Turkish oppression. It appears very clear that the Territory 
assigned them in Upper Egypt, will not maintain them and 
their flocks. Government will know how to steer between 
the Turks and Mamelukes. 

July 2nd. To this long letter, I shall only beg to call your 
attention, for what purpose the Erench are collecting such an 
Army in Italy, where at present there can be no prospect of 
an Army able to flice them: 13,000 are in the Kingdom of 
Naples, 8000 are at this moment in Leghorn, 6000 marched 
in on the 28th June, the other parts of Italy are filling with 
Troops, even drawing them from Switzerland. The objects 
must be the conquest of Naples, (perhaps Sicily,) and cer- 
tainly getting over to the Morea; therefore I regret the 
removal of our Egyptian Army, which in any of these enter- 
prises, have kept the French in check : for I am sure they 
are afraid of that Army, and the Italians have the greatest 
confidence in it, and would make a struggle in their moun- 
tains; and time gained to us would be very desirable. 

July 9th. — I joined our Fleet yesterday. With the casual 
absence of one or two Ships, we shall be always seven Sail of 
tlicLine; and as the French have at least seven — I believe 
nine —nearly ready, wc are in hopes that Buonaparte may be 
angry, and order them out, which, I have no doubt, will put 
our Ships in high feather ; for 1 never knew any wants after 
a Victory, although wc arc always full of them before. I will 
only [add,] that no endeavours of mine shall be wanted to gain 
one more, for I am worn up ; and be assured that I am ever, 
my dear Sir, your most faithful and attached friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO 1118 EXCELLENCY TILTJll ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[From a Copy in the Elliot Papers.] 

Secret and private. 

My dear Sir, 

I have answered hastily your letters, and I think that you 
can work on General Acton’s mind to call upon us secretly in 
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time to save Sicily. A reason is fully sufficient for all Europe, 
and the King of Naples, by his Protest, has paved the way for 
securing Sicily. He has the words put into his mouth. The 
English will hold Messina, whilst the French hold any part 
of the Kingdom of Naples ; but I well know, and so do ^mu, 
that the French would assuredly march to Naples. They 
have, unhappily, the upper hand for land forces. With respect 
to the Neapolitan Troops at Malta, General Villcttes has 
orders to send them home, but I have requested him to keep 
the secret, and not to send thorn ; for if they got into Messina, 
they would certainly not keep the French out one moment, 
and it would give a good excuse for not asking us to secure 
Messina. Indeed, I wish General Acton to tell us secretly— 
‘ Secure Sicily for us.’ The more he scolds us jointly with the 
French, the better. It is a nice point for him; for if he 
abuses us too much, the French will kindly offer him assist- 
ance. Further, with respect to the Neapolitan Troops at 
Malta, the General tells me, that with the absence of the 
2000 Neapolitan Troops, and the 2000 British, that he will be 
hard pressed to do the duty of the Garrison. These are points 
for your consideration. If you talk on this subject with Sir 
John, and he makes a point of the Neapolitan Troops being 
taken from Malta, could it not be managed to have our Troops 
go to Messina with them? and then they would remain under 
the orders of General Oakes® who is the Officer destined to 
command at Messina — an excellent Soldier, and a good Man, 
I have done. Ever yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN THOMAS M. HARDY, II.M. SHIP A]MPH[ON. 
[Onler-Book.] 

Anipliion, off Monte Christo, 1st July, 1803. 

Whereas the Government of the Republic of Genoa (or 
Ligurian Republic) has, by its conduct in adopting the wishes 
of the French Minister at that place as acts of their own 
Government, become hostile to Great Britain, you are there- 


* After’yards General Sir imdebrantl Oakes, Baronet, G.C.B., and Lieutenant- 
General of the Ordnance: he died in September 
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fore hereby required and directed to seize and detain all 
Ships, Vessels, and property belonging to the Republic of 
Genoa (or Ligurian Republic), or to any of its Subjects, which 
you may fall in with, and send them into Port, there to remain 
(under the same particular instructions as the detained Ships 
or Vessels belonging to the Batavian Republic, mentioned 
in my order to you of the 30th May last)* until I shall receive 
directions from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
respecting them. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BARI’., ADIMIRALTV, 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Ampliioii, off Monte Christo, 1st July, 

From the following extract of a letter, dated June 14th, 
from Mr. Jackson, at Rome, his Majesty’s Minister to the 
King of Sardinia, viz. : 

‘ The Measures which have been adopted at Genoa against 
us, are the work of this Government, at the requisition of the 
French Minister, as well as the Italian Republic, which gives 
liCtters of Marque against our Vessels, In Tuscany the 
Government has wisely refused to act. I just hear that at 
Genoa the French Minister required 5000 Troops of the 
Government, which replied that they had but 2000, which 
were at his service : it is supposed they will be sent out of 
the Republic, and Genoa be garrisoned with French I’roops.’ 

In every point of view in which I have been able to see 
Genoa, I can only consider her as a part of France, and as 
such I have directed her Shipping to be seized and detained 
till I receive further orders from their Lordships ; and, with 
due deference to the wisdom of Government, I would earnestly 
recommend that Genoa should be declared a Blockaded Port, 
and thus cut off all supj^lies for the Southern parts of France 
and the Northern parts of Italy ; it will make the Inhabitants 
severely feel the baneful effects of F'rench fraternity, and in 
case of a co-operation with some of the Continental Powers, 
will make them ready to throw off the French yoke. Much 


VOL. v. 
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more could be urged on the propriety of this measure, but it 
would be presumptuous in me to say more. 

The Blockade, for to have its full effect should be declared 
in England, as was done in February 1800, and all the 
Genoese Ports should be declared blockaded, and especially 
Port Especcia, which will otherwise be amply supplied from 
Leghorn, and through it the Italian Republic. 

With respect to a blockade of Leghorn, the French having 
declared it in a state of siege. Government must decide how 
far wc should have the complaisance to consider it otherwise, 
and not blockade it. The loyal Government, it is true, does 
nothing, but the French do everything, treating it as a con- 
quered Country, even to hoisting the French Flag on the 
same staff as the Tuscan ; the latter Flag of course is to save 
themselves, and the former to enable them in Tuscany to be 
hostile to us ; such conduct deserves that Leghorn should be 
considered as blockaded whilst the French Troops remain in 
it, and that it is hostile to Great Britain. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADUIRAL JTIK EARL OF ST. ^ JXCEXT, K.I3. 

[Antogrupli in Iho possession of Vice Admiral Sir William Parker, Rart., 0.0.11.] 
Ampliioii, off Monte Cliristo, .Inly 'hid, 

My dear Lord, 

Having wrote everything relative to every Ship in the 
Fleet, and of Naval matters, 1 do not think that the Papers I 
send you herewith are necessary to be laid before the Board 
of Admiralty, but if your Lordship thinks they are, then I 
beg that you will have the goodness to give them to Sir Evan 
Nepean for that purpose ; but that if you agree with me, you 
will eitlicr lay them before the Cabinet, or send them to one 
of his Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State. I am ever, 
niy dear Lord, your most faithful, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL MOIRA. 


[From Clarke ami M‘Arthnr, vol. ii. p. .‘HO.] 

•.>iid .Inly, 1800. 

Another great plan of Buonaparte’s is now perfectly clear ; 
he will attempt the Morea, either by assisting the Greeks in 
an insurrection against the Porte, or this may be done in 
concert with Russia. On this important subject we arc both 
agreed, that it is very probable those two Powers may have in 
view, by concert, the downfall of the Turkish Empire in 
Europe. Candia and Egypt would, of course, if this plan is 
followed, be given to the French, when, sooner or later, fare- 
well India! But even supposing Russia has nothing to do 
with this plan, it would equally answer Buonaparte’s purpose 
of alarming the Porte, to do it by the Greeks, or by assisting 
Ali Vizir in throwing off his dependence on the Porte ; he 
would be equally ready to suppress or support even rebellion, 
provided the reward, Egypt, were the same. That is his 
great object at present, and for it he would sacrifice either 
Greeks, Russians, or Turks. VVe know he is not very scru- 
pulous in the honourable means of accomplishing his darling 
object. Every State in Italy, except Naples, is at this moment 
as much France, as France ilselfi and in all tilings is obedient 
to his nod. And for fear that the Spanish Family, in his 
Kingdom of Etruria, should appear to the world not suffi- 
ciently degraded, he has ordered, and they fly on the same 
Flag-staffi both French and Tuscan colours to be hoisted. At 
Genoa, they literally obey the order of his Minister; a few 
days ago, he desired of the Government 5000 Troops — they 
answered that they had only 2000, but that they were very 
much at his service. My firm opinion is, that the Mediter- 
ranean will again be an active scene ; and if Ministers do not 
look out, I shall have the Brest Fleet to pay me a visit ; for 
as the Army can only be moved by the protection of a superior 
Fleet, that Fleet they will try to have, and a month’s start of 
us would do all the inischiefi I am. See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ADJMIRAL 'JTIK EARL OF ST. VINCEM’, K.R. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 
Amphion, July -Itli, ISon, 20 Leugue.s W.N.W. of Cape Corse. 

My dear Lord, 

Never was such miserably long passages, or any man more 
anxious to join the Fleet. Sailing from Gibraltar the 4th of 
June, it was the 15th in the afternoon when we arrived at 
Malta. Having found that Sir Richard Bickcrton had sailed 
on the 18th of May, to cruise between Naples and Sicily, I left 
Malta on the next night, but it was the 25th before I got off 
Capri, where I had appointed the Maidstone (who carried 
Mr. Elliot to Naples) to join me. Having received the letters 
which I have sent 3 mu, and answered them, it was, notwith- 
standing all our exertions, last night before I could get round 
Cape Corse. 

The large French Army that is assembling in Italy must 
be placed there ready for a remove, whenever they have Fleet 
enough to keep us from looking them in the face; and 
although I know that can only be for a very short space of 
time, 3 ^et much may be done before reinforcements can 
arrive. Your Lordship knows what Admiral Bruix might 
have done, had he done his duly, and they may buy their 
experience. The 6000 Men marched with nine Generals into 
Leghorn on the 28th of June, can only be for embarkation. 
I look upon Naples as lost, unless we can have Troops to 
defend the Castles of Naples (the City) and Gaeta. In that 
case, the peasantry would, I believe, defend their mountains, 
and at least it would give a check to the movements of the 
French, and give us time to get a Fleet into the Mediter- 
ranean. You will see how fearful the Court of Naples 
is of our securing Sicily ; for they know, and so do we, that 
the moment we take possession of Messina, they would make 
a conquest of Naples, unless we have Troops, as I before men- 
tioned ; and you will observe General Acton lays much stress 
on them. I shall write to Acton very soon ; but my Lord, if 
1 say too much, even of probabilities of what may happen, the 
Cabinet of Naples takes fright, and entreat us to do nothing; 
if, on the other hand, they are not a little alarmed, they will 
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think themselves so safe, that if we act, they will attribute all 
their losses to us; and losses they will have I much fear. 
However, no exertion of mine shall be wanting to bring the 
Fleet to Action the moment it is in my power ; and I shall 
endeavour to keep such a look-out at the Mouth of the Straits, 
that I may fight one or the other, before they can form a 
junction. I shall only assure you that I will do my best, 
let what will happen, and endeavour to approve myself worthy 
the high honour of this Command. I again request that 
you will have the goodness to let my nephew. Sir William 
Bolton, come to me in a Sloop of War. George Elliot will go 
into the Termagant as you desired, Captain Stuart^ being 
Captain of the Kent; and be assured, my dear Lord, that I 
shall be anxious to follow closely every wish of yours, and 
that I am, my dear Lord, your most faithful and obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I am looking out very sharp for the Victory. 


TO i.ADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from ‘‘Letters of T*or(l Nelseii to I.ady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 110. j 


[oth July, IHOO.] 

My dearest Emma, 

Although I have wrote letters from various places, merely 
to say, ^ Here I am, and ‘ There I am,’ yet, as I have no 
doubt but that they would all be read, it was impossible for 
me to say more than ‘ Here I am, and well and I see no 
prospect of any certain mode of conveyance, but by sea; 
which, with the means the Admiralty has given me, of small 
Vessels, can be but seldom. 


Our passages have been enormously long. From Gibraltar 
to Malta, we were eleven da^^s ; arriving the fifteenth in the 
evening, and sailing in the night of the sixteenth — that is, 
three in the morning of the seventeenth — and it was the 
twenty-sixth before we got off (hipri, where I had ordered the 
hrigate which carried Mr. Elliot to Naples, to join me. I 


* C’aptuin Joliii Jumes Sttuvit, second sf)n of Lord Nelson’s friend, General tin- 
nonourable Sir Clmrles Stuart, Iv.B. (\idu noI. i.) ; lie died Captain of If.M. Ship 
^aldanlia, at Lougli Swilly, in Ireland, on the lUtli of ^farcli, 1811. 
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send you copies of the King and Qiiecn^s letters, I am 
vexed that she did not mention you ! I can only account for 
it by hers being a political letter. 

When I wrote to the Queen, I said“ — ‘I left Lady Hamil- 
ton, the eighteenth of May ; and so attached to your Majesty, 
that I am sure she would lay down her life to preserve yours. 
Your Majesty never had a more sincere, attached, and real 
friend, than your dear Emma. You Avill be sorry to hear that 
good Sir William did not leave her in such comfortable cir- 
cumstances as his fortune would have allowed. He has given 
it amongst his relations. But she will do honour to his 
memory, although every one else of his friends call loudly 
against him on that account.’ 

I trust, my dear Emma, she has wrote you. If she can 
forget Emma, I hope God will forget her! But, you think, 
that she never will or can. Now is her time to show it. You 
will only show the King and Queen’s letters to some few par- 
ticular friends. I’he King is very low ; lives mostly at Belve- 
dere. Mr. Elliot had not seen either him or the Queen, from 
the 1 7th, the day of his arrival, to the 21st. On the next 
day, he was to be presented. 

I have made up my mind, that it is part of the plan of that 
Corsican Scoundrel to conquer the Kingdom of Naples. lie 
has marched thirteen thousand men into the Kingdom, on the 
iVdriatic side; and he will take possession, with as much 
shadow of right, of Gaeta and Naples: and, if the poor King 
remonstrates, or allows us to secure Sicily, he will call it War, 
and declare a conquest. I have cautioned General Acton, 
not to risk the Iloyal Family too long; but Naples will be 
conquered, sooner or later, as it may suit Buonaparte’s conve- 
nience. The Morea, and Egypt, arc likewise in his eye. An 
Army of full seventy thousand men are assembling in Italy, 

Gibbs and Noble* are gone to Malta. I am, you may 
believe, very anxious to get off Toulon, to join the Fleet. 
Sir Richard Bickerton went from off Naples, the day I left 
Gibraltar. We passed Monte Christo, Bastia, and Cape 
Corse, yesterday; and are now moving, slowly, direct for 
Toulon. What force they have, I know not ; indeed, I am 


Vide p. 84, ante. 


■' Two MercUuuts at 1‘ulfrmo. 
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totally ignorant : some say nine Sail of the Line, some seven, 
some five. If the former, they will come out ; for we have 
only the same number, including Sixty-fours, and very shortly 
manned. However, I hope they will come out, and let us 
settle the matter. You know I hate being kept in suspense. 

July 8tli. 

I left this hole, to put down what force the French have at 
Toulon. Seven Sail of the Line ready, five Frigates, and six 
Corvettes. One or two more in about a week. We, to-day, 
eight Sail of the Line — to-morrow, seven ; including two 
Sixty-four gun Ships. 

You will readily believe how rejoiced I shall be to get one 
of your dear, excellent letters, that I may know everything 
which has passed since my absence. I sincerely hope that 
Mr. Booth has settled all your accounts. Never mind, my 
dear Emma, a few hundred pounds, which is all the rigid 
gripe of the law, not justice, can wrest from you. I thank 
God that you cannot want ; (although that is no good reason 
for its being taken from 3 'ou :) whilst I have sixpence, you 
shall not want for livcpence of it ! But you have bought your 
experience that there is no friendship in money concerns, and 
your good sense will make you profit of it, 1 hope the 
Minister has done something for you. But never mind, we 
can live upon bread and cheese. Independence is a blessing ; 
and although I have not yet found out the way to get Prize 
money — what has been taken has run into our mouths — how- 
ever, it must turn out very hard if I cannot get enough to pay 
off my debts, and that will be no small comfort. 

I have not mentioned my Bronte affairs to Acton, as yet ; 
but if Naples remains much longer, I shall ask the (question. 
But I expect nothing from them. I believe even Acton 
wishes himself well and safely removed. I think from what 
I hear, that, the King’s spirits are so much depressed, that he 
will give up the reins of Naples, at least, to his Son, and retire 
to Sicily. Sir William, you know, always thought that he 
would end his life so. Certainly, his situation must be heart- 
breaking! Gaetano returned in the Frigate. 1 believe he 
saw enough of Naples. He carried his family money ; and 
Mr. Falconet (Gibbs being absent) will pay Mr. Greville's 
pension to Gaetano’s family. I have now [sent] Gaetano to 
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the post: ami he desires to present his duty; and to tell you 
that Mr. Kaghind, from Sir William’s death, will not pay any 
more pensions, ^vithout orders from Mr. Greville. Vincenzo 
lias had none paid, lie is very poor ; keeps a shop. His son 
wanted, I find, to come in the Frigate to me. I cannot afford 
to maintain liiin, therefore I shall give no encouragement. 
Old Antonio was allowed a carlinc a day ; that is, now, not 
paid. Sabatello lives with Mr. Elliot. Nicolo, and Mary 
Antonia have left Mr. Gibbs, for some cause ; Gaetano says, 
be believes, for amove. Francesca has two children living, 
and another coming. She lives the best amongst them, like 
f/allant liomme, Pasqual lives with the Duke Monteleone ; 
and Joseph, with the old Russian. Your house is a hotel; 
the upper parts are kept for the Marquis, the owner. Mr. 
Elliot has taken the house of the Bailie Franconi, on the 
Chain. Doctor Nudi inquired kindly after us; and all the 
women at Santa Lucia expected, when they saw Gaetano, 
that you was arrived. Bread never was so dear ; everything 
else in plenty. The wages not being raised, Gaetano says 
the poor of England are a million times better off. So much 
for Gaetano's news. He desires his duly to Signora Madre, 
and remembrances to Mary Ann, Fatima, &c. 

July 8 til. 

We joined, this morning, the Fleet. The men in the Ships 
are good ; but the Ships themselves arc a little the worse for 
wear, and very short of their complements of men. We shall 
never be better; therefore, let them come; the sooner the 
better. I ohall write a line to the Duke,^ that he may see I 
do not forget my friends ; and I rely, my dearest Emma, on 
your saying every kind thing for me to the Doctor, Mrs. Nel- 
son, Mrs. Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Matcham, Mrs. Cadogan, 
whose kindness and goodness I shall never forget. You will 
have the goodness to send the inclosed as directed ; and be 
assured that I am, to the last moment of my life, your most 
attached, faithful, and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


^ The Duke of llamillon. 
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TO ADMIRAL IlIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 313.] 

Off Monaco, July Oth. 

I arrived at Gibraltar on the 3rd, in the night, and sailed 
on the 4th of June. On the 15th I reached Malta, and left 
it at three o’clock on the morning of the 17 th. It was the 
25th before I got off Naples, where I was glad to find that 
Sir Richard Bickerton had, on the 4th of June, steered 
for Toulon. Owing to the frequent calms at this season in 
the Mediterranean, we liJive not ^^et joined Sir Richard, but I 
hope to sec them to-morrow. Reports say that the Fleet is 
in very good order as to discipline, but miserably off in respect 
to numbers ; we have only to hope that the French will soon 
give us an opportunity of trying our strength with them. It 
is perhaps very difficult for any one to say what are the plans 
of Buonaparte : he is assembling a very large Army in Italy, 
and has already placed 13,000 men in the Kingdom of Naples. 
I think it can only be with a view to conquer it, when it may, 
on some pretence or other, suit his convenience. The Morea, 
and ultimately Fgypt, are in his view ; therefore his assembling 
so many Troops in Italy — they say full 80,000 — can only be 
for tlic purpose of removing them across the Adriatic. With 
this idea, I fully expect that the French Fleet from Brest will 
assuredly come into the Mediterranean, to protect this Army 
across the water, and alongshore from Genoa, Leghorn, &c. 
which arc full of Troops. We must keep a good look out, 
both here and off Brest ; and if I have the means, I shall try 
and fight one party or the other, before they form a junction. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL TJIK EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral 8ir William Parker, Bart., 
(J.C.13. “Friday, 8th July, a.m., at ‘2-43 saw the Fleet. At 4 30, made the Private 
signal with a gun. At 1-40, repeated ditto, which w’as auswei’ed. At 0-30 bore up, 
end retumed the salute with eleven guns to Sir Richard Bickerton, Bairt. At 7, 
joiiicd the Fleet, consist)?ig of nine Sail of the Line, one Frigate, and two Sloop.s; 
'i/., Kent, Douegal, Gibraltar, Su 2 >crb, Bellei.de, Triumjdi, Agincourt, Monmouth, 
Renown, Medusa, 'I’ermagiint, and We;i/lc. At Noon, entrance of Toulon, N.E. 
B. N .” — Amphions Liuj.'^ 
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Amphiuii, oft' Toulon, .luly 8tli, 180;1. 

My dear Lord, 

I joined the Fleet this morning, and as far as outside show 
goes, they look very well ; but they complain of their bottoms, 
and, as you will sec, are very short of men. The Blonde, 
which sails for England with the Convoy, takes hers this day 
from the Triumph and Agincourt. Sir Richard Bickerton 
had put Captain Burn,'' of the Blonde Troop-Ship, into her, in 
room of Captain Stuart, removed to the Kent, in the room of 
Captain O’Brien,® invalided. If the reports which I hear from 
Gore^ are true, that Whitby* ** is going home, I shall — as I take 
for granted an arrangement is made for Captain Stuart — 
desire Sir Richard Bickerton to select his own Captain, till 
the pleasure of the Admiralty is known, and appoint a Lieu- 
tenant to act in the vacancy. Captain George Elliot, of 
course, goes directly into the Termagant. 

By the Toulon report, your Lordship will sec that we arc 
not very superior, if anything, in point of numbers; for it 
seems uncertain whether there arc not more than the seven 
clearly in a state of forwardness. My reports from Italy say 
nine, five Frigates, and some Corvettes ; — Formidable, Scipion, 
Berwick, Swiftsure, Hannibal, Jemappes, two Ships seen by 
the Raven off Minorca the latter end of April, supposed those 
seen by the Dragon on her passage home ; one Shi}) seen by 
a Merchant-Ship off Cape de Gatte. 

Seven of the Line and five Frigates are clearly to be seen, 
with two Admirals and a Commodore, and a Commodore in 
the Frig?.te. However, your Lordship may rely that I shall 
make the best of what I have ; but 3^011 will see that I cannot 
detach any Shi})s of the Line for the Straits’ Mouth, The 

* Captain Jolni Burn : lie dierl ii Coinmaiider in FehiMiiiy 

* Captain Edward O’Brien: he became a Bear-Admiral, and died in December 1808. 

’ Captain Joliu Core, of the Medusa, who will be frequently mentioned, after- 
wards Vice Admiral Sir John Gore, K.C.B., G.C.H. : he died in August 18^10. 

" Captain John Wliitby, eldest son of the Bev. 'I'lionias Wliitby, of Creswell 
Hall, near Stafl’ord. Writing to Admiral Cornwallis some months afterwards. Lord 
Nelson said, “ As my old aequuiiitauce and Shipmate, Captain Ilargood, is not 
arrived, I have directed Whithy to remniu a short time in the Belleisle, in order to 
reap the harvest of all his toils. He has had up-hill work in her, and I should 
wish him to enjoy the fruit alongside aFi’ciichnian. I assure you I am not singular 
in regretting the loss of Whitby from our little Squadron: it is universal.”— ■CAj'/Zre 
nftr/ McArthur. Captain Whitby died on the 7th of Ajiril, 1800. 
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Monmouth and Agincourt sail very ill, and in these times arc 
hardly to be reckoned. I cannot send them to watch either 
Genoa or Leghorn ; and if these gentry should come forth, I 
shall want all the Seventy-fours. The Triumph’s bowsprit is 
in such a dangerous state, that I am sending her to Gibraltar, 
to get either a new one, or her present one repaired ; and 
from thence she will soon join me with a Westerly wind. 
Malta is out of the question ; with all my anxiety I have been 
three weeks. 

Sir Richard Bickerton has requested of me to mention to 
3"our Lordship that he is very desirous of remaining in the 
Mediterranean. I can, of course, have no objection ; on the 
contrary, I have always heard him spoken of very highly as 
an Officer. Ever, my dear Lord, I am your obliged and 
faithful. Nelson and Bronte. 

Poor Captain Burn, who Sir Richard speaks very highly 
ofi lias requested of me to mention him to you, in Jiopes you 
will give him a good Sloop. 

July 9th. — There are, Captain Staines® says, two Sail of the 
Line under Sepet, in the Bight, which, as Gore only looked 
over Isthmus, he could not see. 


10 ALEXANDER DAV180X, ESQ. 
f Aiitoprjipli, ill the iiossessioii of Colonel Davison.] 

My dear Uavison, Amphion, off Toulon, .Inly Sih, IbOll. 

This will, I hope, find you at Swarland, and relieved from 
the cruel state in which your anxiety to oblige your friends 
[has placed you.] I assure you not a day has passed that I 
have not thought of you, and I shall rejoice to hear that you 
are got (piit of this embarrassment.' Of myself I can say that 
you have not a more sincere, attached friend in the world, 
and that includes all I could say. I only joined the Fleet this 
day, and I find that the French in Toulon arc equal to me at 
this moment; but I do not think they will come out till they 
have a greater superiority. If they do, I shall be agreeably 
disappointed. The event, I trust, although we are miserably 


“ Vide p. IJIU, post. 


* Vide p. 14;J, post. 
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short of men, would be glorious, and hasten a Peace ; which 
that it may soon do, is the sincere prayer of, my dear Davison, 
your most obliged, faithful, and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have not made iny fortune by Prizes yet. 


TO JAMES CUTFOllTH, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER, GlBRALl'AK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Ampliion, off Touloii> Htli July, IBOtJ. 

Having received information from the Victualling Board, 
that several Ships laden with Provisions have been ordered to 
Gibraltar, I am to desire you will send two of them here im- 
mediately, (should a Man-of-War be coming this way,) other- 
wise have them in readiness to accompany the Triumph, whose 
Captain is directed to take them under his protection. You 
are to be particularly careful to send as near as possible the 
regular proportions of each species of provisions in the said 
Victuallers, and continue to do so on all future occasions, 
when it can be done consistent with the Service. You are to 
send as much wine as you can conveniently, but on no account 
spirits. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

10 kSUI E\ an NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Ori'^iiial, in the Admirulty.] 

Sir, Ainiiliion, off* Toulon, 8tli July, 180.7. 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that I arrived off here yesterday forenoon, and 
was joined by Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, with his 
Majesty’s Ships named in the margin.® 

Captain Gore, of the Medusa, having reconnoitred the har- 
bour of Toulon, yesterday, acquaints me that there are seven 
Sail of the Line in the Inner and Outer Roads, fully rigged, 
or nearly so, together with five Frigates, and six or seven 
Corvettes, in the same state of forwardness, and that there is 

® Kent, Donegal, Siipcvb, Belleisle, TriuTni»h, llcJiowa, Gibrallur, Moumoiithj 
Agiiicourt, Medusa, Weazle, Temiagaut. Maidstone rejoined the ‘'i.5th June ; Niger 
joined the tiOth June ; Raven joined the 'Rid Julvw 
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reason to believe there is one or two Sail of the Line in the 
Arsenal. There is an Admiral’s Flag at the main, a Rear- 
Admiral, and Commodore in a Line-of-Battle Ship, and a 
(vOinmodorc in one of the Frigates. I shall take a very early 
opportunity of sending a Frigate off the harbour of Toulon, in 
order to ascertain their state of forwardness, and watch their 
motions accordingly. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL UTS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M‘Avtliuv, vol. ii. p. 5)11.] 

, Tilly Otli, ISOM. 

I joined the Fleet yesterday, and it was with much sorrow 
that I saw your Royal Highness’s friend, Captain Keats,' 
looking so very ill ; but he says he is recovering. I have such 
a high respect for his character, that I should be happy in 
doing all in ray power to promote it. He is too valuable an 
Officer for the King’s Service to lose. The French Fleet is 
seven or nine Sail of the Line, nearly ready for sea, five Fri- 
gates, and some Corvettes. We have only to wish for their 
coming out, it would remove most of our fancied wants, we 
have few real ones, except the sight of the French Fleet, 
which would give much pleasure to your Royal Highness’s 
attached and devoted servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 
[Autograph, in the possession of Vico-Adiniral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.l). 


.Jiiiv snu, ISOM. 


My dear Lord, 

1 have wrote Troubridge about your intentions for the 
Ambuscade,* and for any other Ships of War which may be 


* Afterwards Admiral Sir Richard Keats, G.C.l). 

* The Ambuscade French Frigate was captured by the Victory, Captain Samuel 
Sutton, on the ^Bth of May, ISOM, in latitude 4i>° 4.0' N., longitude 0° 10' W. She 
was formerly an English Frigate of tlie same luunc, whiclishe still continued to bear 
when again taken into our Navy. 
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taken. I have received nothing officially from Sutton (nor 
privately) relative to the capture ; and I hope that you will 
approve of my plan for getting such Prizes in a state for sea. 
Your Lordship knows that the Harbour of Malta is well 
adapted for such an arrangement, even if it extended to twenty 
Sail of the Line. Ever, my dear Lord, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO iMAJOR-GKNERAL \TLL?nTES. 

[Aniograpli, in the possession of.l. Wilde, Esq.] 

Oll’Tonloii, July !)tli, IS0:1. 

My dear General, 

I have this moment ordered the Phoebe, who is at Naples, 
to receive on board immediately any money there may be 
there for the service of Malta. The Active is just arrived, 
and I have an immediate opportunity of obeying your com- 
mands, which it will always give me the sincerest pleasure to 
attend to. The French in Toulon arc not, it appears a match 
for us just yet. I have not heard a word from England since I 
left it. Sir Richard Bickerton going to Malta, renders iny 
writing the less necessary, for I find him a very intelligent 
and correct Officer. When I shall see you, the French must 
determine; but I am, my dear General, ever yours most 
faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


INSTRUCnOXS TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR RICflARD BICKERTON, 
RART. 

[From a Copy, iji the posspssion of Jnmo.s Young, Esq., of Wells.] 
Ainphloii, off Toulon, July 10th, 

Lord Nelson requests Sir Richard Bickerton, to attend to 
the following Memoranda : — 

The Convoy to be dispatched for England as soon as pos- 
sible, and the Mameluke Bey^ to be ordered a passage in one 
of the Ships, and all invalided men to be sent home. The 
destination of the Ships cruizing to be changed, if Sir Richard 


* Mahomed Bey Elfi. Vide p. Ill, ante, 
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finds that circumstances have altered which induced me to 
place them on their several stations. A French Vessel having 
been captured by the Cyclops and Experiment, I fear in vio- 
lation of the Neutral Port of Naples, I beg that you will make 
such inquiries as the case may require ; and if you find that 
she has been improperly taken, you will order her to be re- 
leased to the Master and her Crew, giving the Vessel a pass- 
port to Naples. If any unforeseen circumstance should arise. 
Lord Nelson has that perfect confidence in the judgment of 
Sir R. Bickerton, that there can be no doubt but that what- 
ever arrangement he may think proper to make, will be 
approved of. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MKMORAxNDA. 

[ Autograph, in the possossioii of .lauifs Young, Esq., of Wells.] 

[About 10th .Tuly, 1800.] 

The Bey to be sent to England with the Convoy. The 
(Commissary for prisoners, if necessary to be appointed. The 
Buoys to be laid down in the Harbour’s mouth.^ The Master- 
Attendant to have a Boat and six men, and a (Coxswain, 
allowed for his use, to be entered in the Dock-yard. The 
Ambuscade’s stores to be received into the Naval Storehouses, 
and taken care of, and the Ship to be taken care of by the 
Officers of the Yard. An awning to be kept spread over her 
in the day, and her decks and sides to be wetted every even- 
ing, and when the business of the Fleet will admit. She is to 
be caulked, her bends blacked and painted, and rigging put 
in order. 500 Maltese, if possible, to be raised. A bounty 
of dollars to be given for those who have served in the 

Navy before ; dollars for those who have never been at 

sea: to serve three years, if the War lasts so long. To be 
paid half their wages to their families, and when they are 
paid off, to be paid their wages at Malta, and not to be sent 
out of the Mediterranean station v/ithout their consent. 


* Valetla. 
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TO CAPTAIN HENRY RICHARDSON, H. M. SHIP JUNO. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Ampliioii, off Toulon, lOtli July, 180.i. 

Sir, 

In addition to my order to you of the 26th ultimo,^ I am to 
desire, should you^ from information, find the Enemy are not 
likely to convoy their Troops along shore into Sicily, or the 
Coast of Calabria opposite to it, immediately, that you will 
stretch occasionally with his Majesty’s Ship (and Sloop named 
in the margin*) under your command into the entrance of the 
Adriatic, for the purpose of protecting the Trade of his Ma- 
jesty’s Subjects, and the annoyance and destruction of that of 
the Enemy ; paying, however, strict regard to the order of 
the 26th ultimo, above-mentioned. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE OFFICERS OF HIS MAJESTY’S YARD AT MALTA. 

[Order- Book, j 

Amphiou, off Toulon, 10th July, IHOJ. 

Captain Sutton, of his Majesty’s Ship Victory, having cap- 
tured the French Frigate Ambuscade, and sent her into 
Malta, You are hereby required and directed to receive the 
stores of every description belonging to the said Ship, into 
his Majesty’s Store-houses under your charge, and to be very 
careful that no embezzlement of any kind takes place ; and 
you are, as early as convenient, to value the hull, masts, rig- 
ging and stores of the said Ship ; and in order that the strictest 
regard may be had to a fiiithful and just statement thereof 
you are to take to your assistance the Carpenter of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ship Kent, and any person or persons that you may 
think necessary on the occasion. After such valuation has 
been made, you arc to take charge of the Ship, stores, &c., 
and put her in a proper condition for being Commissioned, 
with as much expedition as possible. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


♦ Vide p. 100, ante. 


* Morgiann. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograiih, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Ampliion, off Toulon, July lltli, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

I joined the Fleet the 8th, in the morning, having had 
nothing but calms and contrary winds. The French have 
seven Sail of the Line, nearly ready for sea, five Frigates 
and six or seven Corvettes. I believe from other observations 
of the Enemy’s Fleet, and calculations, that there are nine 
Sail of the Line, unless some are gone to sea, which I do 
not believe. I dispatched all our letters to England on tlie 
9th, in which, I stated everything relative to this Country. It 
is perfectly clear to me that if our reports are true of Troops 
collecting at Leghorn and Genoa, these can only be for em- 
barkation in a Fleet which may be expected there. I must 
not say too much; for, God knows, I wish from my heart 
every security to the Kingdom of Naples, but I expect to 
hear of the French demanding to garrison Gaeta, the conse- 
quence of which would be great. I would not be thought for 
a moment to see Fear beyond what is necessary — therefore, 
I will not say more about securing Sicily than I have done. I 
send the Superb, 74, Captain Keats, one of the very best 
Officers in his Majesty’s Navy. I have directed him to remain 
fourteen da 3 's at Naples, and if you represent by letter that it 
is, from extraordinary circumstances, necessary that he should 
remain longer. Captain Keats has directions to acquiesce. 
But, I trust, your Excellency will not do this, unless such 
necessity does exist ; for you will recollect that I am left with 
six Sail of the Line opposed to seven or nine — in which num- 
ber are two G4-gun Ships. But I take every responsibility to 
show my attention to the safety of the Ro^^al Family of Naples. 
I have not heard a word from England since we left it. I 
have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


VOL. V. 


K 
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TO HTS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Antograpb, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Private. July llth, ISOJi. 

jMy dear Sir, 

George® took possession of his Sloop yesterday, and if you 
can send him some little matters, they will be acceptable to 
young housekeepers — not bulky articles, for Captain Keats 
could not receive them. Give me leave to introduce Captain 
Keats to your particular notice, llis health has not been very 
good, but I hope he will soon recover; for his loss would, I assure 
you, be a serious one to our Navy, and particularly to me ; 
for I esteem his person alone as equal to one French 74, and 
the Superb and her Captain equal to two 74-gun Ships: 
therefore, if it is not necessary, you will not keep him ; for 
another Ship will be on her way to Naples, at the time I 
guess she will be near her departure ; and, although I should 
be glad to see the French out, even six to nine, yet these are 
odds which, although I should not avoid, yet ought not to be 
seeking. 

The Victory is at Malta. She has taken the Ambuscade 
French I rigatc, and two or three Ships from St. Domingo ; 
but with my usual luck for Prize-money, they belong to 
Admiral Cornwallis,^ and not to me. (Japtain Murray, Hardy, 
Doctor Scott,** Mr. Scott,® and all your friends here, join in 
every good wish for yoiir health, with, my elear Sir, yours 
most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

A little tea, sugar, and a few hams, is all (Japtain Keats 
can take for George, and all that is necessary to send him. 


" Capt»nn the llojionrahle Gcor"c Elliot, wlio was appoiiilod tr) the eoramaiid 
of the Tormngaiit. 

Having been eaptured within the limits of .\dmiriil (hiniwullis' Station. 

* The Reverend Alexander .lohn Scott, Chapluin of the Victory, whom Lord 
Nelson generally called “ Doctor,” tlioiigl he did not take that Degree until after the 
battle of Trafalgar. An interesting Mem ir of this learned and accomplished person 
was published by bis daughter ami ..on-; ii-law in l84li, entitled, “ Recollections of 
the Life of il»e Rt ^c (e7i(l A. J. Scott. Lord Nelson's Chaplain,” which contains 
many interesting anetalotes of Nelson,” 

” Lord Nelson’s Sccretr-ry. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE ROSE. 

[AiUograpli, in the possession of the Right llonoiirable Sir George Rose, G.C.H.l 

Ainphioii, off Toulon, July 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

I find your young friend is Lieutenant of the Acasta 
Frigate, who is in the Channel, not that at this moment I 
have any chance of being useful to him ; but I shall always 
bear him in mind. 

The French in Toulon arc busy fitting out : they have, at 
least seven — I believe nine — Sail of the Line, five Frigates, 
six or seven Corvettes, ready, or nearly so, for sea. We wish 
them out, that we may make a beginning. What diabolical 
plans they are after in Italy, time must show us ; but 1 think 
that Egypt is their great object. To keep their hands in, 
they may take Naples, try for Sicily and Sardinia — certainly, 
the Morca, Seven Isles, and Egypt. Live and see. All our 
Egyptian Army is gone, and we never wanted 10,000 Troops 
more than at this moment, which might save Naples, Sicily, 
the Morea, and Egypt, by assisting and giving confidence to 
the Inhabitants. Our friend the Reverend Mr. Scott is 
very much recovered since he came out ; but I have told him, 
that, at this moment, I cannot address a letter to Mr. Adding- 
ton for him. With every sentiment of respect and friendship, 
believe me ever, my dear Sir, your much obliged and faithful 
friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have not heard one word from England since I sailed. 
May 20th. 


rO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., A DAI IRA I /I’ Y. 

[Un’giniil, in tlic Atliniralty.l 

Aui)i1iion, oil Toulon, 1 ‘-.‘lli July. J803. 

Sir, 

As there is no Agent Victualler attached to the Fleet under 
my command, and as mo.«!t of the supplies of fresli beef and 
other necessary refreshments for the Ships’ Companies, must 
be procured from Sardinia, Barbary, or, clandestinely, from 
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Spain, where Victualling or other Bills arc not negotiable ; and 
as the great distance from Malta or Gibraltar renders the 
getting such refreshments from those places, in a regular man- 
ner, absolutely impossible ; and at all seasons, from the length 
of passage to Malta, must ever preclude a very frequent inter- 
course, I, therefore, beg leave to submit to their Lordships, 
(if they do not judge proper to appoint an Agent Victualler 
to the Fleet,) the propriety of lodging Public money on board 
the Fleet, for the purpose of paying for the fresh beef and 
vegetables which may be appropriated for this service, pro- 
vided, but on no account otheritnse, that their Lordships will 
give orders that the simple receipt from the Captain of the 
Ship, to whom any sum or sums of money is given, for the 
payment of such fresh supplies, may be a sufficient Voucher 
for the disbursement of such money, and a full discharge from 
any impress against me. And as this measure will attach a 
responsibility upon the Captains who may be sent for procuring 
fresh beef, &c., for the Fleet, I also beg that their Lordships 
will exonerate them from the charge, and direct the Victualling 
Board not to impress their Accounts for such purchases, pro- 
vided the Vouchers for them are regular and correct, and that 
the usual forms in procuring provisions have been duly attended 
to, and executed accordingly. 

I shall on all occasions, where live cattle, &c., are purchased 
for the individual Ship, or Fleet, direct the Captains to send 
their Masters on shore with their respective Pursers, to ascer- 
tain the prices and quality thereof^ and shall direct that every 
pound of beef, vegetables, &c., so purchased, may be w^eighed 
on its coming on bofaxl, and entered in the Log-Book imme- 
diately, and that the Signing Officers shall examine the Vouchers 
with that Book, previous to their putting their signatures to 
them, in order that every species of fraud (should any be 
intended) may be detected, and the possibility of doing 
wrong prevented, as much as possible. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO Admiral the earl of st. vixcent, k.ii. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Part., G.C.B.J 

My dear Lord, Amplnon, .July 12lh, 

From our being shut out of almost every place where our 
bills will be taken for beef, &c., &c., and there being no Agent- 
Victualler like Mr. ITeatly, who would hud the Fleet in every- 
thing, in all parts that we used to send to, we are absolutely in 
distress for money to purchase in Sardinia, or anywhere else, 
where bullocks, &c., can be had for money y but w here our bills 
are useless. But, although Sir Richard Bickerton very hand- 
somely, for the good, in every'sense of the w^ord, of his Majesty’s 
Service, took up 10,000 dollars, and issued to the Fleet, yet 
the forms of Office I know so far from applauding his conduct, 
will distress him most probabl^^ to get his Accounts cleared of 
this impress. Troubridge told me, when I asked him for a 
floating A gent- Victualler, who wmuld pay all things in all 
places, ^Mr. Wilkie' is a very clever man; he wdll arrange 
everything ; he will get you things from everywhere.’ NoWy 
the direct contrary is the fact. Mr. Wilkie will have nothing 
to do with supplying the Fleet anywdicrc but at Malta. No, 
not even to send a man who might make some arrange- 
ment for our getting bullocks and refreshments from Sar- 
dinia, or from the Bay of Rosas, or other parts of Spain ; 
from his management, I thought he could have managed our 
intercourse with Spain, even clandestinely. 1 certainly hate to 
have anything to do with the management of money ; but if the 
Admiralty will sanction my drawing for a sum of money, and 
will give orders that the sinq^Ic receipt of the Captain for so 
much Public money, shall be a clear and sufficient discharge 
for me, in that case, I will take this task upon me. I know 
soilic people are preparing for fleecing us, and, without w^e 
have money to go to market, so they must. 

The Ships having come out on the expectation of a three 
weeks’ cruise, I am, in turn, sending them into Port, to pre- 
pare for a War cruize. Many of the Ships have much scurvy 
in them, but onions and lemons I hope wall eradicate that 
complaint, and a sight of the French Stpiadron tw enty leagues 


' Mr, Peter Wilkie, Ag-’iit Victualler at Malta. 
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at sea will cure all our complaints, which, that it may very 
soon do, is the sincere wish of, my dear Lord, your most 
faithful, Nelson and Bronte. 

Mr, Fulton, who has been recommended to you and myself 
by poor Locker,- has just been with me. He is Acting-Purser 
of the Gibraltar, in the room of Mr. Grant ; and requests me 
to intercede with your Lordship that in case Mr. Grant does 
not come out, he may be confirmed for her. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALI V. 

: Onginiil, ill (he AdiniiuUy.J 

Sir, Amphion, ofTToiiluii, l-JtU .July, ISOIJ. 

Several Prisoners having been sent to Malta in the French 
Prizes captured by his Majesty’s 81iips and Vessels on this 
Station, and put in quarantine in Valette harbour, and there 
being no Commissary or person at that place authorized by 
Government to take charge of such Prisoners, or to supply 
them with provisions, you will please to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I have appointed a Mr. 
Chapman to act as Commissary of Prisoners till some person 
shall be appointed from England, or he receives further orders 
from me, which I hope will meet their Lordships’ approbation. 
This gentleman (who I have not seen) belonged to the Secre- 
tary of State’s Office, and was sent to Malta by Lord Hobart, 
to act 2 iro tcmj)ore as Secretary to the Civil Commissioner, 
and is recommended to me by Sir Alexander Ball. 1 am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVA.\ NEPEAN, BART., ADMlRAm . 

[ Original, in tlio Adiiiirally.j 

Sir, Amphion, ofl‘ Toulon, IjRli July, 1803. 

Inclosed is an extract of a Memorandum, sent by Rear- 
Admiral Sir Richard Bickertoii to Malta, (who is gone to that 
place to make good the defects of the Kent,) for the raising 
five hundred Maltese tor his Majesty’s Navy. The bounty 


’ His old friend, Commodore Loeher. 
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to be given is left blank for the Rear-Admiral (after he has 
consulted with Sir Alexander Ball on the subject) to deter- 
mine. 

I am, therefore, to request you will please to lay the 
ijjclosure above-mentioned beibre the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty for their consideration ; and if they approve 
thereof, that directions may be given for the payment and due 
execution thereof accordingly. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO Sill EVAN xXEPEAN, BARI’.. ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Aniphion, off Toulon, 12tli Julv, 18():J. 

Sir, 

A number of Midshipmen belonging to his Majesty’s Ships 
and Vessels under my command, who have served their time, 
and are desirous to pass for Lieutenants, have requested my 
permission to go to England for that purpose, in order that 
they may be in the way of promotion. You will be pleased 
to acquaint their Lordships, that I have not thought proper 
to comply with their request, until I shall be informed whether 
this regulation is to be considered in force, and whether those 
Midshipmen who have served their time, and are desirous to 
pass for liieutenants, shall be discharged from their Ships, and 
sent to England to pass their examination accordingly. I beg, 
with due deference, to observe to their Lordships the great hard- 
ship and inconvenience wdiich this measure subjects the Mid- 
shipmen to, and may be attended with great disadvantage to 
his Majesty’s Service in these seas. 1 am. Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCEAT, K.B. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.j 

Oft'Touloii, July Pith, IBOo. 

My dear Lord, 

The Monmouth and Agincourt are certainly, for the men 
they have, most extraordinarily well -manned Ships; but, in 
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point of sailing, the Britannia was, in her last days, a flyer 
compared to them. I verily believe, that a French Seventy- 
four, main-topsail to the mast, would beat them in turning to 
windward; but their men would be a sufficient number, 
filled up with landsmen, to man a Three-decker : therefore, if 
the Admiralty direct particular Ships to be sent home, when 
others are sent out, I hope these two will be amongst the first. 
A^hen a Winter’s cruize comes, they never can keep company 
with the Squadron. Ever, my dear Lord, yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Trom Clfli'ke and M‘ Arthur, vol. ii. p. 320.] 

Oir Toulon, ICth July, 181)3. 

I send you some Papers relative to, and some Letters from, 
Odessa, a Russian Port in the Black Sea, of which the Duke 
de Richelieu is Governor. You will know much better than 
I can tell you, how this emigrant Duke has been courted 
by Buonaparte through his Minister in Russia. We must 
recollect that he is a Frenchmap, and his ultimate views pro- 
bably turn in getting back some of his estates in France. It 
appears odd it should so happen, that a Frenchman should be 
appointed Governor of a place where the French arc to have so 
much intercourse. From all I have heard before I left England, 
I cannot help thinking that Russia and France understand each 
other about the Turkish Dominions. If so, Egypt will be the 
price ; this Mr. Bourgoiii is a very clever fellow, and knows 
his business ; I take him to be nephew to the Minister who 
was in Denmark. The French trade in the Levant did not 
answer in the Peace; — all the letters I have say so (more than 
100), and many houses in Marseilles have stopped payment, 
forgive my suggestions, but they will naturally obtrude 
themselves, I meant merely to send the Papers. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN JAMES HILLYAR,* H.M. SHIP NIGER. 

[Order Book.] 

Arapliion, off Toulon, 20tb July, 1803. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed im- 
mediately with his Majesty’s Ship Niger under your command 
towards Genoa and Leghorn, and endeavour by every means 
in your power, to ascertain the number of Troops that arc col- 
lected at those places, and in their vicinity, and whether there 
are any Ve.ssels assembling for their embarkation. You are 
also to use 3 mur utmost endeavours to obtain such intelligence 
of the Enemy’s movements and intentions, as you may judge 
necessary for my information. You are also to endeavour to 
find out whether the Hannibal or any French Frigates are in 
the harbours of Genoa, Leghorn, Porto Ferraio, or St. Fiorenzo. 
Having so done, you are to return and join me on my llendcz- 
vous off this place, in fourteen or sixteen days from the time 
you shall leave the Fleet on the above service. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO AniUlllAL THE EARL OE ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[AutogTapli, in the possession of Vicc-Adiuirul Sir Willinin Tjirkev, Bart., G.C.B.j 

Ampliioii, July ’Hst, 1803. 

My dear Lord, 

As the Medusa is going to Gibraltar, and to look out to the 
Westward of the Straits, 1 send my letters to take their chance 
of a conveyance to England. It is not in my power to send 
any Line of Battle Ships to the Westward, for your Lordship 
will know that I am endeavouring to keep the generality of 
th<?m patched up for the service here. The strength of the 
N.W. gales does not seem to liave diminished since we were 
here last. I expect Victory about the end of the month, for 
less than a three weeks’ passage from Malta is not to be 
expected at this season. The Redbridge Schooner I ordered 

to sail July 1st, and she is not arrived: Lieutenant 

is, 1 believe, a very bad tool, besides, to work with. 

* Afterwards Rear-.\dmh*al Uir James Hillynr, Iv.C.B., K.CMI. ; he died iu July 
1843. 
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I am keeping the Fleet West from Cape Side from ten to 
fifteen leagues, to intercept anything which may come from 
the Westward, and two Frigates are off the Harbour. Ever, 
my dear Lord, wishing you health and comfort, I am your 
most faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I do not think the Toulon Squadron will move till joined 
by something from Brest. 


TO CAPTAIN JOHN GORE, H.M. SHIP MEDUSA. 

[Order Book.] 

Ampliion, uir Toulon, ‘iht July, 180J. 

Whereas there is reason to believe that a Squadron of the 
Enemy’s Ships of War arc coming from the West Indies or 
from Brest, to join the Fleet in Toulon ; You are, therefore, 
hereby required and directed to take your route from Cape 
Spartel towards Madeira, from thence to Cape St. Vincent, and 
to Cape Spartel, and to use every possible endeavour to gain 
such intelligence of the Enemy’s movements and intentions 
as you may judge necessary for my information, which you 
are to forward to me by a Sloop of War from Gibraltar; but 
should you fall in witli an Enemy’s Squadron steering for the 
Mediterranean, you arc in that case to join me on my Rendez- 
vous off Toulon without a moment’s loss of time, sending a 
Boat into Gibraltar to acquaint any of the Squadron which 
may be there with such information, that if of the Line they 
may join me immediately. You arc to continue on this 
service till further orders, returning to Gibraltar at the ex- 
piration of six weeks from the time of your leaving Cape 
Spartel, if you should not have gained any information which 
might make it necessary for my being acquainted with it 
before that time. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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i’O CAPTAIN THOMAS STAINES,* H. M. SLOOP CAMKLEON. 

Onlor-Book. j 

Aiiipliioii, off Toulon, ‘ioth July, IHO.S. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with his Majesty’s Sloop Camclcon, under your com- 
mand, to Barcelona, and on your arrival there, deliver the 
Public letter you will herewith receive, addressed to his 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at that place, where you 
are to remain for the space of twelve hours for his answer, and 
afterwards return and join me, on ray Rendezvous off this 
place, with the utmost possible dispatch. You are not to 
salute the Fort of his (hitholic Majesty, unless you receive a 
positive assurance that an equal, number of guns will be re- 
turned, and that every hospitality is shown you, which, from 
the Peace and subsisting good understanding between the 
two Monarchs, wc have every reason to demand and expect. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO HIS EXCELLExXCV HUGH ELLIOT, ESg. 

[Autograpli. in the Elliot Papers. J 

My dear Sir, Amphiou, July ‘iOtb, iso;], off Toulon. 

I was honoured with your Excellency’s letters this morning 
of July 7 th and 8 th, by the Phoebe — to all which I can say 
little ; for it is not difficult to see, if the War goes on, that the 
Kingdom of Naples will be lost, and its revenue appropriated 
to the use of Buonaparte’s Troops. From my heart I wish for 
Peace — a solid and honourable one — but I see no prospect of 
such an event, unless, in addition to the evacuation of Holland 
and Switzerland, Malta is ceded to us. I send this letter by 
the Raven Brig, who waits twenty-four hours for some things 
for Malta, from whence she wdll join me. The Superb, I 
expect, was with you on Friday the loth, and Captain Keats 
has my orders to sail the 29th. I sincerely hope that she has 

* Captain Thomas Stainos, who distiiignishcd himsplf in command of the Cyanc, 
in Action with a French Squadron in the Bay of Naples in June 1809 ; he died a 
Knight Commander of the Orders of the Bath and of St. Ferdinand and Merit, in 
July 1830. 
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not been detained at Naples; for I can very ill spare the 
services of such a Ship. The French Squadron — seven Sail 
of the Line, five or six Frigates, and six or seven Corvettes — 
in the whole eighteen Sail, arc in appearance ready for sea, 
every sail bent. At this moment, I am here with five Sail of 
the liincj and, when Monmouth goes to Naples, only four, to 
oppose this force. However, nothing shall induce me to 
neglect the personal safety of the Royal Family, and Mon- 
mouth shall go. Your Excellency is aware that I can send no 
Ship to Naples which wants re-fitting,"* and, therefore, that 
parting with a perfect Ship of the Line is a serious thing. The 
Kent and Agincourt are gone to Malta, the Triumj)h to Gib- 
raltar, and the Gibraltar wants to go into Port to refit, having 
sprung her mizen-mast and main-yard. I wished to have sent 
her to Naples ; but I am obliged to keep her, and send a sound 
Ship. However, this state of suspense will very soon be over. 
I only hope that Sicily will be guarded ; that the French 
will demand it, I am sure. 1 shall write fully by the Mon- 
mouth ; therefore, shall only touch on another subject. 

I have heard no rumours of a War with Algiers, nor do I 
believe a word of it ; therefore I cannot begin with them. The 
French Fleet from St. Domingo, I think, will come to the 
Mediterranean — perhaps, first to Cadiz, to get the Spaniards 
to escort them. If so, I may have two Fleets to fight ; but 
if I have the Ships, the more the better. Will your Excel- 
lency have the goodness to write a line to Mr. Jackson, to 
say that I will write him by the Monmouth ? and 1 beg your 
Excellency to be assured that I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IILS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autogvaiili, in the Elliot Pupers.] 

Private. July ;20tli, 

My dear Sir, 

The lad you have sent me was on board the Lion with 
Captain Dixon ; but it is, 1 assure you, totally out of my power 
to receive the lad, or to do anything for him. I cannot afford 


^ As it would be in violation of the Treaty between Naples and France. 
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to maintain him, nor do I feel it incumbent upon me. If any 
Captain who goes to Naples chooses to take him, there can 
be no objection on my part, which is all I can do. 

I am sorry that Castelcicala has taken a wrong twist 
against the English, who are certainly the truest friends to his 
Sovereign. I am glad that you stand as you [do] with the 
Queen and General Acton. How can it be otherwise ? You 
have no point to gain ; but to tell them and assist them in 
taking care of the Kingdom of Naples. We are anxiously 
waiting the arrival of the Victory, and news from England and 
Gibraltar. Not a word since we sailed. George Elliot went 
to the Bay of Rosas, a few days ago, and performed his mission 
ver^^ well, as he will do everything he is sent upon. 

We are all well and happy; and I am ever, my dear Sir, 
your most obliged and faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Many thanks for the Papers, which arc a great treat. 


TO MAJOR-GEXERAL VILLETTES, C0MMA\DER-1N-CIIIEE AT 
JMALTA. 

[Allograph, in tlic possession of Josiub French, Esq.] 

Off Toulon, July 1803. 

My dear General, 

The Phoebe sailed from Naples before the Superb, who 
sailed the day after Sir Richard Bickerton arrived ; therefore, 
1 have not lost a moment in sending the Raven for the money, 
and shall always feel pleasure in attending to your wishes in 
every respect. General Acton is in expectation that the 
Neapolitan Troops are arrived in Sicily from Malta, and 
as Mr. Elliot and General Acton perfectly understand one 
another about the possession of Messina, I can no longer 
object to the Neapolitan Troops leaving Malta on an idea that 
they might oppose our taking the Citadel of Messina ; but I 
beg to be perfectly understood that the departure of the 
Neapolitan Troops from Malta will not prevent the sending of 
all the British force which you can spare to Messina, should 
that measure be desired by llis Excellency Mr. Elliot, or by 
His Excellency General Acton. I have wrote very strongly 
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to Government, ‘ expressive of my regret at the Egyptian 
Army being ordered home, and urging the sending Troops 
not only for Sicily but for the Kingdom of Naples. 

The French in Toulon are ready for sea ; seven sail of the 
Line, five or six Frigates and six or seven Corvettes, in all 
eighteen sail ; and I think that the St. Domingo Fleet will 
come to Cadiz in their way to Toulon. I have had nothing 
from England or Gibraltar, since I left them. Spain is yet 
friendly. We are looking out for the Victory. I am ever, my 
dear General, your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE QUEEN OF NAPLES. 

'’From “ Recollections of the Life of the Reverend Doctor Scott,” p. 110.] 
Madam, Olf Tonlon, .inly 20ih, 1803. 

The first great object which is always nearest my heart, is 
the safety of the Persons of your Majesties, and of all the 
Royal Family. The second, so far as it is in my power, 
is that of the Kingdom of Naples, which is a very difficult 
affair. 

If your Majesty were to act with all the circumspection 
in your power, cither the French would feel themselves 
offended, or what is worse, if possible, their assistance would be 
given by force to the King, for the prtspnmium of Sicily. The 
great wisdom of your Majesty will know all that I could allege 
upon this subject. I shall therefore only say, that if Sicily is 
lost, Europe will blame the councils of his Sicilian Majesty 
and Lord Nelson, for having been so weak as to pay attention 
to, or credit what is reported, by the Agents of the present 
French Government. 

I have written to the English Government, declaring fully 
the unhappy position of the Kingdom of Naples ; regretting 
the orders given lor the return of the Army of Egypt ; and 
setting forth with energy the necessity for sending Troops, 
not only to assist in the defence of Sicily, but in sufficient 
numbers to place garrisons in Gaeta, in the Castles of Naple.s, 
if it should be expedient; and to send a body of men into 


* Vide p. Ill, HuU. Lord liobiut’s reply, in a subsequent page. 
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Calabria, to support the loyal and brave inhabitants of that 
country of mountains, in case the French should be too im- 
perious in their demands. 

His Excellency, Mr. Elliot, will inform your Majesty of 
the difficulty I have, in leaving a Ship of the Line at Naples, 
considering the present state of the Enemy’s Fleet at Toulon ; 
but I will never permit my personal feelings to weigh against 
the sacred interest which I shall always take in the safety 
and well-being of your Majesty and of all the Royal Family ; 
and I assure your Majesty that 1 am always your most devoted 
and faithful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Amphion, .Inly ‘^7th, 1803. 

My dear Davison, 

What an impertinent man that Mr. Lyne must have been. 
At least, my word might have been taken, that you were 
appointed by unanimous consent of the Captors. Of course, I 
should not have wrote so, if Captain Hardy had not au- 
thorized me. (Captain Hardy did not think, on this occasion, to 
name iNIr. Lyne, and he has wrote to liim or jNIr. Tucker. I 
find here that many named their own Agents, and some have 
put Mr. Scott with them, but I stand independent, and shall 
never solicit. I find in that correspondence, that you have sent 
many letters to Plymouth, to come out with Doctor Snipe in 
a Frigate ; but not a thing, or a scrap of a pen, has reached 
me from England since I sailed, except a line from Lady 
llarpilton, inclosing your correspondence. I hope in God, 
my dear Davison, that you will get over these damned prose- 
cutions for the Election.^ Tt has and does give me very serious 
uneasiness. 

We have a report through Italy of negotiations for Peace, 
and changes of Administration. As for Peace, we cannot 

* Afr. Davison was prosecuted lor brilieiy at the Ilcliestcr Klection, and in April 
1804, was seulettced by the Court of King’s Bench to conlincniciit for twelve 
months in the Marshalsea jn’isoii. 
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have one but on degrading and dishonourable terms — sooner 
than which, we had better spend the last shilling in resisting, 
like men. The Italian Papers mention Mr. Yorke as First 
Lord of the Admiralty. If so, what becomes of the virtuous 
Sir T. T. and Tucker ? But I care not who is in or out — I 
shall endeavour to do my duty to the Country. 

I wish you would get me the opinion of some learned man 
about the Commons, on the Bills of Lading. I maintain that 
under the description of the Bill of Lading, that the goods 
are risked by the Shippers until they are received, and are, 
therefore French property ; and I should be glad to have 
this opinion as soon as possible, as, yesterday, not less than 
^40,000 worth of goods passed for Smyrna; but the Captains 
were afraid to touch them. I cannot blame them: our rules of 
Admiralty have been so undecided. I am longing for Victory 
but when will she appear? I know your goodness about my 
wine, &c., from Guernsey, and that I shall have it out by some 
way or other. But tell me principally about yourself; for 
believe me ever, your most obliged and faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[From Clarke and ]M‘Artliiir, vol. ii. p. 

2;tli July, 180;i. 

Europe seems so degraded, that I declare I would rather 
die with my sword in my hand resisting, than hold any Terri- 
tory by means of a degenerate guarantee. Can a Kingdom 
be said to be free, which pays contributions at the order of a 
Foreign Power ? No ; yet such is the state of Naples, 
Tuscany, and Genoa. General Murat demanded at Genoa a 
contribution of five millions of livres on the Yth; the Govern- 
ment said they could only raise three ; the rest must be paid 
in men for the Army; 1600 men marched into Genoa on the 
17 th of July. Yesterday and to-day, three Corvettes have 
been trying to proceed to the Eastward ; I am confident they 
want to get to the Flecl of Italy and the Adriatic, and it is very 


* His Ship. 
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cliflicalt to prevent their passing along shore. At Marseilles 
they Jirc fitting, as reports say, eighty or ninety Gun-boats, 
and intend sending them, by the Ganal of laingiiedoc, to 
Bordeaux ; but I am sure this is not true. They are to go 
along shore to the Heel of Ital^'^, and to embark and protect 
their Army cither to Sicily or the Morea, or to both ; and the 
Navy of Europe can hardly prevent these along-shore voyages. 
However, I am placing an addition to the Scpiadron 1 have 
already stationed upon that Coast ; but from Cape St. Vincent, 
where it is absolutely necessary I should have a look-out for 
the Ships of War coming from the Mediterranean, to the Head 
of the Adriatic, I have only eight Frigates ; which, with the 
service of watching Toulon, and the necessary Frigates Avith the 
Fleet, are absolutely not one half enough. I mean this as no 
complaint, for I am confident the Admiralty are hard pressed, 
and will send me more when the Service will admit it. I 
am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO srn EVAN NEPEAN, PART., AD.MIKAJ/I V. 

[ Orij'iuul, in the Admimlty.] 

Anipliioii, oft' 'roulon, ‘iTtli .Inly, iso.'l. 

Sir, 

From the various circumstances of service attached to the 
Naval part of my duty in these seas, which imposes upon me 
a correspondence faim several rpiartcrs that retiuircs a know- 
ledge of the different languages, 1 have felt it necessary to 
apply to the llev. Alexander John Scott, Chajdain of His 
Majesty’s Ship Victory, who very handsomely offered his 
scrvic(;s as Interpreter, and as this imposes upon Mr. Scott a 
very laborious duty, and Interpreters having been rovvard(‘d 
on former occasions,^ I am, therefore, to request you vill 
please to communicate this letter to the liords (Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, and move them to grant such salary to the 
Office as they may think proper. I am, Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


^ Mr. Scott was nllowcd £100 per annum, as in former instances of an Ailiniral s 
interpreter. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[OrigiiiaJ, in the Acliiiinilty.] 

Ampliion, off Tonlmi, .Tuly .‘lOtli, 180:1. 

Sir, 

Having some days ago sent His Majesty’s Sloop Termagant 
to the Bay of Rosas, for the purpose of ascertaining the facility 
of watering any of His Majesty’s ships under my command, 
which I might find necessary to send there, and also with 
respect to the procuring live bullocks and other refresliments 
for the Fleet ; You will please to acquaint the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that Captain Elliot found the 
Spaniards very much inclined to be civil, and that any num- 
ber of bullocks may at present be had there for ready money ; 
but he found considerable difficulty in paying for three bul- 
locks which he ])urchascd for the Termagant’s (Company, and 
was obliged to apply to the Neapolitan Consul to take bills on 
the Victualling-Board for the value thereof. I only mention 
this as an instance, to show the necessity of Tublic money 
being supplied to the Fleet. Captain Elliot was directed not 
to salute the F'ort of his Catholic Majesty, but upon a positive 
assurance of an Cfjual number of guns being returned ; finding 
the Governor would only return the intended salute of a 
Private Ship, wdth four guns less, the Termagant did not salute 
the Fort. 1 am. Sir, &;c.. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Aiitogrnpli, ill the Elliot Papers.] 

Anipliion, .July .‘lOtli, 180:i. 

My dear Sir, 

Since I wrote to your Excellency on Tuesday the 26th 
July, by the Raven, I have only to inform you, that throe 
Corvettes from Toulon liave twice come out of the Harbour, 
and \vere chased back again. They were, apparentlj^, bound 
to the F^astward ; and, in time, the French must get a force to 
the Heel of Italy to attend their Army. It must be a more 
chance if any of our Ships could lay hold of them from Point 
to Point, which is all the sea voyage these sort of gentry make. 
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But I must apprise you, that a much more formidable descrip- 
tion of Vessels arc said to be fitting at Marseilles ; but this 
circumstance Sir John Acton ought to know from the Nea- 
politan Consul there. Our reports from twenty Vessels, all 
agree that a printed requisition is stuck up for obtaining 
eighty or ninety small Vessels of about forty tons each, 
llcports say that they arc to be fittcil as (jJ un-boats, and sent 
by the Canal of Languedoc to Bordeaux. If it is true that 
these Vessels arc fitting out, it is perfectly clear they are 
destined for the Heel of Italy, to attend upon the Army ; and 
I need scarcely tell you — certainly not Sir John Acton — that 
nothing but Vessels of similar descriptions, and with the same 
facilities of going into all the little Ports in bad weather, can 
])revcnt their passage alongshore — no, not all the Navies of 
Europe : therefore, if this report is true, and as yet I have no 
reason to doubt it, the conscfpiences arc foreseen, and we 
must more and more look to Sicilj^ 1 sec, my dear Sir, all 
tliat will happen: so must General Acton, the Queen, and 
yourself. It may be a little sooner, or a little later, as may 
suit the convenience of the Ercnch for their other great 
objects, the Morea and Egypt. If we do not occupy Messina, 
I arn free to say, that the Ercnch will not make? a conquest 
of the whole Kingdom of Ntq)les, because that would bar 
their possession of Sicily, which is their first and great object. 
That accomplished, JVajflcs falls of coarse ; and if not as a 
conquest, ten times more humiliating — the King being left as 
an odious Commissary to raise contributions from his unhappy 
Subjects for the French. For God’s sake, let us reflect. I have 
sent an additional force to the iMouth of the Adriatic; and 
wherever the French possess, will, of course, not bo regarded 
as Neutral yround. I have serious thoughts of notifying those 
Poi^s as blockaded, but I wish not to do anything hastily. 1 
wish General Acton to tell me whether the City of Naples 
draws any, and what, supplies from those places occupied by 
the French; and whether a blockade, j)revcnting any supplies 
going to those places, would not be attended with more ad- 
vantage to the Common Cause, than receiving at Naples 
those supplies which the French not wanting, allow to be 
exported ? 

I have, my dear Sir, finished stating for ever all my ideas 
h 2 
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about Naples and Sicily. Whatever happens, I feel that I have 
done all in niy power to prevent misfortune ; and for the 
future I leave the rest to wiser heads, but to none, I assert, 
more devoutly attached to the happiness and welfare of their 
Sicilian Majesties, and to the real security of their Kingdoms. 
Fourteen days ago, a French Seventy-four got into C^adiz from 
Saint Domingo, and two French Frigates, with some Mer- 
chant-ships; but, I have kept everything here to save Italy, if 
in my power ; and you know I was ordered to send a Scpiadron 
outside the Straits. What will they say at home ? However, 
I feel I have done riglit, and care not. I am ever, your 
Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Kuonte. 


'i’O JUS K.XCELLJOiVCV ri[TGIJ ELLlO'l’, ]<:SQ. 

[Aiilogvapli, in llie Klliot Papers. “ Satnrtlay, ‘iOlli .Tuly. The Viclovy maile 
lier imjiibt'r. At iD-'jO boro up anil nmdo sail.” — Jmi>hU)H's Iahj. “ T), p.m., joinoil 
this C'aptaiii 'I'. M. Hardy, and superseded t'uptain Sutton. Hoisted Lord 

Viscount Nelson’s Fla'*.” — J'ictorif’s Lin/.] 

Private. Ampliion, July 180 : 1 . 

My dear Sir, 

Untoward events have most assuredly lost me two Sail of 
the Line, and probably two Frigates ; for had we been 
allowed to come out in the Victory, the Jemappe would have 
gone with us to Malta; and, if I had, which the Admiralty 
expected, found Sir Richard Bickerton there, with his Fleet 
ready for sea, t\vo Sail of the Line would have been out- 
side the Straits, and have taken the others. Instead of 
which, finding Sir Richard at sea, short of provisions, and a 
crippled Fleet, I liave only been able to watch Toulon, and 
to attend Naplc.s, and send Ships into Port to be re-/ittcd. 
The Monmouth is a very fine Sixty-four, and Captain UarF a 
very worthy man ; before his turn is out at Naples, something 
decisive must take place. The Victory is just in sight, and 
Monmouth parts in the morning. I have the pleasure to tell 
you that Ca})tain Davers of the Active, from ill-health going 
to England, Ceorge Elliot will to-morrow be (Japtain of 
the Maidstone. All here arc well, and desire their kindest 


Capiuiu Gcorjjo Hart : lie died a Rciu'-Admirul of the Blue in April 181‘-i. 
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regards, and believe me, my dear Sir, your miicli obliged and 
faithful Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

The letter you sent me for Prince Castclcicala, will go off 
on Monday for England. 


TO LADY ItAMlLTON. 

[I’iXtract from “ Lord Nelson’s Letlf;rs to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. j). l ..’ l.J 

Victory, oif Toulon, An^iust 1st, 

I do not hnow that you will get this letter. 

My dearest Emma, 

Your letter of May 31, which came under cover to Mr. 
Noble, of Naples, inclosing Davison’s correspondence with 
Plymouth, arrived by the Phoebe two days ago : and this is 
the only scrap of a pen which has been received by ciny 
person in the Fleet since wc sailed from England 

Sutton joined me yesterday, and wc arc all got into the 
Victory ; tind, a few dtiys will put us in order. Everybody 
gives a very excellent character of Mr. (ffievalicr, the servant 
recommended by Mr, Davison ; and 1 shall certainly live as 
frugal as my station will admit. I have known the pinch, and 
shall endeavour never to know it again, I want to send 
f2100 to pay off jNlrs. Greaves on October 1st ; but I have 
not received one fixrthing : but I hope to receive some soon. 
But Mr. lIaslewoo(F ixromiscd to sec this matter kept right for 
me. Hardy is now busy, hanging up your and IJoratia’s'’ 
picture ; and I trust soon to see the oilier two safe arrived 
from the Exhibition. I want no others lo ornament my 
cabin. 1 can contemplate them, and /ind new beauties every 
day, and I do not want anybody else. 

You will not expect much news from us, Wc sec nothing. 
I have great fear, that all Naples will fall into the hands of 
the French; and, if Acton docs not take care, Sicily also. 
However, I have given my final advice so fully and strongly, 
that, let what will happen, they cannot blame me. Captain 

’ His 8oli<*Uor. 

® His daughter, now Mrs, llorntia Nelson Ww'd, who will be fro«iucutly men- 
tioned. 
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Caper* says, Mr. Elliot cannot bear Naples. I have no doubt, 
but tliat it is very different to your time. The Queen, 1 fancy, 
by the seal, has sent a letter to Castclcicala ; her letter to me 
is only thanks for iiiy attention to the safety of the Kingdom. 
If Dr. Scott has time, and is able, he shall write a copy for 
you. Hie King is very inucli retired. He would not sec 
the French General St. Cyr, who came to Naples to settle 
the contribution for the payment of the French Army. The 
(iucen was ordered to give him and the French Minister a 
dinner, but tlie King stayed at Tlelvidcre. 

I think he will give it nji soon, and retire to Sicily, if the 
French will allow liim. Acton has never dared give Mr. 
Elliot, or one Englishman, a dinner. The Fleet are ready to 
come forth ; but, they will not come for the sake of fighting 
me. 1 have this day made George Elliot,' Post; ideutenant 
Pettet, a Master and Commander; and Mr. llindmarsh. Gun- 
ner’s son, of tlie Pcllerophon, who behaved so well this day 
five years, a Tiiculcnant.” I reckon to have lost two French 
Seventy-fours, by my not coming out in the Victory; but I 
hope they will come soon, with interest. This goes to Gib- 
raltar, by Sutton, in the Ainphion. 1 shall write the Doctor^ 
in a day or two. 1 see, by the French Papers, that he has 
kissed hands. With kindest regards to your good mother, 
and all at Merton, &c., ever yours, most faitlifully and 
affectionately. Nelson and Buonte. 


TO J.lKU rKNAiN r-GENERAI. Sill THOMAS TKIGGK, K.U. 
[fjctter 13oo]x.J 

Victory, oft" Tuuloi], 1st August, iHOa. 

The Surgeon of Mis Majesty’s Naval Hospital at Gibraltar 
liaving stated to me tlie necessity of the free and entire use of 

“ Now V'ic(;-A(lniiial tljo lliui. Sir 'I'liornas niiulcu Capo], K.C.Tl. 

^ ('apfaiii, till' llonniirablc (irorge Klliot, was Posted froui tlic 'I'crniagailt into 
the iMaidstoiio, lu'rc IMouIuiiy removed to tlie Active, r/cc L\ S. Davers, invalided. 
Ca]itain Kobert Pettel died a Coniiiniuder in 

* Clarke iijij APArtliur stale, Unit tin* iolJowing imssage occurs in l.ord Nelsini’s 
Trisalc ‘‘ Isl .'nignst, L lia\e bad the plejisiiro of rewarding uieril. in tlio 

j>erson of Mr. 1 liudinarsii. (}unner’sson,of the .nellevoplion . for liis conduet this day 
live yf a''*^' ’ -i. < at tlie Jiattle of the Nile. 

^ His I'' other apjiears to have kissed Lauds on taking Lb degree of D.D., aud 
obtaining a ihcbendal Stall. 
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one or more of the lower Wards (at present occupied by the 
Military) for the use and accommodation of sick and wounded 
Prisoners who may be sent there, and as the relinquishing 
these Wards by the Military was perfectly understood by Lord 
Keith, when it became necessary for the use of sick and 
wounded Seamen, &c., I am, therefore, from seeing the pro- 
priety and necessity of the Surgeon’s representation, to request 
that you will please to give the necessary orders for one, or the 
whole of the Wards, at present occupied by the Military, to 
be relinquished and given up to the Surgeon of Gibraltar 
Hospital, as he may find necessary. I have the honour to 
be, 8ic., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL SUTION, H.M. SHIP AMPIHOX. 

[OnU-r-Book.] 

Victory, off TuuloJi, Ist August, iSOM. 

Whereas there is reason to believe that a Stpiadron of the 
Enemy’s Ships of War are coming from the West Indies, or 
from Brest, to join the Fleet in Toulon, You arc, therefore, 
hereby rctpiired and directed to take your route from (htpe 
Spartel towards Madeira, from thence to Cape St. Vincent 
and to Cape Spartel, and use every possible endeavour to gain 
such intelligence of the Enemy’s movements and intentions 
as you may judge necessary for my information, which you 
are to forward to me by a Sloop of War from Gibraltar; but 
should you fall in with an Enemy’s Squadron steering for the 
Mediterranean, you are, in that case, to join me on my Ren- 
dezvous off Toulon without a moment’s loss of time, sending a 
Boat into Gibraltar to acquaint auy of the Squadron which may 
bo there with such information, that if of the Line, they may 
join me immediately. You are to continue on this service till 
further orders, returning to Gibraltar at the expiration of six 
weeks from the time of your leaving Cape S{)artel, if you 
should not have gained any information which might make it 
necessary for my being acquainted with before that time. 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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'JO SIR EVAN NEJ’i^AN. RAK'I’., ADMIKALTV. 

[L('ttcr-li()ok.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 1st August, 

Sir, 

I actjuaintecl you, by letter of the 19th iilt, that his Mtijcsty’s 
Ship Agincourt had sprung a leak, and that I had, in conse- 
quence, directed her by signal to proceed to Malta, llis 
Majesty’s Ship Victory (which joined me on the 30th ultimo) 
having fallen in with the Agincourt off Marctimo, Captain 
Briggs* availed himself of the opportunity of acquainting me 
thereof, and sending a copy of his log, which I herewith 
transmit you for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. Their Lordships will, I am sure, be much 
pleased with Captain Brigg’s conduct in not rc(piiring a Ship 
to attend him into Fort, knowing the small force with me. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, bAUT., ADMlRAUn'. 

[Original, in the Aflniirally.] 

Victory, off'l’oulon, 1st August, lS0;>. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that by the last information of the Enemy’s force 
at Toulon, there are seven Sail of Line, five or six Frigates, 
and six or seven Corvettes, in all eighteen Sail, apparently 
])crfcctly ready for sea : a Frigate and three (h)rvettes have 
l)cen three times out of the harbour, but returned again. At 
Genoa there arc three Genoese Vessels of War ready for sea, 
about forty sail of French Merchant Sliij)s, and three Lutch 
Merchantmen ; and at Marseilles, from reports of Vessels 
spoke, they are putting in requisition eighty or ninety Sail of 
Vessels, about forty tons each, to be fitted as Gun-boats, and 
to proceed by the Canal of Languedoc to Bordeaux ; but I 
believe, if they are really fitting out, that they arc destined to 
protect the movements of their Army in the Heel of Italy. 
I also understand, from a Vessel spoke by the Fleet, that a 

* Now Vice-Admii-iil Sir Thomas Ihiggs, G.C.M.G. 
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French Line-of-Battlc Ship has got into Cadiz from St. 
Domingo. Their Lordships will know, from the reasons set 
forth in my former letters, that it has been totally out of my 
power to send a Ship of the Line out of the Straits. I am, 
Sir, &c., Nelson and Buonte. 


TO Ills EXCP:LLENCY the commanding admiral of 11IE 
FLEPrr OF THE french IIEPU13E1C. 


[Original, in tlio Aclniirulty.] 


Sir, 


Oft’ Toulon, August Htli, 


Your Frigates have captured the Redbridge Schooner and 
two Transports loaded with water. There are many French 
Prisoners both at Malta and Gibraltar ; therefore, as it cannot 
be the wish of us Ofheers to detain those as Prisoners avIio can 
be exchanged, I therefore offer you. Sir, to send immediately 
as many men as you may send to me. 1 have the honour to 
be. Sir, &c., Nelson and Buonte.^ 

N.B. — Only one Transport was taken. 


10 SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, iii tlic Admiralty.] 

Victory, oft’ Toulon, Augu.st Dth, ISOd. 

Sir, 

On Thursday morning last, as appears ])y the Pha'be’s log 
sent herewith, the Redbridge Schooner*’ and a Trans])ort, 
loaded witli water, was captured by fonr Frigates and some 
(k)rvettcs, which came out of Toulon in the night; having 
made the capture, the Frigates worked for exercise apparently 
between the Petit Pass and Cape Sicie, and returned into 
Toulon on Saturday. 1 have the honour to be, 8ic., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* On tlui lOtli of August, Captain jMouFrny reported fluit llie Ofticcr with the Flag 
of 1 nice was desired l»y n sentinel to roniain oft’ Cape Sepet; a Frcuchuuiii caiiie 
to liini, and then another, after three hours, and said it was totally impossible Lord 
Nelson’s letter should bo received at all. 

* Conimuuded by Lieutenant George Lcinpriere : his name is not in the Navy 
List of, nor after, ISOh, 
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TO TlJE RIGHT IIONOVRABI.E HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autogmph, in the Sidiuouth rapers.] 

Victory, ott’ Toulon, August lOtJi, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

I liave wrote to you so fully on every occasion, and so late 
as the 4th, that 1 will not take up your time by Mr. A’Court, 
except to say that we are all well, and only want the French 
Fleet to come out to make us all happy. 1 am making what 
use I can of Spain, to get water and rcfresliments, and shall 
do so as long as they will allow us ; hut I suppose the French 
will not suffer it very long. The Spaniards are selling Vessels, 
taken from us by the French, at public auction. 1 have given 
Mr. AXJourt the advertisement to show Mr. Frere,' and to carry 
it to England. The Kent is just joining from Malta. I wait 
her arrival before I close my letter. Sir Richard Bickerton is 
just come on board. All is well at Malta, therefore I will not 
detain Mr. A’Court one moment; and have only to assure you, 
tliat I am ever, niy dear Sir, your most faithful and attached, 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO CAPTAIN Sill IllCllAlU) JOHN STUACUAN,'^ BAJIT., 

TI.M. SHIP DONEGAL. 

[Onlor-Book.] 

Victory, oil Toulon, KUh August, 1S(»3. 

Whereas I have received information that there is a French 
Seventy-four and some Frigates at Cadi/, that may attempt 
the blocking up our Trade entering the Straits, You arc, 
therefore, hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with his Maje.sty’s Ship Donegal under your command, 
and take your station outside the Straits, in such situation as 
you may judge most likely to fall in with the Enemy’s force 
above-mentioned, or any of tlieir Privateers or Cruizers, as 
well as for the protection of the Trade of his Majesty’s Sub- 

’’ .Tolm llooklisim yrcc, I’lScp, Minister at Mmlrul. 

" At'tcrw.niils avcII known, frciii having eoinmainled the {Squadron oilFerrol, which 
captured four of the I’n uch Ships that escaped at 'J’rafalgnr, for which Action he 
received the Red Ribbon. Sir Ricliiu'd Slraeliiiii died iin Admiral of the Blue, iu 
February 18‘>8. 
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jccls. Having ordered the Frigates and Sloops named in the 
margin” on the service mentioned in the copies of their orders 
which accompany this, you arc at liberty to take the whole, 
or cither of them under your command, as circumstances may 
rentier necessary, for the more effectual execution of the ser- 
vices you arc employed on. You are to continue on this ser- 
vice until relieved, or you shall receive my further orders, 
returning occasionally to Gibraltar when it may be necessary 
to complete your provisions and water, and afford Idcutenant- 
Gcneral Sir Thomas Triggc every assistance in your power 
which he may require, and you deem necessary for the good 
of his Majesty’s service, and the comfort and health of the 
Garrison at that ])lacc — taking care to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of acquainting me with your proceedings, and the orders 
you may find necessary to give the Commanders of either of 
the Ships before-mentioned, that 1 may make regulations 
accordingly, paying due regard to the orders of the Medusa 
and Amphion, respecting an Enemy’s Fleet or Scpiadron, 
which may a])pear to you steering for the Mediterranean. 
You are to direct the Commander of any of his Majesty’s 
Ships or Vessels which you may fall in with, having dispatches 
for me, or otherwise, to join me on my Rendezvous off* this 
place ; but to approach Toulon with great caution, and not 
make too free with the entrance of the harbour, and likewise 
send similar orders to any IShips of War which may join me 
from Gibraltar. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO sin EVAx\ NEPEAN', HART., ADiMlRALrY. 

[original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, otV Toulon, lOth August, ISO-I. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from Chip- 
tain Donnelly of his Majesty’s Ship Narcissus, giving an 
account of the capture of the French National Brig of War 
L’ Alcion, together with copy of the said Brig’s dimensions ; 


** Medusa, Ain^thion, Bittern. 



156 


LETTKRff. 


[1 803. 

and, as she appeal’s to be a remarkably fine Vessel and fit for 
liis Majesty’s Service, you will please to acquaint their Lord- 
ships, that I shall give directions for her being immediately 
jnirchased into the Service, and fitted for sea ■with all possible 
dispatch, as I am very much in want of Vessels of that descrip- 
tion, which I hope their Lordships will approve. I am. 
Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LlEUTENAiNT WILLIARF PEMBERTON,’ AGENT FOR TRANS- 
PORTS, IMAUl'A. 

[LcUcr-Book.'l 

Victory, off 'J'oiilon, lOtli August, 

f^ir, 

I have this day received j^our letter of the 23rd ult., with 
the Return of Transjiorts therein mentioned, and am to observe 
tliat your conduct in the discharge of your duty as Resident 
Agent at Malta, from the testimony of every one who has 
mentioned your name to me, has been such as must ever meet 
my approbation. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE ItESPECTtVE MERCHANTS AT MAl/IA. 
[riCtlcr-Bookq 

Victory, off'ruulou, lOih August, 

Gentlemen, 

I have received an application for (’onvoy to the Ships 
bound from Malta into the Archipelago, and beg to acquaint 
you that a (Joiivoy was ordered for that purpose on the 18th 
of June last, and also to bring the Levant Trade from thence; 
and wlicn I think the Merchant-vessels from the Adriatic and 
Archipelago are arrived at Malta, I shall appoint a Gonvoy to 
proceed with them from thence to England. The Merchants 
of Malta and elsewhere may be assured that it will always 
afford me pleasure to pay due attention to their commerce. 
I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* lie (licil a lucuicimut in 1800. 
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TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN HALL, BART., MAI/l’A. 

[Letter -Book.] 

Victory, otfToulou, KHli Aii^iis^ 1S0:L 

Sir, 

Hoar- Admiral Sir llichard Bickerton has communicated to 
me your wish that the Arab ^ could i)e attached to the service 
of the Island of Malta, under your own immediate directions; 
and although I am fully sensible that such a Vessel is neces- 
sary to be attached to you, as was the case with the Vicero}^ 
of Corsica, yet I do not feel myself at liberty to make such 
purchase without orders from the Admiralty. But if you 
think ])ropcr to pay the Agent what she is valued at, I will 
certainly, till the pleasure of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty is known, appoint a Lieutenant and Cutter’s 
establishment for her, (looking to you to })rocure the men 
to man her,) to be borne as supernumeraries on some Ship’s 
books. You must be aware that as the Agents are going to 
sell the said Vessel for the benefit of the Captors, that the 
money must be paid for her on deliveiy, as I do not feel my- 
self authorized to interfere with the sale. I think it probable, 
from your representation to the Secretary of State, and from 
iiiin to the Admiralty, that their Lordships will direct the 
amount of the purchase of the Vessel to be charged to the 
account of the Navy. I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from “ Lord NcLou's Lellcrs to Lady Hamilton,” \ol. ii. p. Idi).] 
Victory, off 'roulon, Auj>nst ICtli, If-n);] 

My dearest Emma, 

I take the opportunity of Mr. A’(Jourt’s‘ going ihrougli 
Spain, with Mr. Elliot’s dispatches for Englantl, to send this 
letter ; for I would not, for the world, miss any op})ortunity of 
sending you a line. By Gibraltar, I wrote you, as lately as 

* A Erciicli Cutter, taken by tlic Maidstone, Captain Moubniy, on the Mtb of 
.)une. 

’ Now Lord Ileytesbury, G.C.13., Ltml Lienlenniit of Ireland: he was then 
Secretary of Lejjatioii at Naples. 
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the 4th ; but all our ways of communicating with England, 
are very uncertain ; and, I believe, the Admiralty must have 
forgot us ; for not a Vessel of any kind or sort has joined us 
since I left Spithcad. News 1 absolutely am ignorant of; 
except that a Schooner belonging to me, put her nose into 
Toulon, and four Frigates popped out, and have taken her, 
and a Transport loaded with water for the Fleet. However, 
I hope to have an opportunity, very soon, of paying them the 
debt, with interest. Mr. A’Court says, at Naples, they hope that 
the mediation of Russia will save them ; but I doubt if Russia 
will go to War with the French for any Kingdom ; and they, 
poor souls I relying on a broken reed, will lose Sicily. 

As for getting anything for Bronte, I cannot expect it ; for 
the finances of Naples are worse than ever. Vatienza, how- 
ever: I will 

I sec, many Bishops arc dead. Is my brother tired of 
Canterbury ? I wish 1 could make him a Bishop. If you 
see him, or write, say that 1 have not ton minutes to send 
away Mr. A’Court, who cannot be detained. I hope Lord St. 
Vincent has sent out Sir William Bolton, As soon as I know 
who is First Lord,^ I will write him. 


TO CAPTAIN WILTAAM KDWARD CRACRAFT, II.M. SHIP ANSON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, Jlth Auffust, 

Whereas I have received information that the French intend 
sending a Squadron of Frigates into the Adriatic, to protect 
their Army at the Heel of Italy, you arc, therefore, hereby 
required and directed to proceed witli all possible dispatch, 
in his Majesty’s Ship Anson, under your command, off Cape 
Spartivento, and between that and the entrance of the Adriatic, 
where you will find his Majesty’s Ship and Sloop named in the 
margin* cruising on the service mentioned in Captain Richard- 
son’s order of the 26th June last, and my letter to him of the 


* riio expected cliiingt; in Adinhiistriilion and in the Board of Admiralty, did not 
take place until May 1S04. 

* Juno, Moi}?iana. 
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lOth ultimo, copies of which accompany this, for your in- 
formation. You are to take the said Ship and Sloop under 
your orders, whose Captains are directed to put themselves 
under your command, and cruize very diligently from the 
Mouth of the Archipelago along the Adriatic, as far as Ancona, 
for the purpose of keeping the Adriatic open to the Trade of 
his Majesty’s Subjects ; as well as to prevent the Enemy from 
sending any of their Cruizers, or conveying Troops across the 
Adriatic into the Morea, or along the (^oast of (Jalabria, 
towards llcggio. You are to show yourself, or anclior occa- 
sionally at Messina, taking care to bear in view the object of 
my order and letter to Captain Richardson above mentioned. 
And whereas the French Troops have taken possession of 
several Ports mentioned particularly in the said order, and 
may eventually possess themselves of more territory on the 
Calabrian coast, you are also hereby required and directed to 
take, burn, sink, or destroy, any of the Enemy’s Cruizers or 
Trade which may avail themselves of protection in such places; 
and to consider every such Port or place occupied by the 
French, or where their flag may be flying, in any part of his 
Sicilian Majesty’s Dominions, as entirely exempt from any 
[)rotcction of Neutrality. You are to continue on this service 
until relieved, or you shall receive my fiirliier orders, acquaint- 
ing me from time to time, as opportunity may offer, with your 
proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ABRAlIAiNF GIBBS, KSQ., PALERMO. 

[T.etter-Book.] 

Victory, oiV Toulon, lllli AugUBt, 

. My dear Sir, 

I yesterday received your truly friendly letter of July 5th, 
with much pleasure, and I shall be truly thankful, if you 
will have the goodness to put my Bronte estate in a train, that 
if I cannot receive the value of it, and have done with it, that, 
at least, I may receive the full rental regularly; for 1 never 
will lay out another sixpence on it, but am content to j)ay a 
certain sum for the attention of some respectable person to 
receive the rents, and to remit them to London, As you are 
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so good as to offer to attend to this serious concern to me, I 
will enter at large into the subject. I told Graefer, on first 
setting out, that I would give up two years* rent for fitting up 
a house and improving. I paid more attention to another 
Sovereign than my own ; therefore the King of Naples’ gift 
of Bronte to me, if it is not now settled to my advantage, and 
to be permanent, has cost me a fortune, and a great deal of 
favour which I might have enjoyed, and [much] jealousy 
which I should have avoided. I repine not on those accounts. 
I did my duty, to the Sicilifying my own conscience, and I 
am cas 3 ^ It will be necessary, before 3 "ou can take any steps 
beyond impiiry, to know from Sir John Acton what has been 
done, and what is intended. All that I beg is, that the just 
thing may be done immediately, and that I may liavc it per- 
manent. I shall never again write an order about the estate. 
If the estate cannot be returned, my receiving the whole value, 
the income nett ought to be paid me, which the Hospital re- 
ceived, as delivered to me, was 6700 ounces on the average for 
seven years i^rcccding.* Your kind assistance will truly oblige, 
my dear Sir, your very faithful, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO sin ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, DART., MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Private. August l“>tli, isO;}. 

Uy dear Ball, 

I have wrote you an official letter, in order that you may 
send it home, which will show your reason for the purchase.*^ 
If you like but to man her, and ])ut a Master in her, and con- 
sider lier as not belonging to, or under the orders of the Naval 
Commander-iri-Chicf, I will still, till the orders of tbe Ad- 
miralty are known, bear twenty-five supernumeraries for you, 
although I expect they will disapprove of such an irregular 

^ sir. 'I’liis lettor is very imic umtely rojned in the Letter-Book: T.onl Nelson 
probably ineiuit, t)!;it if he eould not obluiii the whole rout of the estate, ho ()Uf»ht, 
ftt least, to have the annual sum it had paid to the Hospital to whieli it had formerly 
’belonged. 

® t)f the Aral). 
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act ; but I am ready to do everything in my power to oblige 
you, being ever, my dear Ball, your most faithful and obliged 
friend. Nelson and Bronte. 

If you wish to have a Lieutenant in her, name the person 
you would wish, and ho shall have an order. If you have no 
such person, I will desire Hardy to look out for some steady 
man. Pray forward my paeket to Gibbs at Palermo. I sup- 
pose by Girgenti is the best way. 

TO CAPTAIN MOUJillAY, II.M. SHIP ACTIVE. 

[f.ettev-ljook.] 

Aiiffiist l >, 

Dear Sir, 

It is not my intention to close watch Toulon, eveti xoith 
Frlffates; for I sec the gentlemen want one of our Frigates. 
VVlicn we come in sight of Sicie, join me, and I w'ill further 
explain my intentions ; but I beg you will not keep too close 
to Sepet or Sicie in the night. I am, clear Sir, your most 
obedient servant. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Sill ALEXANDER JOHN BALT., BART., MALTA. 

[Lettev-Book,] 

August 1H0:L 

My dear Ball, 

Ckiptain Vankempen, a Dutchman by birth, was a Captain 
in the lU'cnch Navy, now on half-pay from us, at five shillings 
a-day, has a wife (you may have seen them at Sir William 
llarnilloii’s, at Najdes,) and family, resides at present at 
Palermo, a very sensible, industrious man, set up a Store both 
in Palermo and Naples, but obliged to lly from his attachment 
to Boyalty and our Caust?, has begged my recommendation 
for some employ. He could assist the Commissary, or be 
iiscfid in any department you could place him in. He is not 
a])ove working for his family. Perhaps Mr. Chapman could 
make him useful, or the Lazaretto. In short, if yon can be 
of service to him, send to him to Palermo, and you w ill make 
him happy, and truly oblige, iny dear Ball, your affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


VOL. V. 


M 
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TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, BART., MALTA. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Victory, off Toulon, August l‘2th, ISO:). 

My dear Ball, 

By Sir Richard Bickerton* I am favoured with your letter 
of July 23rd. Yours by the Redbridge, I fear the French 
are reading, for I dare say he never threw his dispatches over- 
board, although it has not been for want of caution on my 
part, for I charged him, when he was with me off Naples, 
always to have lead or plenty of shot tied to his dispatches ; 
but he has been used to be taken like a fool, and Captain 
(yapel, I was very near saying, had better luck in his escape 
than he deserved; keep this to yourself, for he is a good 
young man. I liave to thank you for your news from the 
Morea and Egypt; if our Government is not on its guard, it 
is no fault of mine. By sending a confidential person to 
Messina, you will know everything, and Mr. Elliot has full 
confidence in the (cabinet of Naples, that they are truly sin- 
cere ; therefore I should hope that even if any of the Officers 
who served with the French in Puglia are sent to Messina, 
that they arc not sent for bad purposes, and that all will be 
smooth for our reception, wdiich I only hope will not be 
delayed too long. 

I am now blown off by a strong breeze ; and when 
September sets in, 1 may be forced away for a week or fort- 
night together, and nothing ever kept the French Fleet in 
at Toulon or Brest, whenever they had a mind to come to 
sea. I have no Frigates to watch them, and must take my 
chance. I want to place Frigates off Cape Dell’ Mell and 
that Coast ; ( hipc Corse, Cape St. Sebastians ; off Minorca ; 
off the West side of the Straits of Bonafaccio; two off Toulon; 
and twm with the Fleet. For all these indispensable services, 
now Pliocbc is going, (wdiat a six gun Vessel would perform, 
if I had one,) 1 have but two Frigates ; therefore, my dear 
Ball, have a little mercy, and do not think that 1 have neglected 
the protection of the trade of Malta, when, in fact, it is the 

^ Rcur-AJiiiiral SIv Hicliani Bickcitoii, in tijc Kent, joined Lord Nelson, from 
on tlie lOtb of 
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only one in my power to have attended to. First the Cyclops 
was ordered to carry your Trade up the Adriatic, and to bring 
back what you had there ; the (Jharon went to cruize in 
your environs, and, by her frequently calling off the Port, 
could, by orders of Captain Schomberg,“ have given protection 
to any Vessels going to or from Sicily, or even, if necessary, 
to Naples; the Juno olf Cape Spartivento; two Sail to the 
Eastward of Malta, towards the Archipelago : in short, I con- 
sidered Malta as surrounded. A one-gun Privateer in every 
Port in Sicily, will always take single Maltese Boats. The 
Blonde, as she was fitted out for one service, could have been 
sent for another, however it is my wish to have Vessels 
attached to the service of the Island and the Garrison. I have 
directed the Cyclops for this service till she goes to England, 
and orders arc given for other Vessels, if she is not at Malta. 
I have wrote you fully respecting the Arab, and slic shall 
either be commissioned as a Cutter, or you may do as you 
]ileasc about her in your Chvil capacity ; for although I do not 
feel authorized to purchase her for such a service, yet 1 have 
no doubt but that, by Lord Hobart’s application to the Admi- 
ralty, money will be paid by the Navy Board, and tlien an 
Officer will be ]mt into her. I want the Spider to carry a 
loiter to Corfu, and bring back my answers from Constanti- 
nople. When I shall have a Vessel to send to Egypt, God 
only knows: at j)rcsent, I have nothing with me to carry a 
letter. I am ever, my dear Ball, wdth real regard, your most 
obliged and faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IMAJOR-GENKRAL VILLETTE?, MAJ.TA. 


[I.oller-Book.] 


Angus! I'-ith, 


My dear General, 

(yaptain Vankeinpen (who, 1 believe, was settled at Bastia 
when you w^as there) w'as a Captain in tlie French Navy, and 
left Toulon with us, as Captain of the Pearl Frigate, and car- 


• Captain Charles Marsh Seliniiiherg. of tho jMjiilnis, was for some time Senior 
Oliicer at Malta: he died a Hear Admiral, a Companion of the Bath, and a Knight 
Coininauder of the Order of the (jiiidphs, in .lanuary lytlO, 
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ried her to England under the White colours. He is on half- 
pay from ns, five shillings a-day. He has a wife and family. 
He set up a Store at Bastia, and again at Na})lcs, from both 
which he was obliged to lly, by the circumstances of the 
times. He has sent to me for my interest, to endeavour to 
get him something in order to maintain his family. He is a 
sensible, active man, and, what he has always been respected 
for, not above doing anything, which an honest man might do, 
for the benefit of his family. Can you assist this gentleman? 
He is not a French, but Dutchman by birth. 

kind assistance. Perhaps Muster- 
Master, or something belonging to. the Lazaretto, or in the 
Commissariat line. He speaks four languages. IJis wife is 
born a gentlewoman, and he has a family. Whatever you can 
do, if you knew’ the fiunily, I am sure you would. It will be 
a real act of charity to a worthy family, and you will also truly 
oblige, my clear General, your most faithful and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO AimAtlAlM GTBBS, KSQ., PALERMO. 

[Lotter-Book.] 

Victory, oft’Tonlon, Pitli Augtist, 

My dear Sir, 

My letter about Bronte, as it will be necessary for you to 
write to General Acton, you are at liberty to send him cither 
a copy, or extracts from it, as you may judge ])roper. Good, 
and great good, must come to me, if you will take the business 
for me. Mr. Broadbent made a sort of an offer to hire the 
farm, and w hen I passed the Faro of Messina, I wrote him a 
letter to explain himself more fully on that subject, but I have 
not heard from him since. If that farm was let with its im- 
provements, all the others arc so let that a person resident in 
Sicily sees in a moment what the whole lets for, and taking an 
average for seven ^^cars, would probably make an offer to give 
me so much a year for three, five, or seven years, as might be 
agreed upon. 

pointed out that I could be useful in getting him 
[employ]. I will write to Sir Alexander Ball and General 
’ Villcttes this very day to recommend liim, and I will write to 
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Mr. Hammond, Under-Sccrctary of Slate about the Consulship 
of Sardinia, but I fear that is beyond my power to obtain. 
But I have a great respect for Captain Vankempen, as I 
never knew him above trying to get bread for his family in an 
honest way. As for yourselt^ I can only assure you, that when- 
ever you want to go to England or anywhere else, only let me 
know as long as possible before you want to go, and I will 
manage that you and Miss Gibbs shall go in some good Man- 
of-War. ]-/eavc this to me to manage. 1 beg you will present 
my compliments to Mr. Tough, and all the Prinees, Princesses, 
Dukes, &c., &c., at Palermo that you see, and believe me 
ever, my dear Gibbs, your much obliged, faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO 'I IIE IMJ’ERIAJ. CONSUL AT MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vu’tory, olTToiilo]!, Aiiijiist, ISO-k 

Sir, 

When any Port is blockaded, I shall certainly notify it to 
all Ministers and Consuls. With respect to Genoa, I only beg 
leave to tell you that I expect orders to blockade that Port and 
I/oghorn, of which I shall give all proper persons due notice. 
1 have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO 'THE ERENCTI UEEICER.S PRISONERS OF WAR, AT MAT.TA. 


[r,rtttT-]}ook.] 

Victory, August liUli, 

Gentlemen, 

I have scut to offer the French Admiral in Toulon an ex- 
change of Prisoners." After keeping the Boat waiting three 
hours, a message came down that the French Admiral would 
receive no letter or message, and ordered the Boat to return : 
therefore, you must blame the eruclty of your own Admiral 
for keeping you Prisoners. At the same lime, I shall be happy 
to do all in my power to render your captivity as easy as 
possible — always remembering. Do as you loould he dune hy, 
I am. Gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient 
servant, Nelson and Bronte^ 


' Vide p. ante. 
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TO Sl’UUDlON FORESTJ, ESQ., HIS jMAJE.STY’S RESIDENT MINISTER 
TO THE REPUBEK; OF THE SEVEN ISLANDS. 

[Letter* Book.] 

Vietory, off Toulon, Ltth August, 180n. 

Sir, 

I am much obliged by your very explicit letters ou all the 
points wliich I wanted to be informed of, [and] now send the 
Spider for answers from Constantinople. I sincerely hope 
that the llopiiblic of the Seven Islands will be able, to main- 
tain its Neutrality, and not suffer French Privateers to make 
their Ports a home. I am sending a Squadron to the Mouth 
of the Adriatic, which of course will occasionally visit Corfu. 
I am, dear Sir, with great respect, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

My letter for Mr. Drummond to go by the ordinary con- 
veyance. 


To HIS EXCELLENCY WIIJJA.M DllUMMONP, ESQ., 
CONSTAXTLXOl’J.E. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, August J.'Uli, 1S0:{. 

Sir, 

From an intercepted letter from Odessa, I find that one of* 
the French Vessels there had orders to take out a Ijcttcr of 
Marque, and cruise against the English in the .IBaek Sea; if 
that is tlic case it will be necessary for your Excellency to be 
informed from the Sublime I’orte, whether there is any ob- 
jection to our sending Vessels of War for the protection of our 
commerce in the Black Sea. I have every reason from ap- 
pearances to believe that the French Fleet in Toulon is on 
the cve of putting to sea, and we arc perfectly ready to 
give them a meeting. I am, with the greatest respect, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ABRAHAM GIBIiS, ESQ., PALERMO. 

[Ijettcr Book.] 

August l;Jth, 180.‘k 

My dear Sir, 

I wish you could get me the Arms of Bronte ; for I want 
them for the Heralds’ College. 1 think they could be got 
from the Great Hospital at Palermo, or Mr. Gruffer could get 
them drawn at Bronte, and you would much oblige your 
faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, BART., MALTA. 

[Lottcr-Book.] 

August l:Jth, 18()-‘{. 

My dear Ball, 

The French Admiral will not receive my letter, which I 
sent a few days ago, relative to an exchange of Prisoners. 
From this circumstance combined with others, I am sure they 
are on the eve of coining to sea ; and if they have read all 
your letters about Sicily,® I should not be surprised if they 
pusli for Sicily, or they may be bound out of the Straits. 
I have no Vessel to send to Naples, with llic account that pro- 
bably the letters from Malta [have been captured] and it dis- 
tresses me. Send away the Phoebe ; for I am confident I shall 
want her very soon, to tow cither an English or French Ship 
of the Line. Ever, my dear Ball, yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO 

[ Letter Book. The address is iiof given. ] 

[Apparently jibout August, ISOJl.] 

Sir, 

I have received the honour of your letters of May 31st and 
28tli. My Agents, of course, arc already named. You men- 
tion the Dutcli Ship Orion not being addressed to any one in 
particular ; she was addressed by all the Captors, to Alexander 


* Taken in Lhe Redbridge. 
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Davison, and, by their desire, I wrote him so ; but, I under- 
stand an unauthorized person pretended to have received con- 
trary orders from Captain Hardy, but which Captain Hardy 
declares is false — that he never saw the person who has taken 
possession of the Orion, nor ever gave liim any order so to do. 
You arc [aware] tliat the French Brig Tlircc Consuls was 
taken by the Victory, thci) under iny orders, but I believe 
Ca[)tain Sutton has appointed Agents for lier. I am, with 
respect, &c., 

Nklson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN \KPKAN, RART., A DJMJRALTV. 

[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 

Victory, <»fr TouloJi, IStii Aiigiisl, Ist),*!. 

You will please to aerjuaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that Bear- Admiral Campbell” joined me yes- 
terday off this place in His Majesty’s Ship Canopus, and that 
1 have received b}^ him their Lordships’ printed orders, &c,, 
as particularly acknowledged by my letters of the above date 
which accompany this. The Seahorse and Arrow \vcrc to 
])roceed from Gibraltar with the Convoy to Malta, the moment 
the wind would permit, from whence I have ordered them to 
join me immediately ; unless any of the said Convoy should 
be bound up the Adriatic, or to any Port in the Archipelago ; 
in which case, I have directed the Honourable Captain Boyle 
to send the Arrow with them, and join me in the Seahorse as 
above-mentioned. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPJ’AJN Tiu: IIOXOUllABLE COORTENAY UOYLK,’ II. M. SHIP 
SEAIIOUSE. 

[“ Nnval Chronicle,” vol. xxx. p. .‘U.] 

Victon*, off Toulon, [about 18tli August, ISOH. j 

My dear Boyle, 

1 ar*i very happy to have you in so fine a Frigate under my 
command, for I am ever, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

® Aftorv nrd;} Atbnirnl Sir Gtorge Campbell, G.C.B,: he died in January 1821. 

* Vide vul. i. p. 108. 
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TO CAPTAIN THE IIONOURAHLE COURTENAY ROYLE, ll.M. SHIP 
SEAHORSE. 

[fiClter-Rook.] 

Victory, oiT Toulon, August ]»^tlj, lS();{. 

Dear Sir, 

If you have any Sliips willi you bound into the Adriatic, 
you nuist send the Arrow with them, and order her (hiptain 
to bring to Malta all English and Maltese Vessels requiring 
his protection. You will caution her (Captain against going 
into Ancona, and any other Ports, which the French may 
have taken ])osscssiou of. If you have any Trade bound up 
the Archipelago and they arc so valuable as to retpiire a 

Convoy, 1 now see by the list of your Convoy, that you 

liavc no Vessels bound to the Levant, and Admiral Campbell 
says, that probably the Vessel bound for Venice and Trieste 
may have sold her cargo at Gibraltar; if so, you will bring 
the Arrow with you and join me as speedily as ]iossiblc ; for 
I am niiicli distressed for Frigates. 1 am, dear Sir, your most 
faithful and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Buon te. 


TO CAPTAIN JOHN STUART, H.M. SHIP KENT. 

[ Letter-Rook, j 

Victory, off Toulon, HItli August, ISO;}. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a letter from Sir Evan Nepean, 
dated the 20th June last, together with the Note from the 
Spanish Minister at our Court therein alluded to, and am to 
desire you will furnish me (for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty) with a particular account of 
your taking the soundings of some Spanivsh Ports in these 
seas during the time you commanded the Termagant, and 
return the enclosures, and your report to. Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL CAJMPBELL, IJ.M. SHIP CANOPUS. 

[Letter-Rook, j 

Victory, offToulou, ‘^Ist August, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have just received your letter of this date, and am sorry 
that the Canopus should have carried away her fore-yard, but 
am perfectly satisfied that no blame whatever can be attached 
to Captain Conir or the Officers of the said Ship on the occa- 
sion. As an opportunity will soon ofler for Gibraltar, I must 
recommend the sprung fore-yard to be sent to the Storekeeper 
at that place, in order that it may be made serviceable for 
some other Ship. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE MARCHIONESS OF RUCKINGHAM. 

[From tlio “ Murning llcraUl.”] 

Victory, oft’ 'roiiloii, August ‘i-iiul, 1803. 

Madam, 

It is with the sinccrcst sorrow that I have, in return to your 
Ladyship’s kind recommendation of your godson, Lieutenant’^ 
- , to say that he is removed from this world; but, as 

you will have heard, in the most honourable way in which an 
Officer can part with his life, llis being the son of a most 
valuable Brother Officer, would have ensured my kind re- 
cc})tion of him, in addition to which your Ladyship’s good 
wishes for his promotion would have been most cordially 
attended to by your Ladyship’s most obedient and humble 
servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* Crtjitsiin .lolm C'onu, before iioliVed. Vide vol. iv. p. KiO. 

® Tbe Ofticer whoso name was so nocdlessly supprossod, w'as evidently riieutonant 
George Elliol Sidler, of tlie Fhtcbe, who died on t!io 11th of .Tuly iHOft, of wounds 
received in an ntiack, by the Boats of that Ship, on a French Privateer at Civitiv 
Veechia. He was the eldest son of Captain Salter who, in tlie Santa MargarctUi, 
raptured L’Amnzone I'veneh Frigate in .Inly I7S‘2, to whieh Aetion T.ord Nelson 
alludes ill a letter dated on tiie 1 !)th of October in that year. Vide vol. i. p. 00* 
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TO LIKUTEXAN T LAYMAN, IlIS MAJESTY’S SfllP VICTORY". 

[Lcttor-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, August, 180;). 

Sir, 

I am very sorry to transmit you the copy of a letter* 
from Mr. James Culforth, Agent Victualler at Gibraltar, to 
Captain Sir Robert Barlow of his Majesty’s Ship Triumph, 
particularly as I feel myself called upon to order an inquiry 
into your conduct on the above occasion, which, I hope, may 
redound to your credit. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO AD.MIRAI. THE RIOIIT HONOURABLE LORD RADSTOCK. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Rear-Admiral Lord Radstock, C.B.] 

Victory, oil’ Toulon, August -i'^nd, ISOII. 

My dear Lord, 

Your kind letter of July 5th, I received a few days ago by 
G ('orge Campbell. I have had the pleasure of making acquaint- 
ance with your son. lie sent me a drawing of the Esquerques 
a^* a present. Whenever the Mcdusji joins I will consult witli 
Gore as to his coming directly into the Victory; but you may 
rely that he shall be nmdc a.s soon after he has served his time 
as is in my ])ower. The sons of Brother-Officers have tin 
undoubted claim to our ])rotcction, and when to that is added 
the son of a very old friend, nothing can, my dear Lord, 
weigh stronger witli me. Your conduct to rnc on the 14th of 
February,’'' has proved you a nohle man ; and I am sorry to say 
that I fear we have some Peers who do not answer that 
description. We are watching the coming out of the French 
SqUadron: they are ready, and I do not think Buonaparte will 
allow them to remain longer in Port. Believe me ever, my 
dear Lord, your faithful and attached friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


^ Li(;ui(Muiiit Layman, who w'lis a favourite protege of JiOrrl Nelson, hu<l charge 
of Jj Amhusoade, the Victory’s Brize, and left a tliousand (h)llars at Oihrallar, in .Mr. 
Cutlorili’s Inunls for security, which he siuM he had hrouglit with him from England, 
but which gave rise to various reports. The inquiry ended satisfactorily. 

* lu the Battle of St. Vincent, in which Lord Radstock was third in command. 
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TO REAR-AD]MIRAL HOLLOWAY. 

I Aulfjgrapli, in the iiosscsHion of Atlniiinl Sir Robert Otwny, Bnrt., G.C'.B.] 
Victory, olf 'I’oulon, August ISO;]. 

My dear Holloway, 

Your letter by Mr. Taylor® I received from Admiral Camp- 
bell — Mr. T. being gone to Malta, a place, probably, I shall 
never see during my command ; however, I shall be happy in 
sliowing every attention to your recommendation. I am sorry 
that you are not employed, but I think it must come at last ; 
for, as you o])servc justly, that your nerves are good, and your 
head I never beard disputed. Otway^ will get a Ship, and, 1 
liopc, bis Culloden ; and that you may both be soon actively 
em])loycd, is the sincere wish of^ my dear Holloway, your 
obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Biionte. 

Narcissus not having joined, I have not had an opportunity 
of seeing your nephew Lyons,® 


TO r.ADV HAMILTON. 

[Lroiii “ Lonl Nclsou's Letters to Ln«ly HaiJiillou," vol. ii. j). Lhj.J 

Victory, August 'Utli, jNt).’]. 

jMy dear Lady Hamilton, 

Your friend’s godson arrived safe yesterday afternoon; and 
I shall, you know, always feel too happy in obeying your 
commands : for, you never ask favours, but for your friends. 
In short, in every point of view, from Ambassatricc to the 
duties of domestic life, I never saw your equal. That elegance 
of manner, accomplishments, and, above all, your goodness of 
heart, is unparalleled ; and only believe, for ever, and beyond 
it, your faithful and devoted, 

Bronte and Nelson, 


" A|»j»nrcutly Mr. Ntitljjuiit'l T.iylor. Storckccj»er iu Arultu Dockymd. 

’ Admirul Hollownv’s f>oii iu-lnw, C»l»tiuiJ, now Admiral Sir Robert Otway, Bart., 

G.C.B. 

^ Vide vol. iv, 3b0. 
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TO THE RIGHT IIOXOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[AiitogTiipli, in Ilje Sitlniontli Viipors.] 

Victory, off Toulon, August ?Htli, lS0:l. 

My dear Sir, 

Your time is too precious to be wasted reading unnecessarily, 
therefore I begin : — By the inclosed letter from the Morea, you 
will see the good disposition of Ali Vizir towards us. You 
will be the best judge, as things arc at present, how he can bo 
made most useful to us. The French will have him, if we do 
not. You will recollect this is the person who I ventured to 
recommend our Government sending a present of a handsome 
pair of pistols to, and you also thought it proper. I was so 
referred from the Treasury to other places, and at last to the 
Admiralty, who I knew could have nothing to do with it, that 
I gave it up, and had only to regret that it was not accom- 
plished : a few hundred pounds would have made him ours 
for ever. 1 must apprise you, that General Villcttcs, although 
a most excellent Officer, will do nothing but what he receives, 
^ Y ou arc hereby required and directed for to obey, is with 
liim the very acme of discipline. 

With respect to Sicily, I have no doubt, from what is pass- 
ing at Naples and in Sicily, but that the French will have it. 
My former reasons for inducing General Villettcs to keep the 
Neapolitan Troops in Malta, was to prevent what has happened; 
Init, in a month after my back was turned, V^illcttcs obeyed 
his orders, and now the Governor of Messina says we can 
defend it, and want no assistance. His whole conduct, I am 
bold to say, is either that of a traitor or a fool ; and being 
either one or the other is the same in its effects to the poor 
King of Naples. Not to use every exertion to put the forti- 
ncqtions in repair, when a Foreign Army is in one part of the 
Kivigdom, is nothing short of treason ; and the sixteen Gun- 
boats rotting at Messina, w'ithout a man, w'hcn thc}^ ought to 
he exercising in the Straits every day. 1 sec clearly, if we 
have not a little Army to take it, the French will, 1 am sorry 
to say, and conclude that the mass of Sicilians wish for a 
change of Government. They wish for us; but if we will 
not go there, they will gladly, I fear, receive the French. 
The middle and lower class will be relieved from the oppres- 
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sions of the Nobles: they love their King and English — hate 
the Nobles and the French. 

Sardinia. — I had a Ship from thence yesterday. The 
King fancies that he can point out his Neutrality. Alas, he 
can do nothing but wliat the French please ! You may rely 
tliat oOOO French, or rather (Corsicans, are preparing for the 
invasion (say conquest) of Sardinia. They are forced to enlist 
from particular districts — five districts, 1000 men each. All 
their camp equipage consists of nothing — a light linen jacket, 
trowsers, red cap, and a pair of shoes, is the whole expense of 
Government; a musket, accoutrements such as our gentlemen 
go shooting with, and a short sword. The plunder of the 
Sardinian Anglo-Sardes is held out as the reward. Not all 
our Navy can prevent it. Sardinia will be lost without a 
struggle, and yet tlie majority of the Sardinians would fly to 
receive us ; but if we will not, then the French, in preference 
to remaining as they arc — oppressed with taxes, and no protec* 
lion from the Barbary States. 1 need not say vdiat a. loss it 
will he to us. The mode and manner of allowing ns to possess 
the iSIadalena Islands, and the North part of Sardinia must be 
left to other lieads than mine. 

Corsica — I am told, is so much oppressed by requisitions of 
men from that Island, that I am told they would gladly again 
shake off the French yoke; and this last order for the 5000 men 
for the conquest of Sardinia has made them outrageous. But 
Buonaparte cares for nothing : he sets all his engines to work. 
If they succeed, it is well ; and if not, he is no worse than he 
was. 

Pardon my remarks. I am looking out for the French 
Squadron — perhaps you may think impatiently ; but I have 
made up my mind never to go into Port till after the Battle, if 
they make me wait a year, provided the Admiralty change 
the Ships who cannot keep the Sea in the winter, except 
Victory, Canopus, Donegal, and Belleisle. The Admiralty 
knows the state of the others, and will relieve them as soon 
as they can. The Triumph, Superb, Monmouth, Agincourt, 
Kent, Gibraltar, and Renown, are certainly amongst the very 
f.nest Slnps in our Service — tlie best commanded, and the very 
best manned, yet I wish them safe in England, whore they 
would man, filled up with landsmen, fourteen Sail of the 
Line, and that I had Ships not half so well manned in their 



LETTERS. 


175 


MT. 44 .] 

room ; for it is not a Store-Ship a week which could keep 
them in repair. This day, only six men are confined to their 
beds in the whole Squadron. With every good wish for your 
brilliant success, and for getting us an honourable and per- 
manent Peace, believe me, my dear Sir, with the truest esteem, 
your most obliged and faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Victory, oft' Toulon, ‘.>lth August, IMOJI. 

My dear Davison, 

How can I find words to thank you for all ^mur goodness to 
me and dear Lady Hamilton ! Why, you will be ruined in 
postage. I can only say, that I never shall forget it. You 
have been tormented about that Mr. Lyne. Captain Hardy 
never saw the man, or wrote him a word; but just before 
we came afloat at Portsmouth, Hardy got a letter from 
Mr. Tucker, and went into a shop and acquiesced in his 
desire, little thinking that we could possibly have anything to 
do with Plymouth. However, the l^owcr of Attorney is gone 
home for you, whole and sole, llcspccting my Secretary, 
you will do as you please. I have been, am, and shall ever be 
looking after the French Fleet, [so] that I have not made so 
much Prize-Money as some others would have done; but if I 
can score off my debts, I shall be perfectly content. You will, 
of course, detain my Prize-money for the Dutchmen — two- 
thirds of one -eighth. I was glad to hear, and hope it will prove 
true, that your damned electioneering business will be got 
quit of. It has cost me many bitter pangs ; and without those 
feelings for our friends, there can be no friendship, I hope, 
my dear Davison, that Old England will be taken care of. If 
we are true to ourselves, we need not mind Buonaparte. Every 
time I look round, I see cause for thanking you. d'hc books 
and pamphlets arc a treasure. I shall write a line to Lord 
Moira ; but, situated as we arc, I can tell him but little. It is 
more to mark my respect for his Lordship, than to attempt 
giving him information. 1 have only [^to say], my dear Davison, 
that no one is more truly attached to you than your most 
faithful and obliged friend. Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN BART., ADMIRALTY. 

I Original, in the Adininilty.] 

Victory, oft’Tonlon, 21tli August, ISOO. 

Sir, 

I am to rctjuest you will be pleased to represent to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the situation of the 
Fleet under my command off this place, with respect to fuel ; 
at present, there is not more upon an average thtin a month’s 
fuel on board for each Ship, that should we be cut off from 
supplies of fire-wood, &c., from Sardinia, it is easy to judge 
the distress tlie Ships must naturally experience from want of 
fuel. I therefore beg you will suggest to their Lordships the 
propriety of sending out Vessels loaded with coals for the use 
of His Majesty’s Siiips under my command, together with such 
cpiantities of candles as may be deemed necessary for the 
supply of those Pursers who may stand in need of them, as 
was done during the time Earl St. Vincent and Lord Keitli 
commanded the Fleet in these seas. I am. See,, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO COMMISSIONER OTWAY, GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter Book.] 

Victory, ofl’Toulou, ‘iotli August, ISO:!. 

Sir, 

I am to desire yon will consider the Ambuscade (lately 
captured by the Victory) in his Majesty’s Service, and give 
the nece.ssary directions to tlie respective Officers in Gibraltar 
Yard to put her in a proper state for proceeding to England, 
(to whicii place she is to be sent) so soon as I shall bo able to 
send Officers and men to take charge of her. Yon will please 
to direct that she may not be supplied with more stores than 
is depmed a])Soliitcly necessary for her passage to England. 1 
am, See,, 


Nelson and Bronte, 
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TO JOHN TYSON, ESQ. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Lieutenant John Edwaril Lane, ll.N.] 

My dear Tyson, victory, off Toulon, August 1800. 

I am very much obliged by your letter of June 26th, I 
liiive no accounts that 1 know of with Mr. Ross, at Gibraltar, 
except he owes me pri/.c money ; therefore, as Captain Murray 
tells me that poor Wilmot® took the plate at a valuation, as 
part of his Prize-monc}'^, the value of it is Captain Wihnot’s , 
therefore, if you have anything of mine in your hands, be so 
good as to pay it to Captain W. Ilaire, and if you have nothing 
of mine, beg my Agents to ])ay it for me. I am very sorr}^ to 
hear such an indifferent account of your health ; you should 
keep 3 ^ourself very cpiiet. We are here looking out for the 
PVench Fleet, which, one day or other, will put to sea. We 
arc remarkably healthy. As to fortune-making, it is not iny 
first object — or if I had abandoned Toulon and sent Ships off 
(Jadiz, I might have made that money which others came on 
the station, and took from me. I am obliged to your friends 
at Constantinople. Hardy is very well ; and with every good 
wish believe me, dear Tyson, your most faithful friend, 

Nelson and Hronte. 

I now hope that I shall get my Cause. 


TO THE IIIOUT HOXOHUAnLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Suhnouth I’ajars.J 
IVIy dear Sir, Victory, off Toulon, August ’.irjth, IHOJ. 

By a Vessel spoke with from Marseilles, it was with real 
sorrow that I read his Majesty’s Message of July 28th, on the 
occasion of the horrid murder of Lord Kilwarden, in Dublin. 
The unanimity of all good Subjects will, I trust, soon bring 
the Rebels to justice, and certainly the more danger the more 
necessary for us all to put ourselves forward. I assure you, 
that I wish I only knew how I could serve my Country more 
effectually than in my present command. I attach no Value 

® Captain Wilmot who was killed, in command of the Alliiiuce, at Acre, in April 
1709. 

VOL. V. 
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to the high rank I at present hold, and if any, even the 
lowest, situation is thought to be fittest for me in these times, 
I should feel prouder to be so placed than in any elevation of 
rank ; all I ask is, to be allowed to be one of the men to be 
placed in the breach to defend my King and Country. I 
have but one arm, it is true, but believe my heart is in the 
right trim — therefore, only consider how I can be best em- 
})loycd. But I trust, my dear Sir, that you know me, therefore 
I will not say more, for fear it should be sus])ectcd that 
I arrogate to myself more merit than, I believe, will bo 
found in 999 of every 1000 in the United Kingdoms. These 
lines have almost involuntarily flowed from my pen as they 
have done from my heart ; pardon the effusion. I took the 
pen for a different subject. 

I yesterday told you of the intention of tlie French to 
invade Sardinia (where no steps arc taken against them). At 
Marseilles, arc now ready to sail — the Troops on board — a 
Frigate, a Corvette and two armed Transports, with a 1000 or 
1500 men under a General Ccroni, or Veroni. I believe they 
arc bound to Corsica, to go over with the 5000 Corsicans — if 
they get to Sardinia, it is gone. I am sending two Frigates, 
the only ones I have with me, to cruize off Ajaccio, in Cor- 
sica, to try and intercept them ; but what I mention these 
circumstances for, is, that it may be necessary to mention it 
to the llussiari Minister, for we may be accused of a breach 
of Neutrality in Sardinia ; for, being satisfied of the intention 
of the French invading Sardinia, I have directed the Frigates 
to pursue them, even should they chase into Sardinia, and to 
take or destroy them, and also the Corsican Troops; for if 
I wait till the Island is taken I should feel deserving of 
reprobation. Of course, they will say that we have broken 
the Neutrality, if wo attack them in the Ports of Sardinia 
before their concpiest, and if we do not I shall be laughed at 
for a fool. Preoentlu)i is better than cure. Many French 
Vessels have been chased into Sardinia, and of course the 
Neutrality respected; — L’Alcyon, Man-of-War Brig, is an in- 
stance. I mention iny intention that idle reports may not be 
attended to; if Russia is the guarantee of the King of 
Sardinia’s Dominions, let Russia look out. My station to the 
Westward of 1 oulon, an unusual one, has been taken upon an 
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idea that the French Fleet is bound out of the Straits, and 
probably to Ireland. It is said 10,000 men are collecting at 
Toulon. I shall follow them to the Antipodes. You may 
rely on the zeal ofi my dear Sir, your most faithful friend. 

Nelson and Biionte. 

TO COMIMISSIONER OTWAY, AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Rear-Admiral Inglefield, C.B.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 25tli August, 18().‘h 

My dear Sir, 

I feel very much obliged by your kind letter, and beg 
leave to return you my best thanks for your care of the box, 
&e., all of which arc safe arrived on board the Victory, where 
I shall be very happy to receive 3^011, should you ever be dis- 
posed to pay a visit to the Fleet. I suppose Malta is equally 
under your control as Gibraltar Yard. It is my intention to 
send the Ambuscade to England, and to man her from some 
Ship of the Line going there. With every sincere wish for 
your health, and a pleasant sejour on the Rock, I am, with 
great respect, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NKPKAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralt} . ] 

Victory, off Toulon, 25th August, 1803. 

Sir, 

From the Report of Survey, held this day on his Majesty's 
Ship Gibraltar, (transmitted herewith, together with a copy of 
(vaptain Ryves’s letter,) she appears to be in such a state as 
to endanger her in the frequent gales of wind which happen 
off this place ; and as the season for more bad weather is fast 
approaching, it is ray intention to order the Gibraltar, Mon- 
mouth, (when relieved from Naples,) and Agincourt, to Gib- 
raltar, for the purpose of returning to England when their 
(Captains shall receive directions from the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty for that purpose. 

I am further to acquaint you, for the information of their 
Lordships, that from the bad state of the Ships named in the 

N 2 
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margin,® I shall keep them with me off this place, that they 
may be in readiness to proceed to England the moment they 
are relieved, and their Lordships’ orders arrive for that pur- 
pose, as I am well satisfied from the report of Sir Richard 
Bickerton and the Captains of those four Ships, that a severe 
gale or two would render them useless to their Country for a 
very considerable time, as well as be attended with a great 
expense in repairing them. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO BFA JAMIN BAYNTON, ESQ. 

[Autop^-npli, in the possession of Comnmnilor Baynton, R.N.] 

Victory, ofr'l'cnlon, August ‘^r>th, 1R0;3. 

Sir, 

Your son' I was sorry, to find, had been in very great 
distress for his chest, but Captain Sutton has been so good 
as to order some clothes for him at Gibraltar ; and as our 
numbers are so groat in the Victor}^ he has taken him with 
him into the Amphion. There is, I assure you, only one 
voice about him, — that he is one of the very best lads ever 
met with : eveiybody seemed to love him. Ilis chest is 
arrived, tind will be forwarded to him the first opportunity, 
with your letter. I am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOtIN FALCON, ESQ. H.M. CONSUL-GENERAL AT ALGIERS. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, olf Toulon, .^(itli August, 1803 

Sir, 

I was honoured by the Triumph witli your letter, inclosing 
one from Mr. O’Brien, American Consul, respecting some 
Vessels taken by the Algerine Cruizers having Malta Passes. 
I am not (piitc clear jis to the regularity of these Passes ; and, 

® Kent, Superb, Triumpb, and Renown. 

* The present Commander Benjamin Baynton, wdio sailed from England with 
Lord Nelson, as ti Midsliipman of the V^ictory, but was removed into the Amphion. 
After being thirty-two years a Lieutenant, and having been severely nounded on 
the Coast of Catalonia, in 1810, he obtained his present rank, in November IBIL 
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therefore, until I receive further information from Sir Alex 
aader Ball, I cannot take any steps about them. I am directed 
by the Admiralty to make inquiries into your business at 
Algiers, and do those things which I think most conducive to 
his Majesty’s interest at the present time, upon consulting 
with you : therefore, until you come here, I can take no steps. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN iN'EPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autogrnpli, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, August 2Gtli, I8(i:h 

Sir, 

I received the honour of their Lordships’ order of July 7th," 
inclosing a letter from Lord Pelham, respecting Mr. Falcon’s 

* The following is a copy of the Admiralty order referred to : — “ Whereas the 
Itight Jloiioiirnhlc Lord IVdhnm, one of Ilis Majesty’s i’nneipal Secretaries of 
Sinte, hatli, with his letter of the llth instant, transmitl<‘d to ns tlie eo]iy of a 
letter, with its iuelosures, which his l.ordship had received from ^Ir. I nlet)!!, liis 
AInjesfy’s Consul at .\lgiers, stating, that in eonseqneneo of jin olfenet' eoniTnitted 
liy his servants, without his knowledge, he had been ordered hylhe Dev to onit the 
country, almost at a moment’s warning; and that, in consequence of his refusal to 
obey that order, he liad lieen sent forcibly away from Algiers ; and whereas 
his J^ordsliip hath, at the same time, signified to us tlie King's pleasure, that 
(lireotious should he given to the Commander of liis Maj(>sty’s Fleet in the IModiteV' 
rancnii, to take sneh steps as he may tleem to he most effeetnal for obtaining all 
necessary inrorniation lonehitig the above mentioned extraordinary transaetion, and 
ill the event of the Consul's representation being snlheieutly upheld by the inquiry, 
to warrant further proet'cdlngs upon it, to demand satisfaction of the Dey for the 
insult olVered to the King’s (lovenunent, by requiring as that satisfaction, that Mr. 
Fiihnn should again he received and acknowledged jis his Alajesty's Consul; that 
Ilf slionlil be e.nmpensati'd for any loss he shall appear to hav»> sustained by his nn- 
warraul aide removal ; and that proper assurances should he givu n that his Majesty s 
Consul shall not be subject to a repetition of siuiilar indignities. We send your 
Lordshjp, for your more com}dete information, a eojiy of Lord IMliam’s lelti'r alio\e- 
mentioued, together with the iuelosures therein referred to ; and in ])nr.snanee of liis 
ATnjfsIy’s pleasure therein signified, do hevehy reejuire and direct your Lordship to 
take such steps as you may deem most effectual for obtaining every possible in- 
formation respecting the transaction represented by Mr. Falcon ; and in the event 
of the Consul’s rcpi'fseutation being found to warrant a further ^noeeeding niiou 
it, to demand the satisfaction and assurances required by his Alajesty, accordingly. 
In the event of the demand of satisfaction being refused, your Iiordsliip is to 
follow up that demand in sncli manner as you may judge most effectual, and at 
the same time most consistent, under existing circumstances, with his Majesty s 
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business at Algiers. I have sent to desire Mr. Falcon to join 
me here ; for, although Mr. Falcon’s treatment was scandalous 
and insulting to the highest degree, yet I have heard that the 
Dey offered to receive him again, which Mr. Falcon refused. 
This circumstance has been omitted in Mr. Falcon’s letter to 
mo, and must be duly considered. The crime to a Mahometan 
was the greatest possible — that of receiving a Turkish woman 
into a Christian’s house, and their violence of temper knows 
no bounds : I believe, had it been any other Nation, that his 
head would have been off. 

Another circumstance has also arisen, as you will sec by the 
inclosed letter from the American Consul. This matter, if it 
is taken up in the way which becomes me, supposing that we 
are to protect Vessels bearing our Passports, will most probably 
bring on an Algerine War; for assuredly I can carry through 
what I may demand, and, therefore, it behoves me to take 
care to urge no demand that is not just. It also happens that 
all his Cruizers are now in Port, and returning for the winter, 
therefore we cannot touch him in that most tender point. 
However, I will act with all due circumspection in this busi- 
ness. I wish our cut of passports was sent out to Malta ; then 
we must have them respected, and a letter wrote to the 
Barbary States to tell them of it. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 130.] 
August 20tli, 1803. Wrote several days past. 

My dearest Emma, 

By the Canopus,® Admiral Campbell, I have received all 
your truly kind and affectionate letters, from May 20th to 
July 3rd, with the exception of one, dated May 31st, sent to 

iTiterests in tlu^ Mediterranean. Your Lordship will aerjuaint Mr. Falcon that it is 
iieeessary lie should accompany the Officer whom you may send to Algiers, in order 
that he may explain any part of his conduct that may require such explanation; 
that lie may resume his station should the Dey consent to receive him. Given 
under our hands the 7th July, 1B03. — St. Vincent, Pii. Stephens, James 
Adams.” — Orujirml, in the Nelson Papers. 

* The Canopus joined the Fleet on the 17tU of August. 
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Naples. This is tlic first communication I have had with 

England since we sailed I do not think it can be a 

long War ; and, I believe, it will be much shorter than people 

expect Dr. Scott is gone with my Mission to Algiers, 

or I would send you a copy of the King and Queen’s letter. 
I send you one from the Queen. Both King, Queen, and 
Acton, were very civil to Sir William Bolton. He dined wdth 
Acton.* Bolton does very well in his Brig ; but he has not 
made a farthing of Prize money. If 1 knew where to send 
him for some, he should go ; but, unless we have a Spanish 
War, 1 shall live here at a great expense, although Mr. Cheva- 
lier takes every care, and I have great reason to be satisfied. 
1 have just asked William, who behaves very w^ell, whether he 
chooses to remit any of his wages to his father? It docs not 
appear he docs at present. He is paid, by the King, eighteen 
pounds a year, as one of my retinue; therefore I have nothing 
to pay. I have told him, whenever he chooses to send any, 
to tell Mr. Scott, or Captain Hardy, and he will receive a 
remittance bill ; so he may now act as he pleases. Apropos 
of Mr. Scott. He is very much obliged to you for your news 
of Mrs. Scott’s being brought to bed. No letters came in the 
Cutter but to me, and he was very uneasy. He is a very 
excellent good man ; and I am very fortunate in having such 
a one. I admire your kindness to my dear sister Bolton. I 
liavc wrote her, that certainly I will assist Tom Bolton'^ at 
(vollcge. It is better, as I tell her, not to promise more than 
I am sure I can perform. It is only doing them an injury. I 
tell her, if vacancies, please God, should happen, that my 
income will be much increased. With respect to Mr. Bolton,’" 
everybody knows that I have no interest ; nobody cares for 
me : but if he will point out what he wants, I will try what 
can be done. But, I am sure, he will not be half so well off 
as at present. Supposing he could get a place of a few 
hundreds a year, he would be a ten times poorer man than he 
is at present. I could convince you of it in a moment ; but, it 
I was to begin, then it would be said, I wanted inclination to 

* Sir William Bolton was not sent to Naples until tlio 8fh of October 1803, (vide 
“ Order-Book,” and p. 238, post.) and otlici* passages shew that if tliis letter was 
begun on tlic 2()th of August 1803, it was not ooiithuied until long after that date. 

® llis iieplicw, afterwards the second Earl Nelson. “ Ilis brother-in-law. 
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render them a service. I should like to see Sir H — P — ’s 
book.^ I cannot conceive how a man that is reported to have 
been so extravagant of Government’s money, to say no worse, 

can make a good story I have wrote to Dumourier; 

therefore, I will only trouble you to say how much I respect 
him. I fancy he must have suffered great distress at Altona. 
However, I hope he will now be comfortable for life. lie is 
a very clever man ; and beats our Generals, out and out. 
Don’t they feel his coming? Advise him not to make 
enemies, by showing he knows more than some of us. Envy 
knows no bounds to its persecution. He has seen the world, 
and will be on his guard. I put Suckling into a Erigatc, with 
a very good man, who has a schoolmaster ; he docs very well, 
llulkcley'’ will be a most excellent Sca-ofliccr ; it is a pity he 
has not served his time. I have answered Mr. Suckling’s 
letter, Gaetano is very well, and desires his duty. I think, 
sometimes, that he wishes to be left at Naples; but I am not 
sure. Mr. Denis’s relation has been long in the Victory ; but 
if the Admiralty will not ])romote my Lieutenants, they must 
all make a retrograde motion. But 1 hope they will not do 
such a cruel thing. I have had a very affectionate letter from 
Lord Minto. 1 hope George will be confirmed ; but the 
Earl will not answer his application.® 


’ Captain hiir Itoinc* Popliam iiaving been charged by tlie Navy Board in- 
onn iiig unnecessary expenses in tlie repairs of his Sliip, (he lloniney, in tlie I',ast 
Indies; he printed, for private ciiculatioji, in ISOo, a painplilet, cJdilled “A 
r'oneise Sfatenient of Facts, &c.” 

® Richard Bnlkelcy, tlie son of an old friend of fnird Nelson, who was with liim. 
at St. .!nan, { vide \ol. ii. p. •lib,) and from whom there are nnmeroiis letters in the 
Nelson Papers. IVIr. Bnlkelcy was n Midsliipman of tli Victory, was wounded at 
Trafalgar, was made a Lieutenant in ISOti, and dird betw cn IHtM) and IHli. 

" 'I'his is explained Ijy a Letter from Lord St. Vincent o Imrd ^linto, in Tucker’s 
^[cmo'irs (vol.ii.p. ‘i lH), dated *2nd .lannary IHOI, when e it appears that Lord St. 
Vincent had desired Lord Nelson to promote Captains D rhaii and Jlillynr, to Post 
vacancies, and, as hor<l Nelson bad not written to inform the Admiralty of his having 
given Captain Elliot an Acting Order in the Maidstone, Lord St. Vincent said, “I 
■was under the necessity of w aiting un explanation, before I could rceomniend a com- 
mission to he made out for my young friend : a satisfactory one is now arrived and 
the needful will la; done fothwith.” Captain F.lliot’s commission horc date on the 
2nd of January 1801, instead of on the day which he received his Acting Order, 
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TO CAPTAIN SIR RICHARD STRACHAN, BART., IJ.M. SHIP 
DONKGAL. 

[Letter-Book.] 


Victory, August 2(Ub, 180'*). 

My dear Sir Richard, 

You will receive an order, when the Maidstone returns 
from Lisbon, (if there is no conveyance from Gibraltar to 
England for ray dispatches, she is to carry them to Lisbon 
for tlic Packet,) to take her under your command ; and you 
already know, that if you think you want cither of the other 
Frigates, you arc at liberty to give them orders. I have 
directed the Termagant, if she has not sailed, to place herself 
under your command ; for you ought occasionally to have a 
Sloop with \jinperfect'] 

i 'I’lic btllowiug Kxtnu't from a TiCltcr from Lord Nclsou to Sir lUcloird Slruclinu, 
on llio Lilith of August 1S():.{, is in Clarke and APArthur, vol. ii. p. and Jimy 
have formed part of the above.] 

I wish to call your serious attention to what I am going to 
mention. The French Fleet being perfectly ready I’or sea, 
seven of the Lino, six Frigates, and some Corvettes — two Sail 
of the Line arc now rigging iu the Arsenal ; I think it more 
than probable that they arc bound to the Westward, out of 
the Mediterranean. Therefore, as I am determined to follow 
them, go where they may, I wish you, in ease they escape me, 
to send a Frigate or Sloop after them to find out their route, 
giving her a station where I may find her, and keep yourself 
either at the Mouth of the Straits, or off Enropa Point ; for I 
(‘crtainly shall not anchor at Gibraltar. Fou will, of course, 
keep this to yonrselfi and I rely, my dear Sir Richard, with 
full confidence on your cxjKTicnce, judgment, and that ardent 
zeal which has ever distimjuished your Public services. 1 
am, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admimlty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, ‘-iOtli August, 1H0;1. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain llillyar,® 
of his Majesty’s Ship Niger, giving an account of a most 
unjustifiable act of hostility committed against the Boats of 
the said Ship by a Greek Vessel; and I have to observe, for 
their Lordships’ information, that similar acts have, and will 
be committed by the Grecian Ships, on their being boarded by 
the Boats of his Majesty’s Fleet, unless severe punishment is 
inflicted. You will please to acquaint their Lordships, that 
I have represented this act of violence to his Majesty’s Minis- 
ter at Constantinople, and desired that he will make a regular 
complaint on the occasion. I have ordered the Greek Ship to 
be conveyed to Malta, and detained there. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Inclosed is an extract of a letter from Captain llillyar 
of the 7 th instant. 


TO CAPTAIN DONNELLY, NARCISSUS. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of the late Adam Broinilow, Esq.] 

Victory, off Toulon, Vil3th August, 1803. 

Having received information that there is an embarkation 
of Troops at Toulon, (or Marseilles,) intended to join the 
Corsicans, with a view to invade the Island of Sardinia, and 
as I think Ajaccio is the most likely place in Corsica for 
their forming such junction. You are hereby required and 


** Ciiptuin llillyar stated that, “On the 10th August, iHOO, afternoon, Genoa 
bearing North or 0 leagues, he sent I.ieutenant Jones to examine a strange Ship 
bearing for Porto i’ino. The Master of the Greek Ship, on being bailed, told tlie 
Boats to keep ( ff. Oji approacljing, a lire of guns and muskets by llie Ship en- 
sued, and Jneii :cnaut Jones, in boarding, was mortally wounded; a seaman killed 
and one wound id, of the Niger; five of the Camclcon, wounded; five Greeks killed, 
and seven woniidod. Lieutenant Jones and the Greek Captain died of their wounds. 
The Greek SJ ip was captured.” In this affair. Captain TIillyar’s brother, Mr. 
William Ilillya/, som.ich di&dngTiished himself, that Lord Nelson immediately pro- 
moted him into Air. Jones* vacancy. 
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directed to take his Majesty’s Ship named in the margin* 
under your command, (whose Captain has received my orders 
for that purpose,) and proceed with all possible dispatch, and 
take such station as you may judge most likely to intercept 
them, and prevent their landing or forming a junction wdth 
the Corsicans at Ajaccio, or elsewhere ; but should you fall 
in with them at sea, you arc to use your utmost endeavours 
to take, sink, burn, or destroy the whole of them. If, how- 
ever, the Enemy should escape into any Port of the Island 
of Sardinia, you arc to proceed and attack them wherever 
you may fall in with them, without paying regard to any 
pretended flag of Neutrality, (except under the guns of Cagli- 
ari,) or considering such Port or place entitled to the respect 
of Neutrality, but as an invaded Country by the Enemy. In 
the event of your finding them at Cagliari, that Fort being 
sufficient to prevent the Enemy’s landing, you are to afford 
the Viceroy every assistance in your power to enable him to 
destroy the Enemy, and frustrate their designs against the 
Dominions of his Most Sacred Majesty the King of Sardinia. 
You arc to return and join me on my Rendezvous off this 
place in fourteen days, or sooner if you should obtain any 
information which you may judge important for me to be 
acquainted with. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY JMR. DRUMMOND, CONSTANTINOPLE. 

[From Clarke and M‘Ai-tlmr, vol. ii. i). TQ3.] 

Angiifit, 

According to the reports of Vessels spoken from Marseilles 
and Genoa, the War is very unpopular, and I hope it will end 
in the destruction of that man of tyranny, Buonaparte ; but I 
detest Europe for being so mean-spirited as to submit to the 
mandates of this Corsican — 1 blush for their meanness. In 
Ireland, the Militia have vied with the Regulars who should 
act best. If we arc but true to ourselves, a fig for the great 
Buonaparte. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Active, 
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TO IHS EXCKf.LEXCY MR. DRUMMOND, CON STAN TINOPLE. 

[From Clarke and M'Artliur, vol. ii. ji. 

27th August, l,S0.‘h 

I have the honour to address your Excellency on a subject 
which calls loudly for redress and prevention in future. It is 
the acknowledged right of all lawful Cruisers to examine the 
Papers of Vessels hoisting Neutral Colours, in order to ascer- 
tain whether the property of Enemies, not contraband articles, 
be carried on board them ; and it is the acknowledged Law 
of Nations, that resistance to such search is confiscation of 
Ship and Cargo, on the principle that such act of hostility 
makes the Ship and Crew Enemies. It has, I am sorry to say, 
])een invariably the practice of the Greeks, \vhencver they 
fancied themselves superior, for their Vessels or Boats to fire 
on the English flag ; and to endeavour to kill the Englisl\, 
who were only executing their bounden duty in examining 
all Ships and Vessels. When I had the command of the 
Agamemnon, IJiad sixteen men killed by these Greeks.”^ . . . 
I have earnestly to request that your Excellency will obtain 
an order to the Greek Islands that their Vessels do not fire on 
the English flag; for certainly the smaller the Vessel coming, 
the less cause for firing, I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SCJlOMBEPvG, 1118 MAJKSTV’.S SHIP MADRAS, AJALTA. 

[Letlcr-Book.J 

Vif'lory, olT 'roiiloii, a I si August ISOlt. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Schaw, Surgeon of llis 
Majesty’s Ship under your command, dated the 7th Instant, 
together with copy of his letter to you of the 24th ultimo, and 
also a letter of complaint from iMajor General Villcttes against 
Mr. Schaw : the two former letters I have transmitted to the 
General, and as it is my intention to take an early opportunity 
of sending Doctor Snipe,^ Physician of the Elect, to Malta, 

® Vide vol. ii. ]>. 7C). 

’ John Snipe, M.P ; he died one of the Physioiaus of the Royal Naval 
Hospital at Plymoiuh, in August lb05, 
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with directions to inquire into the circumstance above alluded 
to, I shall suspend my opinion on Mr. Schaw’s conduct till 
I have the Physician’s report, and only observe that if Mr. 
Schaw thought his professional judgment called in question 
unfairly by Dr. Franklin/ he should have desired an in- 
quiry to refute the statement, and not previously to have 
attacked, in a private letter, the conduct of Doctor Frank- 
lin. It is my particular directions the moment any of the 
people of Ilis Majesty’s Ship under your command is attacked 
witli an infectious or inflammatory fever, that he is sent to the 
Military General Hospital, and not be kept on board longer 
than necessary. I am, Sir, &e.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO i^IAJOR-GEXERAL VILLETTES, IMALTA. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Jositih Erenelj, Es(i.“) 

Victory, off Tonlou, August 30tli, ISO.*). 

My dear General, 

1 was favoured with your letter of August 9th, this morning. 

‘ When Doctors differ who shall decide ?’ I am sure it is out 
of iny power, I shfdl answer your Public letter on the sub- 
joct. If tlio poor man was not sent to the Hospital so soon tis 
he ought to have been, in that case Dr. Franklin had a right 
to complain. If he was sent at a proper time, in that case 
the Surgeon of the Madras would naturally feel hurt at such a 
very severe letter as the one wrote by Dr. Franklin without any 
inquiry from his brother Medico into the case. 'Fhe one seems 
too high for to look at a Surgeon in the Navy, and the other 
perhaps regularly brought up, felt degraded by Dr. Franklin s 
mode of procedure. 1 shall very soon send Dr. Snipe, Phy- 
sician to the Fleet, to Malta, and I hope that he will be able to 
settle^ this business amicably. I am, my dear General, truly 
sensible of the great care and attention shown by the Medical 
Gentlemen of the Hospital to our Seamen, and that they have 
no reward adequate to their trouble. Sir Richard Bickerton 
has told me that he is directed to give such a sum to the 

* Dr., afterwards Sir William Frankliu, Kniglit Commander of tlie Order of th« 
Gvielphs : lie died in October isajj. 
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Gentlemen of the Hospital for their trouble ; but the amount 
is so trifling, and in his opinion inadequate to their merits, 
that he has been ashamed to offer it. 1 trust that this little 
asperity in a professional judgment, between two professional 
men, will not prevent the reception of our Seamen in future, 
and the former kindness of the Gentlemen of the Hospital to- 
wards them. I suppose the Admiralty, if we are to keep 
Malta, will establish a proper Naval Hospital. I have sent 
home a copy of Colonel Lyard's® report from Messina, and 
have made some very strong remarks on the conduct of the 
Government of Messina, and my belief that unless our 
Government took a decided line of conduct with the Court of 
Naples, that Sicily would be lost; but, in truth, I believe the 
Court of Naples arc afraid of offending the Court of Russia 
by admitting us, so that ‘ between two stools they may fall to 
the ground.’ In the present situation of Enghind and Ireland, 
I have iny doubts of their sending any Troops abroad, and 
therefore I most regret the sending for them home ; it was a 
very inconsiderate measure, to say nothing further of it. By 
Seahorse I hope you [a'zc] ; much may be said about onr friend 
Ball’s Passports. Government at home should decide, and not 
lay an Algerine War at my door; I shall be careful of begin- 
ning, but whatever on mature reflection shall be determined 
upon, shall be vigorously carried into execution. Believe me 
ever, my dear General, your faithful and obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO iAIAJOR-GENERAL VILLEITES, MALTA, 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, ofT 'J’oulon, .‘ilst August, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have been honoured with your letter of August 8th, en- 
closing a letter from Dr. Franklin to you complaining of the 
conduct of Mr. Schaw, Surgeon of His Majesty’s ship Madras. 
I send you copies of Mr. Schaw’s letter to myself and Captain 
Schomberg on that occasion. It appears to me that if Mr. 

* Licuteuaut (jolonel John Thomas Lnyard, of the OJth Regiment; he died u 
Lieuteuaut-Gciicial, in May 18-J3. 
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Schaw did not send the poor man so soon to the Hospital as he 
ought to have done, that he is very blameable, for certainly 
in the situation of the Madras, no man ought to be kept 
a moment longer than is possible after an inflammatory 
fever was upon him. I shall take an early opportunity of 
sending Doctor Snipe, Physician to the Fleet, to inquire 
and make known to me whether the man w^as kept longer 
on board than he ought to have been. I am sorry that 
any reflection should be thrown out by the Medical Gentlemen, 
to each other. I have always heard Dr. Franklin’s kindness 
to our Seamen spoken of in the highest terms, and I trust that 
ho will continue it. I am free to confess that in my opinion if 
Mr. Schaw thought his professional judgment called in question 
unfairly by Doctor Franklin, he should have desired an in- 
quiry to refute Doctor Franklin’s statement, and that he had 
no right previously to attack, in a private letter, the conduct of 
Doctor Franklin ; and I have so wrote (Captain Schomberg, 
to be communicated to Mr. Schaw. I have the honour to 
be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Inclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Schaw, Sur- 
geon of the Madras. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, PART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 3nd September, 1803. 

Sir, 

On the 17th ultimo, I received your letter of the 20th June 
last, together with a note from the Chevalier D’Anduaga, the 
Spanish Minister at our Court, therein mentioned, complain- 
ing (\f an act of violence committed on board the Spanish 
Xebec La Purissima Conception, by a British Frigate (whose 
name is unknown) on the 21st of April last, near the Island of 
Majorca ; in answer to which, you will please to acquaint the 
Lords (Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I have not been 
able to gain any information on the circumstance above- 
mentioned, cither from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, 
or any of the Captains of Ilis Majesty’s Ships at present off‘ 
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this place ; but shall use every means in my power of obtain- 
ing a knowledge thereof, which shall be transmitted to you 
for their Lordships’ information accordingly. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Iirs FACELLKXCV HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ., NAPLES. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, September *21111, 1S0;J. 

My dear Sir, 

I have no small Vessels on this station: therefore I have no 
means of sending you any account of ourselves. We arc here 
buffeting the winds and waves, expecting one of these days 
that the French will put to sea. I only wish I could know to 
a certainty where they are bound. I think either to the 
Westward, or they will make a push at Messina, and as 
winter approaches, we can be sure of nothing in so short a 
run. 

You know from Colonel Lyard and Sir Alexander Ball, and 
General Villcttcs, the state of the fortifications at Messina, 
and the total neglect of every means for the defence of the 
place. Was any English Governor so notoriously to neglect 
his duty (unless he is ordered to resign to the Enemy) he 
would lose his head. Instead of the sixteen Gun-boats being 
ready to act, and exercising every day in the Straits, they 
have not a man belonging to them ; and from being hauled up 
upon the shore, and exposed to the sun, arc so much out of 
repair, that it would take an age to prepare them for service. 
The Governor says, that he is ordered to make no show of 
preparing for defence. If that is so, I have done. The 
French will soon be there. Surely, the best mode of keeping 
an Enem^^ out, is to convince him that you have both the 
means and the inclination ; and from the accounts sent me 
from Messina, there are neither means nor inclination to 
prevent the French possessing themselves of it any day. They 
liave Privateers enough at Messina, and in Sicily, to carry 
men enough, where no resistance can be intended. These 
conclusions are drawn from the information sent me. I can 
know nothing of my own knowledge. General Villettes also 
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writes me, that the French are advanced to Cotronc, and that 
is further than they were before, and of course contrary to 
their promises. But I have done my duty in representing 
these matters, and it remains only for me to lament that it is 
of no avail. 

Does Naples trust to Russia? I sincerely hope that Russia 
will go to War to defend her ; but even supposing that to be 
the case, would not Russia be better pleased to see exertions, 
instead of supineness? and, I am sure, that John Bull would 
go any length to secure those who have spirit enough to resist 
the French yoke. If General Vial goes to Messina, I do not 
expect it will belong to Naples all this month. He will send 
[^queri/, say] to the General — only send 500 men. Would the 
Neapolitan Troops fire upon them ? I say. No : for if they 
did, they would know that their King, and the whole Kingdom 
of Naples, would be lost. I said before that I never w’ould 
mention Sicily again ; but my heart bleeds to hear what I do 
from Messina ; and, as sure as you live, it is lost, unless 
other means are taken to prevent it than are followed at 
present. 

1 send you the Gibraltar, Captain Ryves, to take the Mon- 
mouth’s station. If a Ship is not wanted absolutely at Naples, 
you will bo so good as to tell Captain Ryves so in writing, 
that he may join me ; for I have no force to spare for idleness. 
If it is necessary to secure the safety of the Royal Family, then 
it is doubly necessary to secure them a place of retreat, and 
Sicily will be gone if the French get to Messina. What can 
prevent their sending 50,000 men, if necessary, into Sicil}^ ? 
Then the good Sovereigns are slaves, and God only knows 
what else may happen. 

Sardinia is on the eve of being invaded, and although all 
the people know it there, yet no step is taken to prevent 
them. However, I will not trouble you with other people’s 
concerns; I shall write to Mr. Jackson.^ With respect to 
the Barbary States, I have received such an instruction 
from England, that I can decide nothing about Algiers till 
Mr. Falcon comes up ; and I fear it will turn out that his 
story is not quite correct. If so, it alters the whole face of the 


VOL. V. 


* Minister at the Court of Sardinia. 
O 



194 


LETTERS. 


[1803. 

matter. I am instructed to inquire into the circumstances, 
and if his report is well-founded, to insist on his being re- 
ceived again. Now it turns out, that after the Dey’s rage 
was over, and before Mr. Falcon sailed, the Dey wished 
him to remain. The Dey has since quarrelled with the 
French: therefore, it is our interest to keep well with 
him. Respecting the Maltese passports, our Government 
should give them our Cut^ and then the Barbary States would 
have no excuse for taking the poor people. However, I shall 
endeavour to do all in my power. My station is here; and 
here I shall remain till the French come out, if it is a year, 
provided our Ships are not worn out. I can readily conceive 
Sir John Acton’s feelings. I shall write him a line, and I 
beg of your Excellency to present my humble duty to their 
Majesties, and all the Royal Family ; and believe me, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I send you a letter from your brother. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., AD:MmALTV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, olF Toulon, 2nd September, 1803. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a copy of a letter of this date to 
llis Majesty’s Consul-General at Sicily, which you will please 
to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for 
their information ; and at the same time acquaint their Lord- 
ships, that, immediately on iny arrival at Gibraltar, I ordered 
the Tourterclle to take the Convoy from that place to 
England, and to call off Cadiz for such Trade as might also be 
there : that on iny arrival at Malta I ordered the Cyclops to 
proceed with the Trade from thence bound into the Adriatic, 
and to bring the Merchant-Ships from the different Ports 
there to Malta. I also ordered the Anson and Stately (after 
cruizing on their station till the 16th July) to take the Trade 
from Malta to Smyrna, with directions to bring all our Levant 
Merchant- Vessels to Valettc harbour ; and, in passing through 

* 'I he “ Meditorauean Passes,” mued by our Government, were or indented 
at the top. 
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the Faro of Messina on the 20th June last, I sent a letter to 
the Merchants there, acquainting them that a Convoy would 
soon sail from Malta to England, and enclosed them a letter 
to the Senior Officer at Malta, directing them to send a Ship 
of War to Messina for their Trade, in the event of their making 
application for Convoy, copies of which accompany this ; 
that immediately on my arrival off Toulon, hearing that an 
English Merchant Ship was blocked up at Civita Vecchia by 
a French Privateer, I sent the Weazel to convoy her from 
thence to Malta, that she might avail herself of the protection 
of the Blonde and Experiment, then under orders to proceed 
to England with the Trade ; but I since understand that she 
left Civita Vecchia with the Phoebe, and took an early oppor- 
tunity of parting from her, and as she has not been heard of, 
I conclude she has been captured by the Encm3^ 

On the 2nd ultimo, I sent the Termagant Sloop to the 
different Spanish Ports in these Seas, to collect the Trade and 
convoy them to Gibraltar, for the purpose of proceeding with 
the first Convoy to England. I have to beg their Lordships 
will not impute blame to me, (as I also understand that several 
of the Merchant Ships in the Adriatic sailed after they heard 
of the War, without waiting for convoy for these Ships,) and 
that they may be assured every attention in my power shall 
be paid to the Trade of His Majesty’s Subjects in these Seas. 
But if the Masters of Merchant Ships will act of themselves, 
without allowing the Commandcr-in-Chief to exercise his 
judgment and discretion in collecting the Trade from the 
different places, many of our Ships must inevitably fall into 
the hands of the Enemy. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JAMES TOUGH, ESQ., II. M. CONSUL-GENERAL IN SICILY. 
[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 


V'ictory, off Toulon, Soptemher, lSt):L 

Sir, 

A Convoy will sail from Malta on the 25th Instant, or as 
soon after as possible for England ; and, therefore, if there arc 
any Vessels intended to avail themselves of such protection, 
thej^ must be at Malta by that time : you will please to inform 


o 2 
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the Merchants of Sicily, and desire them to acquaint the 
senior Naval Officer at Malta, on what day the Ships from the 
different Ports of Sicily will be ready, that he may send a Ship 
of War for them. The Merchant Ships, I understand, have 
been in the habit of proceeding without Convoy to England 
and Malta. The consequence has been that several have fallen 
into the hands of the Enemy ; I must therefore desire you 
will be so good as acquaint the Merchants of Sicily, that 
should any of their Trade proceed without Convoy, after this 
public notice, I shall send an account to Lloyd’s Coffee- 
House of the circumstance. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN CHARLES IMARSH SCHOMBERG, IITS IMAJESTY’S 
SHIP MADRAS, OR THE SENIOR OFFICER AT MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 2iicl September, 180:1. 

Sir, 

I am to desire you will please to acquaint the Merchants at 
Malta, that a Convoy will sail from thence for England on 
the 1st October, or as soon after as possible ; and you arc, im- 
mediately on the receipt hereof, to employ his Majesty’s Ships 
Cyclops and Charon, in collecting the Trade from Sicily, who 
are intended to proceed with the said Convoy, which you are 
to dispatch as early after the 1st of October, as circumstances 
will admit, under the escort appointed for that purpose. I 
am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO PETER WILKIE, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER AT JMALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 0th September, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 8th ultimo, and as the 
Captain of the Fleet has so fully wrote you on the subject of 
provisions, &c., for Ilis Mtyesty’s Ships under my command# 
it is only necessary for me to request that you will not pur- 
chase any more rice, sugar, or raisins, till you receive further 
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orders for so doing, as sufficient supplies of those articles arc 
coming from Gibraltar; and it being mora convenient to have 
provisions for the Fleet off Toulon, from thence, than Malta, 
our principal dependence will be on that place ; but it must 
be remembered that His Majesty’s stores under your charge 
are sufficiently kept up for supplying the Frigates and other 
Cruizers in your vicinity, and to answer any exigency, which 
from circumstances may occur. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 


[From Clarke and M‘Artlinr, vol. ii. p. .*120.] 


[About Otli September, iSOd.] 

Sir, 

I am happy to inform you that Captain Keats is much 
recovered. I sent him to Naples for a fortnight ; but having 
stayed only nine days, he was so anxious, knowing my infe- 
riority in numbers to the Enemy, that he came back and joined 
me.® I need not tell your llo 3 "al Highness, that he is amongst 
the very best Officers in our Service. I have the highest respect 
and esteem for him. I am, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 


TO WILLIAM IIASLEWOOD, ESQ., CRAVEN STREET, STRAxML 
[From WliUn’s “ Memoirs of Nelson,” Supplement, p. 70.] 

Private for 3 ’^ourself — and most secret. 

[About (Itb September, ISO.*}.] 

My dear Haslewood, 

I ssnd you home a CodlciF to my Will, which you will not 
coinmunicate to any person breathing ; as I would wish j^ou 
to open, read it, and if not drawn up properly, send me a copy, 
and I will execute it. It is possible that iny personal estate, 
after the disposal of the furniture at Merton, may not amount 
to £4000 ; and sooner than this legacy, or any other, should 

® “ iiBtli August. Superb, with the Eliza Victualler, parted. . . . Dth September. 
II.M. Ship Superb rejoined with a Transport.” — flvtory's Loy. 

^ Vide p. 300, post. 
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go unpaid, I would saddle Bronte, or any other estate with 
the legacies. I only mention this as a thing which might 
happen ; and I want to give several other small legacies, and 
continue the annuity of £100 a year to poor blind Mrs. 
Nelson.^ I may congratulate you on the favourable termina- 
tion, (I hope,) of my law-suit.® You have acted not only as able 
lawyers, but a most friendly part through the whole business. 
I beg you will express my thanks to Serjeant Shepherd,' who 
has done so much justice to the cause ; and be assured, I am 
ever, my dear Ilaslewood, your obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have pretty near settled all my Bronte matters, and 
although I shall not probably at present be able to get the 
value of it, yet I shall secure, to be regularly paid, my £3000 
a year nett. 

Burn it when read. 


rO ins EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autogra])h, in tho Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, September 8tb, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you a letter sent to Sir Richard Bickerton; for although 
I do not believe that any such orders have been given, yet, as 
the former Neutrality of Naples only allowed four Ships of 
each Nation to enter their Ports, it is possible some stupid 
fellow may suppose her present Neutrality is the same as 
formerly ; and, therefore, it may be very necessary to rectify 
any such misapprehension of orders, I am ever, my dear Sir, 
your faithful servant. Nelson and Bronte. 


lo HfS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Ai(togTai»Ii, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, September 8tb, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

George is gone down the Mediterranean, as 1 wish to put 
£10,000 in his pocket, and then I have done with him. He 


• Tbo wido w of his brother, Maurice Nelson. 

® With the Earl of St. Vincent. 

‘ Afterwards Lord Chief Bui'on of the Exchequer in Scotland. 
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is an excellent young man, and a very good Officer. I had a 
letter lately from Lady Hamilton, wherein she says Sabatello 
Sabitino denies having Julia’s money. He had near seventy 
pounds in money and valuables belonging to her, and now he 
refuses to pay her. Now, I know that Julia said in my pre- 
sence, that Sabitino had taken her money, &c., and if he 
does not return it, I desire to withdraw my character of him, 
and so does Lady Hamilton ; for he may serve others in the 
same manner : therefore, in behalf of a poor, injured woman, 
who he knows he has otherwise injured^ I beg you will speak 
to him, and if he does not instantly pay the money to you to 
be sent home. Lady Hamilton desires not to be considered as 
recommending him, and I do the same ; for I cannot bear 
such a monster of ingratitude. 

Wc have had very severe gales of wind for seven days past; 
it is now fine again. Report says that 1000 or 1500 Troops 
sailed on the 1st from Marseilles. I have Frigates looking 
out for them off Corsica, wffiere I think they are bound, in 
their way to Sardinia. I am ever, my dear Sir, your most 
faithful seiTant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I never experienced anything like the health of this ileet. 
We have literally not a real sick man in it. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, September 11th, I80d. 

My dear Sir, 

I have directed the Gibraltar to remain fourteen days at 
Naples ; and if she is hot wanted there, her Captain has orders 
to rc?turn to me : but if the Court think, or wish for her re- 
maining, Captain Ryves has orders, on your written requisi- 
tion, to remain till further orders ; for I never will neglect 
the personal safety of those good Sovereigns. I am ever, ^c., 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO J. B. GIBERT, ESQ., BRITISH CONSUL AT BARCELONA. 

[From Clarke and M'Arflmr, vol. ii. p. 3*2-1.] 

13th September, 1803. 

You will have the goodness to present my respectful com- 
pliments to the Captain-General, and assure him, that the 
return of Deserters shall be reciprocal on my part, and that I 
have forgiven them at his request. You will also inform his 
Excellency, that I have read with no small surprise, a Paper, 
purporting to have been given in during the year 1771, and 
now ordered to be put in force. I am ready to admit, that 
the King of Spain may order us to be refused admittance into 
his Ports, may refuse us, even when there, the rights of hos- 
pitality, as his Excellency has done those of civility, in not 
even asking Captain Whitby to sit down, although there were 
others in his presence seated. Ilis Sovereign may certainly, 
if he pleases, go to War with us — I deny none of these rights ; 
but I claim every indulgence which is shown to the Ships of 
our Enemies. The French Squadron at Corunna arc acting 
almost as they please ; the Aigle French Ship of War is not 
turned out of Cadiz, the French Frigate Revenge is permitted 
to go out of that Port, cruise, and return with Prizes, and sell 
them. I will not state that every Spanish Port is a home for 
French Privateers, for this is well known ; and I am informed 
that even at Barcelona, English Vessels captured by the 
French, have been sold there. You will acquaint his Excel- 
lency, that I claim for every British Ship, or Squadron, the 
right of lying as long as I please in the Ports of Spain, whilst 
it is allowed to other Powers ; that I claim the rights of hos- 
pitality and civility, and every other right which the harmony 
subsisting between our Sovereigns entitles us to. You will 
acquaint his Excellency, that I can mean no disrespect per- 
sonally to himself; but that it is a British Admiral returning 
an answer to a Spanish Captain-General, through the same 
channel which conveyed the message. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN HOOKHAi^I FRERE, MADRID. 

[P’rom Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. ii. p. tV-24. In transmitting the Captain-Gene- 
ral’s State Rnpcr, with this letter, to Mr. Frcrc, our Envoy at Madrid, Lord Nelson 
added :] 

[About 10th September, 1800.] 

This conduct, I suppose, indicates a War with us : I have 
therefore earnestly to rctpicst, that j'ou will send me imme- 
diate notice of such an event, that I may send to the West 
Indies, and act upon it myself. If your news of War passes 
through England, it will be two or three months before I 
shall know it officially, and the same in the West Indies. I 
would recommend to your Excellency, sending an express to 
Barcelona with an order to hire a Vessel, another to the Bay 
of Rosas, where our Ships of War often are, and another to 
Gibraltar to the Governor and Commanding Sea-Officer; 
and I only hope that your letter may be clear, whether it will 
be, or is, War. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO 'J'ME RESPECTIVE CAPTAIN'S AND COMMANDERS OF HIS 
MAJEST’^’S SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE MEDITERRANEAN 
STATION. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Victory, oflf Toulon, 13th September, 1803. 

When British Seamen and Marines so ftir degrade them- 
selves in time of War, as to desert from the Service of their 
own Country, and enter into that of Spain ; when they leave 
one shilling per day, and plenty of the very best provisions, 
with every comfort that can be thought of for them — for two- 
pence a-day, black bread, horse-beans, and stinking oil for 
their food; — when British Seamen or Marines turn Spanish 
Soldiers, I blush for them : they forfeit in their own opinion, 
I am sure, that character of love of their own Country, 
which Foreigners arc taught to admire. A Briton to put 
himself under the lash of a Frenchman or Spaniard must 
be more degrading to any man of spirit then any punish- 
ment I could inflict on their bodies. I shall leave the punish- 
ment to their own feelings, which, if they have any, and arc 
still Englishmen, must be very great. But, as they thought 
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proper to abandon, voluntarily, their wives, fathers, mothers, 
and every endearing tie, and, also, all prospect of return- 
ing to their native Country, I shall make them remain out 
of that Country, which they do not wish to see, and allow 
others, who love their Country, and are attached to their 
families, to return in their stead. And, as they have also 
thought proper to resign all their pay, I shall take care 
that it is not returned to them, nor their R.” taken off;* 
but it shall be noted against their names, ‘ Deserted to the 
Spaniards,’ or ^ Entered as a Spanish Soldier,’ as the case was. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

The above Memorandum respecting the desertion of British 
Seamen or Marines is to be read to the respective Companies 
of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my command, and 
copies thereof, to be stuck up in the most public places of 
the Ships, in order that the magnitude of the crime may be 
properly impressed on their minds. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MAJOR-GENERAL VILLETTES, 

[Autograph, in the possession of Josiah French, Esq.] 

Victory, off Toulon, September ICth, ISO.'J. 

My dear General, 

I wrote you on the 29th of August ; but such is my want 
of Small Craft, that I have had no means of sending a letter. 
We have had near fourteen days very blowing weather, but 
that is to be expected at this season of the year. The Belleisle 
is missing since the 14th, when I sent for her to look into 
Toulon, I hope the gentry did not come out in the gale, and 
got hold of her — that w’ould be certainly contrary to my inten- 
tions. On the 11th, a Rear-Admiral, Chef d’Escadre, four Sail 
of the Line, Frigates, and Corvettes, were under sail — a Ship 
of the Line and Frigates were some miles outside Sepet ; but 
they returned again, and on the 13th, they were all snug at 
anchor. We are now twenty leagues from Toulon, and a 
calm, therefore, she is, I hope, not far off. The Frigates I 
have are dispersed to look out, in case the French slip by me, 
and our little Squadron is so healthy and keen that I would 

• “ K.” — I. e., ** Run." The mark placed in the Ships’ Books against the name# 

of such as had deserted. 
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not recommend them to fall in with us. I am much obliged 
to }?ou for your goodness about the shells, and I have to 
apologize to Colonel Bentham- for the trouble I am giving 
him. I shall be very glad of a hundred for 12-pounders. I do 
not mean to use them at sea, for that I hope to consider 
burning our oxon ' Ships ; but in case they run ashore, then a 
few put into their sides will do their business. From our 
communication with Spain, it looks rather hostile, she must 
go to War either with France or us ; and all the blame is laid 
at our door because wc will not bow to France, and allow the 
world to be at peace. Such is the reasoning of the Spaniards 
— even the Captain-General of Catalonia; but I have wrote 
him a letter which will not be misunderstood, and I have sent 
an express to Madrid. 

I want Peace ; and therefore, if we are to have more Powers 
upon us, the sooner they begin the better, and not give us a 
long War. Your letters, my dear General, are always so 
interesting to me, that I shall ever feel much obliged by your 
sending them ; and believe me your most obliged and faithful 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg my best respects to General Oakes. As the Pre- 
voyantc goes direct for England, she will take your dispatches, 
I think, perfectly safe : mine will go from Gibraltar by her. 

A Swiss who was in Dillon’s Regiment, came on board a 
Ship at Barcelona, and, as he has been a Soldier, I send him 
as a present to you. Mr. Brown, Commander of the Pre- 
voyante will deliver him, 

N, & B. 

TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, BART., MALTA. 

■ [Autogj-apli, in the possession of Sir William KeitU Ball, Bait.] 

Vietorj', off Toulon, September 16th, 1803. 

My dear Ball, 

I have had nothing to send you [since] my letter of August 
29th, and we had a gale almost ever since. I bear up for every 
gale. I must not, in our present state, quarrel with the North 
Westers — with crazy masts and no Port or spars near us. 

* Lieutenant-Colonel William Bcntham, of the Royal Artillery, who died a 
Lieutenant-General, about 1828 or 1829. 
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Indeed, in the whole station, there is not a topmast for a 
Seventy-four. On the 11th, a Ship of the Line and some 
Frigates were outside Sepet; a Rear-Admiral, Chef d’Escadre, 
and another Ship of the Line, four in the whole, &c. Eight 
were under Sail ; but seeing Canopus stand under Sicie, they 
hauled their wind and worked in again. On the 12th and 
13th, they were at anchor. That night I sent Belleisle to 
work off the Port, wind blowing strong out E.S.E. and S.E., 
which has drove us to twenty leagues West of Sicie. I am a 
little anxious at her not joining ; but they must have more 
than common luck to get hold of her. The Squadron has 
health beyond what I have almost ever seen, except our 
going to the Nile ; and 1 hope, if the French will give us the 
opportunity, that our beef and pudding will be as well applied. 
I should be very glad to copper the Queen Schooner for you, 
but I much doubt if Government send out more than is neces- 
sary for the Ships on the station. If she belongs to the 
Government of the Island, a line from the Secretary of State 
to the Admiralty will produce the copper for her; therefore 
the Builder had better give you an account of the quantity 
wanted — paper, nails, &c. ; and for you to write to I-.ord 
Hobart. With respect to the Commissary ship for Prisoners, 
I only appointed Mr. Chapman on your recommendation ; 
and I do not think I ought to appoint any one, much less a 
Foreigner, with power to draw bills on our Government; 
therefore, I rely that Mr. Chapman will hold it until the 
Transport Board appoint a proper person — be that person Mr. 
Vankempen,^ or any one else. The French Privateers in Sicily 
do not seem to care for Neutrality. You and the Viceroy,'' I 
take for granted, will settle this matter. By Lieutenant Shaw’s 
account, I never heard the equal to it, both at Girgenti and 
Alicati. Your advice to Mr, Elliot will be good, and I think 
he will attend to it; but Diplomatic men think, of course, they 
know much better than any one else, and Mr. E. is the oldest 
Minister we have. He has got a better appointment than any 
Minister ever sent to Naples: he first got ^£3000 for plate 
money, and X4500 a-year, being little [less than] Ambassador’s 
pay — no ba<l hit, Mr. Elliot ; and they ought, my dear Friend, 
to give you as much whilst you remain ; but I hope to see 


* Vide p. 101, ante. 


® Of Sicily. 
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you again afloat. I, for one of your friends, never wished 
you to have Malta: I had destined you in my mind for 
another appointment. We arc all well : Murray is measuring 
rope and coals ; Hardy rigging the main-yard on the booms ; 
and we are caulking and refitting for a winter’s cruise, unless 
the French will be so good as to prevent us ; but I am ever, 
my dear Sir Alexander, most truly and faithfully yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LIEUTENANT HARDING SHAW,® COMMANDING H. M. BRIG 

TIGER. 

[I.etter-Book.] 

Victory, ofi' Tonlon, IfiMi September, 180S. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 30th ult., togetlier with 
a copy of your Log-book, and the two letters therein men- 
tioned ; and notwithstanding your conduct (in protecting the 
two English Merchant Ships of Girgenti from the insult, and 
perhaps capture, of the French Privateer laying there) appears 
highly praiseworthy, yet, with such information, I cannot take 
upon me to say tliat your conduct is perfectly regular, and have 
only to observe, that if it meets the approbation of Sir Alexander 
Ball, there can be no doubt of its being correct and merito- 
rious. I am, &c., Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAFl’AIN HIS MAJESTY’S SLOOP 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, l(»tli September, 1808. 

Sir, 

Officer belonging to his Majesty’s Sloop under 

your command, having boarded a Vessel from Tunis, which, 
consequently, placed the said Sloop under the most strict 
Quarantine, and you having last evening, immediately after 
such communication, sent an Officer on board the Victory, 
and this morning come yourself, without previously acquaint- 
ing me of such circumstance, and therel)y endangering the 
health of the Victory’s Ship’s company, and that of the whole 

® Lieutenant Harding Shaw was still a Lieutenant in 1800, and died before 1814. 
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Fleet under my command, I desire to acquaint you that such 
conduct is highly reprehensible and unofficerlike, and that 
3 ^ou will hold yourself ready to answer (when called upon) 
for it accordingly. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY IIAAJILTON. 

[Antogi’ttpli, ill the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Victory, oft’ Toulon, September I8th, 1803. 

My dear Lady Hamilton, 

The furniture and linen which was left behind at Palermo 
and Naples, when you came to England, is, I hope, hy this 
time, safe at Malta. I have desired Mr. Noble to unpack, dry 
them, and send you a list of the contents, which you must 
send to the Treasury, in order to obtain an order for their 
being allowed to come direct to you, without passing through 
the Custom-House. I believe the cases are eighteen in 
number. I have requested the favour of Mr. Brown, Com- 
mander of the Prevoyante Store-Ship, who will carry them 
either to Portsmouth or the Nore, to whichever place he may 
be ordered. If you will apply by letter to my friend, Mr. 
Vansittar^^ of the Treasury, I am sure he will send an order 
directly for their delivery. Only tell me, my dear Friend, in 
what manner I can be useful to you in this Country, and, 
believe me, I shall be truly proud in obeying your commands, 
being for ever, your most obliged, faithful, and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, HART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 2lHt September, 1803. 

Sir, 

I am to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Prevoyante Store 
Ship, which arrived here on the 21st ultimo, with stores for 
the Fleet under my command, has completed all their demands 
with much alacrity and attention, and that Mr. Brown’s con- 


^ Now Lord Bexlejr. 
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duct, in the discharge of this duty, most perfectly meets my 
approbation. 

The deficiency occasioned by issuing the small stores by 
retail, I have recommended the Navy Board to take into 
account, and allow for it accordingly. The coals which came 
out in the Prevoyante have been supplied to the different 
Ships, who are all very much in want of fuel. The Prevoyante 
proceeds immediately to Malta with the stores she has for that 
Arsenal, and afterwards proceeds to Gibraltar to dispose of the 
remainder, as Commissioner Otway may order ; from thence 
she proceeds to the Nore. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autoginpl], in the ijosscssion of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Burt., G.C.B.] 
Victory, oft' Toulon, September Slst, 1803. 

My dear Lord, 

I never have been better pleased than with the regularity 
and good order in which the stores sent out by the Prevoyante 
have been delivered to the Fleet; and the utility of having the 
Ship with us is obvious, for I never could have spared the 
Ships to go to Gibraltar for them. The conduct of Mr. Brown,® 
a Master in the Navy, her Commander, has been such as to 
induce me to wish, from the difference I have seen, that the com- 
mand of the Store-ships were continued to be given to respect- 
able Masters, or Lieutenants, as they likewise act as Store- 
keepers; and we know that Captains in those Ships arc 
generally above taking care of the stores. In justice to Mr. 
llrown, I have wrote to the Admiralty and Navy Boards, 
recommending him. I am ever, my dear Lord, your most 
obliged and faithful. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 
majesty’s navy, LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Gentlemen, Victory, off Toalon, iilbt September, 1803. 

Having by letter of the 8th July last, directed the Naval 
Storekeeper at Gibraltar to send the first Store-Ship which 

® Mr. William Browu, Master of the Prevoyante ; he died before 1800. 
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might arrive there, direet to the Fleet off this place, with the 
Clerk under whose charge the stores were entrusted, in order 
that the issues to the different Ships might be regular, and the 
receipts for the stores so issued perfectly correct, I have there- 
fore to acquaint you that the Prevoyante Store-ship arrived 
here on the 21st ult., under the command of Mr. William 
Brown, whose care and attention to the delivery of every 
artiele of stores to the Squadron off this place, deserves every 
commendation I can bestow; and as the issue of nails and 
other small stores by retail must naturally occasion some little 
deficiency, I have to request you will be pleased to make 
allowance for it accordingly. The coals which came out in 
the Prevoyante have been supplied to the different Ships, 
being very much in want of that article. I have directed Mr. 
Brown to proceed to Malta with the stores he has for that 
place, and afterwards to return to Gibraltar, where Commis- 
sioner Otway will direct the disposal of the remainder. And 
as the execution of this service will make it impossible for the 
Prevoyante to get out of the Mediterranean before the latter 
end of next month, 1 have recommended Mr. Brown to pro- 
ceed from Gibraltar to the Nore direct, agreeable to your 
order to him of the 27th of June, and not to go to Halifax, as 
mentioned in your subsequent order of the 2nd ultimo, being 
too late in the season, and, as such, contrary to the directions 
therein contained. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO nis HIGHNESS THE BEY OF TUNIS. 

(Whom God preserve.) 

[From a Coj)}’, in the possession of tlie late Adam Bromilow, FiSq.] 

His Jlujesly’s Ship Victory, olf Toulon, September, IBO*'!. 

Sir, 

Reports having reached me that some Vessels who call 
themselves French Privateers, but who I can consider in no 
other light than as Pirates, lay under the Island Zimbra,'’ 
and from the top of which make their observations of Vessels 
passing, row out, and attack Vessels of Nations at peace and 
amity with your Highness, under your Flag; and that, as the 


® Zimbra, at the mouth of the Gulf of Tunis. 
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occasion may best suit them, they are either Vessels belong- 
ing to your Highness, or pass for French Privateers; and 
with tliis deception, I understand they have, j)assing for a 
(h-uizer belonging to your Highness, taken possession of an 
English Ship, who obeyed the siunmons supposed to be given 
by an Officer belonging to you, I have, therefore, to request 
that your Highness will inquire into the truth of the asserliou 
made to me ; and if proved, that you will order such measures 
to be taken as to justice shall appertain, for the just punish- 
ment of the offenders. I send Captain Donnelly, of his 
Majesty’s Royal Navy, who will further explain to your High- 
ness what may be necessary to be said upon this subject ; and 
I request that your Highness may give full credit to what 
(kiptaiu 13onucIly may say in my name; and I have the 
honour to assure your Highness that I am your most obedient 
and faithful humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN IlOSrt DONNELL^', II.IM. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Antog:i’ap]j, in tlio possession of the late Adinn Rromilow, I '.sq.] 

Vl<!torY, oir'l'cmlon, ‘^ard Seplemliev, ISO;}. 

Whereas some French Privateers have, as is represented in 
the Papers sent herewith, made the most unwarrantable use 
of ihe Hey of Tunis’s Port and (h)lours, for the capture of 
an English Ship called Pomona, You arc therefore hereby 
required and directed to ]woceed, with till ])ossible dispatch, 
ill his Majesty’s Ship Narcissus under your coimiuind, to the 
Hey of Tunis, and endeavour, in concert with Mr. Clark, 
(who acts as British Consul in the absence of Mr. Magra,) to 
obtain from the justice of the Bey, the restitution of the said 
^5liip; and an 3 ^ other which may have been illegally taken, 
^ou will deliver to his Highness my letter which accompanies 
this, (a cop 3 ^ of which is also herewith transmitted for your 
information,) and yon will urge, but in the most moderate 
manner, the equity of our demand, and point out what would 
be the consequence, if I was inclined to take a similar posi- 
tion; but his Highness knows that I have always respected 
his Neutrality. You will also take an opportunity of acquaint- 
VOL. V. p 
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ing his Highness, that I have received information that the 
Frencli have made several purchases of oil, &c. in his 
Dominions, and that they arc hiring Vessels belonging to 
Tunis, to bring it to Marseilles ; and as a most particular mark 
of my wishing to pay every respect to his Flag, I earnestly 
entreat that he will order his Subjects not to hire the Ships of 
Tunis for any such purpose ; as if they are found with French 
property, or suspected French property, on board, they will 
be detained for trial : for although the Vessels may be bond fide 
belonging to Tunis, it will not protect the cargo of an Enemy. 

You will, however, touch on these points with so much 
good humour as to leave the impression of my high respect 
for his Highness, and regard for the real property of his Sub- 
jects. I rely with confidence on your ability and judgment 
in managing these matters to my satisfiiction, and to the ad- 
vantage of your Country. You will, of course, receive sill 
English Seamen who may be at Tunis ; and you will get 
every iiiforination, what supplies of bullocks, water, wood, and 
onions can be furnished the Fleet, and as near as possible the 
prices. Having performed this service as above directed, 3^011 
are to return, and join me on my rendezvous off this place, as 
expeditiously as possible, with an account thereof. 

Nelson and Eronte. 

TO SIR i:\'AN NKREAX, R.ART., ADMIRALTY.' 

[Origiuul, ill the Adinirulty.] 

Victory, ofl' Toulon, ti lth Septomher, IHO-'I. 

Sir, 

As it is more than probable that the Fleet under my com- 
mand will be obliged to keep the seas during the whole of the 
winter season, for the purpose of watching the Enemy’s Shi])s 
at Toulon, and as there is in the Gulf of I^yons and its vicinity, 
upon an average, three da^'s’ gale of severe Ijlowing weather 
out of the seven, whicli frequently comes on suddenly, and 
thereby exposes the to})ma.sts, topstiil-yards and sails, to great 
hazard, under every care anti attention ; I am therefore to 
desire 3^011 will be pleased to communicate this circiimstanee 

‘ Lor.l N'l.'lson Aviufc n li fter on the snme ilay, ami almost in the same words, lo 
the roairaissioiiers of the Na\y. 
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to the liOrds Commissionei*s of the Admiralty, and sug- 
gest to their Lordships the propriety of sending out a suffi- 
cient number of topmasts, topsail-yards, and spare sails for 
the Ships, they may judge necessary for the service before- 
mentioned, as early as possible, there being none of the two 
former in store, either at Gibraltar or Malta. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, September, IsO l. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that his Majesty’s Ship Seahorse joined the 
Stpiadron off this place, yesterday forenoon, having left the 
Convoy, which she brought from England, at Malta. You will 
also please to accpiaint their Lordships, that a Convoy is 
ordered from Malta to England, and will j)roceed from Valetta 
Harbour on the first of next month, or as soon after as the 
Anson and Stately have joined with the I^cvant trade, which 
I trust will be about that time: this (’onvoy will take under its 
protection the trade which may be collected at Gibraltar. I 
am, &:c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR RICHARD JOHN STRACHAN, BART., H. M. SHIP 
DONEGAL. 

[From Clc.rke and M‘Artlinr, vol. ii. p. H 

vffitlj Septembor, 1S0;{. 

The occurrences which pass every day in Spain forixxle, I 
fancy, a speedy War with England; therefore it becomes 
proper for me to put you upon your guard, and advise you 
how to act under particular circumstances. By looking at 
the former line of conduct on the part of Spain, which she 
followed just before the commencement of the last War, wc 
inay naturally expect the same events to ha])}>en. The 
french Admiral llichcry was in (kidiz, blocked iij) by .iVdmiial 
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Man;^ on August the 22nd, they came to sea, attended by the 
Spanish Fleet, which saw the French safe beyond St. Vin- 
cent, and returned into Cadiz. Admiral Man very properly 
did not choose to attack Admiral iliehery under sucli an 
escort. This is a prelude to what I must request your strict 
attention to ; at the same tirnCj I am fully aware that you 
must be guided, in some measure, by actual circumstances. 

I think it very probable, even before Spain breaks with us, 
that they may send a Ship or two of the Lino to see L’Aigle 
round Cape St. Vincent; and that if you attack her in their 
presence, they may attack you ; and giving them possession 
of the Donegal, would be more than either you or I should 
wish, therefore I am certain it must be very comfortable for 
yon to know my sentiments. From what you hear in Cadiz, 
you will judge how far you may venture yourself in company 
with a Spanish Squadron; but if you arc of opinion that you 
may trust yourself near them, keeping certainly out of gun- 
shot, send your Boat with a letter to the Spanish Commodore, 
and desire to know whether he means to defend the French 
Ships ; and get his answer in writing, and have it as plain as 
])ossiblc. If it be ^ yes, that he will fire at you if you attack 
the French under his protection,’ then, if you have force 
enough, make your attack on the whole body, and take them 
all if you can ; for I should consider such an answer as a per- 
fect Declaration of War. If you arc too weak for such an 
attack, you must desist; but you certainly arc fully authorized 
to take tlic Ships of Spain whenever you meet ihcrn. Should 
the answer be ambiguous, you must then act as your judgment 
may direct you, and I am sure that will be very proper. Only 
recollect, that it would be much better to let the French 
Ships escape, than to run too great a risk of losing the 
Donegal, yourself) and Ship’s compan}^ I am, ^c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Vide vol. ii, p. 2r)0. 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson's Letters to Lady Hamilton," vol. i. p. 152.] 

September 2Ctli, 1803. 

My dearest Emma, 

Wc have had, for these fourteen days past, nothing but 
gales of wind, and a heavy sea. However, as our Sliips have 
suffered no damage, I hope to be able to keep the sea all the 
winter. Nothing, but dire nccessit^^ shall force me to that 
out of the way place, Malta. If I had depended upon that 
Island, for supplies for the Fleet, we must all have been 
knocked up, long ago; for. Sir Richard Bickerton sailed from 
Malta, the same day I left Portsmouth, so that wc have been 
a pretty long cruise ; and, if I had only to look to Malta for 
supplies, our Ships companies would have been done for long 
ago. However, by management, I have got supplies from 
Spain, and also from France ; but it appears, that wc are 
almost shut out from Spain, for they begin to be very uncivil 
to our Ships. However, 1 suppose, by this time, something 
is settled ; but, I never hear from England. My last letters 
arc July 6th, near three months. But, as I get French 
iic'vspapers occasionally, wc guess how matters arc going on. 

1 have wrote Mr. CRbbs, again, a long history about 
Bronte ; and, I hope, if General Acton will do nothing for 
me, that he will settle something: but, 1 know, whatever is 
settled, 1 shall be the loser. Till next year, the debt will not 
be paid off ; how 


TO sill EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADlMlUAI/n. 

[ r,cUcr»Book. j 

Victory, oil' Toulon, 27lli September, 1S03. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you copy of a letter from Captain 
Hichardson, of His Majesty’s Ship Juno, giving an account of 
the capture of the French Bombard Jhivatcer, Lcs Quatre 
fils of Nice, which you will please to lay before the Lords 
Coininissioners of the Admiralty for their information. I 
am, &c., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autogrni)Ii, iu tlift iiossessioii of Vice-Admiral Sir William I’avkcr, Bart., G.C.B.] 
Victory, oil* Toulon, September 27th, 1803. 

My dear Lord, 

It is now near three months since iny last letters were 
dated from England ; and but for a French newspaper, which 
liitlierto we have procured through Spain from Paris, we 
should not have known how the world went on ; and reports 
have so often changed the First Lord of the Admiralty, that I 
know not if I am now writing to him ; but that does not 
matter; I trust I am writing to an old friend, who sincerely 
wishes me as well as I do him. 

I have said all my say long ago on the subject of the Ships 
here ; therefore, I shall not bore you on that subject again. 
The fact is this — all the Ships have expected every day before 
the War, to go to England; therefore, when the War came, 
they wanted for everything — more especially to go to England, 
However, a good deal of that fever is wore ofli and we arc 
really got to a state of health which is rarely witnessed. I 
have exerted myself to get all the good things we could from 
Spain, and latterly our cattle and onions have been procured 
from France; but from the apparent incivilities of the Spaniards, 
I suppose we are on the eve of being shut out. Our length 
of passage from Malta is terrible. We have not procured one 
sintile article of refreshment from thence since the Fleet sailed 
(May 18th;) therefore, if a Fleet here had only Malta to 
trust to, the Fleet must go to Malta, for the good things of 
Malta could never come to us ; and in that case the French 
might do as they pleased, between here and Gibraltar, for two 
months together. At this moment I think the S([uadron, as 
far as relates to me, arc fit to go to Madras. Their hulls 
want docking. I hope to be able to keep the sea all the 
winter — in short, to slay at sea till the French choose to come 
to sea; and then I hope to send many of our Ships who 
waut what I cannot give them, to England, towing a Line-of- 
Battle Ship. 1 believe we arc uncommonly well disposed to 
give the French a thrashing, and we are keen ; for I have not 
seen a French Hag on the sea since I joined the Squadron. 
A fortnight ago, three or four Sail of the Line were under 
sail, and some had got a few miles from Sepet, but I believe 
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it was only for an exercise, llcports say they are hard at 
work, fitting out two new 80-gun Ships* Their lower 
rigging is over the mast-heads. I wish they would make 
haste, for our gales of wind. Admiral Campbell says, are 
harder and more frequent than ever. I believe them much 
the same — always very violent, and a heavy sea. But it is 
time to finish ; therefore I shall only say that I am ever, my 
dear Lord, your most fiiithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autogmpli, ill llio Sidmouth rupeis.J 

Victory, off Toulon, 27 th Septeniber, 180*1. 

My dear Sir, 

Tlic French arc not yet out, although they about a fortnight 
ago made an appearance ; indeed, some of their Ships were 
outside the harbour, but I rather think it was to get an exer- 
cise. However, thef/ took wit in their anger ^ and returned again, 
Tlicy are hard at work equipping two new Eighty-gun ships ; 
perhaps they wait for their being ready before they give us a 
meeting. I hope to be able to keep up six sail of the Line ; 
and with that force, although they will be superior in numbers, 
yet 1 have every reason to hope that we shall give a very good 
account of them. We arc at this moment the healthiest 
8(|iiadron I ever served in, for the fact is we have no sick, and 
are all in good liumour. The Spaniards are now so very 
uncivil to our Ships, that 1 sup])ose wc shall not be much longer 
friends. I have wrote to Mr. Frere, at Madrid, to entreat that 
ho would take every possible means to give me the earliest in- 
formation of hostilities ; and pointed out to him the length of 
time which w^ould elapse before I could know it through 
England, and the very great importance of my knowing it. 
1 sent a few days ago to Minorca, but the Spciniards would 
not give our Ship ; but Ca})tain Donnell}' learnt, 

that there arc three Frenchmen taking an account ot the 
revenue and how it is raised, and making every minute in- 
quiry. Does this portend a cession of that Island ^ I lear it 
docs, and the Miiiorquins think so — I should be very sorry to 
see that happen ; for, however valuable and important Malta 
may be in other respects, and no man rates its value more 
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than I do, yet as a place to get refreshments from, for a Fleet off 
Toulon, it is useless ; I always thought it, and now I know it. 

Since May 18th, the day the Scjiiadron sailed from Malta, 
notwithstanding that every attempt has been made, as the 
Victualling Board will know but too well, not one morsel of 
fresh beef or any vegetables have we been able to get from 
Malta; therefore if we had only Malta to trust to, our Fleet 
must go there, and leave the station for two months together, 
and the French to do as they please. Minorca may have its 
inconveniences ; but its'convcnicnces arc so great, that I trust 
at the moment a Spanish War is certain, that we shall be able 
to secure it; not but I am fully aware you want all your 
Troops, yet I ought not to pass by what my humble opinion 
is. I still hope that our great j)lan against S])ain will be 
able to be carried into clfcct, and that my Mortar rafts* •* will be 
used with great success ; I can find no one objection to them ; 
their effect is certain, and little or no expense, I had more 
to say on other subjects, but I am fearful of intruding : there- 
fore I only beg you to be assured, that every exertion of mine 
shall be used to bring this just War to an honourable and suc- 
cessful termination ; and believe me ever, my dear Sir, your 
most attached and faithful friend, 

Nklson and Bronte. 

It is near three months since we have had letters from 
England. 


TO ALRXAM)EU DAVISOiV, ESg. 

[AiUograpli, in tin; possession «»f CNaonel Djivison.J 

Vietoiy, SepteniliPr •i'Jll;, 

My dear Davison, 

The Proclamation'^ is so incomjndiensible to all of us, that I 
beg that you will desire Messrs. Booth and llasicwood to get 
me one or two good opinions on the rpicslions ; and if any other 
(piestion should arise out of the I^aw'yers’ answers, to get an 
opinion on the answer; for sending me a doubtful opinion, is 
leaving me as 1 am, in flovht, (huizing as we are, but lilllc 
news can come to us. Since July Gth, we have received 

* Vide p. < I, nnh!. 

•* “A Procliunalioii for Cirautin^ tlio DistiibnUon of Prizes,” (luted 'Jlli Jidy» 
lSn:3, A copy of it i» iu t)ic ‘‘Niual Cliroiaclc/’ vol. x. pp. 70 81. 
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iiotliing from England of a later date. The Spaniards begin 
to be very uncivil : I suppose this forbodes a Spanish War. I 
only hope to get early information. Since I have joined the 
Fleet we have not seen one Frenchman on the sea, but we arc 
waiting for the sailing of their Fleet, which we hope will not 
be much longer deferred ; for we arc a little impatient. Your 
kindness, my dear friend, in sending me out pamphlets and 
magazines has been so uniform, that I shall only say how truly 
acceptable they arc. I have only a moment to write thus 
much, but only believe, my dear Davison, that I feel myself 
ever your most sincere and faithful friend, 

Nklson and Bronte. 

Hardy desires his kind regards. Make my best com- 
pliments acceptable to Lord Moira, whose character I most 
highly esteem. 


TO CAPTAIN HICIIAHD IH’SSKY MOUBUAY, II. .M. SHIP ACTIVE. 


[Order-Book.] 

Victory, ott‘ Toulon, ‘siSth Seiitemher, iNo;!. 

Having received information that there arc two of the 
Enemy’s Frigates to the Eastward of Toulon, You are hereby 
required and directed to take his Majesty’s Ship named in the 
margin ^ under your command, (whose Captain is directed to 
put himself under your orders,) and proceed immediately to 
the Eastward of Toulon, in search of the said French Frigates, 
looking into the Bay of Nice, from thence to Genoa, and 
strictly examine any Bay between that and Leghorn, in which 
you may judge it most likely to tall in with them. Not finding 
them at any of the before-mentioned places, you arc to call at 
the Island of Elba, where it is probable they may touch. 
Should your endeavours be incflbctual to fall in with the 
l^mciny, in the course of fourteen days from the date hereof, 
you arc to return and join me on my Bendezvous off this place 
at the expiration of that time. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Phoebe. 
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TO COMMISSIONER OTWAY, GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Rear-Admiral Inglofield, C.B.] 

Victor}', off Toulon, September 29th, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

The Halcyon is going to put herself under the orders of Sir 
Richard Strachjin, but I have directed Captain Pearse'^ to 
carry the Gibraltar mail to Lisbon, and to bring back the 
mail for Gibraltar. The Monmouth I expect every day from 
Naples. She is to go to Gibraltar to fit out the Ambuscade, 
and probably to carry her home with the Convoy, which will 
sail from Malta about the middle of October. The Prevoyantc 
is gone to Malta, and when she has delivered her stores, will 
proceed to Gibraltar. I have been expecting either the Bittern 
or Termagant for this month past, and also something from 
England, but they seem to have forgot us. I am, my dear 
Sir, your much obliged and faithful, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in llio possession of Coloiud Davison.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 4lh, 1803. 

i\ly dear Davison, 

Your kind letter of August 15tb, via Lisbon, I received on 
the 1st, and was the first line I have had from England since 
the first week in July. Everything relative to yourself makes 
me truly comfortable. The King, I hope, will make you a 
Baronet, or a Peer, in the stead of a simple Knight. You 
know my answer to sucli dirty dogs as wanted to pull you 

down — they be d d. You are, my dear Friend, too wise 

a man at this time of day to run any risk of being a poor man. 
Recollect the epitaph, ^ I was welly but would be better.* But 
whatever you do, will have my sincere good wishes, and you 
know enough of the world not to be careful. I am truly 
sensible of your good wishes for my prosperity. I believe I 


llour^ Whitij.'irsh Pcui'sf was Lord Nolson’s Elag- r,i(Mitciinnf , and wit's 
promoted into the liiiloyou on the Lilli of August, istj.J ; he died a Lost-Captaiu 
njii a Compauiou of tiie Rath, in November 1832. 
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attend more to the French Fleet than making captures ; but 
what I have, I can say as old Haddock® said, ‘ it never cost a 
Sailor a tear, nor the Nation a farthing.’ This thought is 
far better than Prize-money ; — not that I despise money — 
quite the contrary, I wish I had one hundred thousand 
pounds this moment, and I will do everything consistent with 
my good name to obtain it. We arc healthy beyond example, 
and in great good humour with ourselves ; and so sharp-set, 
that I would not be a French Admiral in the way of any of 
our Ships for something. I believe we arc in the right fighting 
trim, let them come as soon as they please. I never saw a 
Fleet altogether so well Officered and manned. Would to 
God the Ships were half as good, but they are what we call 
crazy. 

You will have had the Power of Attorney for the Dutchman, 
and I suppose she will be given up to us. Of course, you will 
do what is right, and keep my Prize-money to help to pay my 
debt, which I am every month increasing. I do not write to 
Lord Moira, because I can only tell him that I am looking 
for the French Fleet. They must come out very soon. I was 
sorry to see his Lordship had a very severe fall. I hope he is 
perfectly recovered, and I beg that you will make my respectful 
compliments acceptable. 1 send a little parcel for Lady Hamil- 
ton, directed under cover to you. Pray, forward it to Merton, 
where I hope my dearest Lady Hamilton is well, comfortable, 
and happy. I hope next summer to be able to build the 
room, and I must write to Linton about the field, which 1 
wish to have to make the new entrance, &c., &c., provided 
she stays to manage the improvements. I will admit no 
display of taste at Merton, but hers. She bought it, and I 
hope will continue to improve and beautify it to the day, at- 
least, of my death. Believe me ever, dear Davison, your most 
laithful and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Buonte. 


® Sir Richard Haddock, Admiral of iho Fleet in the reign of King >YiIlium the 
Third. 



220 


LETTERS. 


[ 1803 . 


TO irii: RKSPKCTfVE FLAG-OFFICERS, CAPTAINS, AND COM- 
JMANDFRS OF IllS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE 
M I-:D L'lER RA N EA N STATION. 


[From a Copy, in tlic Elliot Papors.] 

Victory, ut Sea, JLtli October, 180, *3, 

Ills Majesty having been pleased to order the Blockade of 
Genoa and Port Especia/ You are hereby required and di- 


“ Downijig Street, August, 1803. 

^ “ i\ry Lord, 

“ 111 eonseqnoiioe of the information contained in your Ijorilship’s letter to Mr. 
Addingirni of tlie vJStli.Inno — t)t)i July, [r/^/e )». KK), ante,] and coufinned by viirioiis 
ciicumstanecs, it has been judged iiidispeusably neecssaiy tor bis Majesty’s S(“rvif(‘, 
to give imiuediatii orders that the Ports of fleuoa au<l Spe/?:ia should be pbieed in 
a stale of Jibickade; and tlie reguhar uotilication thereof having been made to tlie 
IMinislers of Ibo diHereut Neutral Powers residing ,'it this Court, your Lordsliip will 
receive the ueeessary iiistnielions for your guidance by this opiiortuuity from tliu 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


“The ho>lilo conduct of the (Joverument of Algiers towards the Maltese, since 
they have homi under tlie protection of his Majesty, renders it lU'ciissary that 
jour J.ordship should imuuulialely take measures for demanding that all IMaltese 
captured by the Algeiim; Crui/.ers during that period, should be forthwith released, 
and delisered up to whomsoever you may depute to reeeive flicm ; and in the 
event (d’ .th(! Regency of Algiers refusing to comply witli your d< nuiud, I am com- 
miiiided hy liis iMajesty to direct that your I.ordsliipdo adopt the most vig<trou.s and 
ehectual measures for taking or destroying ail Ships and Vessels belonging to tlie 
said Hegeiiev, or to the Subjects tlu'rcof; and that you do pursue every mode of 
distressing tliat Slate, until the Dey shall manifest a disiiosition to comjdv with the 
just deuiand which your f.ordship is hereby direeteil to makt', in liis Majesty's 
name, on behalf of the Alaltese I’eojdc li\iiig under the protection of his Majesty’s 
Coveruuicnt. 

‘‘ I’lie very judicious observations contained in your Lordship’s b-tter to Mr. 
Addington upon (he rolitical state of the. South of It.'dy', and the opinions which 
you have detaibal in your eon(*sp«>iideuce with his Majesty’s Minister at the Cotirt 
of Naph.'s, Ijave hccii fully considered by bis Majesty’s eoidideutial servants ; and I 
have miieh satisfaclioii in aef|uaiutiug ymir l.ordship tliat the line of coudnet which 
you have snggesteil fi>r tin: Court of Naples to pursue, under the erilieal eireiim- 
stances of its jircscnt situation, has been liigbly ap]»roved ; aiul Mr. Elliot will he 
iustnieted by Jif<id 11 aw I-;«:sbuvy to couMiiue t«» comiiiunieate with your Lordsliip 
iijioii «?very oeea -ioii velative to that subject. 

“ 1 am likewise m desire that your Lordship’s correspoudeiiee up<ui (hose*, and 
nil otlu r Political siihjocts, should he addressed to uu', that I may be enabled to hiv 
them liefore the King'', and to convey to yf»u bis Majesty's <-oiimiands tliercon. R 
iui’, iug been t]iou;.j;)it adv'sable to lake measures for reeruiting among the Swiss, 
and Mr. (hodu, ; h i' ing biaui si*ut to Swit/erhind for tliat pMr[iose, I am to desire 
that your Loidsliii; ,vill gi\e onh*rs to (be ( 'ommauder:-, of bis Majesty's Crui/eis 
umb r your command to receive on board any such recruits, in order to their being 
con\(ved to the Island of Malta, or to Cibrallar. 1 have the honour to he, &c., 
floDAii I 
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rcctcd, on falling in with any Merchant Ship or Vessel of what- 
ever (leseri])ti()n or Nation, boniid to either of those Ports, 
which may have sailed from any Port or place after sucli 
blockade was publicly known, to detain and send them into 
Port for adjudication ; and you arc also, on falling in with any 
Ship or Vessel bound to Genoa or Port Especia, whose Masters 
have not received information of the Blockade of those Ports, 
to accpiaint them thereof, and to notify the same upon their bill 
of health, or other public })apcr ; and you are also to acapiaint 
the Masters of such Ships or Vessels, that if, after this public 
notification, they shall be found on the West C^oast to the 
Northward of Cape Del Melle, or on the (.h)ast of Ijiscan}^ 
to the Northward of Leghorn, their Vessels and Cargoes will 
be sent into Port for adjudication, for a breach of Blockade. 

You are also to receive from each Master of the Vessel spoke, 
an acknowledgment of having received such a notification, The 
notification is to be wrote on the bill of health, or other public 
paper, and the acknowledgment thereof to be kept. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAITAIN 11. M. Sl.OOP • 

[Lelter-Booli.] 

Viflorv, M Si'ii, Oi'tobor till, l^o:). 

Sir, 

I have received from Mr. Falcon, liis Majesty’s Consul at 
Algiers, a letter, of which a copy is herewith enclosed, to- 
gether with your correspondence with him ; and I bog leave 
to have your reasons in writing for throwing any impediments 
in his way of coming to me, more especially as you demanded 
of hi/u a copy of my letter to him, which desired him to join 
me on His Majesty’s Service. Your not bringing iMr. Falcon 

in his Majesty’s Sloop under your command, is at this 

moment very prejudicial to llis Majesty’s Service. 1 am, 
&e.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO COMMISSIOXER OTWAY, GIBRALTAR. 


[Autogranli, in the possession of Rear-Atliiurol Iiiglefield, C.13.] 


Victory, October 4.1b, 1800. 


My dear Sir, 

On October 1st, I was favoured with your several letters, 
and you will, of course, supply tlic Ambuscade with no more 
stores than is barely necessary to carry her to England ; and 
as she will only be wanted to carry herself safe to England, I 
should hope that her rigging and sails taken in her will fully 
answer that purpose. 

I have wrote, on my first arrival, recommending a Commander 
to be appointed to the Prison-Ship at Gibraltar. The French 
having at Toulon refused any coinmimication with us, I do 
not think that we can liberate their Seamen. Those from 
Gibraltar would assist to man L’Aigle at Cadiz, and the Ships 
at Fcrrol ; but, probably, the Ship expected with dispatches 
for the Mediterranean will bring out some directions concern- 
ing them. If they were put in a Cartel, they would never 
go to England : that could not be expected ; and if they were 
rot in a^(>artel, they would carry oif the Ship as a good Prize. 
If it comes necessary to send them, it must be in a Cartel 
with a false destination — say Brest, and to carry them into 
Falmouth or Plymouth. The Master or Ofiiccr to have public 
and secret orders. We have 400 at Malta. 

As I send you a very fine Brig,*^ I hope the Gut will be 
kept clear of French Privateers. All English seamen will, I 
hope, be secured for the Ships, who are between 7 and 800 
short of their complements. As Captain Hart has just come 
from Naples, he will tell you all the Italian news, lie goes 
to fit out, and man the Ambuscade. I am, dear Sir, with 
great respect and esteem, your most obedient and faithful 
servant, 


Nelson and Bronte. 


® The Ituh'voii, C'ai»tuiii Tearse. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parlier, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October Sth, 1803. 

My dear Lord, 

I have put Captain Durban, who I never saw till this day, 
into the Ambuscade; I trust the Admiralty will highly approve 
of it. Ilis services appear to me to have been very great, and 
never rewarded, but liis merits confessed by all. I am — don’t 
laugh — dreadfully sea-sick this day, and as it blows a Levanter, 
I must not keep the Monmouth, who joined from Naples last 
night. Mr. Layman your Lordship knows very well : I have 
put him into the Wcazle. I am always, my dear Lord, most 
faithfully yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October bth, 1 h0;J. 

Sir, 

I have taken no steps to commission the Ambuscade till I 
saw (Captain Durban,** which was not until this morning. 
From the copies of letters from you, approving, by order of 
their liordsliips, his conduct on many occasions, and from 
several individual letters from Members of the late and present 
Admiralty, I think that their Lordships will most highly 
approve of my embracing this opportunity of promoting so 
deserving an Officer. I have appointed Lieutenant William 
Layman to command the Weazle, and appointed two Lieuten- 
ants to the Ambuscade. This is all the establishment 1 shall 
give her for her passage to England, as she will be manned 
from his Majesty’s ship Monmouth, and I hope that both will 
1)0 ready to proceed to England with the next Convoy. 1 
have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


** Captain William Durban. This '/caloiis and scientific OHiccr, ^^lM^ was made 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws, died u Roar-Admiral of tin* Blue on tin* t)tb of 
I'cbriiary 1837, a few weeks after be atlaiiii d bis blag. 
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i^IASTKll OF II.M. SIX)Oy» 

[Let ler Rook.] 

Vi«*lory, off Toiiloii, Ootobor, 

Sir, 

I have received 3 ^our letter of the 3rd instant, requesting, 
for the reasons therein mentioned, that I will order a Court- 
Martial on Captain (h)mmander of his Majesty’s 


Sloop : in ans^ver to which, I have to accpiaint you, 

that as you have not mentioned any particular case or instance 
of Captain ’s cruelty or oppression to you, I do not 


feel justified in complying with your recpicst upon such loose 
charges as you allege against him in your aforesaid letter. I 
am, Scc.y 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO T[IR RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Suhnouth Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October Oth, ISO.*! 

iSTy dear Sir, 

Some of our Ships cliased t\vo Frigates into Calvi, in 
(vorsica, and two Corvettes have been chased into llieres. 
The French Admiral mounted ^^esterday morning his Soa- 
Vane, a thing which a landsman would not notice ; but it 
gives a certainty to my mind that they wish to put to sea, and 
never was a Stpiadron of British Ships more anxious to meet 
them. I can liavc no excuse, nor do I want my (.-ountry to 
make any for me : if I sec the Enemy, my exertions shall he 
used to lay the Squadron well in, and the event, with the 
blessing of rrovidence on a just cause, wc have no reason to 
fear. Till the Battle is over 1 hope to write to you no more ; 
whether I survive it or not, my name shall never bring a blush 
on the checks of my friends. May God bless y^oii, my King 
and Country, and believe me ever your most attached and 
faithful friend, 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM LAYMAN, H.M. SLOOP WEAZLE. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 0th October, 1803. 

Having ordered that liis Majesty’s Sloop Weazlc, under 
your command, may be taken into the Mole at Gibraltar so 
soon as Commissioner Otway has completed the Ambuscade’s 
defects. You arc hereby rctpiired and directed to cause the 
utmost exertion to be used (so far as the same may depend 
upon you) in getting the Wcazle s defects made good, and 
the said Ship fitted for sea with all dispatch ; and, so soon as 
she is in all respects ready, you are to proceed and cruise very 
diligently in the Gut, for the purpose of keeping the com- 
munication between Gibraltar and the Coast of Barbary open, 
proceeding (as circumstances of information respecting the 
Enemy’s Privateers may render necessary) for the purpose of 
protecting the Trade of his Majesty’s Subjects, and destroying 
the Enemy’s Privateers and Cruisers which are stationed there 
to intercept our commerce, attending most strictly to my order 
of the 3()th May last, (which will be delivered to you by Cap- 
tain Durban,) respecting the non-interruption of the Trade of 
his Catholic Majesty’s Subjects, and the Neutrality to be 
observed with the Powers in amity with Great Britain. 

You are never to exceed to the Westward of keeping the 
limits of (’ape Spartel in sight on any account ; and in the 
execution of this service, you arc to pay due regard to such 
desires as Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas UVigge^ may find 
necessary to require of you for the protection of the Boats 
employed in bringing the necessary refreshments to the 
Garrison, or otherwise, as his Majesty's Service may rccpiirc — 
calling once every week on the Incutenant-Governor to know 
his desires, and to receive such orders as I may find necessary 
to send you. You arc to continue on this service till other- 
wise directed, acquainting me, from time to time, as oppor- 
tunity may offer, with an account of your proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. • 

N.B. — The Halcyon under similar orders. 


VOL. V. 


® Lieutenant- Governor of Gibraltar. 

Q 
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TO SIR ALEXANDFCR JOHN BALL, BAHT., MALTA. 

[Aiitogrni>li, in tlie possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bari.] 

Victory, oil’ Toulon, Oclohcr Olh, IKO.*!. 

My dear Ball, 

Your friendly council and advice is always most acceptable, 
and the wisdom of the measures you projiosc is undoubted, 
and should be followed had I the means. The state of Egypt 
is deplorable ; and I have no doubt that the French have 
made a treaty with the Mamelukes, or will with the Turks. I 
have not only wrote it, but impressed it on Mr. Addington’s 
mind, the necessity of his steering such a course as \voiild 
neither throw the Mamelukes or Turks into the arms of 
France. Whether they attend at home to these things, I very 
much doubt and deplore. I hope the (hipitan is, long bci’ore 
this, in Egypt — not that I believe the Turks will ever bo 
what they call masters of that Country again. Hie wish 1 
have of sending a small vShip now and then to Egyjit is 
frustrated, for I have them not. I want to place a good Sloop 
to guard our Currant Ships, and to look about the Bepulilic 
of the SoVen Islands. I want also to place a Shij) above 
Ancona. How far Captain Cracraft will be able to accom- 
plish these things with his small S([uadron, I am not sure ; 
but he shall have a letter to attend to your wants for (Convoy 
to both the Morca and Adriatic, for wdiicli ]n]rpose I shall add 
for the present the Arrow to his iScpiadron, and send Bittern, 
with 24-poiindcrs, in the room of Troubridge's son-in-law.’ 

I had intended sending Sir llichard Biekerton to Malta to 
arrange these and other matters, and, amongst others, to look 
at the place for the Naval Hospital, and to get an estimate of 
the expense of fitting it up ; but I believe, from ajipearauccs, 
that the French Fleet arc so near putting to sea, that it would 
be cruel in me to send so excellent an Olficcr and friend 
away, at a moment W'e may expect so glorious a harvest, i 
w'ould give a good deal for a copy of the I'rench Admirals 
orders, llcport says it is Deeres, a.s he fought iho (Injllanmc 
Tell so well. If he is a fighting man so much the better. I 
hope he w ill not j:uu away ; wc may wimt heels to catch 

* C’Mittuin Iiifhai'Json, of tlio .Juno, step-fion of Sir Tliomoa Troubritlf^Cf*. 
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[him] — that is the only fear I have. My friend Colonel 
Stewart’s brother is most heartily welcome, if it is at my 
disposal, to live in the Navy House. Apropos, Mr. Taylor 
has wrote to me about the houses belonging to the Naval 
Yard. Will you do what is proper on this occasion ? Ifwc 
have an Arsenal, the Officers certainly should have their 
houses. Mr. Elliot, I find, thinks Sicily quite safe, and 
Naples almost fit to bid defiance to all Buonaparte’s power. 
I laugh at what I read. I know them well, and so do you. 
This beating off the Tunisians^ will have a very good effect, 
and dispose them to resist other invaders. Again and again, 
only tell me your wants and wishes, and they shall be com- 
plied with as fast as my means will allow ; being ever, my 
dear Ball — ever your faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO j. V,. GiiJEirr, ESQ., ms biutaxntc majesty’s coNsur. at 
BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, oil' Toulon, (Ith October, 

Sir, 

In obedience to his Majesty’s orders, notified in the ‘ I^on- 
don Gazette’ of the 16th August last, for the Blockade of 
the l^orts of Genoa and Espccia, I have to inform you, that 
1 have issued to the Fleet under my command the order,’ of 
which I inclose a copy, and you will have the goodness to 
communicate it to the Governor wdierc you reside, and to all 
the Foreign Consuls, and others interested, in order tliat none 
may plead ignorance of the Blockade, or the consequences of* 
the breach of it. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


® Some Ships bobingiiipr to Tunis, with which State Naples was at War, aitpoar 
to hiivp hi'cn rL'imlscil in attempting to hnul in Sicily. 

^ Vide p. ‘ID. 


q2 
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TO CAPJyMy SCirOMnEUG, ir. M. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 

[From Chirke and M‘ Arthur, vol. ii. p. Jl‘27.] 

Off Toulon, 7th October, ISO.'L 

At this distance it is impossible for me to regulate every 
thing with exactness; therefore I can only repeat to you, 
Captain Cracraft, and any other your Seniors, that it is my 
earnest desire to give every possible expedition in getting our 
Trade safe to and from the Adriatic and Levant, and affording 
Sir Alexander Ball and General Villcttes Convoys for bullocks 
and corn. . . We must all in onr several stations exert ourselves 
to the utmost, and not be nonsensical in saying, ‘ I have an 
order for this, tliat, or the other,’ if the King’s ser\^ice clearly 
marks what ought to be done: I am well convinced of your zeal. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LIEUTENANT WILLIAM PE:\mERTON, RESIDENT AGENT OF 
TRANSPORTS, MALTA. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 7th October, IHO.'J. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 27th ultimo, actpiainting 
me tliat a Transport had sailed to Corfu, and that two were 
ready to proceed to Tunis, for cattle for the Army and Island; 
also, that General Villcttes had exjiresscd a wish to have two 
Transports, for the sole purpose of bringing cattle for the use 
of the Army at Malta ; I have therefore to desire that you 
will wait upon Sir Alexander Ball and know from him what 
Transports he will require for the use of the Island, and after 
having received his instructions on that head, you arc to appro- 
priate the number he may judge necessary for bringing cattle 
for the use of the Island, and also two Transports agreeably 
to General Villettc.s’ desire, for the sole purpose of bringing 
cattle for the use of the Army. The Transports for the 
service of the Fleet will, eight months out of the year, be at 
the disposal of the General and Sir Alexander Ball ; there- 
fore, take this into the calculation in consulting with them, 
which you arc to acquaint General Villcttes of, immediately 
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on receipt hereof, as it is my particular wish tliat the inha- 
bitants and Army should have every necessary accommoda- 
tion afforded them ; and in doing so, that Government should 
not be put to undue expense, or the Transports for the above 
service remain unemployed. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, olT Toulon, 7tli October, ISO;]. 

Sir, 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 27th 
August, desiring me on the Ambuscade’s being purchased, to 
appoint Captain 13urban to the rank of Post- Captain, Lieu- 
tenant YarkcP to be (commander, and Mr. G. GreensilP to be 
Lieutenant. 1 was sorry that having waited till the 5th of 
October, I then appointed Captain Durban to the Ambuscade 
and Lieutenant William Layman to the Weazle, which I trust 
(not knowing their Lordships’ wi.shes respecting an}^ other 
Oniccrs) that they will be pleased to confirm ; but their 
Lordships may be assured that the very first vacancy (which 
I trust will not be many days) Lieutenant Yarkcr and 
Mr. G. Greciisill shall be appointed. As I am sure their 
Lordships know the very happy consccpiences of a Fleet 
looking up to a Cominandcr-in-Clucf for promotion, that they 
will excuse my not having reduced Lieutenant Layman from 
the Acting rank I had given him, as he would not have been 
with me had he not been an Officer of acknowledged abilities 
and merit. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte, 

P. S. — The Commissions shall be delivered to Captain 
Stuart and the lion. Captain Elliot, and the fees received for 
them as marked thereon. 

* Ll(Mit(«unnt Robert Ynrk('r was inailc a rominauvler in 1^0-7, was I’oslod in April 

i\ii(l dlt/il between Is 10 and ls‘^0. 

* iiOrd Nelson appointed Mr. (ie'-rge (IrceU'^ill, wlio was a Midsliipnum of tlio 
Doi'.egal, to 1)0 a J.ieutenaiit of llnst Ship <ni the lOih of Oelobrr lst):i. he was 
promoted to Commander in Eebruarv isl-.*, and died in lliat rank between iS'JO and 
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TO iXATlIANIEL TAYLOR, ESQ., NAVAL STOREKEEPER, 
MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 7tli October, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have received your letters of the 4th and 23rd ultimo, "with 
the Instructions, &c., therein mentioned, and must desire 
whenever you may judge it necessary, consistent with the said 
Instructions, to muster the Crews of his Majesty’s Ships and 
Vessels, as they arrive at Malta, that you will apply to the 
Captains thereof to furnish you with a Boat for that purpose, 
and that I do not feel justified to make any addition to your 
establishment of (Clerks. Having so recently left England, 
those things ought to have been perfectly understood and 
settled by the Navy Board, to whom you must make applica- 
tion on the circumstances above mentioned. On the subject 
of the sails and other stores mentioned in your said letter of 
the 23rd ultimo, being damp, owing to the Storehouses being 
in bad repair, I am to desire that you will use every means 
necessary to put the Storehouses in a proper condition for 
keeping the sails. See. dry, as serious losses and consequences 
may arise from their being otherwise. But in making this 
repair which you have represented as absolutely necessary, 
you arc to pay the most strict regard to economy, and procure 
such vouchers for so doing as will satisfy tlie Navy Board 
with the correctness thereof, and that Government has not 
been put to any unnecessary or improper expenses. I cer- 
tainly think that English weights arc preferable to 31altcse, 
and ought to be used for his Majesty’s stores, provided the 
alteration is not attended with inconvenience to the Inha- 
bitants who you may have occasion to deal with. I observe the 
propriety of the Officers of his Majesty’s Yard at Malta being 
accommodated with houses contiguous to their duty, and 
have wrote Sir xMcxandcr Ball on the subject. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY 
[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, oft’ Toulon, 7tli October, 1800. 

Sir, 

Yesterday evening I received their Lordships’ order of the 
24th August last, directing that the complements of llis 
Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my command may be 
forthwith completed to the War establishment, and to enter 
and bear as * many more men in addition to their present 
complements as may be necessary for that purpose. You will 
please to acquaint their Lordships that directions shall be 
given accordingly; but upon this subject I must beg to 
observe that there is but little probability of procuring men in 
this Country, as there appears no inclination in the Maltese 
to enter into the Navy, The means to induce them shall, 
however, be held out, and cver'ything done that remains with 
me, for that purpose. 

I enclose you for their Lordships’ information, extracts of 
three letters from Sir Alexander Ball on this subject, together 
with a Proclamation issued at Malta for the purpose of pro- 
curing Maltese for the Fleet ; but I am sorry to observe that 
there are not more than four in the Squadron at present off 
this })lace, nor is there, as their Lordships will observe, from 
the extracts above mentioned, any probability of procuring 
more Maltese for the Navy, so that the very considerable 
number of Seamen wanted to complete the complement of the 
Ships here, must be looked for from some other quarter, I 
am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., AD:M1IIALTV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 7th October, 1803. 

Sir, 

I received, by the Childers, fifty-four printed Admiralty 
orders, dated the 30th June last, with the two additional In- 
structions under Ilis Majesty’s Signet and Sign Manual, dated 
the 2 Uh of that month, therein mentioned, directing the 
Commanders of llis Majesty’s Ships and Privateers, not to 
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detain or molest any Ships or Vessels belonging to any State in 
amity with His Majesty, on aeeount of their having on hoard 
organzine, thrown, and raw silk, the growth and produce of 
Italy ; or any Neutral Vessels which shall be carrying on 
trade directly between the Colonies of the Enemy and the 
Neutral Country to which the Vessel belongs : you will 
please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that the said orders shall be issued to the respective Flag- 
Officers, Captains and Commanders of Ilis Majesty’s Ships 
and Vessels under my orders. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVA\ NEPEA\, BART., ADMIRALTV. 


['Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Victory, off Toulon, 7th October, ISO.*]. 


Sir, 

I yesterday received by the Childers their Lordships’ order" 
of the 26 th August last, (together with copy of Lord Pelham 
and Mr. Falcon’s letters therein mentioned,) directing me to 
send a discreet Officer to Algiers, with instructions to demand 
from the Dcy, in Ilis Majesty’s name, immediate restitution 
of the Maltese Vessels mentioned in the said letters, together 
with their cargoes and the release of their rc.spcctivc crews : 

You will please to acquaint their Lordships that I will take 


• " Wliercas, tlic Ilighc Ilonouralile Lord Pcdhnm, one of Jiis Majesty’s Triiieip.al 
Secretaries of State, hatli, A^it]^ liis letters of tlic loth instant, transmitted to ns a 
copy of a letter witli its Inclosurc, wliicli liis Lonlsliij) Jiad received from Mr. 
Consul Falcon, ])y>\liichit appears that several Maltese Vessels have been capinred 
by tlic Algerines, and their Crews sent into slavery ; and, wherers, liis I.ordsljip 
liath, at tlie same time, signitied to us his Maijesty’s commands, that the necessary 
instmetions should be sent to the Oflicer commanding liis Alajesty’s Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, to demand the iinmcdinte restitution of tlie said Vessels, and their 
(hirgoes, and the release of their Crews ; \Ve send ymir 1 .ordship herewith tran^eriiits 
of the said letter and its inelosnre, and do hereby require and direct yon (in addition 
to our order of the 7tli of July last) to take the first opportunity of sending one cd’ the 
Ship.s of your Squadron, under the command of a discreet Ollleer, to Algieis, aith 
instructions to liim to demand in Jiis ^Majesty’s name froin the .I.>ey, tlie immediate 
restitution of the Maltese Vessels ahove-nu-ntioned, together with their Cargoes, 
and the release of their respective Crews accordingly. Yonr I. ordship will direct 
the OlTieer yon may emjdoy on tliis .scr\ice to be careful, on liis arrival olf that 
place, not to suhjeet himself, or the Ship under liis command, to the risk of capture, 
in ease ary liosti! • views tow.ards this Country should he entertained hy Hud 
Regency. Civen under our hands the iifith of Angnst, ] K 03 .-*~Wm. Ei-liot, 

J. Maukham." — Orufhial, 
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a very early op >ortunity of sending a proper Officer to Algiers 
with instructions conformable to their orders, to demand of 
tlie Dey immediate restitution of the Maltese Vessels and 
cargoes, and the release of their respective Crews, and shall 
direct the Officer sent on this service not to subject himself 
or tlie Ship under his command to the risk of capture on his 
arrival off Algiers. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO sill EVAN NEPEAN, DART., ADMIRALTV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 7th Octoher, IBOO. 

Sir, 

I yesterday received your letter of the 13th August last, 
with transcript of a dispatch from Mr. A’Court, his Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaircs at Naples, therein mentioned, respecting 
two French Vessels which were attacked by the Boats of the 
Cyclops and Experiment in the Bay of Naples, and beg to 
refer you to the extracts to Sir John Acton, Bart., mentioned 
in my letter to you of the 8 th July last; and also to request 
you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that the other 
Vessel was liberated by my directions at Malta, and sent back 
to Naples under the authority of 1113 ^ protection ; that the 
most strict orders have been issued to prevent similar pro- 
ceedings ; and that my marked disapprobation was signified 
to the Commanders of the Cyclops and Experiment, the 
moment I was made acquainted wdth their conduct. You 
will also please to acquaint their Lordships that the Vessel 
taken by’ the Spider has been delivered up, and that I have 

very severely reprimanded Captain of the for 

the captures he made under the Spanish batteries; which have 
also been given up. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NKDEAN, DART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Originnl, iu the Admirnlly.j 

Sir, Virtorv, off Toiiloii, 7th October, 180, 

Yesterday I received their Lordships’ order of the 20 th 
August last, containing directions respecting the Ports of 
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Genoa and Especia; and you will please to acquaint their 
Lordships that I had anticipated their order, from the Gazette 
of the 16th of that month, and given the necessary directions 
to the respective Flag-Officers, Captains, and Commanders 
under my command, in consequence ; a copy of which is here- 
with transmitted. The Active, Phoebe, and Childers are 
under orders, and will proceed from hence to -morrow to block 
up those Ports. You will also please to acquaint their Lord- 
ships, that I have received forty-eight printed orders, dated 
the 24th August, addressed to the respective Admirals, (hip- 
tains, Commanders, and Commanding Officers of his Majesty’s 
Ships and Vessels, directing them to seize and destroy all 
Ships and Vessels belonging to the Countries styling them- 
selves the Italian and Ligurian llcpiiblics; which shall be 
issued to them respectively. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADM IK A 1/1 V. 
rFrom a Copy in the Nelson Piipers.] 

Victory, ofl'Touloj), llli Octohci', 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint their Lordships, tlnit 1 have 
placed a Squadron outside the Straits, for the protection of 
the Trade of his Majesty’s subjects, and destruction of the 
Enemy’s Privateers and Cruisers ; and that there arc also two 
Sloops of War stationed between (’ape Sjiartcl and Cciita, tor 
protecting our commerce in the Gut. I am. See. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIKALTV. 

[OrifjintJ, in the AUmiiahy. j 

Victory, olT Toulon, ith October, 

Sir, 

I have received their Lordships’ order, dated the IHth of 
June last, directing me not to carry or send any Sbij)s or 
Vessels whicli may be taken as Prizes, into the Ports of 
Portugal (except compelled so to do by stress of weather,) or 
to use any of the said Ports as Naval Stations for the purpose 
of carrying on from them hostilities against his Majesty’s 
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Enemies. You will please to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that I shall give the necessary direc- 
tions to the respective Captains and Commanders of his 
Majesty's Ships and Vessels under my orders, agreeably 
thereto. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY MR. JACKSON, .MINISTER AT TURIN. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. ;129.J 

Sth October, 1^03. 

I will write to Mr. Drake the moment the Battle is over ; 
caution him not to believe reports : the Freneh have taken, I 
suppose, an invisible English Frigate in the Adriatic, or the 
Levant, or off the Coast of Genoa; but unfortunately for their 
news-makers, I have lost none. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO Ills EXCELLENt.’Y HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Urigiiial, in the Elliot Paj'erh.J 

Victory, olV Ttoilon, ^tU October, 

Sir, 

1 herewith transmit for your information, a copy of an order 
of the 4th instant, issued to the Fleet under rny command, for 
the Blockade of the Ports of Genoa and Port Espccia, and 
request your Excellency will have the goodness to order the 
same to be communicated to the Foreign Ministers and Con- 
suls at Naples, &c. I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO NATHANIEL TAYLOR, EtiQ., NAV.\L STOREKEErEU AT "MALTA. 

[Order-Rook.] 

Victon.', ofTTcmlon, Sth October, E'^On. 

Whereas the Squadron under my command are much in 
want of small cordage, twine, &c., and it being judged for the 
benefit of his Majesty’s Service, ns w-ell as a great saving to 
Government, to have those necessary articles made on board 
the respective Ships, You arc hereby required and directed to 
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send, by the first Transport coming to join the Fleet, eighty- 
four butts, well-packed and filled with hemp, if you hav'c 
them in store. You are to prepare a Transport (if hemp 
cannot be purchased reasonably at Malta) to be sent up the 
Adriatic, for the purpose of bringing a load of hemp for his 
JNfajesty’s Service, acquainting me, or Captain Schomberg, the 
Senior Officer at Malta, when such Transport shall be ready, 
that a Convoy may be ordered for her accordingly. All the 
cordage wanted for the Fleet, at three inches and upwards, 
must be made at Malta, with the hemp of this Country,' (at 
least, w'hat may be wanted more than the supplies from Eng- 
land,) which will certainly be a very great saving to Government, 
as well as a ready accommodation to the Ships, as they have 
occasion for it. You are, therefore, to turn your mind to these 
circumstances, that ready supplies may be had, and upon the 
most reasonable terms, and if it can be had cheaper than in 
England, to purchase a supply for Gibraltar, and even the 
Dockyards in England. Nelson and Bron i e. 

TO JUS EXCELLENOY HI GH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot ra2>ers.J 

.. 

My dear Sir, victory, oft’ Toulon, Octohor Stl., ls(i:L 

Your Excellency’s letters by the Monmouth came to me on 
tlie 4th, at night, and I feel truly sensible of your kindness, 
and the trouble you have taken in detailing to me all the 
means of precaution, which his Excellency Sir John Acton 
has taken respecting Sicily, and I full^^ rely that those measures 
will be continued, and that neither Sicily nor Naples w'ill 
want our assistance. God knows, we have occasion enough 
for our Troops without begging them to be received, and 
nothing but the strong order I brought out^ would have induced 
General Villcttes to part with a man from Malta. General 
Villettes writes me the same good accounts from Messina as you 
have done. The information of Captain Durban relative to the 
Tunisians, by wise precautions, has led to such a happy result, 
that I trust my Countrymen in Sicily will soon cruize against 
the Barbary Spates. I arn sure they could soon be brought to 
it. However, I have been so pleased with Captain Durban 


' Vide p. 00, ante. 
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for tliisj and other wise conduct on several occasions, that I 
have made him a Post-Captain, and given him the command 
of the Ambuscade Frigate. I verily believe, my dear Sir, 
tliat you are much mistaken about Sir A. J. Ball’s opinion of 
Sir John Acton. I believe he has the very highest one of 
him, and that his loss to Naples would at this moment be the 
ruin of the Country ; but he has thought that Sir John has 
had difficulties to struggle wuth, in giving his opinions, that 
sometimes thwarted his wishes. I sincerely hope it is not so. 
Dear Sir William, who was Sir John’s firm friend, against all 
Opposition, to the day of his death, has often told me that it 
icas so. I sincerely hope he has no opposition, neither in 
public nor jjrivate. The impudence of Buonaparte I am not 
surprised at. The Crowned Heads of Europe have to thank 
themselves. Our Country will ever resist ; and the King of 
Naples is the only King who has shown any spirit. He has 
felt like a King. Would to God he had been as powerful as 
I wish him ! Ever yours, faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ins EXCELLENCY JIUGII ELLIOT, ESQ. 

TAutograph, in the Elliot Pupevs.l 

]VXy dear Sir, Victory, October Bill, ISO.’L 

The Childers Brig arrived from Plymouth on the ()th ; and 
by her, I have had a full and entire approbation of my con- 
duct, both public and private;** but, at the same time, I am 
desired to guard, and to communicate those cautions to Sir 
John Acton and yourself, that we arc not lulled into a fatal 
security : therefore, notwithstanding the favourable appear- 
ances of the French withdrawing from the Kingdom of Naples, 
I have strengthened our Squadron in the Adriatic, and the 
(>oast of Calabria. It now consists of the Ships as by list on 
the other side, under Captain Cracraft — 


Anson .... 

44 . . 

. . 24-pounders 

Juno 

36 

. . 12 

do. 

Arrow .... 

22 . . 

. . 32 

do. 

Bittern .... 

18 . . 

. . 24 

do. 

Morgiana . . . 

18 . . 

. . 18 

do. 


■ Vide p. 210, niite. 



238 


LETTERS. 


[ 1803 . 

And I have recommended Captain Cracraft, if possible, to 
communicate with Manfredonia, and to offer to Sir John 
Acton and 3^oiirself any accommodation in his power, by 
taking a ^Icsscngcr, ^c., for Vienna. In short, my dear Sir, 
yon may rely, tliat whatever man can do for the safety and 
comfort of the Two Sicilies, none can have more desire to do 
it than mj’sclf. You will keep the Gibraltar as long as you 
want her, or until I can relieve her; and I am sure Captain 
Ryves saw the Troops safe to Messina. The English Merchants, 
if any remain besides Mr. Noble, I believe, would have been 
more correct in appl\nng to me for Convoy, than through 
your Excellency; but it is curious he has not sent you a 
list of the English Vessels waiting for Convoy, nor have I 
heard of any being at Naples. If they find Trade, it is my 
business to find Convoy ; therefore, let them send a list of 
Vessels to the Senior Ofliccr at Malta, or to me. I should 
be very hap})y to receive authentic intelligence of the desthicf 
tion of the French Squadron — their routey and time of sailing. 
Anything short of this is useless ; and I assure your Excellency, 
that I would not, upon any consideration, have a Frenchman 
in the Fleet, except as a prisoner. I put no confidence in them. 
You think yours good : the Queen thinks hers the same : I 
believe they arc all alike. Whatever information 3"ou can get 
me, I shall be very tliankfiil for; but not a Frenchman comes 
here. Forgive me ; but my mother hated the French. I am 
ever, your most faithful and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ins EXCELLENCY IIUCII Ef.LIOT, ESQ. 

[ Autogiaidi, in tlio Papers, j 

(. 3 .) 

My dear Sir, victory, October Stli, IHO.L 

I am glad that ^^our family negins to collect around you, 
and that you stand a chance of seeing Mrs. Elliot. Your 
taking ITarrimarf’ is certainly a real act of charity ; and wliat- 
cver 3^11 can do for him, I believe he will he truly" grateful to 
you. By bis letter he speaks of 3"ou as he ought, lie is most 


Viilo vol. ii. p. 7l ; and vol. iii. pp. HOO, 405. 
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sincerely to be pitied. The remains of Lord Bristol* are 
gone in llie Monmouth for England. If you will direct, 
agrecalilc to Lord Ilawkesbury’s desire, his effects at Naples 
to be collected together, and give me an idea of the quantity, 

I will send a Ship of War or Transport for them, and if Mr. 
Jackson, or Lord Bristol’s factotum at Rome, will send the 
effects from thence to either Civita Vecchia, or Naples, and 
will let me know when they arc at the sea-side, and ready, I 
will send for them. 

Two French Erigates have had a narrow escape. They have 
])ecn cliascd twice — once into Corsica with the Troops, by 
the Agincourt G4; and on Sunday last, by two Frigates, 
Active and Phoebe, into St. Tropes; but these fellows will not 
light, if they can help it. Never was health equal to this 
Sipiadron. It has been within ten days of live months at 
sea, and we have not a man confined to his bed : therefore, 
if these fellows wait till we are forced into Port, they must 
wait some time. 

May I ])resumc to request of your Excellency to present 
my 1 nimble duty to the King and Uucen, and assure them of 
iny eternal atlacliment to their Royal persons, and to all their 
family, and any other civil speeches you may be so good as to 
say for me. To be a (Jourtier is your trade, and I kno\v 
invsolf to be a cobbler at that work. But I am ever, with all 
sincerity of heart, my dear Sir, your most faithful humble 
servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

This will be j)rescntcd to you by my nephew, Sm William 
Holton ; you ^vill be so good as to present him to Sir John 
Aelon. He was l^ieutcnant of both Vanguard and Fou- 
(Iroyant. Do not keep the Childers; she has secret orders to 
execute. 

N. AND B. 

Your letter from Tiord Miuto was left behind by some 
mistake. 

' I’K'dci ick vVn^nisliis, Itli Enrl of nristol, niul Eishoj- of Dorrv, died at Na|)l«\son 
Ili«‘ S|li (if .1 |,|y iso.’l. ]U|*. laiiot wiolo Lord Nt'lsoii, tliaf knowiiifj tlio siiiti'rsfitioas 
dn'iid 1)1 suiloi's of havinpf a oor ]>“0 on board tlinr Sbif), ho had caused Lord Bristol's 
body to he packed and shipped ns nil unti(|[iio statu*' ! 
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TO CAPTAIX IlVVEf?,^ 11. M. SHIP GIBRALTAR, NAPLKS, 


[Aiitogvrtph, ill the possession of his son, Captain George Frederick Ryves, C.B.] 


Victory, October 8th, IftO.’i. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged by your letter of September 20th, and 
for the trouble you have taken about the wood at the Mada- 
lena Islands. His Excellency JSIr. Elliot will request you to 
sec the Neapolitan Troops safe to Messina; which, if not 
already performed, I am sure you have, or will have complied 
with. We have had nothing but severe gales of wind since 
3 ^ou left us, but we get on very well. The Monmouth was 
only five days to Cape Sicie, but we were blown off. I am, 
dear Sir, with real esteem, your much obliged and obedient 
servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


The Childers is not to be detained on any account. 


TO SIR JOHN ACTON, BART., NAPLES. 

[From ft Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 8lh, 

My dear Sir John, 

I was honoured by your Excellency’s letter of Septem- 
ber 25th, by the Monmouth, and you will readily believe how 
pleased I have been with the means of precaution which you 
have so vigorously pursued (detailed in Mr. Elliot’s letters) 
for the preservation of Sicily. Independent of my duty, your 
Excellency will give me credit for going far beyond that cold 
line in supporting your wise plan.s, and for preserving the Two 
Sicilies for our good Sovereigns. Only tell me how I can 


® Captain Oerirge Fre(l<*rick Ryves, of the Gil»rultar, an O/Tieer of reputation, liial. 
\vhcn in tlic Agiucourt, conimundctl u small .Squadron .sent by Loid Keith in lsu 2, 
to take possession of Corfu, and thence to the Mudulena Islands, to do all in bis 
power without using force, to prevent the French from taking j)osHessiou of tltciii. 
There not being any Chart of hose iKlunds, he constructed ft very uccurute survey, 
of wliieh Lord Nelson often spoke in lii.s Letters in terms of high comincndfttieii. 
For his services to the Kuig of Ntiples, His Majesty presented him with ft diiunoiu^ 
ring. Captain Ryves obtained his Fltig iu 1825, and died in May 1820. 
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most be useful to them, as a public and private man, and they 
and your Excellency may rely upon me. Notwithstanding 
some favourable appearances for the removal of the French 
Troops in the Kingdom, I have reinforced Captain Cracraft 
with two fine Vessels of thirty-two and twenty-four pounders, 
and I have directed him to communicate with Manfredonia, 
and to write to your Excellency to offer any services in his 
power, and to bring down the Adriatic any Messengers from 
Vienna which might come to Trieste or Venice. The force 
in the Adriatic, under Captain Cracraft, is, the Anson, 44 
twenty-four pounders; Juno, 36 twelve pounders; Arrow, 
22 thirty-two pounders; Bittern, 18 twenty-four pounders; 
Morgiana, 18 eighteen pounders ; entirely independent of the 
Vessels appointed for the protection of Malta towards Sicily. 

I have the pleasure, also, to inform your Excellency of his 
Majesty’s most full and entire approbation of my conduct, 
and that he j)laccs full confidence in all iny actions for the 
honour of his Crown, and the advantage of his faithful 
Friends. The testimonies of private confidence and approba- 
tion from the other Members of the Cabinet, arc too flatter- 
ing for me to repeat ; therefore I shall only rc(piest your 
Excellency to lay me with all humility at the feet of the 
King and Queen, and assure them of my eternal fidelity and 
vigilance for their safety, and I am, my dear Sir John, your 
attached and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTATX FOLFA*. 

[From Clarke ami M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. 

[[Apparently about October, 

H()w little, my dear Foley, do we know who is to go first : 
gracious God, I am sure, to all appearance he® was more 
likely to see us jniss away, than we him ! My dear Fole^^ I 
only desire that you will always charge yourself in rcinindiug 

® Captain Foley’s brother, Riclianl Foley, a Police mIio died on 

tbc Oth of July 180:1. A long eulogiuni on bis ebaraeter is in the iJeullcman s 
A/m/« 2 //ie, vol. Ixxiii. p. bsa. 

VOL. V. R 
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me of your nephew:' In whatever station I may be, I should 
be most ungrateful, if I could for a moment forget your public 
support of me in the day of Battle, or your private fiiendship, 
which I esteemed most highly; therefore, as far as relates to 
you, your nephew, and myself, let tliis letter stand against 
me. 1 was glad to see that Fremantle had got his old Ship 
again.^ If you are employed, I think the Mediterranean 
would suit you better than the Black lloeks. North Seas, or 
West Indies; and I shall be truly happy to have you near 
me, and to have frequent opportunities of personally assuring 
you how much I am, my dear Foley, your faithful and affec- 
tionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO J. B. G1I3ERT, ESQ., IlIS BBITAXXTC MAJESTY’S rONSL’L AT 
BARCELONA. 

Jiook.j 

Yictury, ofi’ Toulon, lOtb October, 180M. 

Sir, 

I received by Captain Swaine your letters of the 2Gih 
ultimo ; the Seaman and Boy mentioned in one of the said 
letters, were brought to the Fleet by the Haven. It is rather 
remarkable that the Vc.ssel with wine, which you ac(piaint me 
is gone to Leghorn, should have missed the Fleet off Toulon, 
as we have been but little distance from that place, since the 
beginning of August last. I am very much obliged by your 
sending the Gazette and New.spapcrs, and will feel particu- 
larly thankful for the most early information respecting our 
situation with Spain, and beg you will be good (‘uongli to lor- 
ward any dispatches which may arrive from Mr. Frerc or ^Ir. 
Hunter for me, and to send them, as early as po.^^sible, the 
accompanying letter for the last-mentioiu'd gentleman. 

I shall not fail to pay due attention to the supplies you 

^ At’. Ricluinl T-'nley. sun of C'ajiiniji I'(*lry\s tli-iMsjscd brullit r. Ho r-iitm.'il lln' 
Nitvy fi.s ti iMidsl.ipiniin of lli<‘ iAoj-ljanf, iimlor liis injolp's (-r^innnuul, in I'^OO, \\iis 
ttfierw .nls in the Anibnsondo, (biplnin Diirb.in, wa.s juado n rjt*ut(')ianl in ^1'“* 
ls(»7, SI ( orumindor in Alny LU*;, iis Jiiin* Is] 1, ainl dis-d on tin- ■b‘'id 

Dccen! lor, 

® Caplsiin i uji.jsijjtb; iifid been lultJy uppoiiitod lo the CungcH, which Ship 
hail cc iioanded I'l LopCJilnigei:. 



LETTERS. 


243 


yET. 45.] 

mention for the Fleet (through Neutral bottoms to Malta) in 
the event of a War with Spain ; and shall send extracts of ^^our 
proposals to the Agent Victuallers at Malta and Gibraltar, 
that they may avail themselves thereof, and give the prefer- 
ence to the most advantageous terms for Government. In 
case of the continuance of Peace with Spain, (which 1 still 
hope may be the case,) it would be desirable to fix the precise 
mode of having the Fleet under my command regularly sup- 
plied from Rosas or Alfaquez, with live bullocks, onions, and 
a few sheep now and then, on an average of fifty bullocks a 
week, taking into account the uncertainty of the weather at 
this season of the year, which perhaps might prevent commu- 
nication with cither of those places for a fortnight together. 
I, therefore, beg you will let me know if such supply can be 
had at Rosas or Alfaquez, and what the average price of the 
pound of beef will cost Government under the circumstances 
above-mentioned, for any given time, or from one month to 
another, during the winter season, payment thereof to be 
made by bills on the Victualling Board, as often as may be 
required ; and in the event of the Fleet leaving tliis place un- 
expeclcdly, a reasonable allowance will be made for any live 
bullocks remaining on hand in consequence of the agreement 
which may be entered into. I am, &c. 

Nklson and Buonte. 

TO MU. D. WALSH, MEllCHANT, AT nAllCEF.ONA. 

[Leller-Book.] 

Victory, oft' Toulon, lOth Oclolirv, IsiVl. 

Sir, 

I have received your letters of the 29th and 30th ultimo, 
and have read with much attention the proposal therein con- 
tained, for supplying his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under 
my command with wine and brandy^, under the ])rcsent existing 
circumstances, and in the event of a War with Spain, for which 
I am very much obliged, llic Fleet, at this moment, are per- 
fectly complete in those articles; but 1 shall send cojues ofyour 
letters to the Agent Victuallers at Malta and Gibraltar, that 
they may avail themselves of your kiiul offer, whenever their 
necessities may make it necessary. I shall be obliged by your 

R 2 
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informing me Mlicther you can supply the Fleet with live 
bullocks, liay, onions, &c., at Rosas, during the present tran- 
(|uillity, and also in the event of a rupture with Spain, and 
what terms they could be procured upon. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR TIIOAIAS PASLEY. BART. 

[Autograph, in the possession of William Collyns, Esq., of Kenton in Devonshire.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October lOth, 180 : 1 . 

My dear Sir Thomas, 

I was not fiivourcd with any letter from you, previous or 
since my leaving England. The conversation I had with you 
respecting Mr. Tailour, was at your house in Wclbeck Street; 
and there his name stands on iny list, I am sorry to say, 
beyond what I can form any hopes of reaching by the limited 
promotions allowed by the present Admiralty. They seem 
disposed to fill up all captured Sliips, and all those Captains 
Avlio go home ill. My list is full for such vacancies, and is 
daily adding; therefore, I only look for deaths, unless as a 
fiivour from the Admiralty, for this climate is so healthy that 
only two Captains died, in ten years, natural deaths. I can 
only say, that I have all the inclination to be useful to any 
friend of yours. Captain Brigg.s^ I have the highest regard 
for, and you cannot be more anxious to jiromotc his welfare 
than I am. I have received a letter from your protege, jNfr. 
Nairholm of the Bellci.de, and I will not be unmindful of 
him. The taking of the French Fleet may do much for my 
clearing the way, but I have more than fifty to make Lieu- 
tenants. Admiral Carnplicll was very" well when we parted, 
lie is gone to look for waiter for his Ship in Sardinia; for 
Malta is at such an immense distance, that I can send nothing 
there that I may w"ant under six or seven wrecks. I am, iny 
dear Sir Thomas, with many thanks for your good wishes, 
ever your much obliged, and faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte, 


• Of the i\;-uicourt, now Vice-Admiral Sir Tlioma.'i Briggs, G.C.M.G. 
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TO ADMIRAL Sill TETEIl PARKER. 

[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. ii. p. 330.] 

Mill October, 1H03. 

Your grandson® came to me, with your kind letter of 
August 20th, on October 6th ; nothing could be more grate- 
ful to my feelings than receiving him. I have kept him as 
Lieutenant of the Victory, and shall not part with him until 
I can make him a Post Captain ; which you may be assured 
I shall lose no time in doing. It is the only opportunity ever 
offered me, of showing that my feelings of gratitude to you 
are as warm and alive as when you first took me by the hand: 
I owe all my Honours to you, and I am proud to acknowledge 
it to all the world. Lord St. Vincent has most strongly and 
kindly desired your grandson’s promotion; therefore I can 
only be the instrument of expediting it. Believe me ever, 
my dear Sir Peter, your most grateful and sincerely attached 
friend. Nelson and Bronte. 


'J'O 

f I’rotn tlin “Naval C'lironick*,” vol. \x\ix. p. 131. The hlanks ia this h'llcr arc 
ill lli(? priiiU'd copy, and it is not in Uio Editor’s powi'r to till them np.] 

Victory, oil Tinilon, October 1 Ith, lS(i3. 

My dear , 

Your letter of July 21st, cjune to me in the Childers, Sir 
William Bolton, and I assure you that 1 feel very much obliged 
by your kind hint, but I do not believe one word of your in- 
formation: malicious liars arc alw-ays travelling about doing 
evil. If he comes out here, I shall be heartily glad to see 

him. I ?ec'Z/ know' his reasons for coining out; and even , 

was he an ill-disposed man, could tliat hurt me? Can my 
mind be turned against my King by any beings on the earth ? 
Besides, what is there to find out here ? Only w hat he 
knows, and every man in England and the Ilect knows — that 
I will fight the French Fleet, the moment I can get at them. 
I have no plans to divulg<; ; and if 1 had, I should not put it 

® Mr. ivter Parker, bcforr-nh-iitloncd, (\hU- vol. iii. p. 3“S,) aftorwnrds Ciiptaiii 
^irlVter Parker, Ran., wlio fell ai the .^loriniiiu of an Aiiicricnii camp, 

near Baltimore, ou the 30tli of August, Is i i. 
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in any man’s power to give information. In finis, I believe 
the gentleman to be as loyal and attached to the King and 
Country, as you or I are ; if he is not, why do not Ministry 

take him up ? My dear , some d — d backbiting rascals 

arc, in our turns, pulling ns to pieces ; you, I, him, and 
others. I shall close by my old expression — they be damned! 

In the Fleet I have not seen a French flag since my joining ; 
nor do I expect it, unless the Enemy put to sea. Our gales 
of wind are incessant ; and you know that I am never well in 
bad weather; but patience, I hope, will get me through it. 
Sir Alexander Ball is very well, but I should rather think he 
would be glad to be in the Navy again. I am at this moment 
confoundedly out of humour. A Vessel has been spoke that 
says she has seen a Fleet six days ago off Minorca; and 
it is so thick that we cannot get a look into Toulon, and 
blowing at this moment a Levanter. Imagine my feelings ; 
but I am, my dear , most truly, your obliged and faith- 

ful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOHN PALMER, ESQ. 

[Antograiili, in the possession ofl^trs. Pnlnn'r.] 

Victory, oil' Toulon, October l-ltli, 1 

My dear Sir, 

I was favoured with your letter of August 26th, by your 
son,", on October 7th. My time here has l)cen so very short, 
and you will conceive that 1 came out w’cll loaded, that in 
truth I do not see my way for even clearing the Victory once ; 
and I have upon rny list twenty to be made Captains. Mr. 
Palmer is the third recommended to me by the ])uke of 
Clarence, and I sincerely wdsh it may be in my power to pro- 
mote them all, more especially the son of an old acquaintance. 
The capture id' the French Fleet will make an opening for 
promotion, which I shall readily embrace. You may rely, 
my dear Sir, that I will not miss an opportunity, w'hen I am 
at liberty, lo be useful to your son. I am much obliged for 
your sending 7»ie the CorrcK[)ondencc of the Prince of Wales. 


^ At'urwyvils t aptuin Eduaiml Pjilnier, CM)., before iiiciiliouotl. 
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I suppose there must be some strong reasons for not comply- 
ing with his Royal Highness’ gallant wishes.® 

I think I see that the King intends to have the Prince and 
his Regiment attached to his person. As a man and as a 
Soldier, there can be no reason why his Royal Highness 
should not be promoted, if he wishes it ; but 1 believe we are 
now so well prepared, that the rrcnch will not venture the 
attempt at landing in England. Ireland is their object, and 
Egypt. I am ever, rny dear Sir, with every good wish, your 
most obedient and faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have received Lord William GordonV note, enclosing Mr. 
Kemble’s note to Lady Hamilton ; time may do much, and 
I have the inclination. 


TO ms ROYAL IIIGHXESS THE DUKF: OF ( LARExVCE. 

[Froni Clarke uiul JM'Arthur, >()1. ii. i>. 

Oir Toiiluij, Oetobor, 

I am absolutely, Sir, beginning this letter in a fever of the 
mind. It is thick as butter-milk, and blowing a Levanter ; 
and the Narcissus has just spoke me to say, ‘ She boarded a 
Vessel, and they understood that the men had seen, a few 
days before, twelve Sail of Ships of War otf Minorca. It was 
in the dusk, and he did not know which way they were steer- 
ing.’ This is the whole story, and a lame one. On the 8th, 
the French Fleet, as c?ountcd by Captain Boyle, was eight 
Sail of the Line, four Frigates, and some Corvettes. On the 
Olh, it blew a tremendous storm at N.W. which lasted till the 
12th, since which time, although Seahorse and Renown are 
endeavouring to reconnoitre, it is so thick that I do not think 
they can either see into Toulon, or find me if they do. Your 
Royal Highness will readily imagine my feelings, although I 
eaiiiiot bring my mind te believe they arc actually out ; but 
to miss them — God forbid! They arc my superior in num- 
bers, but in everything else, I believe, I have the happiness 
of commanding the finest Squadron in the world — Victory, 

* i ho Prince of Wales’ oelobniteil Letter^ lo ilio Kinpr, soliciting higher rank in 
llu; Anny than that of Colonel. 

“ Herond sou of Cosmo Cleorgo, third of Cioidon ; ho ^vas Receiver- Geiioval 

the Duohy of Cormvall, and died in May 
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Kent, Superb, Triumph, Belleisle, and Renown. Admiral 
Campbell is gone to Sardinia, and I have been anxiously ex- 
pecting him these ten days. If I should miss these fellows, 
my heart will break ; I am actually only now recovering the 
shock of missing them in 1798, 'when they were going to 
Egypt. If I miss them, I will give up the cudgels to some 
more fortunate Commander; God knows I only serve to 
fight those scoundrels ; and if I cannot do that, I should be 
better on shore. 

October 16th. — The Seahorse spoke me in the night; and 
made known that the Enemy were in the same state «as when 
last reconnoitred on the 8th. I believe this was the only 
time in my life, that I was glad to hear the French were in 
Port. I think Captain Keats is very mueh better in his 
health ; he is a most valuable Officer, and does honour to 
your friendsliip. Every day increases my esteem for him, 
both as an Officer and a man. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO TflE RIGHT IIONOIRAJJLE LOUD HOBART, SICCUETARY 
OF STATE FOR 111 E WAR DEPARTMENT. 

[Aulogrnpli, in the Coloninl Office,] 

Victory, off Toulon, October Kltli, 

My Lord, 

I send you my correspondence with the Bashaw of Tripoli, 
and your Lordship will observe, that he is, as usual, most 
friendly disposed towards us. During the time of Buonajtarte’s 
greatest success in Egypt, that he gave up to me, as prisoners, 
the French Consul, and every Frenchman in his Dominions, 
amounting to fifty-seven, and that his Arsenal was always open 
for the supply of our Ships. I have not thought it, however, 
proper to notice the indirect application for gunpow^der and 
grape-shot, on account of his War with the Americans, widi- 
out the approbation of Government. Although the Bashaw is 
fully entitled to every act of kindness from us, yet it will strike 
your Lordship, as it has me, that it might give cause for a 
discontent on the part of the Americans, which it must bo our 
wish to avoid. I have, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART. 

[Original, in the Colonial Office.] 

My Lord, Victory, off* Toulon, October lOth, 18 (Kt. 

Oil the arrival of the Childers on the 6th, the blockade of 
Genoa and Port Especia immediately took place, and the 
Southern parts of France, and the Ligurian and Italian Re- 
publics, will, I trust, severely feel the effects of it. There 
was certainly a difference between the situation of the poor 
Tuscans and those other Powers ; the former will always be 
ready to assist us against the French, whenever they can do 
it with safety to themselves. By letters from Mr. Elliot and 
Sir John Acton, I am glad to find that some active measures 
arc taking for the security of Sicil}^, and putting Messina in 
such a state of defence that it cannot be taken by surprise. 

I have told them some truths ; but I am sure they arc truly 
sensible that I have no further views in doing so, than to urge 
them to do ivhat is right for the security of the Royal Family 
and Sicily. I will not touch on Mr. Elliot’s mission. He 
believes that he is fully acquainted with the whole machinery 
which governs Naples: I owti I doubt that he knows more than 
they wish him ; but if they do what is right for their security 
I am content. I have always kept a Ship at Naples for the 
personal security of the Royal Family; and I have strengthened 
the Squadron which watches the French Army in the Heel of 
Italy, in case they should wish to cross to the Morca, which 
many think is their intention. What the real destination of 
the French Fleet may be is very difficult for me to guess. Mr. 
Elliot thinks they will try to have Sicily previous to their going 
to Egypt; others think they may go direct to cover the 
Army across to the Morca; others, that in the present un- 
settled state of Egypt, they may push with ten thousand men 
to Alexandria, and they may be bound outside the Mediter- 
ranean. Plausible reasons may certainly be given for every one 
of these plans ; but 1 think one of the two last is their great 
object ; and to those tw^o points my whole attention is turned. 
If they put to sea, I hope to fall in with them, and then 1 
have every reason to believe that all their plans will be frus- 
trated* 1 have, &c., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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. p.s. — I have given directions for the reception of the Swiss 
recruits on board his Majesty’s Ships. 

I transmit a letter from our Consul at Minorca, and the 
iiifiimous Edict decidedly against us. In short, our difficulties 
in the Spanish Ports are next to an exclusion — I ought rather 
to say, amount to an exclusion.® 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE IIT(?HT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART. 

[Autogranli Uraiiglit, in the possession of the Rev. Henry (liiillestone.] 

Victory, ofl' Toulon, lOtli October, ISO;.}. 

My Lord, 

. 1 was honoured with your Lordship’s letter of August 23rd, 
on the 6 th instant, by the Childers Sloop of War: and I have 
sent for Mr. Falcon to come to me, that I may consult with 
him on the properest mode of proceeding, in order to make 
tlie Dey of Algiers conduct himself with becoming respect 
for his Majesty’s Govomment, and all under his protection. 
Your Lordship may rest assured that I will not suffer, in the 
reparation I may demand, either the dignity of his Majesty to 
be insulted with impunity, nor those under his protection to 
be captured. At the same time, it will become my duty to 
take care that I do not rashly plunge our Country in a War 
with such a Power, and who, notwithstanding all which has 
been said, I have good reason to believe is friendly disposed 
towards us, and hates the French. 

On the subject of Mr. Falcon (your Lordship will forgive 
the freedom of my remarks) — he was Secretary to the former 
Consul, and such persons, however elevated their rank with 
ns, arc held very low in estimation with the Moors, There- 
fore he never was really well received, or looked upon by the 
Dey; therefore 1 can readily believe he did not think the 
turning away Mr. Falcon (in the ignominious manner he didj 
the same as if he sent away any other Consul. The crime which 
was committed in Mr. Falcon’s house was the very greatest. 

Keports have reached me, that just before the VVssefs 
sailing witli Mr. Falcon, reflection came over the Dey? 
and that he smt for Mr. Falcon to return. Although this 


TImh piirujp’uph was added in Lord Nelson’s own Laud. 
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would not have done away the whole of the insult, yet it 
would have opened a door for immediate reparation ; but as 
Mr. F. has not mentioned this circumstance — certainly very 
important — it may not be true. With r(,'spcct to the reported 
taking of Maltese Vessels with Passports, notwithstanding the 
' circumstances arc so accurately detailed, even to the Number 
of the Passport, I have still very great doubts ; for, notwith- 
standing the apparent public notoriety of the said captures, 
and the American Consul’s letters, sent me from all (piarters, 
even from Sir Alexander Ball, yet on my desiring of Sir Alex- 
ander Ball all the circumstances of where these Vessels were 
going, to whom their cargoes belong, &c. &c., all I have ^'Ct been 
able to obtain is the letter, of which I transmit a copy, stating 
— viz., ‘I think it necessary to apprise your Lordship, that it has 
occasionally been found necessary (in consetjiicnce of the 
scarcity of Maltese Vessels) to grant British passports to Sicilian 
Vessels for one voyage onlyy for the purpose of supplying the 
Island ; and iis there is reason to believe that they have some- 
times abused this privilege, by selling or otherwise misapply- 
ing these passports, it is possible that the Vessels alluded to 
in Mr. O’Brien’s letter, may have been captured under such 
circumstances.’ And to this day I have never heard from Sir 
Alexander Ball of the capture of any ^Maltese. 1 have now 
sent to him to demand from the Scntite, who, 1 understand, 
regulate these matters, the names of the Vessels, to whom 
belonging, Masters’ names, and the name of every man com- 
posing the crew, &c. &c. &c., that 1 may proceed upon strong 
grounds. 

The orders from your Lordship, signifying the King’s 
commands, are so perfectly clear, that if 1 cannot ])rocnre all 
the satisfaction which Mr. Falcon's case and lhcs(^ eaptnres 
demand, hostilities will be the consequence ; but if ii be 
necessary to resort to tliat measure, 1 shall certainly not give 
the Ley the advantage of securing his Cruizers, which at this 
season are all in Port, They usually begin to lit out in 
lebruary, and sail the beginning of April, returning l()r the 
winter in September ; therefore 1 shall, if possible, not resort 
to actual hostilities, until I can strike a blow, the same day, 
on all his Vessels, from one end of the Mediterranean to the 
other, 1 have the honour to be, ^c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE REVEREND DR. NELSON, IIIL130R0 UGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 18th, 

My dear Brother, 

Accept my thanks for your kind letter of July , which ' 
I received by the Childers. I sincerely hope that Canterbury 
will prove as profitable to 3'^ou as to your predecessor last 
year : perhaps, if I take another French Fleet they may make 
you a Bishop : therefore, I shall try hard whenever they give 
me the opportunity. They are our superiors in numbers — 
they being eight to six, which is the force I can count upon 
being off Toulon ; for one must be in turn in harbour water- 
ing, and I have Cadiz to watch with another, and one always 
at Naples, in case of accidents, for the security of the Royal 
Family; therefore, although the Admiralty may say, I have 
ten at my orders, the fact is I can never count upon more 
than six. If I am so fortunate on the day of Battle to have 
the seventh, I shall be very fortunate. For two days last w^eck 
I was in a fever. A Frigate spoke a Spanish Vessel in the 
night, who said that he had seen a Fleet of twelve sail of 
Mcn-of-War off Minorca, steering to the Westward. It was 
thick for two days and our Frigates could not look into 
Toulon : however, I was relieved, for the first time in my life, 
by being informed the French w^crc still in Port. They have 
a number of Troops ready for embarkation, but as to tlieir 
destination that is a secret I am not entrusted with. The 
Fleet has been five months at sea this day, and in two days 
I [shall] have been as long, but we are remarkably healthy 
and in fine order to give the French a dressing. I shall try 
and do a little better with the Victory than Admiral Kcppel.' 
We arc not remarkably well manned but very well disposed 
people. I have wrote to Dr. Fisher to congratulate him on 
his preferment, and if he offers his services you may be sure 
I will then clinch him for Mrs. Nelson’s brother. I think 


* Admiral Ki^ppel’s flag wa^’ flying in tlic Victory in bis Action wiili the C'uiint 
cl’OrvHlicrs. oT lirest, in July 17 nS; l,is conduct on wliicli occasion bcciuno the 
subject of two cc l -brated Courts Martial. It would m cni lliat Lord Nelson’s opinw” 
was uiifavoj.rabb' lo Kcppel. 

“ J)r. Jolijj Tisber was elf cted Bishop of Exeter in 1803 : lie was translated to 
Stdisbury in 1807, and died in 18 ^ 5 . 



;et. 45.] 


LETTERS. 


253 


this mode will be more likely to succeed than attacking him 
the moment of his appointment, and I assure you that I am 
anxious to mark my attention for good Mrs. Nelson, whose 
kindness I am truly sensible of. I am sorry for Mr. llolfc : 
if young Mott does not do something handsome for him, he 
is a beast. I had wrote to Lord Hood long ago to thank him. 
If Sir William Fawcet had not given us his vote he would 
liavc forfeited his word, and should the Phoenix come in my 
way I will notice Lieutenant , but I cannot make 

him a Captain. I have twenty-six on me at this moment, and 
sixty to make Lieutenants. It is not one French Fleet will do 
me service, and I shall be sure to offend more than I can 
oblige. However, if I take one more Fleet somebody else 
must take the others. With very sincere and affectionate 
wishes for you and yours, believe me ever, with the greatest 
truth, your most affectionate brother, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[I’xtvrtct from “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Liuly Hiiniilton,” vol. i. j). irjli.J 
Victory, off Toulon, October Istli, INOO. 

My dearest Emma, 

Your truly kind and affectionate letters, from July 17th, to 
August 24th, all arrived safe in the Childers, the 6lh of this 

month Here I am, one day precisely like the other ; 

except the difference of a gale of wind, or not. Since Sep- 
tember 1st, we have not had four fine days ; and, if the French 
do not come out soon, I fear, some of my Ships will cry out. 
.... I have just had a letter from Gibbs, of wdiich I send you 
a copy. You see what interest he is taking about Bronte. I 
begin to think, without some assistance like his, that I never 
should have touched a farthing. It will be ISOo, before I 
touch the estate. Neither principal or interest of the seven 
thousand ounces have been paid ; and, it is now eight thousand 
ounces debt. 

You will see, Gibbs, at last, has fixed on sending his 
daughter home ; and I shall be glad of so good an opportunit}^ 
of obliging him, as it will naturally tie him to my interest . . . 
• • To me, it is nothing. Thank God I there can be no tales 
told of my cheating ; or, I hope, neglecting my duty. Whilst 
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I serve, I will serve well, and closely ; when I want rest, I will 
go to Merton. You know, my dear Emma, that I am never 
well when it blows hard. Therefore, imagine what a cruize 
off Toulon is; even in summer time, we have had a hard 

gale every week, and two days’ heavy swell The other 

day, we had a report the French were out, and seen steering 
to the Westward. We w’cre as far as Minorca, when the alarm 

proved false I have received yoiir letter, with Lord 

William s and Mr. Kemble’s, about Mr. Palmer:^ he is also 
recommended b}^ the l^ukc of Clarence ; and, he says, by 
desire of the Prince of Wales. I have, without him, twenty- 
six to be made Captains, and list every day increasing. It is 
not ojif? whole French Fleet that can get through it. I shall pro- 
babl}^ offend many more than I can oblige. Such is always the 
case : like the tickets — those who get them, feel they have a 
right to them ; and those [who] do not get them, feel offended 
forever. But, I cannot help it: I shall endeavour to do what 
is right, in every situation ; and some ball may soon close all 
my accounts with this world of care and vexation ! .... The 
Secretary Scott is a treasure ; and I am very well mounted : 
Hardy is every thing I could wish or desire. Our days pass 
so much alike that, having described one, you have them all. 
We now breakfast by candle-light, and all retire, at eight 
o’clock, to bed. Naples, I fancy, is in a very bad way, 
in regard to money. They have not, or pretend not to have, 
enough to pay their Officers; and, I verily believe, if Acton 
was to give up his place, that it would become a province of 
France. Only think of Buonaparte’s writing to the Queen, 
to desire her inffuciicc to turn out Acton ! She answered, 
properly — at least, so says Mr. Elliot, who knows more of 
Naples than any of us ; God help him ! — and General Acton 
has, 1 believe, more power than ever. 

By Gib])s’s letter, I sec, he has sent over about my accounts 
at Bronte. He can have no interest in being unfriendly to 
me. Why should lie ? I want no great matters from him ; 
and he can want nothing from me, that it is not my duty to 
give his Sovereigns ; tlujreforc, why sliould he be against us I 

® Mr.T’jiJmnv is 'neiitioned in p. ‘440, ante. “ 

G Of '.loll. Vide p. M*;, ante. 


Lord William,” was Lord Willin’'^ 
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For my part, my conduct will not alter, whether he is or 
not. Our friend, Sir Alexander, is a very great Diplomatic 
character; and, even an Admiral must not know what he 
is negotiating about : although you will scarcely believe, 
that the Bey of Tunis sent the man at my desire. You 
shall judge — viz., ‘ The Tunisian Envoy is still here, ne- 
gotiating. lie is a moderate man; and, apparently, the 
best disposed of any I ever did business with.’ Could even the 
oldest Diplomatic character be drier ? I hate such parade of 
nonsense ! But I will turn from such stuff. Poor JVIr. Este,^ 
how I pity him I but what shall I do with him ? llow 
ever, if he comes, I shall show him all the kindness in my 
power. 

Octulu'r 

The Vessel is just going off*. I have not a scrap of news ! 
Only, be assured of my most affectionate regard. Bcmember 
me kindly to Charlotte : shall always love those that are 
good to Horatia. I will write her by another opportunity, 
llcmcmbcr me to Mrs. Cadogan. You may be sure, I do not 
forget Charles, who has not been well ; Captain Capol is very 
good to him 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO IHS EXCELLENCY COUNT WORO\/OW. 

[From Clarke mul M‘Avthur, vol. ii. \^. 

I !Mh OcinluM-, 

The Count Moccnigo lias sent me a complaint that three 
Vessels, one under llussian colours, and two under those of the 
llc])ubHc of the Seven Islands, have been taken by some 
English Ships, and carried into Malta, and that the only 
answer the Consid of Malta has obtained, was, ‘ The Judge 
ot* the Vice-Admiralty Chnirt is not yet arrived.’ Without 
entering into the merits of the case, of which I can kii()\v 
nothing but from the reports scut me of Shijxs detained or 
captured, whereof I send you a copy, your Excellency may 
rely there was great cause of suspicion that the Vessels or 
cargoes, or both, were belonging to Encinios, and were nicrcly 
covered with Neutral papers ; and it even strikes me as odd in 


* Dr. Laml)tou Eslc : who wiT be particularly noticed. 
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the complaint, they are stated as only bound to Messina, and 
that the other optional destination, Genoa, should be omitted : 
what occasion was there for concealing anything in an upright 
transaction? And there is another curious circumstance 
lately come to light, which is, I believe, that on board the 
Ship carrying Russian colours, the whole set of French papers 
have been found ; however, your Excellency knows, that 
under such suspicious circumstances none but a Judge can 
decide. My orders arc positive for the respect due to the 
Neutral Flag; and with regard to Russia, I have repeated 
the orders for the strict observance of the seventh Article of 
the Treaty signed at St. Petersburgh, the 5th (17th) of June 
1801. I shall only lastly observe, that one hundred and 
seventy French Vessels were in the Black Sea at the com- 
mencement of hostilities, and that by a magic touch of Mer- 
chants, they became in a moment Russians, Imperials, lonians, 
Ragusans, and not one French Vessel remained ! — Bravo ! 
But allow me to assure your Excellency, that I ever am, with 
the highest respect, your most obedient and faithful, humble 
servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills excellency hcgii elttot, esq. 

[Aulogruplj, iu the Elliot Papern.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October lOth, 

My dear Sir, 

Allow me to introduce to your notice, and I may add, to 
your friendship, Mr. Abram Gibbs, now at Palermo, lie was 
lately tlic partner of Mr. Falconet, and was always the intimate 
household friend of dear Sir William and Lady Hamilton, 
and, give me leave to add, my friend. I believe I am to call 
Mr. Gibbs a banker. Whatever kindness your Excellency 
juay show him, will ever be esteemed a favour conferred upon, 
my dear Sir, your most faithful servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO GEORGE NAYLER,'^ ESQ., YORK HERALD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Albert Willinm Woods, Esq., Lancaster Herald.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 19th, 180i). 

My dear Sir, 

You will receive herewith a letter from Sir Richard Bicker- 
ton, relative to his being gazetted for wearing the Order 
of the Crescent. I believe that this matter is in your line, 
and, therefore, recommended you to him. At the same time, 
I told him that Government was to pay the expenses of the 
warrant, &c. &c., as had been done for all the other Officers; 
therefore, if Government will not pay you all and every ex- 
pense, do not undertake the task without a further correspond- 
ence with Sir Richard, or I shall get into a scrape. I have 
sent to Sicily for the Arms of Bronte, and the Herald’s College 
there has sent for my English Arms, in order that they may 
be enrolled amongst those of the Sicilian Nobility ; therefore, 
yen will be so good as to send me out the same sort of thing 
whicli I sent to Germany. I ver}" much doubt that I ever 
paid for that, and several other things which you have done 
for me ; therefore, I desire (for in a man’s trade there are no 
coinprnnents) that you will send me out your regular bill, for 
I Sii})posc you cannot live upon air ; and if you are never 
paid, how is the pot to boil ? When I take the French Fleet, 
which I hope to do before Christmas, I suppose there will be 
more alterations. I am, dear Sir, with every good wish, your 
most obliged and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD ILWVKESBURV, SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR THE HOME UKRAR'niEN T. 

[From Clurkc and M*Artliur, vol. ii. p. O-}'!.] 

‘.iOth October, 1S0.5. 

I am happy in having anticipated your Lordship’s wishes, 
by corresponding with Constantinople. The French Fleet 
from Toulon has as many destiualions as there arc Countries; 

Afterwards Sir Georgo Nuylcr. K.II., Gat:or Principal King of Arms : be died 
Oct(*l)er is.*!!. 
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for it is ccrtninly by no means sure that Buonaparte always 
makes War upon Jiis Enemies. It is more to bis advantage 
sometimes to attack liis Friends, especially if they are weak, 
and wish lo defend themselves. I have lately added to our 
Force, destined principally to watch the French Army in the 
Heel of Italy, and it is under a very intelligent Officer, Captain 
Cracraft, — Anson, 44; Juno, 32; Arrow, 20; Bittern, 18; 
Morgiana, 18. With this force, I think we have done all that 
is possible to save the Morca and the Seven Islands, and to 
prevent that Army passing to Egypt. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IMS EXCETXENCY JOHN IIOOKIIA^M fRERE, MADRID. 

[From Clarke nml M‘Ariliiir, vol. ii. p. 3113.] 

[Apparently about ‘^Otli October, 1S()3.] 

I trust that Spain will be too wise to go to War with us. 
We ought, by mutual consent, to be the very best friends, and 

both to be ever hostile to France As probably this 

letter will be read before it gets to you, I can only tell the 
reader, that a British Fleet never was in higher order, health, 
and good humour, than the one I have the happiness to 
command ; and if the French do not rue the day when we 
get alongside of them, it will not be the fault of the Captains, 
Officers, or Men, but must be [that] of your Excellency’s most 
obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RTCriT MOXOrMlAlUj: LORD HOBART, SECRETARY OF 
sr A r E Fo 1 rri I E \v a r d i-: p a r r m i : \ 

[Autograpli, in tbo Culoiiial OHicc.j 

Vietorv, cfl’ I’ouloii, October -lOtli, ISO.'I. 

My Lord, 

I transmit your I.ordship a copy of iny last letter fron^ 
Corfu, which will inform yon of the state of those Islands nrnl 
the Morca. 

I have atided to the Squadron whiqh I had already station^ 
to watch the French Army, two more fine Sloops of War, 
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ordered Captain Cracraft, the Senior Officer, and 4 very able 
Sea Officer, to give his attention to the Republic of the Seven 
Islands, and the Mouth of the Archipelago. Ills Squadron is 
now composed of the 


Anson . . . 

. 44 Guns . 

. . . 24-poundcrs. 

Juno .... 

. 32 do. 

... 12 

do. 

Bittern . . . 

. 18 do. 

... 24 

do. 

Morgiana . . 

. 18 do. . 

... 24 

do. 

Arrow . . . 

. 20 do. . 

... 24 

do. 


Therefore, it is clear that I have kept myself very short of 
Frigates, in order that other services should not be pinched. 
I have, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY. 

[Autof^rnpli, in llio i>ossossion of Lady Berry,] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 1800. 

jNIy dear Sir Edward, 

I received your kind letter, by the Childers, on the Gtli 
instant. You arc right to be as quiet as you can, although it 
is vexing to be unemployed at such a moment ; but it is use- 
less to fret oncscU" to death, when the folks aloft don’t care 
a pin about it. Although we have constant and very hard 
gales of wind, yet this place is certainly very health}^ — much 
preferable for an invalid to either (bianiiel or North Seas. 
Young Forster® has gone with Captain Layman in the Weazle : 
this Ship was too large. The Seahorse is with mo, and you may 
be assured Mr. Steele" shall be put upon some Quarter-deck. 
I will mention your wislies to l^ord St. Vincent within these 
two minutes : what etfcct it will have, time must show. It 
will liavc my sincere good wishes ; for I am ever, my dear Sir 
Edward, ever yours, faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

® Mr. Willijmi son of 'l'lioin]>son Fovsior, E''(i., u Sin’jTOon in London, 

and lirsi ((msiu of Sir lalwnrd mid f.sidy Berry; Ik* act in ns Licmcnant in the 
Colossus, ai Trafalgar, mid was so scv«*rely wounded that he died at (i loralt.ir a 
'vcok after lilt* Battle. 

Mr. Steole did u.it enter the Naw, 
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• TO MISS IIORATIA NELSON THOMSON. 

[Autograph, in tho possession of Mrs. Horatia Nelson Ward.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October 21st, 1803. 

My dear Child, 

Receive this first letter from your most affectionate Father. 
If I live, it will be my pride to see you virtuously brought up ; 
but if it pleases God to call me, I trust to Himself: in that 
case, I have left Lady H. your guardian. I therefore charge 
you, my Child, on the value of a Father’s blessing, to be obe- 
dient and attentive to all her kind admonitions and instructions. 
At this moment I have left you, in a Codicil" dated the 6 th of 
September, the sum of four thousand pounds sterling, the 
interest of which is to be paid to your guardian for your mainte- 
nance and education. I shall only sa}^, my dear Child, may God 
Almighty bless you and make 3 'ou an ornament to your sex, 
which I am sure you will be if you attend to all Lady II. ’s kind 
instructions ; and be assured that 1 am, my dear Horatia, your 
most affectionate Father, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Aiitugrnpli, in tlie ])OS>.(‘s.siou of Colonel ’Ihivison.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October '-iLt, I SO;!. ^ 

My dear Davison, 

Your original letter of the loth of August I received by the 
Childers, and I have not seen a single Vessel since, that could 

^ The following is a copy of the remarkable C«)(licil to his Will, ihitcd on tlie 0th 
of September, ISO.'l, in which L<iril Nelson made the beepust to his daughter: — 

“ J give and bequeath to Miss Horatia Nelson Tlioinsou (who was baptized on 
the l;hh day of May last, in tlie Parish of St. Mary le-bfjiie, in the County ol 
Middlesex, by IJenjaniin la wreiie**, Ciirate, ami J<ihn Willoek, Assistant Clerk, ait'l 
whom I acknowledge as tn udopte.I daugJiter; the .s(Jin of 4,'I(K)0 sterling nioiw; 'i 
Orcut Britain, to be jiaid a: the expiration of ■'ix months after n>y dcecasi*, or sue 
if possible; and I h;u y dearest friend E.mina Lady Jlainillon, sole gnardiu: 
the said Horatia Ncls ii 'Flmriison, niilil she shall have arrived at the age of eight 
years; and the iiitere t of tlie said .£I00() to ho paid to laidy Hamilton for lier 
education and maintc! ance. 'I’his request of guardianship 1 earnestly make to l.aily 
llamUfon, knowing tl, at she will educate my adopted cliild in the piillis of ieligi'»ii 
inid virtue, and give 1, r those aceomplishmentH which so much adorn Iicrsclf, aii<l 
1 hope make her a fit wife for my dear nephew, Horatio Nelson, who I wish 
Tutury her, if he .should prove worthy, hi Lady Ilamilloii 3 estimation, of sU'it 
treaoiirc as I aii’ sure she will be.” 
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give me the least news. We are looking out for a Spanish 
War, and for the sailing of the French Fleet, both very great 
events to us. Our weather has never been good, but it is now 
terrible. Such a place for storms of wind I never met with, 
and I am unfortunately in bad weather, always sea-sick. We 
ouglit to be amply repaid some day for all our toil. I trust 
before next winter that wc shall have Peace, and be all quiet at 
home. By a Vessel just spoke from Marseilles, they report 
that 40,000 Troops are marching into the South of Italy, but 
wc can believe nothing these Neutrals say ; and yet it may be 
true enough, if they intend to cross to the Morea, or Egypt. 
I am ever, my dear Davison, most affectionately yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Hardy desires his compliments. 


TO COUNT MOCENIGO, RCSSIAN ENVOY IN THE IONIAN 
ISLANDS. 

[Froni Clarke ami M‘Arlliur, vol. ii. p. M.U,] 

‘2-hul October, I son. 

1 have been honoured with your Excellency’s letters respect- 
ing the detention of three Vessels, belonging, as was reported 
to your h^xcellcncy, to the Republic of the Seven Isles, with 
cargoes the property of Subjects of other Powers, the Vessels 
being chartered ; and that the Papers were not delivered to 
the Consul of the Republic of the Seven Isles at Malta. I 
have been positively ordered to give directions for observing, 
not only the Neutrality of the Seven Isles, but, in case of 
need, to assist them against the French. These orders I 
notihed on my first arrival ; and your Excel Icnc}^ will believe, 
that I did not fail to give the very strictest directions to his 
Majesty’s Fleet for their being observed. 

Admitting the statement of your Excellency to be just, as 
to the mode of procedure of the Captain of the Frigate, iii not 
delivering the l^lpers to the Consul of the Seven Isles at 
Malta, your Exccllcnc}" will, I am sure, agree witli me, that 
it has been, in that respect, perfectly correct ; for the Captor 
iii obliged to make oatli, that be has delivered every Paper 
found, to the Commissioners appointed by the High Court ot 
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Admiralty, and has allowed no person to have them in his 
possession. This law is so just, that not a word ean be said, 
and all Nations must approve of such a regulation ; for, with- 
out it, Papers might be kept back, or altered for purposes 
contrary to justice. 

With respect to the original detention of the Vessels, that 
must be deferred, on the belief that the Vessels and Cargoes 
are Enemy’s property, or that either the Vessel or Cargo is 
Enemy’s property ; in either ease, the necessity of carrying 
the Vessel into Port is obvious. This is a tax which Neutrals 
are subject to ; but if it should turn out that there was no 
just cause for detention, the Vessels arc liberated by the 
Judge of the Admiralty Court, after a trial, and such damage 
awarded as the ease may require. This Tribunal being 
acknowledged by all Nations, and more particularly by our 
august Sovereigns in the late Treaty of St. Petersburg, 
notliing can be more regular than bringing the cause before 
it as soon as possible, I am aware it may be said, why was 
not this done immediately? To which I can only answer, 
that I am very sorry the Judge of the Admiralty appointed by 
his Majesty for the Island of Malta, from some cause unknown 
to me, WAS not arrived. It is to this circumstance that ])oth 
the Neutral Power and the (’aptors have equally to regret the 
not being able to obtain an earlier decision. But wherever 
the fault or ticcidcnt of his non-arrival may lie, your Excel- 
lency will agree with me, that it docs not rest with the 
Captors ; and we can neither of us say, that any one has done 
wrong in bringing these Vessels to adjudication, until it is 
})roved so, I have every inducement, both of a public and 
private nature, to wish much prosperity to the commerce ol’ 
tlic rising Republic, fostered under the special protection of 
your august Sovereign ; l^ctwcen whom and my Royal Master 
so happily subsists such a perfect good understanding and 
harmony. I send your Excellency the report of the (hiptaiii 
making the seizure, on which only I can form my judgment, 
It ap{)cars, if that be coiTcct, that there wfis great cause to 
siis])ect, at least, the Cargoes being Enemy’s property. I 
am, ^c.. Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SriRIDION FORESTI, ESQ., IIIS MAJESTY’S MINISTER TO I'lIE 
REPUBLIC OF THE SEVEN ISLANDS. 

[Autogroph draught, in the possesBiou of Earl Nelson.] 

Sir, LVictoiy, off Toulon, 23nd October, 1803.] 

I have been honoured with your letter of 23rd September, 
enclosing one to you from the Prince President, relative to 
the detention of some Vessels belonging to the Republic of 
the Seven Isles. 

Although I have answered Count Mocenigo fully on this 
matter, yet I shall do the same to you, in order that it may 
come regularly before Ills Excellency the Prince President. 
You communicated to the Government of the Republic that 
I was entrusted to aid and assist them to the utmost of my 
power, in case of an attack from the French j and I gave the 
very strictest order to the whole of Ilis Majesty’s Fleet under 
my command, to respect their Neutrality : therefore, in those 
respects, as far as related to me, I have done all which the 
Rcpu])lic could possibly wish or desire. 

The detention of the Vessels alluded to, I am confident, 
musthave been made by an impressionon Captain [Richardson] 
that cither the Vessels and Cargoes belonged to our Enemies, 
or that one or other did do so; for certainly no Captain would 
hnowingly either risk his commission by disobedience of orders, 
or ruin himself by being obliged to pay for making an illegal 
seizure. I send you Captain Richardson’s report of two of 
the Vessels. The third, I have had no report of. I suppose, 
from your letter, that she must have been taken by the Braakel, 
who is stationed in the Archipelago. 

From the report sent to me, of which I send you a cop}^ it 
appears that the Parthenope and St. George belonged — 
cither Vessels or Cargoes, or both — to our Enemies, and 
although under Ionian colours and Passes, lawful objects ol 
seizure ; and the Cargoes being admitted by the President not 
to belong to Subjects of the Republic, I cannot conceive 
under what pretence he interferes for the Cargoes, whatever 
he may for the Vessels. They, by his own account, he can 
know nothing of, but what he is told. Captain Richardson 
supposes them to belong to Genoese ; and on that beliet, he 
was not only justifiable in sending them into Port if the 
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Vessels were proved to belong hona Jide (and not covered for 
purposes contrary to Neutrality) to subjects of the llepiiblic. I 
sincerely wish thc}'^ had been liberated. But Captain Richard- 
son seems to have conducted himself, — by the President’s ac- 
count, and no other has reached me, — in strict conformity to 
the laws and regulations of the High Court of Admiralty, in 
refusing the Ionian Consul the Papers ; for it is justice, and 
the law of Nations, that must finally decide these matters, and 
not the pleasure of any individual, however high his rank. 
Justice presides in the British tribunals, and even the Monarch 
is not suffered to interfere. I trust the President will be 
satisfied with this information, respecting our laws; and I can 
only re-assurc him, and the Republic, that as far as iny situa- 
tion will allow me to interfere, in any manner beneficial for 
them, it will never be omitted by, Sir, &c. 

, Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills excellency iicgii eijjot, esq., ilm. mimster 

PLENIPOTENTIARY AT THE COURT OF NAIM.KS. 

[Original in tbe Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, oft* Toulon, ‘i'iiul October, 1 n(i:L 

Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit your Excellency a letter from 
Captain Hillyar of his Majesty’s Ship Niger, dated the iOth 
instant, and to mention my regret that the Ports of Sicily 
afford shelter to the Privateers of our Enemies, so foreign to 
the laws of Neutrality, by which our Trade from Malta lias 
already materially suffered; and unless some strict prohibition 
is issued against the French Privateers taking our Trade from 
the Sicilian Ports and Shores, as mentioned in the said letter, 
as well as by Ilis Majesty’s Consuls, who have complained to 
me of similar depredations, the Trade of Malta and others 
passing Sicily must inevitably fall into the Enemies’ hands; 
I therefore trust your Excellency will see the necessity of 
adopting such measures as may tend to prevent this serious 
evil. I have the honour to be, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO COMMISSIONER OTWAY, AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir, Victory, off Toulon, October, ]80‘1. 

Gover’s Gun-carriages furnished his Majesty’s Ship Nar- 
cissus some time ago, having many of them broke, and ren- 
dered the Ship almost in a state of distress for carriages, I 
have to retjucst you will be pleased to consult with the 
Military Ordnance Store-keeper (and if necessary, Lieutenant 
General Sir Thomas Trigge) respecting some new ones being 
made, agreeable to the model sent herewith, as early as 
possible, for the said Ship; but if found impracticable to be 
done at Gibraltar, you will have the goodness to forward the 
model by the first opportunity to the I^ords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, in order that they may give the necessary 
directions respecting them, or the Narcissus ])eing furnished 
with other Gun-carriages in their stead. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO J. 13. GlBEllT, ESy., VICE-CONSI L, AT BARCKLOXA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, oiT Toulon, ‘’vitul Octobei’, 1^0:3. 

Your attention in sending wine for the service of the Fleet, 
and refreshments, was certainly very praiseworthy ; and as it 
ought to have been with me early in August, the Fleet never 
being off its station for many months, I still am at a loss to 
account for the conduct of the Patroons of the Vessels not 
coming to the Fleet : at the same time, I admit it is very 
hard that you should be a sufferer for such misconduct; 
what your rccompcncc should be, I must leave to the ( .om- 
missioners for Victualling llis Majesty’s Navy. 1 wanted the 
wunc and waited a month for it before I sent to other places, 
and it might have been on board our Ships in ten days at 
farthest, but that, I suppose, is no fault of yours. I scud you 
a letter for the (Commissioners of the Victualling, which I 
hope will produce the desired effect, and afford you all the 
satisfaction the case requires. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I have sent the letter to the Commissioners for 
Victualling Ilis Majesty’s Navy under a flying seal, that you 
may make the proper use of it, and transmit them copies of the 
letters therein alluded to. 
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TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR VICTUALLING HIS MAJESTY’S 
NAVY, LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Gentlemen, victory, off Toulon, 22nd October, 1803. 

In July last, I desired Captain Gore of the Medusa, in his 
way to Gibraltar, to call off Barcelona, and to say to our 
Consul, Mr. Gregory, that a hundred tuns of good Catalonian 
wine, with onions and other refreshments, would be very ac- 
ceptable to the Fleet. The Consul being in England, the 
Memorandum was delivered to Mr. Gibcrt, the Vice-Consul. 
It appears by Mr. Gibert’s account, that he sent wine on the 
30th of August to the Fleet, but the Vessels never came to 
the Fleet from that day to this. The reasons are set forth in 
the several letters of August 30th, September 12th and 18th, 
and October 7th, of which I have desired him to send you 
copies. Mr. Gibert feels the hardship of having shipped 
this wine to serve our Country, and that he is likely to be a 
loser by his zeal, which he certainly ought not to be. I 
must, Gentlemen, on your considering every circumstance, 
leave it to your judgment what to allow him, as I cannot 
possibly be a judge of these matters, llis Patroons have cer- 
tainly behaved very ill, for the Fleet has never been for two 
days together, without some one being in the sight of Toulon; 
but, as I observed before, Mr. Gibcrt, although he has been 
unfortunate in his selection, ought not to be a sufferer for his 
zeal and ready attention to my wishes. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

TO J. B. GIBERT, ESQ., VICE-CONSUL, BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Virtory, off Toulon, 22iul October, 

I am very much obliged by the news communicated to me 
in your letter of the 7th instant, and sincerely desire that 
Spain, for her own sake, may preserv’^e her Neutrality ; and 1 
liavc also to hope that the Fleet under my command will not 
meet with any unnecessary impediment in getting bullocks, 
and other refreshments, at the different Spanish Ports or 
places they may be ordered to. I am, Sir, 8:c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO J. B. GIBEllT, ESQ., VICE-CONSUL, AT BARCELONA. 

[Letter Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October, 1«03. 

Sir, 

I have received your son’s letter of the 16th instant, with 
the translation of an official Note from the Captain General of 
Barcelona therein mentioned, respecting a Catalonian Barque 
plundered by a Privateer under English colours : in answer 
to which, if the said Privateer belongs to Gibraltar, I would 
recommend sending the complaint to his Excellency, Lieu- 
tenant General Sir Thomas Triggo, in order that the (]om- 
inander of her may be punished as the law directs. The 
Master’s name being known, the verification can easily be 
made at Gibraltar. I am, 8:c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO J, B. GIBEIU', ESQ., VICE-CONSUL, BAKCELON/^. 

[Le tier- Book.] 

Victory, Toulon, 22iul October, 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 7th instant, acquainting 
mo with the supplies of bullocks which can be had for the 
Fleet under iny commaud, at Alli«[ucz ; but as it will not be 
practiciiblc to take them from that place, there not being 
sufficient water to carry the Squadron there with safety for 
that purpose ; I must, therefore, with expressing myself much 
obliged by your ready attention to iny wishes in .’this respect, 
decline using Alfaqucz for the supply of bullocks, from the 
reasons above mentioned, as well as the very high charge 
made for them. The Fleet under my command can be sup- 
plied from different quarters on mucli more reasonable terms. 
I am, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 

I'O THE COMMISSIONERS FOR VICTUALLING illS MAJESTY’S 
NAVY, LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, '^'hnX October, 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith transmit for your information, copy of my letter 
to your Board of this date, sent to Mr. Gibert, llis Majesty’s 
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Vice-Consul at Barcelona, together with copies and extracts 
of four letters from him on the subject of the wine, &c., said 
to be shipped for the Fleet under my command, as therein 
mentioned, in order that you may take the same into con- 
sideration, and make such allowance, for the losses he may 
have sustained, as you judge proper, which, notwithstanding 
what he sets forth, may not be so considerable, as it is natural 
to suppose men in business would have taken the precaution 
of insuring the safe delivery of their cargoes. Political reasons 
may, however, induce this last mentioned circumstance to be 
regarded in another point of view, and not to inlliicnce your 
decision against him. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADiMIRALT^'. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, ofl* Toulon, October, ISO.'l. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lord Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that judging it necessary for the good of Ilis 
Majesty’s Service that some person should be appointed to the 
Ambuscade, to take charge of the provisions as Purser, I have 
appointed Mr. John Sullivan, late Clerk of His Majesty’s 
Ship Belleisle, who has been upwards of six years in the 
Service, and recommended to me as a deserving young man. 
I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE PRINCIPAL OEFJCKRS AM) C0M:\I1SSI0NKUS OF lIJS 
MAJESTY’S NAVY, J.ONDON. 

[Lettrr-Book.] 

Victory, off Touloji, October, 

Gentlemen, 

Several Seamen having deserted from the Fleet under my 
command, at the Bay of Rosa.s, where the Ships have gone to 
wood and water, e^c., I directed Mr. Gibcrt, his Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Barcelona, to give forty shillings for each 
Deserter which might be apprehended, and acquainted him 
that the usual allowance of nine-pence per day would be 
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made for their subsistence during the time they remained in 
custody. These sums Mr. Gibert receives from Mr. John 
Hunter, his Majesty’s Consul-General at Madrid, who will 
draw upon your Board for the amount, and transmit the 
regular vouchers at the same time ; the forty shillings will be 
charged against each of such Deserters, when they join their 
respective Ships. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOHN HUNTER, ESQ., HIS MAJESTY’S CONSUL'-GEXERAL. 

MADRID. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Viotoiy, oft’ Toulon, '2-2iul October, 1800. 

Sir, 

I have rccciv'cd ^'Oiir letter of the 8tli instant, and beg to 
observe that it is on the Navy Board you are to draw for the 
forty shillings allowed for apprehending each Deserter, as w'cll 
as for subsisting them afterwards. I have wrote to the Com- 
missioners of the Navy upon this subject, in order that the 
Bills you may have occasion to draw upon them for this ser- 
vice, may be duly attended to. The necessary vouchers for 
such disbursements must be regularly transmitted to that 
Board. I arn, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SPIIUDTON FOREST!, ESQ., CORFU. 

[Autop^niMh ilraufjlit, in the possession of Earl Nelson.] 

Victory, oflT Toulon, J2‘.2nil October, Is0:l. 

Sir, 

I have received by the Niger, Captain Ilillyar, duplicate of 
your letter of August 23rd, and triplicate of yours of July 
25th, for which I am much obliged to you ; and also your 
letter of September 23rd. In reply to the first part of your 
letter, I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have enlarged the 
Squadron destined to w^atch the French at Otranto, Brindisi, 
See. &c., and have given Captain Cracraft, the Senior Captain, 
orders to call occasionally at Corfu, and to afford every assist- 
ance to the llepublic of the Seven Isles, which I am sure he 
will do. 
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To the second part of your letter ; You say that you would 
* write to AH Pacha, that your Lordship had transmitted his 
letters, &c.’ I am vci’y sorry for my omission, but I trans- 
mitted them to Mr. Ad . . . . m [Addington ?] the moment I 
received them, the 24th August. I am really much interested 
for Ali Pacha ; for he has always been a stanch friend to the 
English, and most particularly kind to me ; and if T ever 
should go to Corfu, I shall certainly, if he is within a few 
days’ reach, go and see him. I am very happy to find that 
the powder and ball sent by the Arab has been seized, and 
some of the troublesome Greeks removed. 

I have given Captain Cracraft such directions for the pro- 
tection of our commerce, as cannot fail of the desired cflcct, 
unless the Republic allow the Enemy’s Privateers to be shel- 
tered in . their Ports, and from thence make depredations, as 
has, I am sorry to say, been the case in Sicily. Your attention 
to every part of your duty leaves me nothing to recommend, 
and I only beg that you will assure the Government of the 
Republic of my sincere good wishes for its prosperity, and be 
assured I am, with the highest respect, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant. Nelson and Bronte. 

You will be so good as to forward my letters; and you 
mentioned sending the two letters from his Excellency Mr. 
Drummond : I only received one dated July 13th. 


TO WILLTAAI WILLIAMS, ESQ., PLYMOUTH DOCK. 

[From a Fnc-siraile.J 

Victory, off Toulon, October ‘J.'lnl, iHu:}. 

My dear Sir, 

I return you many thanks for your kind remembrance of 
me, and I feel very much obliged by your present of Scilly 
ling, which Mr. (Hiapinan delivered on the arrival of tlio 
Childers. I am watching and praying for the sailing of the 
Enemy’s Fleet, and, with the Ships with me, I have no fear 
]iut we shall give a vciy good account of them. I sincerely 
condole on your loss ; but some of us arc always called before 
the others, and we know not whose turn may be next. We 
none of us can escape the grim gentleman. I beg you will 
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give my remembrances to any of our joint friends at Plymouth. 
I have not time to answer Captain SpicerV kind letter. Believe 
me ever, my dear Sir, yours most faithfully, 

Nelson and Bhonte. 

^ TO REAR-ADIMIRAL MACNAIMARA RUSSELL.® 

[From Clarke and M'Aitlmr, vol. ii. p. UyC.] 

October, 1803. 

Here I am, waiting the pleasure of these fellows at Toulon, 
and we only long to get fairly alongside of them. I dare say, 
there would be some spare liatSy by the time we had done. 
You are a pleasant fellow at all times; and, as Commodore 
Johnstone said of General Meadows, ‘ I have no doubt but 
your company would be delightful on the day of Battle to your 
friends, but damned bad for your enemies.’ I desire, my dear 
Russell, you will always consider me as one of the sincerest of 
the former. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms FA'CKLLENCY lIL’Gll ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Antogriiph, in the Elliot Eapevs.] 

Victory, off Toulon, October SOrd, 1^03, 

My dear Sir, 

Be so good as to send my letter to Mr. Jackson, and answer 
such parts as relate to the Gibraltar, and if she can be spared 
for a few days to carry the Sardinian Galley with his Royal 
Highness over to Caglitiri, I am sure Captain Ryves on being 
asked to do it, will perform this service wdth iiuicli pleasure.'-' 
We arc all well, and ever, my dear Sir, your faithful and 
obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

^ Captiiin J’etcr Spicer, thou a I’ost Eip'tiiin, who wa.s ii Lioiiuuiimt of (lie Agu- 
nuuuuoji, nud the Captiiiii, uiidor Lord Nelson’s ronnnimd. J’idc vol. i. o(H>, ^ol. ii. 

L Ilf died ubout I83U. ^ 

** Rciir-Adjuirul 'rhonuis Mneuamara Russell. A AE inoir of this Onicor, ^\lio died 
au Admiral of the White in 1 h‘ 4;1 or will bo found in the X<iv(tl Clinnticlr, 

vt)l. xvii. 

® I’ho (librnllar did convoy tho S.ardiiiinu Pi iuoo to Cagliari ; for which service 
tile King of Sardinia preseuted Capuuii Ryvt^ with u gold suull’-bo.x. 
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TO CAPTAIN DONNELLY, H.M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Autograph, iu tlie possession of the late Adam Bromilow, Es(p] 

V ictoiy, ofi’ Toulon, October 24th, 1803. 

Sir, 

I am going with the Squadron to the Madalena Islands to 
water, and shall return to the Rendezvous as soon as possible ; 
but I think it will be about fourteen days from this time ; 
you will, therefore, with the Seahorse under your command, 
remain off Toulon, and occasionally on the Rendezvous, till my 
return, taking every care in j^our power that the French Fleet 
do not put to sea without your knowing it; and, in case of their 
coming out, you will send the Seahorse direct to me, to let me 
be acquainted with it; and you will endeavour yourself to 
ascertain their intended route, by which time I may be able 
to have the Fleet ready for putting to sea. I expect the 
Termagant with dispatches from Gibraltar; you will, there- 
fore, direct her Commander to come to me at the Madalena 
Islands, cautioning him not to entangle himself with the 
Islands, unless he is assured, by sending his boat on shore to 
the town of Madalena, or exchanging signals with the Fleet, 
that it is safe to approach. Should yon fall in with either the 
Canopus or Renown, you will acquaint Admiral Campbell 
and Captain White^ where I am, and of my desire for their 
immediate junction with me. Should certain circumstances 
occur, which I cannot forsee, I rely on your ability and zeal 
for acting in the properest manner for his Majesty’s service ; 
and I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Captain John Chainhers Wliite, of the Renown: he died a Knight Commander 
of the JJaih, Vice-Admiral of the White, and Cominander-ia-Cliief at Shceniess, in 
January 18 lO. 
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rillVATE JOURNAL,® FROM OCTOBER 25TII TO OCTOBER SlS'I’, 
1803. 

[From Claike and M'AiUmr, vol. ii. p. 330.] 

October 25th, saw Corsica and Cape Longo Sardo; from 
noon to daylight next morning, wc had a heavy swell with 
squally weather. During the whole of the 26tb, lost ground 


* Tills private Journal lias not been found ; but two small Books are preserved 
ill wliicli Lord Nelson daily entered, in bis own band, tlie state of the Barometer, 
Weather, and Wind twice, three times, and occasionally four, live, and even six times 
in every twenty-four hours, from the 21th of October 1803, to the 13th of May 1605. 
A few extracts from these entries may be considered interesting: — 

“STATE OF THE WEATHER BY THE BAROMETER, 1803. 


Week day. 

Month Day. 

Time taken. 

liUse & Fall of thcBaromctcri 

State of the Weather and 

A.M. and p.M. 

Degrees. 

Lines. 

Tenths. 

Wind. 


October 






Monday 

21 

7 A.M. 

20 

0 

0 

A heavy swell from N.W. 



Noon. 

30 

1 


Liglit airs. Variable. 



7 p.M. 

30 

1 1 

7 

Fine weather. Wind North. 

Tuesday 

25 

7 A.M. 

30 

1 

7 

Wind E.N.E. Fine breezes 







and clear. 



Noon. 

30 

o 

— 

Calm, and at times fresh 



1 P..M. 

30 

1 

0 

breezes ; but very fun'. 



10 P.M. 

30 

2 

o 

Fresh breezes, and a swell 







at East. 


December 






6utui'(lay 

10 

7 A.M. 

30 

1 

7 

Strong breezes, N.N.W. 



2 P.M. 

— 

— 

0 

Ditto weather. Anelmred 







under Cape Tolari, in 20 
fathoms water, opposite a 
s.aady Bay, the Cape bear- 
ing W.S.W. by compass. 

N.B. — From Friday morning 

the Barometer has been 


rising, and yet, for two days 

and one night, 1 never saw 


sui'U n succession of heavy 

scinnlls of wind. 

hail, and 


ruin. 






1 

Fcbrnni’y 


1 1 

1 

1 


Ronday 

[18011 


Never so high. 


23 

7 A.M. 

30 

5 

1 

Fine weather. Wind E.N.E. 

.. 


7 p.M. 

— 

4 

0 

Fine weather. Wind West. 


October 




1 


Wednesday ' 

1801 

Never rose .so much in a given time. 


31 

7 A.M. 

30 

0 

0 

Nearly calm, North. 



1 8 p.M. 

30 

0 

8 

Light airs, 8.S.W, 


* At 0 p.M. of the preceding day, the Barometer was 20° j' 0". — Edixob. 


VOL. V. 
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all clay. The next day, we had strong breezes at E.S.E., 
directly through the Straits, and found we had gained two 
points to the Eastward in the night. Throughout the ensuing 
night we had strong gales, and were under reefed courses. 
At six o’clock the next evening, having split many sails, we 
found ourselves abreast of Isle Rosso. All night strong gales. 

Saturday, October 29th, found ourselves about five leagues 
directly to leeward of the place we left last night. At day- 
light, made sail under close-reefed topsails and reefed courses, 
with a very strong current against us; but the Fleet being 
absolutely in distress for water, I am determined to persevere, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties. At one P.M., fetched 
Castel Sardo, a small Town in Sardinia, rounded in stays 
three miles from the sliore : beating alongshore all night about 
three miles from the Coast. 

October 31st. — Not being able to clear the Levisena Islands, 
stood towards Shark’s Mouth, tacked, and fetched the Northern- 
most of Martha Islands. N.B. The Straits of Bonafaccio lie 
between the Martha and Levisena Islands, the last of which 
belong to Corsica. When near the Southernmost, Martha 
Islancl, we opened the little one to the Westward of the Island 
Spanioti, close to the ledge of rocks, and weathered them 
about one mile; we then tacked under Sardinia, and stood into 
a beautiful little bay, or rather harbour. After various tacks, 
and being close to the two rocks in Captain Ry ves’ Chart, and 
abreast of the rocks where he was, the whole Squadron 
anchored by six o’clock in the evening, without any accident, 
in Agincourt Sound, under the Sardinian shore. 


TO ins EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Antograpli, in tlie Elliot Papers. “ ;)Lst October, p.m. — At aHO, came to with 
tbe best bower in Aj,ancoiut Sonntl, and moored Ship. November 1. — Sainted tbo 
Ooveriior of Maduleiia with nine giuis on coming on board.” — Victory's Lay.] 

Victory, Madnlcnn Islands, November 1st, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

The Fleet l)eing very much in want of water, I have taken 
the opportunity of the moonlight nights to come here, in order 
to obtain it, and some refreshments for our crews, who have 
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now been upwards of five months at sea. But our health and 
good humour is perfection, and wc only want the French 
Fleet out. This day week they had eight Sail of the Lino 
ready, and a ninth fitting ; so that wc shall surely meet them 
some happy day, and I have no doubt but that we shall be 
amply repaid for all our cares and watchings. I have left 
Frigates to watch them. The Raven goes to Naples in order 
to obtain candles, and other things of which wc stand in need, 
and I hope she will be favoured with the winds, and catch us 
here. 

I have not a word of news from any quarter, and I have 
only to hope that all goes on well in the Two Sicilies. 1 
should be happy, was it in my power, to coinmunicate 
oftener with you, and dire necessity only obliges me to send 
the Raven, and I am left without a small Vessel. Pray, tell 
me, can I write to England through Naples with safety? 
How do your dispatches go ? I am ever, my dear Sir, your 
Excellency’s most faithful and obliged servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Captain Murray, Hardy, and Dr. Scott, desire their com- 
pliments. My letters T send as I can, generally to Gibraltar. 
The other routes are uncertain, and I have no spare Vessels. 
I feel even parting with the C’amelcon, and he has strict 
orders to join me as soon as possible. 


TO ARCHIBALD jMACNEILL, KSQ., NAPLES. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Matlolcna Islands, Sardinia, 1st November, 1S(»-‘1. 

Sir, 

By your letter of the 26th September last, you offered to 
supply one or two hundred head of oxen when wanted ; I 
now beg that you will be pleased to inform me when you can 
bave one hundred head of prime oxen either at Gacta or 
Salerno, (the former place in preference, as it is a better 
anchorage in this season,) and fix as nearly the time they 
will be ready as possible, in order that the Ship I may 
send for them may not be delayed. It will also be necessary 
to have provender for the cattle for at least one month ; and it 

T 2 
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would be very desirable to have twelve tons of onions for the 
use of the Fleet, which, with care at this season, will, I should 
imagine, keep perfectly good. The price and weight of tlie 
bullocks being stated in your letter of the 26th July last, it 
only remains for me to observe, that the Captain sent on this 
service will receive the bullocks, onions, and hay, and give 
you bills on the Commissioners for Victualling his Majesty’s 
Navy for the amount, I am. See,, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MR. RICHARD BROIMELEY, PURSER, II.M. SHIP BELLEISLE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victor)’’, Mndelena Islands, 1st November, 1803. 

Having judged it necessary to proceed to this place for 
the purpose of completing the wood and water of His Majesty’s 
Ships named in the margin,^ and as the health of their Com- 
panies very much depends upon as frequent supplies of fresh 
beef, onions. Sec, as can be procured ; it is niy intention 
that every means shall be used to effect this purpose, and to 
procure as many live bullocks. Sec, as can be had ; I shall, 
therefore, gladly accept of your very disinterested offer of 
service on this occasion. Finding, however, that it is morally 
impossible to purchase any kind of refreshment for the 
Squadron at this place without ready money, (bills on the 
Victualling-Board not being negotiable) Captain Hardy, of liis 
Majesty’s Ship Victory, has very handsomely offered to lend 
such a number of dollars as may be wanted for the above 
purpose : You arc, therefore, hereby required and directed to 
purchase as many live bullocks and onions as you can procure 
for tlic use of the said Squadron, together with two hundred 
head of sheep for the use of the sick on board the different 
Ships, as I find from the Governor of Madalena (to whom I 
wrote this morning on the subject of supplies, and also, to 
afford you every facility in his power) that it will be very diffi- 
cult to procure the number of bullocks wanted for the Ships 
on so short notice ; and as the sheep at this place arc very 
small, meagre, and inferior in quality, you arc to supply them 

* Victory, Kent, Cauopus, Superb, Delleisle, Triunn)b, Renown, Stately, Cnmcleon. 
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as beef, and a Memorandum will be given directing tlic dif- 
ferent Pursers to charge themselves with the produce as fresh 
beef, and issue them to the sick, accordingly. la making the 
above purchase, the strictest attention is to be paid, that the 
bullocks, sheep, onions, and fodder, so procured for the use of 
the Scpiadron before mentioned, are good of their kind, and fit 
for llis Majesty’s Service, and that the sum paid for them is 
the lowest, and the market price usually charged; for the pay- 
ment thereof, you will receive hard, or Spanish dollars from 
Captain Hardy of the Victory, giving him a receipt for the 
number you may require for the said purpose. You arc to 
charge yourself with the whole of the bullocks, sheep, &c. 
so purchased, as Purser of llis Majesty’s Ship Belleislc, and 
supply them to the different Ships, agreeable to such di- 
rections as you shall receive from the Captain of the Fleet, 
taking the necessary receipts from the Pursers for the bul- 
locks, sheep, &c., they may be respectively supplied with ; 
and you arc to dispose of all the bullocks’ hides and sheep- 
skins which may be slaughtered, during our stay here (if pos- 
sible) to the most advantage for Government, taking care that 
the best possible use is made of the ready money, and that the 
whole and every individual article is procured on tlie most 
reasonable terms, and that the vouchers for the said purchase 
are regularly and correctly made out, and the prices authenti- 
cated by the Governor and other principal inhabitants at 
jMadalcua ; a set of which, including the receipts from the 
different Ships, you will transmit to the Commissioners of the 
Victualling Board by the first opportunity, and two sets to 
me, for purposes wdiicli I may judge necessary. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN llYVES, II. M. SHIP GIBRALTAR. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Gcorgo Frcdorick Ryves, C.B.] 

Victory, NoYCiiibcr 2u(l, 180u. 

My dear Sir, 

We anchored in Agincourt Sound yesterday evening, and I 
assure you that I individually feel all the obligation due to you 
for your most correct Chart, and directions for these Islands* 
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We worked the Victory every foot of the way, from Asinara to 
this anchorage, the wind blowing from Longo Sardo, under 
double-reefed topsails. I shall write to the Admiralty stating 
how rnueli they ought to feel obliged to your very great skill 
and attention in making this Survey. This is absolutely one 
of the finest harbours I have ever seen. I am, dear Sir, your 
obliged and obedient ser\'ant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN CRACK AIT, ILM. SHIP ANSON. 

[LiUpr-Rook.j 

Victory, Mndiilena Islands, Sardinia, 0th November, 180-‘). 

Sir, 

Although it is iny sincere wish to observe the strictest 
Neutrality in Sicily, yet it is certainly justifiable to attack 
any Vessel in a place from whence she makes her attack. 
Two Vessels were given up at Naples on this principle, being 
taken by the Boats of the Cyclops and Experiment, who were 
sent from the anchorage. We have shown our complaisance 
in giving up one Privateer, but the conduct of the French is 
so contrary to all Neutrality that they must be punished, and 
I hope that the Neapolitan Government will approve of our 
jirocccdings, 1 have wrote a complaint to Mr. Elliot on the sub- 
ject of the unwarrantable conduct of these Privateers, on a com- 
plaint of Captain Ilillyar’s. The conduct of Captain Rayns- 
ford^ a^ipcars from his account to have been perfectly proper, 
and I am very much pleased with the spirited conduct of 
Lieutenant Lawrence,^ which I beg you will communicate to 
him. 1 am, with great esteem, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


Captaiij Robert Ra\ usford. Tliis nufurtunuto Ofilcer commanded tlio Atlicuieniie, 
til, wlicn tbai Slii]) was lost on ibc Esquerqncs, in the Medilerrnnoan, on Ibc 
of October ISOO, and, together with Tt? of her crew, perished. “ I urgoil 
Captain Raynsford,” said one of tlie surviving Ofiiecrs in his Narrative, “ to save 
himself hy swiiikining to the Launch, hut in vain ; lie declaring to me that he was 
perlV-ctly resign d to his fate, and w.is determined not to qnit his post whilst a man 
remained.” — Xt vn1 vol. xxi. p. lUl. 

^ This Ullicc lias not been identifiedi 
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TO CAPTAIN CRACUAFT, H.M. SHIP ANSON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at the Madalena Islands, ftth November, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have just received your letter of October 6th, telling me 
that Captain Richardson had fallen in with an Algerine 
Squadron of eleven Sail. I suspect they arc not Algerines 
but Tunisians ; but as each Corsair is obliged to produce a 
Certificate from our Consul, the truth of who they belong to 
is very easily ascertained, and I wish it to be done on every 
occasion on falling in with these gentry. I approve very 
much of your going up the Adriatic, and when you call at 
Corfu, you will see the necessity of paying great attention to 
the safety of our Ships in the Currant trade. T am, with 
great esteem, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LIEUTENANT WILLIAM PEMBERTON, RESIDENT AGENT FOR 
TRANSPORTS, MAJ/FA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at the Mudaleua Islands, Sardinia, r)tli November, 1803. 

Sir, 

You did right to send Lieutenant McCulloch home ; he 
could not be wanted here. I am glad the Vessel with water 
is ready, and you will receive an order to load a Vessel with 
provisions, which I beg may be done as expeditiously as pos- 
sible. The Returns of Transports, and how they have been 
disposed of, I have received. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO NATHANIEL TAYLOR, ESQ.» NAVAL STOREKEEPER, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Madalemi Islands, 5tli November, 1803. 

Sir, 

I am favoured with your letter of October 29th. The hemp 
in butts must be put in one of the Transports coming to the 
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Fleet. I am glad that you have prepared a Transport to send 
up the Adriatic, and I judge she is sailed before this time. With 
respect to the making of rope, none under three-inch is 
necessary Jo be made for the Line of Battle Ships, and \vc 
can make as far as four-inch. The rope principally to be 
made at Malta is upwards of four-inch, our braces are four and 
a half inch, and lifts the same size ; the Master Attendant will 
teach them in a day. Our Master-Ropemaker is a child of 
thirteen years of age, and the best Ropemakcr in the Fleet. 
I am glad to receive the Cameleon so completely refitted, 
and if the Spider is in the miserable state she is represented 
to me, I desire she may be surveyed by the Master- Attendant 
and Builder, and if found so, to be refitted. Wc shall be very 
glad of more twine and slops ; for this cruizing in the Gulf 
of Lyons is very bad for our sails, and warm slops will be 
truly acceptable. Something must be done to keep the water 
free under the Shears, The Officers of the Yard must take 
care of this, and repair the Punt, and employ proper people 
to clear it. In the time of the Order, the sale of the mud 
])aid, I understand, the expenses. However, it must be cleared 
away, and speedily ; for some of us will want to go under the 
Shears very soon. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO PATRICK WTLKIE, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER, J\1ALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Mndalena Islands, Sardinia, 5th November, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of October 26th, and you will 
receive directions from Captain Murray, for loading a Vic- 
tualler with supplies for the Fleet ; and I sincerely hope that 
no wcevily bread will be sent, as the Fleet is free from those 
insects at present ; and I beg that every exertion may be used 
in loading the Transport, as far as depends upon you. I am, 
Sir, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAETAIN SCIIOMBEUG, H.M. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 

[Lctler-Book.] 

Victoiy, Matlaleim Islands, Sardinia, 0th November, 1800. 

Sir, 

The Raven will be put particularly under your orders for 
the various services which may be wanted, and not to exclude 
her from being sent to me if you should want to send her. 
She must immediately convoy the two Transports to the 
most secret Rendezvous herewith sent, and moor them in 
safety under the Fort, giving directions to the Masters to 
lake care of their Ships and wait for my further orders ; and 
I need not tell you to keep the Raven active. She sails so 
fast that no Privateer can get from her, I am sure ; but you 
must caution Captain Swaine,^ and very strictly, in your orders, 
to keep his Convoy close in passing the Faro, if you have 
occasion to send him to Naples. 

Convoys for the Archipelago and Adriatic, I trust. Captain 
Cracraft will furnish ; for my wish is to confine the Raven as 
much as possible to the service of Malta, and this you will say 
to Sir Alexander Ball. With respect to bearing supernu- 
merary Officers and men for the Packets, I do not conceive 
that you can bear any Officers by rank for wages and victuals. 
The fifty desired by Sir Alexander Ball, arc borne, I suppose, 
for wages and victuals on board the Madras, and lent from 
her to the Packets : farther than that, I don’t believe we can 
do Avith propriety. With respect to the petition of the Maltese, 
it is not mentioned Avherc the Vessels arc blockaded, nor 
dated : I cannot understand it. If it is in the Morca, Captain 
Cracraft has liberated them long before this time. I con- 
gratulate you on being confirmed,® and when I can, com- 
patible Avith my other engagements, I shall certainly be glad 
to put you into a good Frigate, or to do anything else in my 
power to serve you, being with real esteem and regard, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* Captain Spelman Swaine was Posted in May 1810, and is still living. 

* Captain Scliomberg’s commission as Post-Captain was dated on llio Ctli of 
August, 1803. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM DRUMMOND, 
AMBASSADOR AT CONSTANTINOrLE. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. 338.] 

[Api)nrently about 5th November, 1803.] 

The particular situation of our Country at this moment, 
prevents the Admiralty from furnishing me with Frigates and 
smaller Vessels ; therefore I must equally regret with your 
Excellency the not being able to send any directly to Con- 
stantinople. I feel very happy that my conduct is still satis- 
factory to the Sublime Porte, my zeal and activity they may 
fully rely upon ; but it may be possible, that, notwithstanding 
all my care and attention, the French Fleet will escape me, 
and get to Egypt or the Morea before I can come up with 
them ; that they are bound there I have very little doubt ; 
therefore I would strongly recommend the Turkish Govern- 
ment to be upon its guard ; being at Peace with so treacherous 
a people as the French, is no security against an attack. The 
last report was, October 26th, eight Sail of the Line I'cady for 
sea, six Frigates, and five or six Corvettes: they had been 
pressing in every part to get men, and 5000 Troops are ready 
for embarkation. Every hour I expect to hear of their sail- 
ing. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte.® 


TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, BART., MALTA. 

[Autognipli, ill the posscsbioii of Sir William Keith Ball, Burt.] 

Victory, Madalenn Islands, November 7th, 1803. 

My dear Ball, 

Captain Staines delivered me your kind letter two days 
ago. As I expect Mr. Falcon every moment, I shall take 
the first opportunity of settling our business with the Dcy of 
Algiers. The documents which I have received from you 
are perfectly regular. I wish we may be able to get over the 
Sicilian Vessels, but that I doubt being able to accomplish. 

® “ 7th of November. I had the comfort of making an old Agamemnon, George 
•Tones, a Gunner into the Caiueleon Brig .” — Private Dtary, in Clarke and 
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Apropos, our Vessels make so many mistakes, and call every 
Barbary Cruizer an Algerine, that I fear, if we should go to 
war with that State, that some untoward mistakes may happen. 
But I believe each Cruizer is obliged to produce a Certificate 
from our Consul of the State she belongs to ; pray tell me if I 
am correct. I am glad to find that you are so well pleased 
with the Minister from Tunis. I send you an extract of my 
letter to Mr. Elliot, in answer to his about a coolness between 
you and Sir John Acton; and also an extract of a letter from 
Madrid, and Captain Swaine was at Barcelona on October 
13th, therefore I do not think a Spanish War so near. We arc 
more likely to go to War with Spain for her complaisance to 
the French ; but the French can gain nothing, but be great 
losers, by forcing Spain to go to War with us ; therefore, I 
never expect that the Spaniards will begin, unless Buonaparte 
is absolutely mad, as many say he is. What ! he begins to find 
excuses ! I thought he would invade England in the face of 
the Sun ! Now he wants a three-days^ fog, that never yet hap- 
pened 1 and if it did, how is his Craft to be kept together? lie 
will soon find more excuses or there will be an end of Buona- 
parte, and may the Devil take him I 

Our two last rcconnoitcrings : Toulon has eight Sail of the 
Line, apparently ready for sea, five or six Frigates, and 
as many Corvettes — they count twenty-two Sail of Ships 
of War; a Seventy-four is repairing; whether they intend 
waiting for her I can’t tell, but I expect them every hour 
to put to sea, and with Troops, but their destination ? — is 
it Ireland or the Levant? That is what I want to know. 
However, out they will come, and, I trust, we shall meet 
them. The event, with God’s blessing on our exertions, we 
ought not to doubt ; I really believe that we are the ^ strong 
pull and pull together.’ With thisTorce opposed to me, I can- 
not with prudence leave myself with less than six Sail of the 
Line, and from various circumstances. Ships going to water, 
&c., I am too often with only five Frigates, and Smaller 
Vessels I am most distressed for. However, I send the Raven 
to be under Captain Schomberg’s particular orders, for upon 
every occasion I had rather leave myself bare than have my 
friends complain. Lord St. Vincent’s words are, ‘ Wc can send 
you neither Ships or Men, and with the resources of your 
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mind, you will do without them very well/ Breavo, my Lord I 
I have all the inclination in the world to send Sir Richard 
Bickerton to Malta, but I dare not do it at this moment — not 
so much for the want of the Ship, but from my sincere esteem 
for the Admiral, and in charity to them both; for if the 
Battle took place and Sir Richard absent, they would have 
reason to curse me for ever. But you may assure her Lady- 
ship ' tliat I know what attachment is, and that the Admiral 
shall be the first detached after the Battle ; and if I can, on 
any belief that the Enemy are not coming immediately to sea, 
he shall go before the Battle. Remember me kindly to 
Macaulay** and all our friends at Malta. I admire your Malta 
Gazettes; it is the custom, and a very bad one, for the 
English, never to tell their own story, and you have put it 
well together. This Anchorage is certainly one of the best I 
have met with for a Fleet — water, brooms, sand, onions, some 
beef, plenty of sheep, and but little of aqua denta ; but I sup- 
pose the French will take it now we have used it. I am 
ever, my dear Ball, most sincerely and faithfully yours, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

No wonder Neutral Powers complain, when we do not 
send out a Judge of the Admiralty : it is cruel both to the 
Detainer, and the Neutral. 


TO THE IIESPECTIVE CAPTAINS AND COMIMANDERS OF ‘HIS 
IMAJESTY’s ships and vessels on the MEDITERRANEAN 
STA'ITON. 

[From n Copy in the Nelson Ptipcrs.] 

Victory, MadiUeua Islands, 7th November, 1803. 

Memorandum. 

Lord Nelson is very sorry to find that notwithstanding his 
forgiveness of the men who deserted in Spain, it has failed to 
have its proper elfcet, and that there arc still men wdio so far 
forget their duty to their King and Country, as to desert the 
Service, at a time when every man in England is in arms to 

^ Lady Bickertor), who was then at Malta. Slic was Aniie, daughter of James 
Athill, Esq. of Antigna. 

* Mr, Alexander Macaulay, Treasurer of Malta. 
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defend it against the French. Therefore Lord Nelson desires 
that it may be perfectly understood, that if any man be so in- 
famous as to desert from the Service in future, he will not 
only be brought to a Court-Martial, but that if the sen- 
tence should be Deaths it will be most assuredly carried into 
execution. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MAJOR-GENERAL VILLETTES, MALTA. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arlhiir, vul. ii. p. 338.] 

7tli November, 1803. 

My dear General, 

I certainly think that the Navy ought to have had a regular 
Hospital at Malta, and not to have thrown the trouble of 
attending our Seamen on the Medical skill of the Army ; and 
whenever Sir Richard Bickerton and Dr. Snipe go to Malta, 
I intend they shall examine the large house on the opposite 
side to you, which will be a very lit place for a Marine 
Hospital. I am very much obliged to you for the 100 shells, 
I have no doubt wc shall have occasion to use them ; if the 
Enemy run into Port, I shall not be very delicate where the 
place is. Your kindness, my dear General, I have experienced 
on every occasion, and your readiness to serve us is acknow- 
ledged by all the Fleet ... I agree with you, that unless 
Buonaparte is absolutely mad, and that the people about him 
are so likewise, he will not wish to throw Sicily entirely into 
our hands, in order to revenge himself of the King of Naples, 
much less force Spain into a War which must so much injure 
the French cause : to us it matters not being at War with 
Spain. We may be forced to go to War with her for her 
complaisance to the French ; but I never can believe, that 
Buonaparte’s counsellors are such fools as to force Spain to 
begin, and of course give us all her riches and commerce. 
The War would not cost us one farthing more than at present. 
I intend to leave this anchorage on Wednesday, and get liorm? 
again : although I have two good Frigates watching them, 
yet I like to be at hand in case of need. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


• Oflf Toulon. 
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TO ARCHIBALD MACNEILL, ESQ., MALTA. 

[Letter-Book. “ Tliursday, 10th November, 0 a.m. Weighed and made sail to 
the J’.aslwfird, with the Fleet in company.” — Victon/s Lo<j. ] 

Victory, at Sea, November 10th, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have been favoured with your letters of November the 4th 
and 6th. I own I very much doubt the possibility of taking on 
board cattle from an Enemy’s Coast ; the French keep too good 
a look out. As for communicating with Mr. Grant, that will 
take up all the winter ; but I am sure it is impossible for our 
Ships to go upon that Coast in the winter. I know every part 
of it most perfeetly. When you can have the bullocks to ship 
at Gacta, it may be a consideration, but I look even for that 
as so uncertain, that I am this day sending the Transport to 
Malta; but if you think you can get one hundred good bullocks 
for us at Gaeta, and will mention the time when they can be 
shipped, and will send me word by the Transports coming to 
the Fleet with provisions, I will send for them ; but we are 
by no means in distress, and never was a Fleet in better 
health. In our very uncertain state, I cannot recommend any 
speculation in Sardinia: I may never go there again. I am 
very sorry for the trouble you have taken in writing to Tus- 
cany. If you had asked any Seaman used to that Coast, he 
would have told you of the impossibility of a Ship’s waiting 
on that part of the Coast. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRAl/rV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. On the 13th of November, tho Fleet anchored in 
Figaroui Roads, on the Nortli Side of Corsica, and sailed on the ir^th.] 

Victory, at Sea, November IGtb, 1803. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from Cap- 
tain Cracraft, of his Majesty’s Ship Anson, together with a 
copy of the one therein alluded to, from Captain Raynsford ot 
the Morgiana, giving an account of tho capture of a French 
Privateer, on the Coast of Sicily, which, under all the circum- 
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stances, I have approved of. And I am sorry to observe that 
the Enemy’s Privateers make a very improper use of the Sici- 
lian Ports, from whence they commit depredations on our 
Trade. I have wrote Mr. Elliot, his Majesty’s Minister at 
Naples on this subject, and desired that an official complaint 
may be made to that Court on the occasion. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BAHT., ADMIRALTY, 

[Original, in the. Admiralty. “ Wednesday, IGth November, a.m. Stately in 
chase of a Brig, S.S.W., and the Camcieon in chase of n Schooner, S.W. ; hronglit 
them to; wliich proved to be a French Schooner, Le Ih'-iiard, from Calvi, having 
the Brig under convoy, with French Troops.” — Vhion/s Log.] 

Victory, at Sea, November ICtii, ISOO, 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that this morning the Squadron under my 
command captured Lc Renard, French National Schooner, 
mounting twelve four-pounders, with six swivels, and manned 
with eighty men ; also Le Titus, Transport, having on board 
ninety-six soldiers from Corsica, bound to Toulon, The 
Schooner and Transport are gone to Malta under charge of 
the Stately. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte.^ 

* On the 22nd of November, the following “Memorandum,” was ndib-essed “ To 
the respective Captains and Commanders of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on 
llie Mediterranean Station — 

“ If a Pendant be shown over Signal No. 30, [i. e., to ‘ Engage the Enemy on 
their Starboard or Weather side,’] it signifies that Ships are to engage on tlie 
Enemy’s starboard side, whether going large or upon the wind. 

“ Jf a Pendant he shown in tlic like manner over Signal No. 37, [/'.c., to ‘ En- 
gage th« Enemy on their Larboard or Lee side,’] it signifies that Ships are to 
engage on the Enemy’s larboard side, whether going large or upon a wind ; these 
additions to he noted in the Signal Book in pcjicil only. 

“ Saint George’s Ensigns are to be worn by every Ship in Action. 

“ Geo. Murray.”— O n/cr-Z/oo/'. 
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TO CAPTAIN CIIACRAFT, II. M. SHIP ANSON. 

[From a Copy, iu the Nelson Papers.] 

Victory, off Toulon, ‘23rcl November, 1803. 

Sir, 

You will take every means in your power for the effectual 
protection of our Trade in the Adriatic, and in the Mouth of 
the Archipelago, and give such Convoys as may be wanted, 
not only from Malta, but also from Trieste, Venice, Tiume, 
Patras, Zante, &c. The French Fleet are ready for sea, but 
where they are bound I cannot tell you. Some reports say 
to the Morea, or Egypt; others out of the Mediterranean. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 21th November, 1803. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 5th September last, 
together with the copy of the one therein mentioned, from 
Messrs. Holland and Co. of Trieste, respecting the capture of 
three Merchant Vessels bound from that Port to London, 
and signifying their Lordships’ direction to make some arrange- 
ment for affording protection to the Trade in the Adriatic; 
in answer to which you will please to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the strictest regard has 
been paid to the protection of our Commerce in the Adriatic, 
and every other part in these Seas, as you will observe by my 
letter of the 2nd September, and the Disposition of the Fleet 
under my command, Avhich accompanied my letters of the 
Gth September, and the 8th ultimo. You will also please to 
acquaint their Lordships that I have directed Captain Cra- 
craft to afford Convoy to the Trade of his Majesty’s Subjects 
from the different Ports in the Adriatie, bound to Malta, wlien- 
ever he shall learn there arc any in want thereof, and on no 
account to suffer them (so far as it depends upon him) to sail 
without protection, for which and other services mentioned 
in the Disposition of the 8th September, the Ships and Ves- 
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sels named in the margin^ are placed under his command. 
But it is to be observed that the Masters of the Merchant- 
men frequently proceed when tliey judge proper, without 
either applying or waiting for the necessary Convoy, and I 
have reason to believe that the Ships alluded to in 3 - our 
before mentioned letter, fall under that descri])tion. 

As I feel the protection of our Commerce a very essential 
and important part of my duty, their Lordships may be 
assured that everything which remains with me shall be done, 
to prevent any of the Trade of his Majesty’s Subjects from 
falling into the hands of the Encm 3 \ I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BAHT., ADMIRALTY, 

[Origiuul, in tho Adiuirally.] 

Vi(!tory, off Toulon, November, 1803. 

Sir, 

I 3 "estcrday received 3 'our letter of the 24th September, 
acquainting me that it was their Lordships’ intention, in 
order to enable me to apply a sufficient force to watch the 
French Squadron at Toulon, and attend to other services, to 
order the Excellent to take charge of the outward-bound 
(Convoy from Portsmouth, and to follow my orders ; and that 
it is also their Lordslii])s’ intention to send out Line of Battle 
Ships with any future Convo^^s, to enable me to send home, 
in the same manner, any of the two-decked Ships under my 
command which, from their long continuance abroad, or other 
circumstances, may be rendered inefficient. You will please 
to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
due regard shall be paid in sending home all future Convoys 
under Ships of the above descrq)tion, and that none shall be 
kept in this Country but what may be absolutch'^ necessary 
for watching the Enemies’ Ships in Toulon and in (Jadiz, and 
for the protection of our (h)mmerce in these seas. I am. Sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* Anson, Jmio, Arrow, Bittern, Morgiiuni. 
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TO SIR E\’AX NEPEAX, PART., ADMIRALTY. 


rOrigiiinl, in tlie Ailniiriilty.] 


Victory, off Tonlon, 21tli November, 1B0!L 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords (commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that the Honourable (ca])tain Boyle of the 
Seahorse, who reconnoitred the French Squadron at Toulon 
yesterday, acquainted me that there are eight Sail of the 
Line, eight Frigates, and five or six (corvettes in the Outer 
Eoad, all newly }>ainted, and apparently in a perfect state of 
readiness for sea, with their sails bent; and that there is, in 
his opinion, one or two Sail of the Tiinc in the Arsenal 
equip})ing (he judges from the distance between the topmasts). 
Tim weather being ])crfectly clear, ('aptain Boyle’s account 
may be depended upon, })articularly as it corrcsj)onds with tlu' 
information formerly received. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — 2nd December. The Enemy’s Squadron at Toulon, 
reconnoitred to-day, remain the same as stated above. 


TO SIR EVAX NEPEAN, BART., ADMtRAI/rV. 

[Original, in flu* Adniiniliy.] 

ViOory, off Toiilo)i, ‘-2 Itli November, lS<)-b 

Sir, 

The Fleet being very short of wood and water, you will 
please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that I judged it better to go to the Madalena Islands in order 
to obtain it, tliaii to separate tlio Fleet, as by experience it 
found almost impossible, in tlic continued gales of wind at 
this season, for any Sliip to be certain of joining in any given 
time ; I therefore left Frigates ofl’ I’oiilon, and ])rocecded to 
the ^Madalena Islands, Avhere having procured wood and 
water and some rcfrcsliments, I returned to my Rendezvous. 
Tlie (’hart of (.’aptain Ryves, which the Board has received, 
is the most correct thing I ever met with. The Fleet worked 
v’p from Asinairs with a strong East wind, to the anchorage, 
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with perfect ease, from the Chart and directions ; and Cap- 
tain Ryves deserves the greatest credit for the accuracy of his 
(yhart and remarks. The remarks 1 send you, and 1 would 
recommend their insertion on the Chart. 1 am. Sir, <Scc. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ins KXCEI.LKNCV IILKUI El.LlOI', KSQ., \APLES. 

[^Aittograiili, in tin' KlUol ; 

Victory, ott’ Toulon, November ‘i tlli, 

My dear Sir, 

The Haven joined from Naples, as wc were weighing from 
the Madalena Islands; and yesterday the Excellent, seventy- 
four, joined from England. i send Sir John Acton’s dis- 
patches, via Malta, to Messina, and so overland ; for I have 
no V^esscl which I can send to Naples. Your letter from Lord 
Minto — at least, the letter which 1 supposed came from him, 
was sent in your packet either by Gibraltar or some Vessel 
before her. It had ‘ Evan Nepean’ wrote on the outside and 
was a short thick letter. 

I^ord Hobart writes me'’ in confidence that they would not 

•' Tbc I’ulli.iwiu}^' is )i (‘oi'v of I.iinl llobiirl’s j.cttcr to Lonl Nelson : — 

“ I’liviiic Hiul Coululential. Dowuiu'f? Street, Sept. l.so:l. 

My (li;fir I-oni, 

•I luu to ackiiowlcd^^c your l.onlsliip’^ ])ii\uto leltei' of ibe 1 ill of .1 illy, iind 
altliongli I Tiiiicli j'l'gr.'t iluii (ieuenil t'illeltcs luul not I'elr liiuiM'lf at liberty to Iiubl 
(lilt tlic expectation of bis beiii<4' able, o! f/n- lime he (('rule ht i/txt/' I.oti.’s/i ip, to 
''liare a larger force than uijc tbousaiid men for ilu* defence of Mes'^ina, .1 sbonld 
lio[ie it Mdiild not be ^('V\ bii.g before it might be in liis power to increase it. Willi 
every deference, however, for your opinion, I cannot think 1 sluniid lui\e bei ii 
.tusiilifd in leaving no diseretiou with Uencral Villetlcs in the execution uClhc ovder 
in (picstion. In ilie eonrsc of a bov days ilu* Chassenrs Liritunniques \\ill embark 
from .Icisey for Malta. Th(*y arc ratln'r mori' than foni- hundred and forty strung; 
iiud to I hut extent will add to the means of d^^daehing from lhal 1; land, and as wo 
gain strength at Iiuinc, which wc arc iloing very fast, W(‘ shall augment unr forces in 
tlu‘ Mediterranean. 

“ It would certainly huvo been desirable not to lia\e brought away so huge a jii'O- 
liurliuii of ilie lroo}»s that had scr\\ d in EK>pl : hut llie stale of our Army at home 
rendered it ahsolntely innnoidahle. 'J’lie ollicial eonuniinicatioii vou will it-eeive 
from me upon tin' subject of the Ihieha of Yanina, if ihe informalion of Mr. I iamilton 
be correct, may lead to imjioriant eoiiseijnenccs ; bni the inamigement of the hu'-i- 
iiess will reipiire the full exercise of all youi di'^cretioii. 'I'hc first object, of eonise, 
iinisi be to iisei'riain liotv far the I’ort of I’aiioimo, and the advantages h is staled 
lo bo capable of piodnciiig, be such as ibi'y ai-e described. 'I’lie next, the pnielica- 

ij 2 
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have drawn all tlic Egyptian Army from the Mediterranean, 
but that it was necessary in the state of England as to Troops, 
and the pre])arations of the Enemy, had they profited of the 
moment, but that as they get strength in England, they will 
send troops here. 500 arc coming out, and Dillon’s is to be 
re-established : therefore, your Son’s 80 men will be a good 
beginning. The Erench force, yesterday, at two o’clock, was 
correctly ascertained — eight Sail of the Line, eight Frigates, 
and five or six Corvettes, perfectly ready, and as fine as paint 
can make them. A ninth Ship is visibly getting forward, I 
only hope in God we shall meet them. Our weather-beaten 
Ships, I have no fears, will make their sides like a plum- 
pudding. As to news, I can tell you none. We have 
nothing later than Se])tember 29tb, from Portsmouth. I 
am ever, my dear Sir, your most faithful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

bility of maintuinliig a pofiilion there, without the application of greater means than 
it may be in our po\v<‘r to fnrnisb. Satisfied upon these points I should hope it 
would not be dilficult for you to enable Mr. Drummond to eojjvinco the Porte tJjat 
■we can liave no ohject in looking for an estahlisliincnt at Ihtnormo, but fliat of 
having it more enVctually in our power to protect Kuropean 'J'urkey against the 
intrigues and eventual attacks of tlio French. Wliilst, however, the Turkish 
(lovcrument arc ilius seer(>tly apprised of the steps we are taking, it would prohahly 
he advisable for tliem to appear ignorant upon the subject, as in that case, they will 
avoid beijig in any shape committed with the FrencJ), on account of the* measure', 
we may pursue wiili tlie Pneba,Mbos<‘ notorious imlependeiuM^ of the Porte (Ihoiiyh 
nominally sulijoet to it) would easily exculpate that (Sovenmu ut fi’orn the charge of 
being a party to the trunsaetion. 'i'lie I’aeba must also l)e managecl, ami the whole 
business, ns far as the Ttirkisb rioveniment ('ati be etlectod, be imule to apjtear to 
originate with us. You Avill observe that it is his \Yish that mo should make iin 
comrminieation of oiir iuientions to I'onstitntinoplc. 

“Our intcrcuursi' witli Russia continues frii-ndly, hut it is diflleult to Jintici[)at(‘ 
the effeet of llie Iheiu h intrigue, which is carried on with uuc()mmon acthity, and 
not without siiecess. ATr. Frere will aj)pi ise y(,ii of the situation of things in Spain. 
From Lisbon, yon will, I take for granteil, hav<- heard that Oenrral l.annes has ob- 
tained n complete ascendancy, and that v,r an- to hmk for nothing at that ('oiirl, 
but implicit obedience tf) tlie dir-.lutes «if J’l-ance. 

“ T am .'tfiaid even tlie clreiimstaticc of soiiu- of your Ships being crippled will not 
induce j/t/iir /) ir)ii/>. tit 'J'lm/tni to come out. It "svas the Port from wlaMice they took 
tlieir departure for Abonkir ; and whilst tlio rmuuorahle e\ents which tof)k place there 
remain imi)resscd upon their minds, they will not encounter a Fleet under the 
eonnnand nf l.oiil Nelson, if ihcv ran avoid it. With those ideas which iiaturiilly 
.siiggcsi tlicmsi ; in tin. contemplation of tliat .siilyect, believe me ever, my dear 
Lord, with the mo- sincere respect and regard, mo.st faithfully yours, “ IIodakt. 

" — Air. Addington desires me to say lie will write in a few days by another 

02)po, tnniiy.” — y/ ulo^nijjJi. 
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I have given my friend Doctor Nudi a letter of intro- 
duction to you. lie is a good man, a clever man, and was a 
great friend of Sir William and Lady Hamilton. Your kind 
notice of him will much oblige me. 

November 25th. — I send you a copy of a letter sent me, 
that you may see the conduct of the French Privateers. 

N. AND B. 

We arc in a hard gale of wind. 


TO SIR JOHN ACTON, BART., NAPLES. 

[From Clarke aiul APArtliur, vul. ii. p. 

Off Toulon, Kovember, lS0:j. 

On the 9th, I sailed from the Madaicna Islands. We have 
had a very bad passage, and much blowing weather, but our 
Ships have not suffered any material damage. The Irench 
Fleet yesterday at two o’clock, was in appearance in high 
feather, and as fine as paint could make them ; eight Sail of 
tlie Line, eight Frigates, and several Corvettes were ready for 
sea. One Ship of the lane was fitting in the Arsenal, her 
topmasts on end. This is their state; but wlicii they may sail, 
or where they will go, I am very sorry to say is a secret I am 
not ac(piainted with. Our weather-beaten Ships, I have no 
fears, will make their sides like a plum-pudding. lA)rd Hobart 
says, as they increase in force at home, which is doing rapidly, 
that they will not forget an additional one for the iNfcditcr- 
ranean. The general orders to support the King of Naples 
arc repeated; and I shall only assure your Excellency, that 
the defence of their Majesties and their Kingdoms is always 
nearest my heart. The ICxccIIent, 74, Captain ISothcron,'’’ has 
joined me from England. I am, &:c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

” Ftqitniii Frank Sotlirrou, of thr F.x«‘«'llon(, luis born iiliTiuly iiiciUiuncd. 

^^Jl. iv. p. :jsl : lit’ ilicil mi Ailininil of th»' WhiU', in Fcl>rnnry IS-'O. 
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TO ills EXCELLENCY nCGIi ELLIO'I’, ESQ. 
i Atitograpli, in tlio Elliot rapers.] 

Virtory, nl Sea, Novombcv 1^03. 

My dear Sir, 

I beg leave to introduce to j^our Excellences Doctor Nudi, 
who is not only a good man, but a most able professional 
man. He is a great friend of mine, and was always so of 
dear Sir William and Lady Ilaniilton, Any Ivindncsscs your 
Excellency may show him will ever be esteemed a favour 
conferred upon your most obliged and obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

ro CAPTAIN CRACRAFT, H.M. SHIP ANSON, 
i Lcltrr Booli. ; 

Viftory, oil’ Toulon, “-colli Xuvrmber, ISO.'C 

Sir, 

You will take every means in your power, for the effectual 
protection of our Trade in the Adriatic, and in the 31outh of 
the Archipelago, and give such (Convoys as may be wanted, 
not only from Malta, but also, from Trieste, Venice, Einme, 
Patras, Zantc, he, ; the French Elect are ready for Sea, but 
where they are bound I cannot tell you; some reports say to 
the ?vIorca, or Egypt ; others, out of the Mediterranean, 1 
am, Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO DOCTOR JOHN SNIPE, PHYSICIAN TO THE FLEI-I’. 

' LfHrr Book. J 

Vi(•to^^ , oil' 'l’«)iilon, X'nli Novembf.-r, 

Sir, 

The Ch>mmi.ssioncrs for taking care of Sick and Hurl 
Seamen and Marines, having accpiaintcd me that they had 
appointed Mr. John Gray to lie Surgeon of a Naval Hospital 
intended to be established at Malta, 1 am, therefore, to desire 
yon Avill ]>rorrr’d ijouiediatcK’^, in his Majesty’s Slji[) Narcissus, 
to Malta, for ihu ])urposc of examining the situation and ncccs- 
saiy aecommodaiions of such Hospital, previous to its being 
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occupied as such ; and, as it has been mentioned to me by the 
Admirals and Captains who have served in the JMcditerranean 
for some considerable time, that the situation of the former 
Naval Hospital at Malta was particularly unhealthy, it is my 
directions that you do not suffer that house to be received as 
an Hospital, or any other which, from situation, you may judge 
improper ; but endeavour to procure a convenient and well- 
appointed house, in an airy and healthy situation, for a Naval 
Hospital pro tempore, until such time as Government shall 
take the necessary measures for building, or otherwise pro- 
viding, a convenient and proper Hospital. If such accommo- 
dations cannot at present be had, you will beg Major-General 
Villcttcs to allow Mr. (jJray the use of the Wards in the 
Military Hospital at present appropriated for the Seamen, 
until the necessary arrangements can be made for their recep- 
tion into some other place. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — You will order Mr. Gray to transmit to the Commis- 
sioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen an account agreeable 
to the letter and form herewith inclosed; also similar Returns 
to be made to me for my information. The letter and form 
you will bring with you, and deliver to me on your return by 
the Narcissus. 


TO SPIJIIDTOX FORESTL KSQ., COUFl . 

■ From Cluikr aiul ‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. :{40. ^ 

OtrTouloii, Novnnhor ISO;,}. 

I should wish to know whether ^ has the power to 

grant us any particular privileges in trade, and if so, what 
they are ? I am told he has the finest forests for building 
Ships of the Line, and that vast quantities of hemp may be 
grown in his Government ; and I should be glad to know what 
of our manufactures he could lake, and to what iimonnt. I 
have desired Captain .... to look at the Port, and ascertain 
whether it be capable of holding the Fleet under my command, 
and of siqiplying all our wants. I am really much interested 

1 Ilf' iiamos und phiot's lefr hlauk in this lottcr, mny o«.* tVom Lord 

loiter to Lord Hobart, in p. dvO, post. 
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for ... . : he has always been a staunch friend to the Eng- 
lish, and most particular!}^ kind to me ; and if I should ever go 
to Corfu, I shall certainly, if he be within a few days’ reach, 
go to see him. As I have done before, so I have again written 
to Mr. Hammond, and desired him a second time to speak to 
Lord Ilawkcsbury on the subject of at least making good your 
losses, and that, in my opinion, you ought to be rewarded for 
considerable sufferings, and for your unshaken attachment to 
Great Britain. Your attention to every part of your duty, 
leaves me nothing to recommend. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SCHO.MBERG, ILM. SHJP MADRAS, .MALTA. 

[I.ettor-Book.] 

Victory, off Toulon, ‘iotli Novcinlior, 

Sir, 

If the Raven has not sailed with the Transports to join me, 
I have directed either Statel}' or Narcissus to take them under 
their Convoy, in order that the Raven may be at your dispostil 
for the various services required of her. 1 liavc wrote to 
(JajHain (Jracraft to give every facility in Convoys ; and we 
must endeavour that our Commerce, both in the Adriatic and 
Levant, is kept in circulation, and protected from the French 
Privateers. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To CAPTAIN PAUKEH,^ n.:\r. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Krom a Copy, in the Nt^Noii T'ajiciH.J 

Victory, »>n”rouJoii, ‘J'jfli Novcnihor, IRt'.h 

Sir, 

The Jalouse will probably be wanted to see the Ship bound 
to Smyrna to her destination ; but 1 hope some of Captain 
C’racraft’s Sqtiadron will be in the way to see our Convoy 
safe up the Adriatic, for T am so much in distress for Frigates 
that the Amazon will be a most important acquisition, espe- 

^ Ocorj/c ITiinini' nd, E^q., ( 'lulcr Sccvclnry f)f Htjilc for Foreign Affairs, after- 
^var^K Minister Plcnipuicntiiirv in America. 

” Nosv Vice Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., (I.C.B. 
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cially as the French Fleet is attended by no less than eight 
Frigates ; therefore, I shall rejoice to sec the Amazon. I 
am. Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO J.B.GIBERT, ESQ., TIIS IMAJESTV’s VICE-CONSUL, BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vietory, off Toulon, ‘-20lh November, 1S0J3. 

Sir, 

Captain Staines of his Majesty’s Sloop Camelcon, Avill 
deliver you two letters, and three for his Excellency Mr. 
Frere and Mr. Hunter, which you will be good enough to 
forward by the first opportunity to Madrid. I must beg you 
will be so obliging as to give me all the political news wdth 
respect to the situation of our two Countries, w hich I am very 
anxious to know, and hope they remain in every respect 
friendly to each other. Captain Staines is good enough to 
undertake the execution of some commissions for me in the 
stock w^ay, and I shall be much obliged by your friendly 
assistance in procuring the several articles. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO .1. IIOOKIIAM EBKUE, E.SQ., MINISTER AT MADRID. 

Eroin (. larki' niul 3I‘Arlluir, vol. ii. p. oKL] 

•2m ii Nov'-mber. ISikl. 

I have the honour to enclose, for your Excellency's informa- 
tion, two letters which will mark the conduct of the Spaniards 
towards us, and of wliich I doubt not but you w'ill serioirsly 
compiain. I trust that we shall bo received in the Spanish 
Ports in the same manner as the French. T am ready to 
make large allowances for the miserable situation Spain has 
placed herself in ; but there is a certain line beyond which I 
cannot submit to be treated with disresjicet. VVe have given 
up Irench Vc.sscls taken within gun-shot of the Spanish shore, 
and yet French Vessels are permitted to attack our Ships 
h’oiu the Spanish shore. Your Excellency may assure the 
Spanish Government, that in whatever place the Spaniards 
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allow the French to attack ns, in that place I shall order the 
French to be attacked. The old order of 1771, now put in 
force against us, is infamous; and I trust your Excellency 
will take proper steps, that the present mode of enforcing it 
be done away — it is gross partiality and not Neutrality. I 
am. See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LIEUTENANT • 

[From Clarke ami M‘Arllmr, vol- ii. p. a30.] 

Novombor. ISOS. 

I have just received your letter, and I am truly sorry that 
any difference should arise between your (Captain, who has 
the reputation of being one of the bright Officers of the 
Service, and yourself, a very young man, and a very young 
Officer, who must naturally have much to learn; therefore 
the chance is that you are perfectly wrong in the disagreement. 
However, as your present situation must be very disagreeable, 
I will certainly take an early opportunity of removing you, 
provided your conduct to your present (kiptain be such, that 
another may not refuse to receive you. I am, Sec., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS excellency THE FRENCH AD.MIRAL. 

! lA'tlor-Book. j 

Victory, Jit Soa, l)ercmb«*r llli, ls03. 

Sir, 

Although my Flag of ^Fruce was treated so unkindly® when 
I wished to send you a letter relative to an Exchange ol 
Prisoners, by being kept several hours under Sepet, and then 
ordered off in a very uncivil manner, which I am sure must 
have been unknown to you, yet, when the comfort of so many 
individuals is at stake, I again take this opportunity of offering 
an Exchange of Prisoncis of War; therefore, whenever you 
please to send to Malta any number of English Prisoners of 


Viilo aiit**. 
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W ar, I will direct as many French to be returned, and I shall 
be glad of this occasion of allowing of a number of your 
Officers to return on their parole of honour until they shall be 
regularly exchanged by an arrangement between our Govern- 
ments. 1 have the honour to remain, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR KVAN XEPEAA, ILVRT., ADMIRALTY. 

[Originul, in llie Adinirs\lly,] 

Victory, nt Sen, itli Dcccinln'r, lS(<3. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a Report of Survey on the main 
and mizen rigging belonging to his Majesty’s Ship Excellent, 
together with a memorandum from (hiptain Sothcron attached 
to the said Report, whicli you will please to lay before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for tlieir information. 
It is much to be lamented that a Ship so recently from Eng- 
land, and coming direct abroad from a King’s Yard, should 
have sailed in such a state ; the Master-Attendant at Ports- 
mouth must either have been blind to the situation of the 
rigging, or not have given himself trouble to discover its 
miserable state. I am. Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Inclosed is a letter from Captain Conn of the Cano- 
])us, to the Captain of the Elect, by which their Lordships will 
observe how bare of the necessary stores that Ship is, and that 
she has no shroud-hawser on board. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

ro CAPTAIN AIOl nUAV, II. M. 8II1P ACTIVE. 
i^Lottor-Book. j 

Vjflorv, at Soft, .'nIi Docoiiilx r, 

Sir, 

I have to desire that you will proceed offi Toulon, with the 
Sliips under your orders, immediately on receipt of this 
letter ; but if you have any particular object that you may 
judge it necessary to keep a Frigate for a few days longer in 
the Gulf of Genoa, in that case you arc at liberty citlier to 
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stay yourself, or leave the Phoebe for that particular service. 
Herewith you will receive the present probable Rendezvous of 
the Squadron. You will find orders for your further proceed- 
ings on your arrival off Toulon, on board the Frigate watching 
the Enemy at that Port. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Immediately on receipt of this, I am to desire you 
will dispatch Sir William Bolton, in his Majesty’s Sloop 
Childers, to join me at St. Pierres, near the Island of Sar- 
dinia. 


TO CAPTAIN MOUBRAY, H.M. SHIP ACTIVE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, oth Dccrniber, 

Secret. 

Whereas it is of the utmost importance that the Enemy’s 
Setuadron in Toulon should be most strictly watched, and that 
I should be made acquainted with their sailing and route with 
all dispatch, should thej^ put to sea. You are therefore hereby 
required and directed to employ his Majesty’s Ship ActivT, 
under your command, on the above service, together with the 
Phoebe or any other Ship which may join you from Malta ; 
and as it is my intention to proceed with the Scpiadron im- 
mediately to St. Pierre’s, near the Island of Sardinia, (where 
I shall remain till about the 14th of this month), you will in- 
stantly on receipt of this, dispatch Ilis Majesty’s Sloop Childers 
to join me at St. Pierre’s ; and as the S([iiadron will leave that 
Island as soon after the 14th as possible, and |)roceed direct to 
the Rendezvous herewith transmitted, where I shall remain, 
unless deemed necessary to proceed off Algiers — in which 
case the Squadron will not be longer absent from the enclosed 
Rendezvous than two or three days at furthest, should the 
Enemy’s Squadron, or any part of it, put to sea in the mean- 
time, or you obtain any intelligence necessary for my im- 
mediate information, you are to dispatch a Frigate to St. 
Pierres, near the Island of Sardinia, with an account thcreot, 
where instructions will be left for her Commander where to 
find me, should I have quitted that anchorage. And you are 
also to proceed immediately in the Active to the enclosed 
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Rendezvous, where the Squadron will be found, unless, as is 
before-mentioned, it should become necessary for me to make 
my appearance off Algiers for a day or two. You arc only to 
keep the Active and another Frigate for this service, and dis- 
patch any other Shij) or Vessel which may join you off 
Toulon, to St. Pierres, or to the Rendezvous which accompa- 
nies this, should you judge that I have left the former place. 
You are to continue on this service until relieved, or you 
receive my orders for your further proceedings. I have 
directed the Honourable Captain Boyle to join me at St. 
Pierres, the moment he is relieved from watching the Enemy 
at Toulon. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — The Rendezvous, No 97, alluded to in the above 
order, is transmitted to you in my letter of this date. 


TO COMMISSrOXKR OTWAY, AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, iit Sea, Ctli December, lS0:j. 

Sir, 

I have received your letters of the 2nd ultimo, on the sub- 
ject of the scarcity of stores at Gibraltar Yard, which I am 
very well aware must be the case ; but before any could be 
returned you in the William, Store-Ship, from Malta, the Hin- 
dostan will have arrived from England, when you must take 
a small quantity of such articles of cordage, &c., as may be 
wanted for the use of Ilis Majesty's Shij)s in your vicinity; 
and as the Ships Avatching the Enemy ofP Toulon are much 
in want of spars and sails, the Hindostan must be held in 
readiness to join me otf that place, or on such other Rendezvous 
as I may find expedient. The Convoy sent for her will have 
niy instructions on that head. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SlJl EA'AN NEPEAX, PART., ADAIIHALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Adinirally.J 

Victory, at Sen, fitli December, 180:1. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a letter from Mr. Joseph King,’ 
Boatswain of the Giierrier, Sheer-hulk at Gibraltar, dated the 
3rd ultimo, requesting for the reasons therein set forth, that 
I would appoint him Boatswain of the Dock- Yard at that 
place, which you will please to lay before the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty for their consideration ; and to 
say that 1 believe Mr. King to be a very deserving good man. 
I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DLKK OF (’LAREXCK. 

[From Clnrl«‘ juul M‘Ariliuv, v«>l. ii. ]). :U 1 . ] 

Off 'I'oulon, December 'i ib, l80:l. 

The French Fleet keep us waiting for them during a long 
and severe winter’s cruise; and such a place as all the Gulf of 
Lyons, for gales of wind from the N.W. to N.IC., I never saw ; 
but by always going away large, we generally lose much of 
their force and the heavy sea of the gulf. However, l)y the 
great care and attention of every Captain, we have suffered 
much less than could have been expected. I hope now to be 
allowed to call Keats my friend. He is very much recovered, 
and clieerful ; he is a treasure to the Service. By the French 
Papers, wliich wc have to November 19th, wc are in mo- 
mentary expectation of Buonaparte’s descent upon England ; 
and althougli I can have no fears for the event, yet there is, 
I hope, a natural anxiety to hear what is passing at so critical 
a moment, when everything wc hold dear in this world is at 
stake. I trust in God, Buonaparte Avill be destroyed, and that 
then the French may be brought, if the Powers of Europe 
have cither spirit or honour, to reasonable terms of Peace : 
that this may be soon, and with honour to our Country, is my 
fervent prayer, and shall ever be my most ardent endeavour. 1 
am, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 

* Vitle vol. i. j). 2 ’ j 7 . 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADAIIRALTV. 

[Origiiinl, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sen, lOtli December, 180:1. 

Sir, 

Having judged it necessary to proceed with the Squadron 
to the Madalcna Islands, in order to complete the wood and 
water of the respective Ships, and to procure such refresh- 
ments for their Companies tis the plaee would afford, you will 
please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that, from the very handsome supply of dollars from Captain 
Hardy, of the Victory, and the disinterested services of Mr. 
Richard Bromley, Purser of the Bclleisle, the (.Companies of 
the Ships named in the margin “ were supplied with as many 
bullocks, (sheep for the use of the sick,) and onion.s, as our 
short stay would admit of^ under the circumstances which 
they were to be procured. I feel much indebted to (hiptain 
Hardy for supplying money for that purpose, (bills on the 
Victualling-Board not being negotiable,) and particularly so 
to Mr. Bromley, whose trouble on the occasion has only been 
rewarded by my approbation; I therefore take the liberty of 
mentioning him as very deserving of promotion, and hope 
their Lordships will bear him in recollection as a candidate 
for a First or Second Rate. 

Complete vouchers for the whole of this purchase are gone 
to the Commissioners of Victualling, who will no doubt 
signify their approbation of the transaction. I am. Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO THE RESPECTIVE CAPTAIXS A\D COMMANDERS 01- H. M. 
SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE .’MEOn’ERRANEAN STATION. 

[’Onlf'r-Book.] 

Viciory, at Sea, lOlh Doc oinla'i-, ISO.'E 

Whereas, Robert Hwyer, a Private Marine belonging to 
His Majesty’s Ship Bellcisle was, by the sentence of a Court- 
Martial licld on him the 4th ultimo, to receive 500 lashes for 

‘ Violoiy, Kent, Caiio[)us, Superb, Bellelsle, Triiinipb, Renown, Stately, Ctime- 
leou. 
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disobedience of orders and insolence to liis Superior Officer, 
crimes of the most serious nature, and for which the delinquent 
no doubt looked forward to the awful sentence of death being 
pronounced upon him, instead of the corporal punishment 
above-mentioned : and, although the said Robert Dwyer has 
received only part of his punishment, yet it being the first 
offence of a public nature wliich has been brought to trial 
since my taking upon me the command of His Majesty’s Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, and the respective Captains having par- 
ticularly mentioned to me the very orderly conduct and good 
behaviour of their Ships’ Companies, I am, therefore, induced 
from these circumstances to remit the remainder of the said 
Robert Dwyer’s punishment ; but I must desire it to be per- 
fectly understood, and to warn the respective Ships’ Companies 
against the commission of crimes of a similar or any other 
nature, as well as against the shameful disgraceful crime of 
Desertion, as the sentence of the Court-Martial for cither of 
these offences, be it death or otherwise, will most certainly be 
inflicted without mitigation. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE CAPTAIN OF ANY OF IITS MAJESTY’S SHIPS WHO MAY 
m: IN SEARCH OF ME. 

[Lotier-Book. “ Satunlay, 1 0th December. At J-l'» p.m. the licet auchoied in 
Tolure Hoads, on the South side of Sardinia.] 

Victory, Gulf of Ihdma, December lltli, ISO.*). 

Sir, 

I am at anchor in the Gulf of Palma, wliich I prefer to St. 
Pierres: indeed, we were not able to get in for the bad 
w^eatber. In your passage round you must not pass between 
the Vacca and Aiitioco, but may safely pass between Toro 
and Vacca. I am Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

— If you have intelligence of importance to communi- 
cate, a Boat can come through the bridge of Antioco, at the 
North end. The Boat must be a small one. 

To be put under a cover and left for any other Ship which 
may come to St. Pierres in search of me. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Yictorv, Gulf of Palma, December D^th, 180.‘h 

My dear Davison, 

By the Excellent I received all your truly kind and friendly 
letters, and duplicate of one by Lisbon, \vitli all your kind 
present of pamphlets, &c., for which I am truly obliged to 
you; and 1 only wish I had the power of returning your 
continued kindness in any manner, but that is impossible. I 
rejoice to hear such good accounts of your new House,'' and I 
wish I could pass fifty thousand pounds through it. However, 
my name shall stand in it, if only for £10, and I sincerely hope 
every success will attend it. You deserve everything which 
your most sincere friends can wish you. Your letter of July 
13th only arrived in the Excellent, with a packet of news- 
papers sent to Plymouth. I have signed the Prox}^ for Lord 
Moira, and in doing it, I have broke through a resolution I 
made, never to give a Proxy; nor could anything have induced 
me to swerve from it, but to such a man as Lord Moira. 
Whether he is in or out of Office, my opinion of him is formed 
for ability, honour, and strict integrity, which nothing can 
shake, even should ever wc unfortunately diher on any par- 
ticular point. 

I wish, my dear Davison, that 1 had the power, as I have 
the inclination, to have named you Agent for the Prizes taken 
by the Victory, but they all know my wishes ; and if they will 
not, I cannot helj) it. It has fretted me not a little. My 
Secretary, Mr. Scott, who is a good man, perfectly understands 
that if we take any part of the French Fleet, and I am offered 
to name the Agent, which I do not expect, that I shall name 
you, and that although his name will not appear in the 
Agency, that I had settled with you that a part of the Agency, 
such as I thought just, should go to him for his trouble in this 
Country ; and if he was satisfied to do all the business in this 
Country, that the Agency being five per cent, on the nett pro- 
ceeds, two per cent, should go to him for his trouble, and three 
per cent, to you for making the distribution, and that sum 

* The Daukiiig IIoiiso of Aloxaiuler Dix\ Ison, Noel, Temi>ler, MiiUlleton, Johnson, 
ami Wedgwood, .‘11, Pall Mall. 

VOL. V. 
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you would pay him, with which he seemed perfectly satisfied, 
and so I hope will you ; but I assure 3^011 I do not expect any 
offer of the kind will be made me. They are all nearly 
strangers to me, and have their own friends and connexions. 

Dear Lady Hamilton tells me of all your kindness to her, 
and I am truly sensible of it. I shall not enlarge on that 
topic ; 3 mu know what I must feel. 1 wish I could be useful 
to Mr. Lucas, who Mr. Sparrow has recommended, but the 
Sceptre is gone to the East Indies : so finishes that matter. 

You will remember me kindly to Nepean. I hope your 
news from that quarter is correct. My crazy Fleet are getting 
in a very indifferent state, and others will soon follow. The 
finest Ships in the Service will soon be destroyed. I know 
well enough that if I was to go into Malta, I should save the 
Ships during this had season ; but if I am to watch the 
French, I must be at sea, and if at sea, must have bad weather; 
and if the Sliips are not fit to stand bad weather, they are 
useless. I do not say much ; but I do not believe that Lord 
St. Vincent would have kept the sea with such Ships, But 
my time of service is nearly over. A natural anxiety, of 
course, must attend my station; but, my dear friend, my 
eyesight fails me most dreadfully. I firmly believe that, in a 
very few 3 - ears, I shall be stone-blind. It is this only, of all 
my maladies, that makes me unhappy ; but God’s will be done. 

If I am successful against the French, I shall ask my retreat; 
and if I am not, I hope I shall never live to see it ; for no 
personal exertion on my part shall be spared. I can only 
again and again thank y’ou for all your kindness; and to beg 
you to believe me for ever, with the sincercst friendsbij), 
yours most faithfully. Nelson and Bronte. 

Be so good as to order my account to be made up, that I 
may’ know what I am in your debt. 


TO ADMIJiAL THE EARL OF ST. VINTENT, K.B. 
[Antograpli, in the possossiou of Vico- Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 
ViotoiT, Gulf of Palma, December l'2lli, IHOM. 

M}" dear Lord, 

I have received your kind letters by the Excellent, who 
joined me on the 24th of November, Captain Sotheron 
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having very properly, when off Minorca, left the Convoy to 
join me. I shall only say, tliat all your wishes respecting 
Officers shall be complied with, and, occasionally, I hope to 
be allowed to put in some of my followers ; for as to deaths 
in this country, they cannot be expected ; and dismissals by 
Court Martials, 1 hope never to experience. The station I 
chose to the Westward of Sicie, was to answer two important 
purposes : one to prevent the junction of a Spanish Fleet from 
the Westward ; and the other, to be to windward, so as to 
enable mo, if the Northerly gale came on to the N.N.W. 
or N.N.E., to take shelter in a few hours cither under the 
Hiercs Islands or Cape 8t. Sebastian ; and I have hitherto 
found the advantage of the ])osition. Now Spain, having 
settled her Neutrality, I am taking my winter’s station under 
St. Sebastian, to avoid the heavy seas in the Culf, and keep 
Frigates off Toulon. From September, we have experienced 
such a series of bad weather that is rarely met with; and I am 
sorry to sa}", tliat all the Ships which have been from England 
in the late War, severely feel it. I had ordered the Transports, 
with })rovisions, to meet me at St. Pierre’s, but as yet they 
have not made their appearance ; and althongli this day we 
average three months’ j)rovisions, yet I wish to keep them 
complete to near five months. You will sec by the Admiral’s* 
letter that the Kent has suffered so severely that she is going 
to Malta, and I much doubt our getting her to sea again 
under six weeks or two months, and the passage from Malta 
is hardly to be made with any Ship. The Amazon, who I 
have not seen but heard of, was three weeks from Malta as tar 
as JMinorca. In short, my dear liord, if I was to allow this 
fleet to get into such a Port as ^[alta, they bad better be' at 
Spithcad. 1 know no way of watching the Enemy but to be 
at sea, and therefore good Ships are necessary. The S\i])crb is 
in a very weak state ; but her (hiptaiiv’ is so superior to any 
difficulties, that I hear but little from her. Triumph and 
Renown complain a gemd deal. The next Convoy Avill pro- 
bably be the Braakel and Agincourt. The Donegal I am 
ordering to join me, and the French L’Aigle” must take her 
chance till I can get something more about me. However, 

* Itear-Ailiuiral Sir Richard Bickertoii. 

X 


* Kt’Jits. 


« At Cadiz. 
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you may rely that all which can be done by Ships and men 
shall be done ; whilst it pleases God to give me strength of 
health, all will do well, and when that fails, I shall give the 
cudgels to some stouter man ; but I hope to last till the Battle 
is over, and if I do that, it is all I can hope for, or in reason 
expect. Sir Richard Bickerton is a very steady, good Officer, 
and fully to be relied upon ; George Campbell you know ; 
and I am ever, my dear liOrd, with the greatest regard, most 
faithfully yours. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOriX TYSOX, ESQ. 

[Autogiapli, in tlie jiossession of Edwin Beedell, Esej.] 

Victory, Gulf of Pnlino, Deccinbcr l*2tli, 180 J. 

My dear Tyson, 

I am very much obliged by your kind attention. The 
things you was so good as to send me arc all arrived safe. I 
only beg that you will regularly debit me with the amount ; 
and on those conditions only I shall accept your kind offer of 
service. I have to thank you for my account of what htis 
been paid for the Guillaume Tell and Genereux ; and I beg 
you will, as soon as convenient, let me know how my account 
stands with you. 

Mr. Tucker’s account to you I can put no credit in. IJis 
conduct towards me has been illiberal in the greatest degree, 
for I can never suppose it to have been Lord St. Vincent’s 
orders. As for Digby’s^ claiming, he may whistle. I suppose 
Mr. Tucker has put him upon it. With respect to Lord 
Bridport,^ that is a distinct consideration, and I shall be very 
careful how I get involved in another lawsuit. But the new 
Proclamation is so involved in doubt, (hat it is in]})ossiblc to 
comprehend it ; but to ])revent disputes, Sir Richard Bickerton 
and myself agreed in writing, that I should share from the 
30th May, the da}^ I passed (hipc Finisterre, and he shares 
wdth me for all Prizes taken by rny orders to the day 1 joined 
him, which was July 8th. 

’ Captain Henry Digby, apparently us Captain of tlto Abnneiie : be commaintf'I 
Uie Africa, (J-i, ui Trafiugnr, aiid died an Admiral of the Rlnc and Knigbt 
Cross of the Jiath, iu August IH-t'-i. 

• Admiral Lord Bridporl became Commandcr-iii-Chief of tbe Squadron off Brest, 
iu - vpril 1700. 
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Buonaparte has, I think, certainly attempted a landing 
before this time, and, I trust in God, been cut off, and this 
will give us Peace. At Toulon, the Enemy are perfectly 
ready to put to sea, and they must soon come out ; but 
shall [say] where they arc bound. My opinion is, certainly, 
out of the Mediterranean.® Malta is useless to me, and when 
I am forced to send a Ship there, I never see her under two 
months. I am sure Toulon would be better watched from St. 
Helen’s than from Malta. Our Ships arc not in very good 
plight, and we want sails and spars for topmasts for Seventy- 
fours : there is not, I believe, one in this country. 

The William is gone to Malta, and, therefore, 1 know 
not her cargo ; but our weather has been so bad that sails 
cannot stand it, more especially with the very bad canvas 
made at present for the Navy. I have my usual luck about 
Prize-money : if I pay my expenses it is as much as I expect ; 
but the French Fleet will, I trust, repay me for all my toil 
and trouble, (hiptains Hardy and ^Murray arc both very well, 
and desire their remembrances ; and believe me ever, my 
dear Tyson, your much obliged and sincere friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO JAMES CUTFOimi, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER, GIBTxALTAR. 

[Letlor Book.] 

Victory, (iulf of Palma, L.Uli December, IsOo. 

Sir, 

As rice and sugar arc but poor substitutes for butter and 
cheese, and, in general, not much liked by the Ships Com- 
panies, I am to desire you will (if the price docs not exceed 
that of rice and sugar) j)urchasc cocoa and sugar, in lieu ol 
butter and cheese, for the Fleet under my command at least, 
for occasional supplies, and provided the stores under your 

“ I'liiers says, in liis “ History of the Cunsolalo and tlio J.mpire, that 

“ to dpci'ivi’ Nclstni was qiiito jiossiblc, for tliut groat Soamaii, fall of tl gt iiius of 
ilatilc, liad not always a porfooily covroot judginont ; and, inoroovor, lii: laind was 
oiaUinually disliirbt'd with tho romoinbrnnrn of Egypt and ho rcpri M its him as 
boing so “ constautly engrossod” with tho idea that I'<gypt was tho do. lin.uion <>t 
llu; Frendi IToet, as to have had no oonooption that, it was iutoudod t hu\c tho 
iModitevraueatt 1 — rorhvs Translutwti, vol. v. I'p. 07, 08. 
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charge are not over-stocked with rice, in which case you will 
submit my letter to the Commissioners of the Victualling for 
their direction, I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. J. DALTON,' ON BOARD THE RLNOWN. 

[From Clarke niid lVl‘Artlnir, vol. ii. p. Od‘2.] 

Dreiniljer l ith, ISO;), 

As Mrs. Lutwidge^ sends me woi*d, that you have admired 
some of my Naval Battles, I think that you will like to receive 
from me a Medal, which was struck by the ])artiality of my 
friends in remembrance of one of those Actions ; at least, it 
will serve to remind you, that on the 13th December 1803, 1 
had fij’st the ])leasurc of being known to you. A wish to 
imitate successful Battles, is the sure road, by exertion, to 
surpass them, which that you may do, for your own honour, 
and the advantage of your Country, is my sincere wish. 1 
am, See ., Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. CIIAULLS CONNOR, II.M. SIIIF MOKR. 

[From Clarke aiul M‘Arthiir, vol. ii. p. 

[Appai'ontlv Decoinbrr, is(i’). i 

Dear C harles, 

As (Captain Ilillyar has been so good as to say he would 
rate you Mid., I sincerely hope tliat your conduct will ever 
continue to deserve his kind notice and protection, by a strict 
and very active attention to your duty. If you deserve wtII, 
you arc .sure of my assistance. Mr. Scott will furnish you 
with money to begin your mess, and I shall allow you thirty 
pounds a year, if it ])e ncces.sary, wdiich Captain ilillyar will 
supply you witli. And as you from this day start in the 
world as a man, I trust that your future conduct in life "ill 
prove you both an Ofiicer and a Gentleman. Recollect that 

' Qufvv, jl‘ iiii |iro.beiri Retired (Jnptuin .lamrs RoImtI Dalton, ^^llO was 

n l.iruu nani iij Nf)\r ml»,‘r Iscii, nml a C'onniiamlor in April JslO? 

AJfMlal \v;is probaUv one ol thosft .struck l»y Mr. Davi.so)) to commcnioratc the Rattle 
Oftl' Nil.-, 

• \\iU‘ uC lii-r iViciiil, A'lijunil Skcniii;;toii Lutwidgf, so often ineutioned. 
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you must be a Seaman to be an Officer, and also, that you 
cannot be a good Officer without being a Gentleman. I am 
always, with most sincere good wishes, your true friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE REVEREND DR. NELSON. 

[Autogvai>li, iu the Nelson Pnpevs.] 

Victory, December l-ltli, ISO-S. 

My dear Brother, 

Your letter of September 23rd I received November 24th 
from Captain Strachey,^ who wants to be made a Post-Captain. 
I thank you much for your letter, and am always sure of your 
imalterable regard and affection. Most certainly, if you send 
out Charles Brown, I will, (if he has served his Time during 
my stay here,) if opportunity offers, promote him ; but next 
Christmas, please God, I shall be at Merton ; for, by that 
time, with all the anxiety attendant on such a (command as 
this, I shall be done up. The mind and body both wear out, 
and my eye is every month visibly getting worse, and, I mucli 
fear, it will end in total blindness. The moment the Battle 
is over, if I am victorious, I shall ask for my retreat — if, unfor- 
tunately, the contrary, I hope never to live to see it. In that 
case, you Avill get an early Seat in the House of Lords. If 
Mr. Addington docs not give me the same Pension as Govern- 
ment gave to the rich I.ord St. Vincent and Duncan, I shall 
consider no great favour done me, and the Country never 
could avoid giving the Pension to you : therefore, unless the 
other is tacked to it, I would not give thanks or sixpence to 
have it brought before Parliament to benefit Lord St. V’^in- 
cent’s heirs, and certainly, from circumstances, not mine. 
The putting the stone over poor Maurice^ was well done, and 
I approve very much. I do not know that you owe me 
anything respecting Ililborough; but if you do, I fully acrpiit 
you of the debt, and so let it be considered. 

The Ministers ought to have done more for you , but if 
you are made more comfortable, that is well. I have wrote 

** Ciiptnin Chvi^toplirr Stniolun-, who wa«s siiado a ( 'n'.'.ini.Mni' :• ii; April I 'O'i ; la' 
not Posted until .lime iMl L* 

* -Uieir eldest brother. Vide vol. iv. pp. -Us. 
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to Horace* at Eton, as I suppose his holidays will be over 
before this letter gets to Canterbury. I desire my kindest 
regards to Mrs. Nelson ; and believe me ever your most affec- 
tionate brother, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Originnl, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, in the Gulf of Palnm, lllli December, 1803. 

Sir, 

Having frequently since my arrival in this Country as Coin- 
niander-in-Chicf, had occasion to forward dispatches by ex- 
press, and otherwise to disburse sums of money for particular 
services, I am to rctpicst you will please to communicate 
the same to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
such a sum of money may be ordered me, for the above and 
other various purposes, (which the Service may occasionally 
demand,) as their Lordships may judge proper, and which 
may have been furnished Commanders-in-Chief in these Seas 
for their contingent expenses. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE CO.^IMAXDERS OF HIS AIAJE.STY’S SHIPS ST.VTELY, NAll- 
CISSUS, AND TERMAGANT, ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT ST. PIERRES. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Gulf of Palma, ITtli December, 1S()3. 

Sir, 

I am very much disappointed at the Transports from Malta 
not having arrived before this at St. Pierres, and ns 1 judge 
it necessary to proceed with the Squadron from hence, I 
am to desire you will, immediately on receipt of this, make 
the bc.st of your way, with his Majesty’s Ship under your 
command, together with the Transports which may be under 
your protection, off Cape St. Sebastian, where you will find 
the Squadron, or instructions for your proceedings. But 
should you from circumstances of bad weather, be unable to 

* Dr. Nelson’s only son, ftflcnvprls Viscount Trafalgar. 
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proceed off that place, you will make the best of your way to 
the Madalena Islands, where you will remain with the Trans- 
])orts till you receive further orders, sending to me an account 
of your arrival by any Vessel of War which you may fall in 
with ; but you are on no consideration whatever to leave the 
Transports or Victuallers unprotected. I arn, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — Should it so liap])eu that before you can get so 
far to the Northward as Asinara, you arc overtaken by a 
gale of wind from the Northward, in that case you are to 
anchor in the Gulf of Palma, sending to St. Pierres (to the 
care of the English Vicc-(h)nsul) a letter for me, which will 
be forwarded by any V^csscl of War looking for me. 

N. & B. 

N.B. — The Cvominandev of cither of his Majesty’s Ships 
before incntioncd, is hereby directed to take a copy of this 
letter, and leave the original, unless he shall be satisfied that 
the others are gone to join me, in which case he will take this 
letter with him, and proceed wdlh the Transports as therein 
directed. N. & B. 

TO CAPTAIN JOHN WIHTBV, 11. M. SHIP BELLEISLE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Gulf of t’ulmn, 17th December, 180o. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, together 
with a list of men who are considered to recpiirc the benefit 
of the Hospital, and a letter from Doctor Felix, submitting 
the propriety of an infusion of bark in wine or spirits being 
given to the people sent on the watering duty ; in answer to 
which I am to desire you will refer Doctor Felix to the 29th 
Article of his Instructions, which, in my opinion, cannot be 
considered as literally implying an additional quantity of wine 
to be given men sent on watering parties in Tropical Cli- 
mates, but as their daily allowance ; and therefore (jis you 
must be the best judge of the number of men sent on those 
occasions, and the necessity of administering bark in their 
^inc or spirits previous thereto) I request that you will also 
be governed by the said Article; and further desire to observe 
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on Doctor Felix’s letter, that it is not usual or proper to 
supply wine to the sick, in addition to their daily allowance, 
except when beer is constantly issued, a pint of wine being 
sufficient for almost any sick or convalescent person. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — The four men mentioned in the list before alluded 
to, are to be sent on board the Kent, when the Captain of the 
Fleet gives directions for that purpose. 


TO THE commanders OF HIS MAJESrv’s SLOOPS CAMELEON 
AND CHILDERS. 


[Letter Book.J 


Victory, Gulf of I’almn, 17tli December, J80:3. 

Sir, 

Not having been joined by his Majesty’s Sloop under your 
command, at St. Pierres, and judging it necessary to proceed 
from hence with the Squadron, I am to desire you will make 
the best of your w^ay, and join me wdth the said Sloo]), imme- 
diately on receipt of this, off Cape St. Se])astian’s, as directed 
in my secret Rendezvous, No. 97, dated the 4th instant, wltich 
1 perceive has been delivered to you by Captain Moubray of 
the Active. 1 am, &:c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — If the above Sloops do not arrive together, the Cap- 
tain wdio first anchors at vSt. Pierres, is to take a copy of this 
letter, and leave the original for the other, with a note in the 
margin that he has done so. 


MEMORANDUM FOR SIR RICHAUD RICKERTON TO CARRV’ JNTO 
EXECUTJON A'F MAl/J’A. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, Gulf of PnlmUf 17tli December, 180<>. 

The Braakel is intended to go home with the next Convoy, 
and the Agi»icourt to join her at Gibraltar; therefore the 
Ships from tlic Ix-vant, the Currant Ships from Patrass and 
Zaute, the Tra<lc from the Adriatic and Sicily, arc to be cob 
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lected as soon as possible. As the Agincourt will not go to 
Malta, a Sloop of War must be appointed to attend the Con- 
voy to Gibraltar, and then directed to return and join me on 
the Rendezvous. Sir Richard Bickerton will give all the 
necessary orders for carrying tlic Convoy to England, and for 
(Captain Briggs to put himself under his command, and proceed 
with the Convoy; and also write a letter to the Senior Officer 
at Gibraltar to see the Convoy, not only safe through the Gut, 
but also twenty-five leagues to the Westward of Cape Spartel. 
Sir Richard is desired during his stay to give all the assistance 
in liis power to our Trade, and, in particular, to take care that 
the Fisli Ships arc not delayed for want of (Convoy. 

I wrote some time ago to Captain Cracraft, that if he could 
spare the Juno, I Avanted her, being much distressed for 
Frigates, and if it is necessary, the Jalouse Sloop must be 
left in her room; but should Sir Richard meet with Cap- 
tain (Cracraft, and he wishes for a change of station, in that 
case Sir Richard Bickerton is at liberty to transfer the com- 
mand of Captain Cracraft’s Sipiadron to Captain Richardson 
of the Juno, and to send the Anson directly to mo. Should 
the Kenard be judged fit for the Service, and Maltese got to 
enfor for lier, the Kent is to lit her for sea, and the ten men 
belonging to the Victory are to be left for her, on board the 
Madras, till her ('ommandcr arrives ; and you will receive 
licrcwith an order to be delivered to the Officers of the Yard. 

The bread from Malta being very much infested with weevils, 
Sir Richard Bickerton is reipiested to incpiire into the reason, 
and to take such steps as may, in some measure, prevent so 
great a destruction of that species of provisions, by either 
housing it in clean Store-houses, or putting it up in clean 
Transports. You will receive a copy of my orders for the 
regulation of the Victuallers, should you meet them, to come 
to me under St. Sebastians ; if to the Northward of Asinara, 
to go to the Madalena Islands ; if to the Southward, to come 
here, and to take the best means in the ('oniinanders’ power 
to let me know his anchoraije, and not to abandon the Trans- 
ports ; and Sir Richard is dcsirctl to make inquiry what could 
have occasioned the non-arrival of the Transports long before 
this period. 


Nblsox and Bronte, 
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TO RKAR-ADMIIUL SIR RICHARD BICKER'J’ON, J3ART. 

[I.etter-Book.J 

Victory, the Gulf of Palina, 18th December, 1 8013. 

Sir, 

The state of his Majesty’s Ship Kent, bearing your Flag, 
having rendered it expedient to send her immediately to 
Malta, I herewith transmit you an order to Captain Stuart for 
that purpose, and have to request 3^011 will be pleased to pro- 
ceed with her to that place, and on ^^our arrival give such 
directions to the Officers of his Majesty’s Yard at Malta, as 
you may find necessary to get the Kent put in a state for 
service. But should it be found impracticable to make good 
her defects at Malta, so as to render licr an effective Ship for 
the present, or, from other circumstances, you should judge it 
proper to join me previous tliercto, you are at liberty to hoist 
3 ^our Flag on board an^^ Ship coming to the Fleet, and join 
me on my Secret llcndczvous off Toulon, or on No. 97, dated 
the 4th instant, under Cape St. Sebastian’s, as from the state 
of the weather you may think proper. I have the honour to 
be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I am to desire you will be pleased to order a survey 
to be held at Malta Hospital, on such Seamen, &c. as may be 
represented fit objects for invaliding, and oi'der tlicm a pas- 
sage to England in the Braakel. Enclosed is an order for a 
survey on the remains of medicines, &c. at Malta Hospital, 
which you will order to be carried into effect. 

N. Sc B. 


TO 8IR KVAN NEPEAN, BARI’., ADMIRAJ.TV. 


[liCtter-Book. “ Mondny, lOtli December. Af 0, wcl<rhcfl mid mndc siiil out ot 
ibe Gulf of Ibilma, as did tlie Sfjnadroii ; left llic Kent iit aiudior, and juirted com- 
puny. Nnnussufs and Traiu-poils from Miilla, joined (li«^ Squiidroii." — I'irtonj » 


Log.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOlli December, 

Sir, 

Having ordered a Transport and Victualler from Malta to 
rendezvous at St. Pierres, near the Island of Sardinia, you 
will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
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miralty, that I bore up for that place with the Squadron, the 
6th instant; but finding it impracticable, from the excessive 
bad weather, to gain that anchorage, I proceeded to the Gulf 
of Palma, and arrived tliere the 11th. It is a most excellent 
and commodious Bay, with good and safe anchorage for any 
number of Ships; and having communicated with St. Pierres, 
and finding the Transport and Victualler had not arrived, I 
remained in the Gulf of Palma till the 19th instant, when I 
got under weigh, and was joined by the Narcissus from Malta, 
with the Transport and Victualler before mentioned, which 
will nearly complete our provisions, and in some measure 
supply our wants of stores. The Squadron was only enabled 
to procure bullocks for ready mone}^, which was done as far 
ns private individuals could contribute, but not sufficient!}^, 
although there was great abundance of cattle, and to* be had 
upon reasonable terms. Finding from the Camcleon, wdiich 
has just joined me, that the Enemy’s Ships at Toulon are still 
in Port, I shall proceed to the Madalena Islands for a few 
days, to clear the Transports and complete our water, and 
immediately after return offi Toulon. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR KVAX NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, iji the Admiralty.] 

Victory, nt Sea, ‘40ih December, 1800. 

Sir, 

Dr. Snipe, Physician of the Fleet under my command, and 
Inspector of Hospitals, having returned from Malta (where he 
wont for the purjwsc mentioned in my letter to you of the 
24th ultimo,) I herewith transmit you for the iuformalioii of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, his several letters 
from Number one to five, on the subject of the Naval Hospital 
at Malta, together with copy of a contract which he has 
entered into with a Mr. William Higgins, merchant at 
Valetta, for victualling the Seamen and Marines that may be 
sent to that Hospital, which appears to be done very consistently 
for the interest of Government and for the comfort of the 
sick and convalescent people. I have, therefore, approved the 
said contract and returned it to Malta to be carried into effect, 
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which I trust will meet their Lordships’ approbation. It is 
only to be observed that Bughay [?] is the fittest situation at 
Malta for a Naval Hospital. I am, Sir, See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE RESPECTIVE CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS OF lIJS 

majesty’s ships and vessels on the AIEDITERRANEAN 

STATION. 

[From n Copy, in the Admirall v.] 

Victory, at Sen, 21st December, 

Whereas, Doctor Snipe, Physician to the Fleet, under my 
command, has reprc.sentcd to me by letter of this date, the 
very great danger attending the health of the Seamen sent in 
wooding and watering parties, either on the Island of Sardinia 
or the Madalena Islands, which abound with marshes ; and as 
a preventive against the effects of disease which the men are 
subject to on these occasions, at the places above-mentioned, 
has recommended that a dose of Periivian-bark, in a prepara- 
tion of good sound wine or spirits, be given to each man in 
the morning, previous to his going on shore on cither of the 
above services, and tlie same in the evening after his returnon 
board, and has, at the same time, stated tliat two gills of wine, 
or one gill of spirits mixed with an equal (pianlity of water, 
ill addition to the usual allowance, is all that is necessary: 
And as the preservation of the licalth of the Seamen is on all 
occasions (more particularly on the present) of the utmost 
consequence and importance to the (Country, You arc, there- 
fore, hereby required and directed, Avhenever liis jMajesty's 
Ship under your command, goes into cither the Island of 
Sardinia, or the Madalena Islands, to order the Parser to 
supply the Surgeon with two gills of wine, or one gill of 
spirits per day, for each of the men sent on shore on wooding 
or watering parties, to be mixed with Peruvian bark, and given 
to the men in the manner before -mentioned. 

Great care is to be taken by the Captain that no improper 
use is made of this order, and that none hat those ivho an* 
actually sent on either of the services before-mentioned, are 
supplied with wine or spirits ; the Commanding -Officer is 
therefore to deliver a list of the men’s names who are to be 
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sent on these services to the Surgeon, regularly signed, whose 
receipt, approved by the Captain, shall be a sufficient voucher 
to the Purser. And on the Ship’s being completed in wood 
and water, an account of the quantity of wine or spirits issued 
to the men as above, in addition to their allowance, is to be 
sent to me for my information, together with the Surgeon’s 
observations on its effects to the Physician of the Fleet. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGK, ADMIRALTY. 

[From Clarke and JPArtliur, vol. ii. i». .Mid.] 

Ofl’ Corsica, ilst December, 180M. 

Were I, my dear Troubridge, to begin describing ali the 
complaints and wants of this Fleet, it would be exactly the 
same, I dare say, as jmu receive from all other Stations ; but 
as it can be attended with no good effect, I shall save myself 
the trouble of writing, and you of reading them. The 
Storekeeper has sent two Ships to the Adriatic to land [(pier}’', 
ship] hemp, and therefore I hope that we shall in time get 
rope to supply our wants. Every bit of twice-laid stuff’ be- 
longing to the Canopus is condemned, and all the running- 
rigging in the Fleet, except the Victory’s. We have fitted the 
Excellent with new main and mizen rigging; it was shameful 
for tlie Dock-yard to send a Ship to sea with such rigging. 
The Kent is gone to Malta, fit only for a summer’s passage. 
They arc still under such alarm at Naples, that I cannot with- 
draw the Gibraltar. I have submitted to Sir Richard Strachan, 
whether the state of the French Ships at Cadiz would allow 
of his coming to me for six weeks? for although I have no 
fears of the event of a Battle with six to their eight, yet 
if I can have eight to their eight, I shall not despise the 
equality. 

We are not stoutly, or in any manner, well-manned in the 
Victory, but she is in very excellent order, thanks to ITardy ; 
Ji^nd I think, woe be to the Frenchman she gets alongside of. 
I have just been to the Southern end of Sardinia, having 
ordered the Transports with provisions to meet me at St. 
I^ierres ; but it blew such a tremendous storm, that we could 
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not get in. It, however, turned out fortunate, for after the 
gale we got into the Gulf of Palma, which is without ex- 
ception the finest open Roadstead I ever saw. I shall send 
you the plan of it, and soundings taken by the Master of the 
Victory,'* an eleve of Ilallowell’s ; I have him here, to make him 
a Lieutenant. Lemon-juice we are getting, and much better 
than we procure from England ; but the dilliculty is coining 
at the price; and at this distance it is not all our letters that 
can rectify incorrectness. I have directed Sir Richard Ricker- 
ton, who is gone in the Kent, to make inquiries into this de- 
partment : there is no such thing as stopping the baking of 
bread, although I have accounts of abundance coming from 
England ; but they like to bu}^ and so they may ; I will, how- 
ever, give no order. You will see the reports respecting a 
Naval Hospital at Malta. It is curious that in a ])lace taken 
by the close blockade of the Navy, and when the only reason 
for keeping it \vas to have a Naval Station, tliat no spot has 
been allotted for a Naval Ilosj^ital ; and we arc upon suffer- 
ance from day to day. Bughayp] is certainly the only proper 
place, as it stands insulated with grounds, and has every means 
of comfort ; but to complete it for loO men would cost, besides 
the purchase of house and grounds, 1000/., and 2000/. more 
to put it in order. Ball says 5000/. would do the whole ; but 
I say for 5, read 10,000/. I have six Frigates and Sloo])s 
\vatching the French Army in the Adriatic, and at the Mouth 
of the Archipelago. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN DONNELLY, II. M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Autogvftpli, in iho pos^sfM^ioii of tin* Into Ailam Rroinilow, Esi].] 

Vii'torv, at Sou, 1 )i‘cM*inl)er ■H^l, 

Sir, 

Being obliged to go into the Madalena Islands for water, 
and being very anxious to know if the Enemy’s Fleet arc 
still in Toulon, I have to desire that you will immediately 
proceed off that Port, and cither by looking in or speaking 
any of the Frigates stationed off there, ascertain wlicther 


® Mr. Atli'jison, aftenvards Mastir-Attondant at Portsmoutli Dock \«u'd. 
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Enemy are in or out of Port. It is probable, supposing the 
wind Westerly, that I shall not be able to leave Madalena 
until Monday the 26th, and you will therefore regulate your 
movements according to circumstances ; and you will direct 
every Vessel of War w'hich you may fall in with to join me 
without loss of time: from Madalena I shall proceed directly 
under Cape St. Sebastians. The Amazon, Seahorse, Terma- 
gant and Niger, are the Vessels you arc most likely to fall 
in with. I am, Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, RART., ADIMIRALTV. 

[Original, in the Ailmiralty.] 

Victory, nt Sea, December, 180.3. 

Sir, 

The French National Schooner Lc Rcnard, captured by 
the Squadron under my command on the 16th ultimo, as 
mentioned in my letter to yon of that date, having been found 
upon survey, by the Officers at Malta Yard, lit for his 
Majesty’s Service, and Vessels of that description being very 
much wanted, you will please to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that I have ordered her to he taken 
into his Majesty’s Service by the same name, and have directed 
the respective Officers at Malta to fit her for sea with all dis- 
patch, with a complement of sixty men, including two boys 
to be borne on the third class. 1 have appointed Lieutenant 
Richard Spencer,^ late of the (^amclcon, (who has been for 
some time in the Triumph,) to coinmand the Bonard, and 
have placed her immediately under the directions of Sir 
Alexander Ball for the protection of the commerce at jMalta, 
and the various other services of that Island; conse(|nently, 
have desired Lieutenant Spencer to apply to Sir Alexander 
for his assistance in ])rocuring IVIaltese to man the said 
Schooner, which I hope will meet their Lordships’ approba- 
tion. I am. Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Aflei'warilvi Captain Sir Rii-haril Bppiirev, C.13, K.C.II.: bo Jioil (.loverimr of 
Western Australia, iu July 

VOL, V, Y 
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TO THE RESPECTIVE ADIMTRALS, CAPTAINS, AND COMMANDERS 
OF IMS majesty’s SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE MEDITEKRA* 
NEAN station. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Soa, 01st Decoiuber, 

Having placed Ilis Majesty’s Schooner the llcnard under 
the immediate directions of Sir Alexander John Ball, Bart., 
to be employed for the ])rotection of the commerce of the 
Island of Malta, or on such other service as the Governor may 
think proper. You arc therefore, hereby required and directed 
on no account to interfere with the said Schooner, or to give 
her (Commander any order whatever, unless upon consulting 
with Sir Alexander Ball, 3^011 find her service for the time 
being can be dispensed with, and the urgency of the case 
shall require it. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LIEUTENANT WILLIAM PEMBERTON, LATE RESIDENT AGENT 
OF TRANSPORTS AT MALTA, HEREBY APPOINTED GOVERNOR 
OF THE NAVAL HOSPITAL AT MALTA. 

[ From a Copy, in the Admiralty. ] 

Victory, at Sea, ‘ilsl Pcccmbor, 1^0.'$. 

Whereas I judge it necessary, for the good of his Majesty’s 
Service, that a Governor, or Superintendant Officer should be 
appointed to the Naval IIosj)ital established at Malta, (by the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty',) under the charge of 
Mr. John Gra^^, Surgeon, You are therefore hereby required 
and directed to take ujioii 3'ou the charge and employment of 
Governor of the said Naval Hospital, }>aying very strict and 
particular attention to the cleanliness and comfort of the 
Patients in their different apartments, so far as you niay 
judge necessary, and the Surgeon recommend for their good; 
also to use every means to prevent de.sertions and irregularities 
of every description, for which purpo.se you arc to apply to 
the Commanding or Senior Officer in Valettc Harbour wlicn- 
cver you find his hiterfcrence necessary to carry the same into 
effect. 

Vou aro to transmit to the said Senior Officer, a list of such 
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Seamen and Marines as the Surgeon may deem fit objeets for 
invaliding, previous to the sailing of any Ship or Vessel of 
War for England, in order that a survey may be held upon 
them, and sent home by such opportunity ; but strict regard 
is to be paid to this eircumstance, and none put on the list 
for invaliding but such as cannot recover in this Country ; 
regular lists of which, and the state of tlie sick in the said Hos- 
pital, you are to transmit to me monthly, and direct the Surgeon 
to send an account to the Sick and Hurt Board of the number 
of Seamen and Marines which may have been received into 
the Military Hospital, agreeable to the form and instructions 
left by Dr. Snipe. You are to continue in the cinployment 
of Governor of the said Naval Hospital until the pleasure of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall be known, 
with such an allowance for yourself and servant as is usual on 
similar occasions ; and, for so doing this shall be your order. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, DART., ADAIIRAITV. 

[Oiiyiiisil, ill tlio Ailuiinilty.] 

Viciorv, at ‘21 si Prconilifr, ISU:’. 

Sir, 

Judging it for the good of his Majesty’s Service, that a 
Governor or Superintending Olficcr should be appointed to 
the Naval Hospital at Alalta, as has been eustoinarv in this 
(country, yon will please to acijuaint the J^ords Commissioners 
ot the Admiralty, that I have appointed Lieutenant William 
Pemberton (late Agent for Transports at Malta) to be Gover- 
nor of. the Naval Hospital at that place, until their T.ordsliips* 
pleasure shall be known, which I hope they will ap})rovc and 
he pleased to confirm. Lieutenant Pemberton, from his late 
situation, requires no recommendation, and it only remains 
for me to observe, that ho is an old Oiliccr, and, iu my 
opinion, very deserving of their Lordships* notice. Inclosed 
IS a copy of his Order, for their information. 1 am, Sir, &e. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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he had to say ; and I wrote to the Pasha in his cipher, to 
say that Captain C. was gone to Panormo, if he wished to 
have any conversation witli him ; and I have no doubt but 
Captain Cracraft will execute his mission to your Lordship’s 
satisfaction. 

Willi respect to raising the (Corsican Corps, I shall give 
every facility in my power, and have on board two Officers to 
bo landed at Madalcna; some of the Corsican conscripts 
taken in their ])assagc to France, have entered into the Corps, 
and we have picked up some of Dillon’s, which I have sent to 
Malta. Messina, should it be entrusted to our care, shall, 
you may rel}^ be well guarded by a Naval defence. I have, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO TJIE RIGHT liOAOHUAnLE LORD IIORART. 

[From Clarke and MCVrtliur, vol. ii. p. ;M4.] 

December ’^'ind, 180:1. 

My dear Lord, 

In presuming to give my opinion on an}^ subject, I venture 
not at infallibility, and more particular information may con- 
vince me that opinion is wrong. But as my observations on 
what I see arc not unacceptable, I shall state them as they 
strike me at the moment of writing. God knows, if we could 
possess one Island, Sardinia, we should want neither Malta, 
nor any other : this, which is the finest Island in the Medi- 
terranean, possesses Harbours fit for Arsenals, and of a capa- 
city to hold our Navy, within twenty- four hours’ sail of 
Toulon. Bays to ride our Fleets in, and to watch both Italy 
and Toulon, no Fleet could pass to the Eastward between 
Sicily and the Coast of Barbary, nor through the Faro of Mes- 
sina : Pdalta, in point of position, is not to be named the same 
year with Sardinia. All the fine Ports of Sicily are situated 
on the Eastern side of the Island, consequently of no use to 
watch anything but the Faro of Messina. And, rny Lord, I 
venture to predict, that if wc do not — from delicacy, or com- 
miseration of the lot of the unfortunate King of Sardinia — the 
Flench will, get possession of that Island. Sardinia is very 
little known. It was the policy of Piedmont to keep it in the 
background, and whoever it has belonged to, it seems to have 
been their maxim to rule the Inhabitants with severity, in 
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loading its produce with such duties as prevented the growth. 
I will only mention one circumstance as a proof: half a cheese 
was seized, because the poor man was selling it to our Boats, and 
it had not paid the duty. Fowls, eggs, beef, and every article, 
are most heavily taxed. The Coast [Court?] of Sardinia 
certainly wants every penny to maintain itself; and yet I am 
told, after the wretched establishment of the Island is paid, 
that the King does not receive T5000 sterling a-year. The 
Country is fruitful beyond idea, and abounds in cattle and 
sheep — and would in corn, wine, and oil. It has no manufac- 
tories. In the hands of a liberal Government, and freed from 
the dread of the Barbary States, there is no telling what its 
produce would not amount to. It is worth any money to obtain, 
and I pledge my existence it could be held for as little as 
Malta in its establishment, and produce a large revenue. I 
have done ; perhaps you will think it time : I wdll not venture 
to give an opinion on the state of the Turkish Empire, 
although I have a strong one ; but that would be too bad. I 
am. See., Nelson and Bronte, 

TO CAPTAIN SCI103IBERG, JLM. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book, j 

Victory, at Sea, 22ud December, IBOJL 

Sir, 

By the Narcissus I received your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
acquainting me with the steps you had taken to forward the 
provisions and stores for the Squadron, and that the residue 
on demand should be sent by the first opportunity ; that you 
had ordered scuttles to be cut in the Ivaven, so as to enable 
her to use her sweeps with effect ; that the Spider was com- 
pktely refitted ; that, in order to enable the Yard Ofliccrs to 
caulk the Juno, it became necessary to remove a great part of 
the stores on board the William Store Ship, to get at the 
pitch, and that, in consequence, it was advisable to unload 
her : in answer to which, I beg to observe, that the whole of 
your conduct, in the above particulars of service, meets my 
entire approbation. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO NATHANIEL TAYf.OR, ESQ., NAVAL STOREKEEPER AT MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, 2’2iid December, ISOJL 

Sir, 

By the Narcissus I received your letter of the 5th instant, 
acknowledging my several letters, &c. and requesting, for the 
reasons therein mentioned, that your instructions may be re- 
turned ; that you had forwarded by the Eliza and Ellice an 
additional supply of slops, hemp, &c. ; that the Yard punts 
were repaired, the Cracker hauled up for that purpose, and 
two new ones agreed for ; that the Thomas and Mary Trans- 
port proceeded to Trieste, under protection of the Jalousc, for 
hemp, which you had desired might be taken from the person 
in charge of Government hemp and other stores ; and that 
you had drawn on the Navy Board for £10,200 sterling, for 
the payment thereof, and sent the bills to be negotiated on 
the best terms for Government. In answer to which, I here- 
with return your instructions, and am glad that the slops, 
hemp, and other stores arc arrived, the Squadron being very 
much in want of them. I approve of the Cracker’s being 
hauled ii[) for repairs, and two others agreed for, as you men- 
tion ; also of the measures you have taken to procure hemp 
for the Elect, and other Naval stores, should they be wanted. 
I hope supplies of the stores you may soon be in want of, will 
anivc from England in the Hindostan, time enough to answer 
your necessities, as purchases must, on all occasions, be avoided 
as much as possible. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCJKLLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Antogrnpli, in the Elliot Tapers. “ Sntnrdnj', 2tth December. At fl-OO, an- 
chored ill A{;:inc()urt Sound, Mudaleua Islands, with the Squadron and Transports.” 
— Victor if s L()(j.'\ 

Private. victory, December 25tli, I808i 

My dear Sir, 

I congratulate you most cordially on the near approach of 
Mrs. Elliot and your fine family, who I hope arrived at the 
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time you expected, in perfect health. I suppose some Ships 
will come out to relieve the crippled ones of this station, but 
I do not believe they will increase my numbers. I do not 
credit a word of our taking Guadaloupc. 

I am sorry that good Mr. Falconet should get into any 
scrape upon my account, and I never considered the buying 
a few candles with my money would be construed into sup- 
plying the Fleet : however, I will be more careful in future. 
I wish you had employed Nudi for the sake of your family. 
He has the only good medicines in Naples, and he docs not 
torment his patients with physic. I enclosed Acton a list of 
the French Fleet. Numerous as they are, I only wish them 
out. We should have sailed this morning but for a hard gale 
of Westerly wind. With respectful compliments to Mrs. Elliot, 
1 am ever, my dear Sir, your much obliged and faithful. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR K\ AN NHPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Ailininilty.] 

Vic-lorv, at (he Mndalcna Islands, Sardinia, viOlli December, ISOIl. 

Sir, 

Mr. Atkinson, Master of his Majesty’s Ship Victory, having 
with much care and attention, in company with INIr. Charles 
Royer,® surveyed the Bay or Gulf of Palma, and taken the 
particular soundings, as mentioned in a Chart which has been 
done by the said Mr. Charles Royer, a Midshipman belong- 
ing to the Victory; and as I judge it to be a very connect and 
well-executed Plan of the said Bay, I herewith transmit it to 
you for their Lordships’ information ; and beg leave to say, 
that as Mr. Royer has no friend to bring him forward in the 
Service, and being a very deserving young man, I mean to 
take an early opportunity of promoting him to the rank of 
Lieutenant, which I trust will meet their Lordships’ approba- 
tion. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

® >[i’. Charles Royer was made a Lieutemmt, in November 1801, niul obtained 
liiy present rank of Retired Commander in Tebruary 1808. 
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TO CAPTAIN THE HONOURABLE THOMAS BLADEN CAPEL, 
Jl.M. SHIP PHffiBK. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, Madaleiia Islands, 20tli December, 1803. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with Ilis Majesty’s Ship Phoebe, under your com- 
mand, to my Rendezvous No 97, under Cape St. Sebastians, 
and cruize there till you shall fall in with any of the 
Squadron ; upon your doing so, you arc to communicate 
to them where I tlni, at this moment, and that the first change 
of wind after Wednesday next, the 28th instant, I shall pro- 
ceed immediately to the said Rendezvous, under Cape St. 
Sebastians. Should you on your way to that place fall in with 
either the Seahorse, Niger, or Termagant, on their passage to 
this place, you arc not to order their return to the Rendezvous, 
but direct their Commanders to proceed to this anchorage with 
the utmost dispatch. Having performed this service you arc 
to land the Spanish recruits on board the Plirebc, either at 
Barcelona, or any other place more convenient, and write a 
letter to the Captain General, impressing upon his mind your 
great attention to llis Catholic Majesty’s Subjects, in not send- 
ing them to Malta, being taken in an Enemy’s Vessel ; and also 
state very particularly the conduct of the party which fired upon 
the English Boats. You arc immediately (after having landed 
ihe Spanish recruits as above) to proceed to Gibraltar, and 
deliver my dispatches for the Admiralty to Commissioner 
Otway, and those also bearing hi.s address, and use every 
]>ossible exertion in refitting His Majesty’s Ship Phoebe, and 
in completing her stores, provisions, &c. to the usual time ; 
having so done, you arc to return and join me on my Rendez- 
vous No. 97, under Cape St. Sebastians, with all dispatch; 
and as, it is probable, the Hindostan Storeship may have 
arrived from England, and being very much distrc.ssed for 
stores, you are to take her under your protection, and bring 
her with you to the Squadron on the Rendezvous above- 
mentioned. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO JAMES CUTFORTH, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER, GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Madalena Islands, 20tli December, 1803. 

Sir, 

As provisions will soon be wanted for the Fleet under my 
command off Toulon, I am to desire you will load a proper 
Transport with a proportion of bread for 5600 men, for two 
months, about six weeks’ beef and pork, with every species of 
provisions in proportion to the bread, except wine, of which 
a small quantity only will be wanting, as supplies of that 
article can be had from llosas, upon more reasonable terms 
for Government than from your stores. The Victualler to be 
loaded immediately, and to bo held in readiness to join me 
by the Phoebe, or the first Man-of-War coining to the Fleet. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — The provisions to be all put in one Transport or 
Victualler, that the Convoy bringing her may take her in 
low; the wine, therefore, to be excepted, if it cannot be 
stowed. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills MAJESTY THE KING OF THE TWO SICILIES. 

[From u Copy.] 

Victory, -Kitli December, 1803. 

Sire, 

I presume to address your Majesty on the return of this 
season of the Nativity, and to express my wishes for your 
Majesty’s health, and every felicity which Divine Providence 
erm bestow. I also fed })lcfisurc in renewing my sincere and 
devoted attachment to your Majesty and your august Ftimily, 
and to assure you that the last drop of my blood is at your 
disposal. I have wrote to General Acton respecting the 
Gibraltar’s joining me, yet your Majesty and Family are the 
great objects of my care and attention; and altliough she 
would be acceptable on the day of Battle, yet I trust, with the 
blessing of God on our just Cause, that we shall give a very 
good account of the Enemy without her. Therefore, whether 
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the Ship comes or not, entirely depends upon your Majesty’s 
pleasure. I hope that the French have not 3'et invaded your 
Capital ; but with such a Nation as the French, who can be 
sure of them for a moment ? With most respectful and sin- 
cere attachment, I am for ever, your Majesty’s most devoted 
servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE TWO SICILIES. 

£From a Copy.] 

Victory, December 20tli, I80J. 

Madam, 

I know your Majesty’s heart so well, that whatever is well 
meant will be favourably received ; therefore I presume at 
this season of festivity, to renew to your Majesty my assur- 
ances of the most devoted attachment to your august person 
and family, and that I feel all the warmth of the obligations I 
owe you, for all your goodness to me. Never, as long as I 
draw breath, will my exertions cease for the comfort of your 
Majesty, and I only wish that they may be attended with the 
desired effect. I have sent General Acton a list of the French 
Fleet, and of ours, and I leave it to the King’s jdcasurc to send 
the Gibraltar for the Battle or not. The safety of your Royal 
Family is one of the objects nearest my heart, and the destruc- 
tion of the French Fleet, in my opinion, more certainly assures 
that safety which is so dear to me. With every sentiment of 
the most respectful attachment and devotion, and with my 
prayers for your Majesty’s health and felicity, and that of 
all your family, I am your Majesty’s most dutiful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO JUS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, Miulaleim, December I8OIL 

My dear Sir, 

The Kent being done up, and gone to Malta, lias reduced 
me from seven Sail of the Line to ten, therefore, I have left it 
to the King’s pleasure to send me the Gibraltar or not; and 
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so entirely do I wish it to be left to the King, that I request 
your Excellency will not urge it, as you might naturally be 
supposed to do, when the superiority is looked at ; but the 
safety of the Royal Family shall not be risked one moment 
by me. 

We have had a most terrible winter: it has almost knocked 
me up. I have been very ill, and am now far from recovered; 
but I hope to hold out till the Battle is over, when 1 must 
recruit myself for some future exertion. I hear there is a 
Cutter from England looking for me with dispatches: she 
left Portsmouth the end of November. I have not a scrap of 
news to tell you ; for wc have none. I am ever, my dear Sir, 
your Excellency’s most obedient and obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Doctor Scott is very well : perhaps he will go to Naples. 


TO GEORGE NOBLE, ESQ. 


[Autogvftjih, in the Elliot Papers.] 


Victory, December 2Ttli, IROtl. 


Dear Sir, 

Your letter of October 17th, by the Childers only reached 
me two days ago. You will find that your idea has been 
anticipated of a Ship of War being stationed at Naples, by the 
continuance of the Gibraltar; and she had been at Naples 
within three days of a month when you suggest the pro- 
priety of a Ship being stationed for the general protection 
of the British, should the French advance to the Capital. 
It is my duty, and I have the satisfaction of knowing that 
it has been in my power, to take care of all our Commerce in 
the Mediterranean. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN RYVEci, IT.M. SHIP GIBRALTAR, 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain George Frederic Ryves, C.B.] 

My dear Sir, victory, December 28th, I80:i. 

The Cameleon merely goes to Naples to inquire how all 
goes on in that Kingdom. I came here to clear ont Trans- 
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ports from Malta and to complete our water, and am now un- 
mooring. Your old Ship® goes home the next Convoy, and I 
hope, in March I shall be able to send the Gibraltar, which I 
fancy will not be displeasing to you. We have had a dreadful 
winter. The Kent is almost done for, and she is going to Malta 
merely for a passage in the summer. Stately is obliged to 
have her lower-deck guns taken out, she is so very weak. I 
now hope that we shall get a little better weather, but we are 
all in good health, and I hope the air, &c. at Naples, has pro- 
duced no maladies in the Gibraltar. I am, my dear Sir, 
with every good wish, your most obedient and obliged Ser- 
vant, 

Nelson and Bhonte. 


TO MR, THOMAS LOxVGSTAFF, MASTER OF HIS MAJESTY'S HIKED 
TRANSPORT EJ.LICE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, Mailalcna Islands, ‘.28th December, 1803. 

Sir, 

In answer to your letter of this date, to the Captain of the 
Fleet, representing that you had every speeies of provisions 
necessary for victualling the supernumeraries sent on board 
his Majesty’s Hired Transport under your command, for ti 
passage to Malta — except wine ; I am therefore to desire you 
will immediately purchase such a quantity of wane at this 
place, as may be necessary for the said supernumeraries during 
their continuance on board the Ellice, which will be re- 
imbursed your Owners, with the other species of provisions 
in the manner mentioned to you in my order of this date. I 
am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — The wine wdll be purchased about nine-pence per 
gallon, and, very probably, considerably under. 


® The A^iueoiirt. 
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TO NATHANIEL TAYLOR, ESQ., NAVAL STOREKEEPER, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victoiy, Madalena Islands, 28th December, 1800. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you copies of two Reports of Survey held 
on board the Ships named in the margin/ on slops received 
from the Ellice Transport, by which you wdll observe the 
considerable deficiency of shoes, — I must, therefore, desire to 
recommend the most strict attention to all future supplies of 
slops, and that the cases of shoes, &c. are particularly exa- 
mined, previous to their being shipped on board the Trans- 
port, in order to avoid unnecessary trouble to the Service, as 
well as to prevent fraud or abuses after they are so shipped. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HTS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, Madaloiia, December 2‘Jth, 1803. 

My dear Sir, 

Your kind letters of December 10th, and also your private 
letters of the 10th and 11th, arrived at nine o’clock last night. 
Your news, every part of it, is so interesting, tliat I read it 
over and over ; and I am sorry that 1 cannot send you news 
in return, of the sailing of tlie French Fleet — our meeting, 
fighting, and beating them ; but, as yet tliey have not come 
out; therefore, I can only thank you for your letters. A 
Cutter sailed from Portsmouth November 27th, came on 
my Rendezvous this day fortnight ; but not finding me, has, 
instead of remaining, run after me, and I know not where she 
is gone. She sailed without notice, and has only dispatches. 
The dispatches, the Commander states, (but he can know 
nothing,) arc of great importance, lie has fell in with many 
of our Frigates, who are now with me. 

With respect to Sardinia, I have not the smallest doubt but 
if we do not, that the French will possess it before two months, 


’ Superb, Canopus. 
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and the invasion of Sicily is not difficult from Sardinia. The 
Viceroy of Sardinia has no means to prevent a descent : he 
coidd not send a hundred men here. I have stated my 
opinion fully to Lord Hobart. If we possessed this Island, it 
would save Sicily — perhaps Italy, certainly Turkey and 
Egypt. But we shall never point out to the King of Sardinia 
that he will lose it, until the Erench have it, I can be of 
little use in having a Vessel cruising in these Straits. It is 
only ten miles from Bonifaccio ; and cither a calm or a gale 
of wind renders all our efforts useless. 

The good King of Naples has, under the advice of Sir 
John Acton, always supported his honour and dignity ; and if 
other Powers, more powerful, had done the same, they would 
not now have become degraded by great sacrifices. The 
Queen is a great woman, and, I think, would hardly commit 
herself in communicating secrets to a Ercnchman.^* We have 
had the French papers to December 5th, and the King’s 
speech I sent to Malta. Windham spoke violently on the 
Address, but there was no opposition to it. The moment 
I get the Cutter, if there are any dispatches for your Excel- 
lency, they shall be instantly forwarded ; and I am, my dear 
Sir, most faithfully yours, Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY IMR. JACKSON, iMlNlSTER AT TVlilN, 
[From Clarke niitl M‘Artlmr, vol, ii. p. 310.] 

Madnlena Islands, JiOth December, 1803. 

I anchored here to clear my Transports with provision.s, 
and was going to sea this morning, but I am prevented from a 
heavy gale of Westerly wind. By letters from Mr. Elliot, 
of December 11th, received last night, I find apprehensions 
are renewed of tlie invasion of Sardinia from Corsica. The 
King may be assured, that as far as I am able, I should be 
happy in preventing it ; but a Vessel cruising in the Straits 
of Bonifaccio would not have the desired effect ; for either a 
calm, a gale of wind, or even a night, would preclude any use 
from such a Cruiser. I only hope that the King will not be 

* The Queen of Naples was suspected of giving loo much confidence to a French 
Ofliccr, Colonel St. Clair. 
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alarmed. The Sardinians, generally speaking, arc attached 
to us ; yet there are French intriguers amongst them, and I 
understand they hope to bring about a revolt before this 
invasion. In whatever I can be useful to their Majesties, 
they may command me ; but the destroying of the French 
Fleet is the greatest service I can render to them, to Europe, 
and our own Country. The Chart of Sardinia which you 
sent me, is a most excellent one. I am, See, 

Nelson and Bhonte, 


TO SIR JOHN ACTON, BART., NAPLES. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Artlinr, vol. ii. p. ‘Mo.] 

*20th Bccembor, IRO.'l. 

I am much obliged for all the news you arc so good as to 
tell me, but the assurances of the present French Government 
are not to be depended upon : their system is to lull those 
Avhom they wish to destroy into a fatal security. In no other 
light can they wish for the disarming of the Calabrians; they 
would then have an open road to the (^oast opposite to Sicily ; 
and as I am touching upon this subject, should unhappily the 
King find it proper to ejuit Naples, although the Court and 
the greater part of the Royal Family should go to Palermo, 
yet the Ilcad-quartcrs Avith the King ought to be at Messina, 
in order to communicate freely with the Kingdom of Najilcs. 
So much advantage would arise from it, that I am sure it will 
strike your Excellency ; and with the (hilabrians in arms, 
what good effects may not be expected ! I am fully aware, 
my dear Sir John, of the delicacy of touching upon this sub- 
ject, but my heart is with you, and I could not resist it. I 
observe what your Excellency says respecting the European 
Powers; it was a desire of aggrandizement in some of the 
great ones that lost them everything, even much of their own 
possessions. I have my fears that Russia will not come for- 
ward as she ought ; but if she and the Emperor were to join, 
I think Buonaparte would tumble from his station, and Europe 
get an honourable Peace. That the French should hate you, 
is the highest compliment they can pay : if you had advised 
the King to degrade himself, they would have despised you, 
VOL. V. z 
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and his honour would have been lost, which now, thanks to 

your Excellency, is preserved entire I shall conclude 

by merely repeating, that you arc sure of me in time of need; 
and 1 hope to be more at my case after the Battle with the 
French Fleet. I think they cannot much longer remain in 
Port, and it would be a very dangerous experiment to leave 
them, on the presumption that they would not come to sea. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO TIIK queen of NAPLES. 

[ Froin “ Rpcolleotions of llie Life of the I’evercnd Dr. Scott,” p. 1 Id. ] 

Victory, Deccinber TSOd. 

Madam, 

Yesterday evening I had the honour of receiving your 
Majesty’s gracious and flattering letter of the lOih December; 
and it is only ])ossibIe for me to repeat rny assurancc.s that 
my orders for the safety of the Two Sicilies will be always 
exactly executed, and to this end my whole soul goes in 
unison with my orders. I’lic Gibraltar shall not be sent 
awtiy ; for I would rather figlit twice our number of forces, 
than risk for a moment tlie seeing your Royal person and 
Family ftill into the hands of the French. I see no h()})c of a 
permanent Peace for Europe, during the life of Buona])arte. I 
ardently wish, therefore, that it would please God to take him 
from the world. 

Your ^fajesty’s letter to my dear and good Lady liainilton 
shall set out by the first opportunity. Her attacliment to your 
Majesty is as lively as ever. Her lieart is inca])ablc of the 
slightest change ; and whether in prosperity, or in adversity, 
she is always your devoted servant; and such, permit me to 
say, remains your faithful. 

Nelson and Buonte. 

I b(?g to be allowed to present my humble respects to the 
Princesses and to Prince Leopold. 
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TO CAPTAIN' ROSS DONXEIJ.V, H.iM. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Ordcr-Rook.l 

Victory, Maihilena Islands, .‘iOili December, 1800. 

You arc licrcby required aud directed to proceed with all 
possible expedition in His Majesty’s Ship under your com- 
mand, off the har])our of Toulon, in order to ascertain whe- 
ther the Enemy’s Ships are still in Port, and immediately after 
join me on my rendezvous No 97, under Chipe St. Sebastians, 
with an account thereof; unless, from the state of the weather, 
you should judge that the S<piadron has not been able to ob- 
tain that situation, in which case, you will stand over to 
Asiuara, and endeavour to effect a communication with me. 
Should you ffill in with any of His Majesty’s Ships, you will 
accpiaint their (Commanders with my present anchorage, and 
that 1 sliall leave this the moment a cliangc of wind takes 
])lace, and proceed to Rendezvous No. 97, before mentioned, 
a copy of which you will give to any of the (Japtains who may 
not have received it. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills EXCELLFA’CY ADMIRAL Sill JOHN WAHRLX, K.R., 
A.MIIASSADOR AT PICTLR.SHUIUL 

[Prom C'liubc and M‘Arllmr, vol, ii. ]». 8 l(!.] 

[About the (Mid of Dcccmhor, ).*].] 

It would be so much lor the honour of Russia to go to War 
with the (Jorsicaii, that I hope the Emperor has decided upon 
it long before this time. If he does not, his proteges, Naples 
and Sardinia, will be lost. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO TAPTAIN WILLIAM PARKER, H.M. SHIP AMAZON, 
r Letter Book.] 

Victory, Madalona Isbiiids, 'Ultli Deccmlicr. (» J. 

Sil*, 

I have this moment received a set of vouchers for five live 
bullocks, 300 pounds of onions, and six bags of hay, procured 

z 2 
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for the Company of his Majesty’s Ship Amazon, under your 
command ; and I must desire to acquaint you that the onions 
ought not to have been purchased without my particular 
orders for so doing; and I see no reason for the purchase of 
hay for bullocks which have been killed so immediately. I 
am, Ike, 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO MAJOll-GENKUAL VILLKTTES, .MALTA. 

[From (Tavko ami M ‘Artlinr, vol. ii. p. ril7. “ On llio .‘list of Docomler, ISO;',, 
in an ottk-ial lottor to Gonoral Yillottos, I.onl Nelson expressed a wish to know 
whether, if tlie J’ renal) slioiild ]k)ss)‘ss iMonselves of those Islands, the (Icoienil eoiild 
send a nuinhei’ of nxni, not exeeedinyf 0:»0, to i-etako them, wliieh tlie Adniii-iil was of 
opinion would Ijc an easy thing, Nvith -neh assistance as he eonhl give from the 
Fleet, if it were dmie hefoi'e the Frenc i hail a suHieient length of time to foi tifv 
tlnonsclves, or to i)idiiee the inhahilai s to co-operate. And this wtis sii[ii)ort('d on 
the same day liy the following private etter:”] 

•‘{1st Deeemlicr, ISO.'l. 

In the request I have made for more Troojis, in ca.se the 
French from (h)rsica should take possession of these Jshinds, 
in order to deprive us of the harbour, I have thought it 
better to make it entirely official, that it may not be misun- 
derstood. If you think you can with [)ropriety spare the 
Troops for such a service, you will of course have them ready 
for embarkation at the shortest notice ; but 1 hope that the 
French will remain quiet. They have, however threatened the 
Sardiiiiaiis if they do not shut their Ports to us. I am, &c. 

Nelson and IhiONTE. 


TO ]JFUTFNA\T-GKXFR\L SIR TIIO.M.VS TIUGGF, K.ll., 
LIElJTE\AN7’-GOVEU.\OR OF (R ERA l/I'A R. 

[Fi'ovn Clarke and M‘A!lliiiv, vol, ii. p. ^IIT.] 

[About Dccoiibci', isU:?.] 

I am sorry to be obliged to take Donegal from yotir vicinity 
for a few weeks, but the absence of Kent, Stately, and Gibral- 
tar, which are never likely to be of any service again in thi.s 
(.’ountry, renders it absolutely necessary, with the present 
Fleet of the Enemy. They arc now ten to our seven, and, 
although I have no fears for the result of a Battle, with onr 
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present foree, yet if I eoiild have more, and had not, I slioiild 
eonsider myself very reprehensible. The condiiet of the 
hrench rrivatcers from Algiers and Tariffa is very blameablc, 
and calls loudly for reformation. I am, &e. 

Nelson and Bronte.® 

TO CAPTAIN lUK.MANTLE.**' 

[From Clarke ami jM‘Artlnir, vol. ii. p. 

About tho lu-giiming of . January, Isol. 

I trust, my dear Fremantle, in God and in English valour. 
AVe are enough in England, if true to ourselves, lie may by 
chance injure us, but can never contpier a determined people. 
It would be well if the generality of Englishmen would remem- 
ber that they who know the whole maehine, can better keep it 
going than we who only see a very small part. Although I am 
naturally anxious for the issue of the attempt, yet I cannot 
doubt of the final event — it will be the ruin of that infamous 
Buonaparte, and give us an honoural)le Peace. 1 should most 
assuredly rejoice to have you here, but we none of us sec the 
inside of a Port: I have twice taken shelter under the Mada- 
Icna Islands on the North end of Sardinia, which form a very 
fine anchorage. The Village, I am told, for I have not set 
my foot out of the Victory, contains forty or fifty small houses. 
As to Malta, it is a perfectly useless place for Great Britain ; 
and as a Naval Port to refit in, I would much sooner under- 
take to answer for tlie Toulon Fleet from St. Helens, than 
from Malta ; I never dare venture to carry the Fleet there. 
I know your friends think ditferently from me, but they talk 
of udiat they know nothing about in that respect, and 1 know 
it from dear-bought ex])erience. During the winter, generally 

^ “ List of till' Brilisb iiml Tioncli FIim'Is in tin* MiMlilerfam-iin at tin' uf 

;vs sent by Lord Nelson ; — Fni'M ii (as fvivon in a li-'l fonml on lto:ird a. enp- 
tnred Frencli seliooneiA : Neptnno, SO; Formidable, 1 n loniptaldt', ''0 ; .Mont 
Billin':, 71; Seipioii, 71; Jntrepide, 7i; Allas, 74; i 1 annibal, 7 I ; Swiflsmv, LI ; 
Berwick, it. — Bnirisn : Victory, 100; (‘‘iiio^ni , sC ; Superb, <1 ; Hcllcislc, /4; 
Lxcellcnl, 7 1; Triiimpb, 7-.1; Kenown, 7 L Far1y in t’lic cnsiiinj;: year, the Boyal 
Hoverei,i,m, for tbc Flaj,' of Sir lliebard Bickerton, and tbc Leviallian, were sent tu 
tbe Mcdilerraucau ” — Clurlv nml M'Ai>hnr, aoI. it. p. :>L7. 

Afterwards Vice- Admiral J?ir Thonvis Francis Fremantle, wlio has been fio 

often mcntioiioiL 
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speaking, I cannot get even a Frigate from Malta, the Westerly 
winds are so prevalent; and as they approach the Gulf of 
Lyons, they are blown to the South end of Sardinia. Perse- 
verance lins done much for us, but flesh and blood can hardly 
stand it. I liJivc managed to get some fresh provisions from 
Ilosas ill Spain, which with onions and lemons have kept us 
remarkably healthy. We are longing for the French Fleet, 
which is to finish our hard fate. 1 am, &e. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN PHII.IP LAMP., ACLNT OK 'tRA XSKOIirs, IM ALTA, 

Pook.J 

Virion, ArH(1:ilrii:i Islunds, 1st .laiiuarv, 1^01, 

Sir, 

Having ordered the Agent Victualler at Malta to ship pro- 
visions immediately, on board the largest of the Transports 
named in the margin,^ for the Fleet under my command, and 
it being of the utmost conse(pience to have it all sent in one 
Vessel, ill order that tlie Convoy which 1 shall appoint may 
take her in tow, I am to desire you will particularly inspect 
the state of their ballast, as I am of opinion the Ellice has a 
great deal too much on board, as she appears at this moment 
deeply laden. You will akso cxaininc their other accommo- 
dations that no space may be lost, and render every facility in 
your power to get this Transport ready. I must also desire 
your particular attention on all future occasions to the ready 
dispatch of the Transports or Victuallers cni[)loyed for the 
Fleet. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO PATRICK UTLKJF, A(;i:\T A'ICTIALLER, AJAI/I'A. 

[J.eller Rook.] 

Aliulalciia Islands, Isl.Janusuy, isCl. 

Sir, 

1 am to desire you will immediately cause to be shijiped on 
hoard the largest of the Transports named in the margin, ‘ a 


® K!li< c and Kli/.a. 
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proportion of bread for 5000 men for two inontlis, with every 
other species of provisions to six wrecks, except wine, of whicli 
none is wanted; and should there not he a siilKeient (piantity 
of sugar in store for the above purpose, you are not to pur- 
chase, but send what remains. And as it is of great conse- 
quence to have all the provisior.s in one Transport, in order 
that the Vessel of War which convoys her may take her in 
tow, you will endeavour to have the provisions all put into 
one Transport: and, therefore, if it cannot be stowed in such 
Victualler, you wdll only send a month’s beef and pork, instead 
of six weeks’, as our little supplies of fresh beef w ill, in some 
measure, make uj) the deficiency. You will scud me an ac- 
count of the provisions which you may ship, as before directed, 
by the first opportunity, as well as a regular account of the 
remains of every species in store, by any of his Majesty's 
Ships joining me from Malta, that I may on all occasions 
know what supplies can be drawn from the stores under your 
charge. I am. See, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN JOriN WJHTliV, ll.iM. SHIP BKlJ.LlSfj:. 

I" Letter- Hook. “ Moiidiiy, ‘.ind Jainiuiry, IS()1. Weighed luul made f-iiil out ot 
Agiiieourt Sound, us did the Squiidron. i».m. At 1, curried awuy tlie jib-boom in 
the e.ip ; l.-oie up for Agiiiconrt Sound, and ait atneliored.’ — Jlrfi/rif's 

Victory, Maduleua islands, did .lauinuy, IbtVi. 

Sir, 

I liavc received your letter of yesterday \s date, acquainting 
me that Thomsis Carrol, Quarter-Gunner, belttnging to his 
Majesty's Ship Belleisle, under your command, had given him- 
self up as a deserter from the Beterel Sloop, having entered for 
thvit Vessel previous to her being paid olF; in answer to w hich 
I am to desire you will, whenever the Belleisle meets the 
IVterel, if he entered on board her since her being piiid ofh 
deliver him up : and you will warn the said Thomas Chirrol of 
the punishnicnt wdiicli he merits, and that it is only by his 
extraordinary good conduct in the Belleisle from this time, 
that [he] can lessen the jiunishiiient which a Court-martial may 
inflict ; and that if ever he deserts again, he can expect nothing 
less than to sufier death. I am, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HOXOHRABLE LORD HOBART, SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR THE WAR DEPARTMEN 1'. 

[Antogriipli, ill Colonial OfTico. “ Wcdiicsilay, 4th Jaiuuuy, weighed and made 
sail out of Madnlena, as did the Squadron." — Victory's Loy.^ 

Victory, at Sea, January 1th, ISOJ. 

My Lord, 

Short as my force is of the Enemy’s Fleet, which I enclose 
you a list of^ and from tlie absence of the Kent, I wished to 
draw the temporary a.ssistancc of the Gibraltar, Avho is sta- 
tioned at Naples for the protection of the Royal Family, yet 
receiving from their Sicilian Majesties the enclosed letters, 
and one from his Excellency Sir John Acton, and from jNIr. 
Elliot, stating the very critical situation of that Kingdom, 
from the recent insolent threats of Buona]>artc, and declaring 
that they look up in their distress to his Majesty’s licet, and 
requesting that I would not withdraw the Gibraltar from their 
protection, — what, my Lord, could I do ? I have ordered the 
Gibraltar to remain, and my determination never to abandon 
those faithful Allies of our Sovereign, and sooner than with- 
draw the Gibraltar from Naples, to fight double our force. 
My heart, my I^ord, is warm, my head is firm, but my body is 
unccpial to my wishes. I am visibly shook; but as long as I 
can hold out, I shall never abandon my truly honourable post. 
I am, &c. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


JO captain PARKER, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arlljur, vol. ii. p. MiS.] 

•Jill January, IsiVJ. 

An invasion of Sardinia is intended immediately on out* 
departure, by the French from Corsica ; it is therefore my 
direction that you remain at your present anchorage, and 
use your utmost endeavours in preventing the invasion of the 
French, and give every aid and assistance in your power to 
the Inhabitants, should it be attempted. The Cameleon 
will give similar orders to Captain Staines, and direct him to 
remain on this service till further instructions ; and you will 
get under w^eigh occasionally, as you may think proper. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART. 

[AiUogin|)li, ill llic Colonial Oflicc.] 

Victorv, ftt Sea, January Otli, 1801. 

My Lord, 

Herewith I transmit two letters which were taken in the 
mail from Antibes to Corsica, which, with many other cir- 
cumstances, assure me that an early invasion of Sardinia is 
intended, of which I have transmitted my belief to his Royal 
Highness the Duke de Genevois,’ the Viceroy, and offered him 
all the assistance in my power, consistent with the other 
important objects of my instructions. 

1 also send you two letters from the Commandants of Ma- 
dalcna and Longo Sardo to iny Chaplain and Interpreter.^ I 
have, therefore, left a Frigate for their present protection ; for 
however [great] my distress is, and greater it cannot well be, for 
Frigates and Sloops, yet I could not allow the most important 
Island and Naval Station in the Mediterranean to fall, whilst 
I have any means of preventing it; and under the keeping of 
Providence and my own mind, 1 hope I do all which the 
warmest wishes of my Country can expect from me. I 
have, ike. Nelson and Bronte. 

Not having Ships for the Blockade of Genoa, I have been 
obliged to leave it, till the Admiralty can give me more Ves- 
sels, for more important services. 


TO CAPTAIN RICHARD GOODWIN KEATS, ILAI. HIllP SUPERB. 

[ Auto"ia[)h Drauylit, in tlio possession of J. Young, Esq., of Wells, ami Copies 
ill the Admiralty, and in llic Oider-Boolv.^ 

Victory, off Cape St. Seliastiaim, fltli Jiiniiary, Isc.l. 

Having received directions^ to send a discreet Ofliccr to 
Algiers with Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent and (Consul- 
General at that })lace, and to carry into cflcet the orders and 
instructions rcs})ccting him (as well as the capture and deten- 
tion of several Maltese Vessels, (hirgocs, and Crews,) which 

* Prince Charles Felix Joseph, Duke of Clencvois, (in Savoy.) fourth toil of 
Victor Amadeus, King of Sardinia; 

* The Rev. Alexander Seoit. * ** Vide p. iiuie, 
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accompany this, You arc, therefore, hereby required and 
direct od to receive the said Mr. Falcon on board his Majesty’s 
yiiip Siiperl), under your coimnand, and proceed with liiin to 
Algiers witli all ]K)ssible dispatch. And wliercas the Dey of 
Algiers liaving, some time ago, ])y force, sent Mr. Falcon 
from that place, and since then, his (haiizcrs having taken 
several Maltese Vessels and their Crews, being \ essels con- 
sidered as belonging to his Majesty’s Subjects; and the 
Algerine Cruizers having also taken several Vessels, which, 
although under Neapolitan colours, yet were under English 
Passes for the voyage, and carrying provisions belonging to, 
and for the use of his Majest 3 '’s Maltese Subjects, (for as such 
the}" must be considered from the lime of our possessing 
the Island, in September 1798,) you will, therefore, inconse- 
quence of these hostile acts, anchor his Majesty’s Ship under 
your command, out of reach of their batteries, and neither 
give or receive any mark of honour or kindness from the Dey, 
until he has made full and complete reparation for the in- 
dignity offered his hlajesty, in sending away Mr. Falcon, his 
Representative and Consul-General at Algiers. You will 
herewith receive a letter from me to his Highness the Dey, 
which you will either send to him by an Ofliccr, and desire 
him to appoint a time when you can have a conference, in 
order to the receiving full satisfaction for the acts of hostility 
against his Majesty and his Subjects. The reparation wJiich 
you are to insist upon in his Majesty’s name for the indignity^ 
shown to his Representative and Consul-General, must be a 
written declaration of sorrow for having committed such an 
act, and an assurance that it shall never happen again ; and 
on no other terms is the Consul to be landed. 

When this matter is settled, you are to enter upon tlie hostile 
act of his Cruizers having taken Tdaltcse Vessels and their 
Crews, being in every respect Vessels and CJrews belonging to 
his Majesty’s Subjects, and you are U) insist on the immediate 
restitution of the Vessels and (Irews, and also (if found possible) 
pecuniary compensation for the damages sustained by this hos- 
tile act ; and, althougli you will accept the Vessels, Chirgocs, 
and Crews, yet you ar? not to consider the matter as settled, 
but that great injustice lias been done to his Majesty’s IMaltcse 
Subjects. With respect to the seizure of Sicilian Vessels with 
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English Passports, carr^ong English cargoes of provisions lor 
his Majesty’s distressed Maltese Siihjecls — their taking these 
Vessels is a most unfriendly ;ict, and you arc to use every 
means of persuasion for their being restored. In order that 
you may ])e fully prepared to meet the Dey of Algiers upon 
the various important subjects of your instructions, I herewith 
transmit, for your information, copies of two Admiralty orders, 
dated the 7th of July and 26th of August last, also an extract 
of a letter from the R ight llonourable Lord Hobart, dated 
the 23rd of August, together with a Memorandum, dated the 
9th of January instant, for your general guidance on topics of 
conversation with the Dey, and also the several letters and 
papers referred to in tlie orders, &c., above mentioned, from 
No. 1 to No. 4, which you will return to me, with the result of 
your mission to Algiers. Having completed (if practicable) 
the object of your said instructions, you will join me without 
a moment’s loss of time, on my rendezvous. No. 97, under 
Cape St. Sebastians. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ro HIS l[I(HL\t:SS the dev of ALtUEUS. 

[ '.ulofTapli in llif posMssioii of James Young, Esi^. of Wells, nml a Copy 

111 tlie Adniiiully.] 

Mis JJrilannic iMajesty's Ship Vieloiy, January Dili, 1^0 1. 

Sir, 

When I arrived in "last June at Gibraltar, to take upon me 
the command of his ]Majesty’s Fleet in the Mediterranean, it 
was with the utmost surprise and sorrow that 1 found Mr. 
Falcon, his jMajesty’s Agent and Consul-General to Algiers, 
at that place, and that I understood from him that he had 
been sent from Algiers by force, and in the most iiulecent 
manner, by order of your Highness. This insult to the per- 
son of his Majesty’s lieprcscntativc, I judged of too great a 
magnitude for my interference, and therefore the statement 
ol Mr. Falcon was sent to England, in order to be laid before 
the King. 

I need not, I am sure, p{>inl out to your Highness, that 
Mr. Falcon, as ile}>rcsentative of his Alajcsty, could commit 
uo act in his private capacity, which could subject his Ma- 
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jcsty’s Representative to receive the smallest insult from the 
Government of Algiers, and that any insult shown to him, is, 
in fact, an insult to his Royal Master ; and whcllicr he was 
or was not privy to receiving (although I am satisfied he was 
not) the Moorish women into his house, is not a matter of 
whicli I can take notice, until reparation be made in tlic fullest 
manner to his Majesty for the insult offered to him in the 
person of his Representative. 

This reparation for the indignity offered his Majesty, I am 
directed to demand of your Highness; and I trust from the 
good sense of your Highness, and from the amity which has 
always subsisted between his Majesty and your Highness, 
that you will find no difficulty in giving his Majesty full and 
complete reparation for the indignity offered him in the per- 
son of his Representative, Mr. Falcon, and also assurances 
that a similar insult shall never be offered again. And as it 
is my intention to mark, by every means in my power, my 
former regard and respect for your Highness, 1 annex the 
words wdiieh arc the least exceptionable which you can offer, 
or I accept, for the insult done his jMajesly ; and it must be 
delivered in writing, before jNfr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent 
and Consul-General, can be landed. For this purpose, 1 
have sent my right trusty friend Richard Gt)odwin Keats, 
Ksq., CajHainofhis Majcst3'’s Ship Superb, to your Highness, 
to settle this matter in the most proper manner; and whatever 
he shall state in my name, I beg your Highness to consider as 
coming from me. 

I sincerely hope that this disagreeable business will be 
settled ill the most amicable manner, and it will give me the 
very highest satisfaction to convc}^ to my Royal Master the 
sentiments of real fi icndship of ^^our Highness. And I assure 
your Highness that I am, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient, humble servant, 

Nelsox ^nd Bhontk. 

The least exceptionable apology which will be accepted 
from his Highness the Dey of Algiers, for the insult offered 
his Majesty ; — 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* I am most exceedingly sorry that, in an unguarded moment 
of ange r, I should have ordered out of the State of Algiers, 
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the Agent and Consul-General of my great Friend his llri- 
tanuie Majesty; and I declare, upon iny faith and word as a 
Prince, that 1 will never offer such an insult again to liis 
Britannic Majesty, and will with pleasure receive Mr. Falcon.’ 


TO Ills IIICJJIXKSS THE DEY OF ALCilEltS. 

[Aulogra])!! Dvnught, in llie possession of .Tames Young, Esq., ami n Copy in the 
Ailmiralty.] 

Ilis lii’itannic jMajesty’s Ship Victory, .Imnmry Oili, ISOl. 

Sir, 

It has been with the sincerost sorrow and surprise that I 
find that the Cruizers of your Highness have taken several 
Vessels belonging to the Island of Malta, which is, with its 
Inhabitants, under the Protection and Sovereignty of his 
Majesty; and, of course, every Maltese Vessel and Inhabitant 
is as much British as if owned or born in London. 

The giving u]) of these Vessels and (Jrews, and making 
ain])le re})aration for the damages they may have sustained, is 
so just, that I will not allow myself to suppose that your 
Highness will hesitate one moment; and I also trust that 
your Highness will direct orders to be given, that all the 
Vessels which were chartered by the British Government 
at Malta, to carry provisions for his Subjects in Malta, be 
restored. The jiidginent of your Highness will clearly mark 
the distinction between these Vessels being actually belong- 
ing to your Enemies, and being for that voyage, in fact, 
belonging to the British (jovernment, and the (hirgocs being 
bond Jidv. British property ; and your Cruizers could not have 
met with them, but for the protection granted them by British 
Oflicers. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

memorandums for I'llE GUIDANCE OF (WRTAIN KEATS IN 
Ills TRAiNSACTJOXS WITH THE DEV OF ALGIERS. 

[Fiom ji Copy in the Atlmirulty.] 

Vietory, dU' t'upc St. Selmstians, Dili Jiinuiiry, Isoi. 

Should the Dey refuse to receive you, unless you return 
his salute, you will not do it; and acquaint him by letter that 
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you will sail in twenty-four hours ; and you will not receive 
any letter from the Dey to me, as that would open a negotia- 
tion which could never end. In your first conversation with 
the Dey, every sorrow is to be expressed that his Highness 
should coiiiinit such an insult to his Majesty as sending aAvay 
his llcprescntative, and taking his Maltese Suhjcc^ts prisoners. 
To whatever the J3ey may urge, and endeavour to turn the 
conversation to any complaints of his own, you arc never to 
reply, but always to answer by telling him that you were 
come for reparation of an insult, and not to attend to his com- 
plaints, which he had sent to England and settled. Although 
you will never give up the reparation due to his Majesty, 
yet if he sends off the Maltese, you will receive them ; 
but you will never recede a tittle from your original demands. 

'!i'hc Dey will jirobably, if ^mu are jiarting with only part 
of your JMission accomp#lished, ask you repeatedly, ^ IVell, are 
we now at Peace f To which, unless you comjilctely succeed, 
only re})ly, that you will communicate witli me what of our 
just demands have not been complied with, and that is the 
only answer you will give. Never apjicar satisfied with what 
has been granted, but demand what has not; and leave the 
({ueslion of Peace or War entirely open, so tliat it may hang 
over his head. If the Consul is not received, I shall never 
send again to Algiers ; and more reparation will be demanded 
if he even wishes to receive the offer now made him. Should 
the Dey (which I am told is often the case) rise up in a 
passion and retire, you will signify to him by letter, that you 
will not submit to be so treated, and that you will never 
come into his ])re.scnce again to be insulted ; nor, unless you 
receive his word of honour, that all your just demands shall 
be satisfied and finished if you go again to him, and that you 
will sail in twenty-four hours. 

The J)ey may, to our demand for the Sicilian Vessels, 
re])ly by asking, ‘If one of my Subjects, on my account, freight 
a French Ship, will you allow her to ]iass?’ The answer 
would be, ‘ Yes, under similar circumstances. If your High- 
ness were driven out of Algiers, and all your Vessels destroyed 
— that you were with your Subjects besieging it, or having 
obtained it, as was the case with Maltese and British, and you 
freighted a Vessel with provisions to keep you from perishing, 
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Great Britain would not take an Enemy’s Vessel under those 
circumstances. It would be the most cruel thing in nature to 
attempt starving our friends on any sucli pretence ; yet your 
Highness’s Cruizers attempted to starve his Britannic Majesty’s 
Subjects under these circumstances,’ 

Nelson and Bjiontk. 


TO CAPTAIN ROSS DOWELLY, 11. M. SHIP XARCISSPS. 
[Originni, in tlio |)oss;eF;s'.ion of the laic Adam Rroinilow, Esq., and Ojder-Rook.] 
Victory, oft Capo St.^Scliast Ian’s, Dili Janiiarv, isfif. 

Secret. 

You are hereby required and directed to take his Majesty’s 
Ship named in the margin’ under you command;* and after 
having waited forty-eight hours on the present Bendezvous, 
from the receipt hereof, for the purpose of falling in with his 
Majesty’s Ship Amazon, (whose (laptain you will order to 
join me immediately off Algiers, with the intelligence he may 
have to communicate; but sliould Captain Parker not find 
the Scjuadron or Superb at anchor off' Algiers, lie is to return 
immediately to Rendezvous No. 97, under Ca])c St. Sebastians, 
and wait my arrival,) you will proceed to the Bay of Rosas, 
for the pur[)oses mentioned in my letter to you of this date ; 
which, having accomj)lished, you will take a convenient 
opportunity of reconnoitring the Enemy’s force at Toulon, 
and of ascertaining whether they arc still in Port. You will, 
immediately after having performed this service, return to 
Rendezvous No. 97, under (.kq)e St. Sebastians, where you 
will remain till iny return, unless the Enemy’s Scjuadron has 
put to sea ; in which case, you w^ill make the licst of your 
way off' Algiers, and endeavour to join me with an account 
thereof. You wdll inform any of his Majesty’s Ships wlio 
may be in search of the Squailron, where I am gone, and that 
I shall not be absent from Rendezvous No. 97, more than ten 
days from the date hereof. 

Nelson and Bjionte. 

* Active. 
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TO CAPTAIN ROSS DONNELLY, IT.IM. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, off Cape St. Sebastians, Otb Jannnrv, 1804. 

Sir, 

I am to desire you will deliver the letter which accompanies 
this to Mr. Edward Gayner, Merchant at Rosas, wdio has been, 
some time ago, directed to purchase twenty tons of onions, 
and one hundred head of oxen, for the Fleet under my com- 
mand. If the onions before-mentioned arc perfectly ready, 
you will receive them on board for the use of the Squadron ; 
and if the one hundred ^xen arc purchased, you will direct 
Mr. Gayner to have tliem ready for shipping at a moment’s 
notice ; and you will take such a number of the said hundred 
oxen as you may judge proper, for the use of your Ship’s 
(\nnpany, giving the proper and necessary vouchers for the 
onions and oxen you may so receive. And it having been 
mentioned to me, that a Quarantine of fifteen days must be 
performed by any of his Majesty’s Ships going to Rosas, I 
am to desire 3^11 \vill make particular inquiry respecting this 
very extraordinary circumstance, and demand of the Qovernor 
whether he has orders to prevent our receiving Avatcr and 
refreshments at Rosas ? I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO J. n. GIBERT, 1I.:\L VICK-fONRUL, BARCELONA. 

[Letter Book.] 

Victory, off Cape St. Sebastians, Olli .Tannnry, 18()l. 

Sir, 

I have this moment received your letter of the 24th De- 
cember last, with its enclosures, for which I am much obliged. 
On the subject of the eighty pipes of wine at Rosas, the ori- 
ginal price so I'ar exceeds any wine jmrehased for the Fleet 
under my command, that I do not feel justified in putting 
Government to such an additional expense. With. respect to 
a duplicate and triplicate of my letter to the Commissioners 
for victualling his Majesty’s Navy, as requested in your said 
letter. I liave to observe that a copy thereof has been already 
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transmitted to them ; and I shall, by the first opportunity, 
send another, and also one to you, in case that any accident 
should happen to the original, which you have received. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EDWARD TOWNALL, ESQ., NAVAI. STOREKEEPER, GIBRALTAR. 

[T.etter-13oolv.]| 

Victory, tit Son, lOili Jaminrv, I^Ot. 

Sir, 

I am to desire 3^11 will immcdlatel3^ on the arrival of anv 
of his Majesty’s Ships or Vessels at Gibraltar, muster their 
(Companies very strictly agrecal)l3^ to 3^111’ instructions on th;t( 
head, and that you will weekly (or oftencr, as it may b(' 
deemed necessary) muster any Ship or A^esscl whicli ma3" 
remain there ; and you are to be partieuhirly strict in ittuslering 
all the Hired Armed (hitters in his Majesty’s Service wliieli 
may arrive at (ililiraltar, that it may be known whether tlic 
Gflicers commanding them cause strict com])lianco with their 
(/barter Parties, and that the said Hired Vessels are complete' 
in their Crews, and found in provisions, ike., agrceabl3^ thereto, 
which you will transmit to me through Commissioner Otway. 
I am, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 
MAJESTY'S NAVA, LONDON. 


[T.cltcr-Rook.] 


Victory, tit Sen, lOtli Jnnunry, IsiU. 


Gentlemen, 

I 3xsterday received 3x111* letter of the 21sl Octoher last, 
acquainting me with the directions 3’oii had given tlie Naval 
Storekeepers on the several Foreign Stations respecting their 
transmitting to 3^)111* Board their periodical Returns of tlie 
remains of stores in the imigazines under their charge, 
and, also, their demands for replenishing the same, in diu' 
time, throughout the War, together with 01x1*3^ other InForma- 
vol. V. A A 
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tion in their power for enabling you to send out timely and 
proper supplies for the respective Scpuidrons, requesting also, 
that I will from time to time comimmicate to you the })rcscnt 
or expected want of stores for his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels 
under my command. In answer to which, 1 have to observe, 
tliat the Shi})s in general, at present under my command, arc 
vc'ry mnch in want of cordage, sails, and other stores, and that 
the temjiorary supplies which have hitherto arrived from 
England, are by no means adcipiatc to their indispensable 
necessities. Cominissioncr Otway informs me, that they are 
so bare of stores at Gibraltar as to be unable to supply the 
Ships cruizing* in that vicinity, who are consequently much 
distressed for almost every article. I am fully aw^are of the 
large demand for stores from all quarters; and, therefore, have 
to observe, that tlie utmost care and attention shall be paid to 
the preservation of ev^ery description of Naval stores, and as 
far as is practicable, I shall acquaint you with the probable wants 
of the Squadron ; but as the Admiralty, who arc aware of the 
force which may be wanted for the service of this Country, are 
consciiuently the best j udges of the necessary stores to be depo- 
sited in the magazines at Gibraltar and Malta — the latter place, 
from the Stnrekeo])cr’s account, is equally bare as the former. 

1 must here desire to mention, in justice to the Storekeepers 
at Gibraltar and iMalta, that blame is not im})Utable to them on 
that account, as the Ships that were in this Gountry previous to 
and during the short interval of Peace, being now obliged to 
keep the sea, bave entirely eat up the stores, and their irnl 
wants not half coin})Iicd with. I have applications from the 
dilTercnt Line of Battle Ships for surveys on most of their sails 
and running rigging, which cannot he complied with, as there 
is neither cordage nor .sails to replace the unserviceable stores, 
and, therefore, the evil must be combated in (he best manner 
possible. I have some time ago directed the Naval Storekeeper 
at Malta to piircbnsc a (juantity of hem}) in the Adriatic l<)r 
the })nrj>osc of making cordage, which shall be done as far as 
is |)racticable. I herenvilh transmit for your information an 
extract of a letter from Captain Gore of the Medusa, respect- 
ing the miserable state of that Ship’s sails, running rigging, 
&c., which has obliged him to purchase these stores at 
lasbon, 1 am, &c., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO COMMISSIONER OTWAY, GIBRALTAR. 

[Leltcr Rook.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOtli Jantiarv, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am very much obliged by your letter of the 2()tli November, 
transmitting me an account of the arrival and sailing of his 3Ia- 
jesty’s Ships and Vessels and Transports to and from Gibraltar, 
since the 20th October last: also, by your letter of this dale 
actpiainting me that it was necessary, for the reasons therein 
mentioned, to heave down the Ambuscade to come at the leak 
in the hudding ends, whicli was effectually stopped by heaving 
out only one wside, and tliat she was perfectly ready for sea. I 
am very glad the Ambuscade’s bottom and timbers were found 
sound and good, and much pleased with your exertions on the 
occasion, as well as by the ready dispatch llie Weazlc lias met 
with in refitting, under the present scarcity of stores, and hope 
she will prove an effective and useful Vessel for the destruction 
of the Enemy in your neighbourhood. I am, &e.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CO:MiMISSr()NEH OTWAV, GlliRALTAR. 

[Lettpr-Itook.] 

Victory, nt Soa, lOtli .Tamuwy, ISOl. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 26th November, returning 
the vouchers for the payment of the (hiiilkers employed in 
caulking the Victory, which accompanied my letter to you 
of the 22nd October last; and as the Carpenter of the Victory 
(who is a very good, intelligent man) informs me, that he was 
paid for caulking the Culloden, off Cadiz, by Commissioner 
Coffin, I shall transmit the said vouchers to the Navy Board, 
and recpiest the Admiralty to give the necessary orders for 
their being paid, if such was usual during Lord St. Vincents 
command in these seas. I am informed that Mr. (hirey, the 
Builder at Gibraltar, was paid five shillings a day for super- 
intending the caulking of the 8hips off Cadiz, when he was 
Carpenter of the Victory ; and. therefore, consider him re- 
prehensible for not having made you aecpiainted with such 
circumstance. I am, &c.. Nelson and Bronte, 
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TO THE respfx:tive captains and commanders of any of 
HIS majesty’s ships, vessels, oh hired armed cutters, 
WHICH AIAY ARRIVE AT GIBRALTAR. 

M-Ptter-Rook.] 

Victory, nt Sea, lOtli January, ISOl. 

Memorandum. 

It is my particular directions that you afford the Naval 
Storekeeper at Gibraltar every assistance in innstcrinpj the 
(h’ews of his Majesty’s Ships or Vessels under your command, 
on their arrival at that place, or at such time as lie may judge 
proper, agreeably to the rules of the Service ; and it is my 
most positive directions that the Identcnants or Commanders 
of any of liis Majesty’s Hired Armed Cutters or Tenders wlio 
shall arrive at Gibraltar, do strictly attend to this Aleino- 
randum, that it may appear on mustering their (h*e\vs whe- 
ther their Vessels arc found agreeably to their (Charter Parlies, 
which they are hereby directed to produce to (hjimnissioner 
Otway and the Storekeeper on mustering them. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO the COMATANDERS of Ills AlAJESTV’S SLOOPS HALCYON 
AND AVEAZLE, OR ANY OTHERS WHICH MAY HEREAITER RE 
srAI'IONED AT GIRRALI’AR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at. Sea, lOtli January, IROL 

Sir, 

As the most active service against the Enemy’s Privatcens 
in the Straits of Gibraltar, as well as for the protection of our 
Trade and the comforts of the Garrison at that place, is ex- 
])ccted of his Majesty’s Sloop under your command, and 
Commi.ssioncr Otway being perfectly aide to advise you on 
many points of service, wliich the present situation of affairs 
with Sjiain may render necessary, I am to desire that you 
v/ill on all such occasions consult with the said Commissioner, 
as well as receive bis advice, respecting any temporary refit 
the Sloop under your command shall recpiire, which I expect 
will be seldom, and that wdicn you are taken into the Mole 
for such purpose, the utmost exertion will be used to repair 
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your defects, in order that you may proceed to sea all 

dispatcli. I have further to observe, that (^oiniuissioiu'r 
Otway’s opinion of your conduct, will have great weight with 
me, and I shall feel exceedingly obliged by his kind attention to 
my wishes. I am. See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — This letter to remain in the possession of Com- 
missioner Otway. 


TO SIR E^*AN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Trom a Coj[)y, in the Nelson 

Vietorv, at Sen, 10th Juiiunrv, Isol. 

Sir, 

I yesterday received your duplicate letter of the Otli 
November last, with copy of the letter therein mentioned 
from the Prince of (histelcicala, the Neapolitan Minister at 
our Court, complaining of the conduct of one of his Majesty’s 
Brigs, and two English Merchant-Ships, in entering the Port 
of Girgenti, in Sicil}^, and capturing three English Merchant- 
ships, which had been taken by two French l^rivateers and 
carried into that Port ; signifying at the same time their 
Juordships’ directions to me, to lose no time in inquiring very 
minutely into the circumstances therein stated, and report the 
same to you for their information. 

In answer to wliich, I herewith transmit you the copy of a 
letter from Lieutenant Shaw of his Majesty’s Brig Spider, dated 
the oOth August last, together with copies of the twm letters 
therein referred to, and also, a copy of my letter of the 16th 
September in answ’cr thereto and beg further to acquaint you 
f(',r their Lordships’ information, that I have heard no more 
of tills business, nor any compUiint against the conduct of his 
Majesty’s Cruisers; but, on the contrary, have received many 
complaints respecting the reception the French Privateers 
meet with in the Sicilian Ports, wiiich have been transmitted 
to our Minister at Naples. 1 shall, however, in further obe- 
dience to their Lordships’ directions, transmit to Rcar-xVdiniral 
Sir Richard Bickcrtoii (who is iiow' at Malta, refitting the 


* Vide r. v*0'>, ante. 
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Kent) a copy of your said duplicate letter and enclosures therein 
rncntioncd, and shall instruct him to make a further inquiry 
into the circumstances of Lieutenant Shawls conduct on that 
occasion, which shall be transmitted to you for their Lord- 
ships’ information, agreeable to your request. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


10 ISIII EVAN NEPEAiV, »A11T., ADMIRALIA . 

[Original, in llio Atliniriilly.J 

Sir, Victory, at Sea, lOtli .Jaminry, ISOt. 

I 3-cstcrday received 3^0111* most secret letter, dated the 21st 
of November last, communicating to me their Lordships’ 
opinion on tlie llcpoit of Surve3" upon the Gi])raltar’s defects; 
also that there was no immediate probability of their being 
enabled to relieve the Ships named in the margin,® but that 
Linc-of-Battlc Ships should be sent out with the (hmvoys, 
(when the Public Service would admit of it,) to enable me to 
send home any Ship of that description whose condition may 
render such measure absolutely iicccssaiy, signifying at the 
same time, the service appointed to the Monmouth and Agin- 
court and accpiaiuting me that it is their Lordshi])s’ direc- 
tions, in the event of those Ships not being able to bring the 
whole of the arms from Trieste, to make some arrangcincnt 
for the removal of the remainder; and also to send home such 
of the said arms as nia3", by the (commanders of those last-men- 
tioned Ships, be deposited at Malta. 

In answer to which, you will please to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralt3', that their directions rcsi)cct- 

® Kent, Siiju'r]), rrimniili, I{cik)wii. 

f On Jhi.) of Novcjubcr iJic Adwiinilly issued ti “ most secret” ordi'r in 

C.'iptain George Tluvt of the Monmouth, slating thut measurcH had been lalvcii for 
proenring n sjii)|)ly of m ins frotii the Austrinii Dornin ns for his Mnjosty 's Service, 
and tlmt it -was exiiected about 4000 eliesis, each best containing twenty live 
muskets, would he s nit to 'rricsie for that jnirgose ; nd directing ('ajttain Hart to 
fake the Agineoiirt, Captain Sehomherg, under liis con nnind, and after putting out 
tJif; lower-deck guns at' those Shios, to gi> to 'J’rieste, ake on hoard the said arms, 
ji.id proceed witJi them to Spilliead. Jiistructions, founded on tlic expediency 
^.hieh existed eif n iin diatclj renuMiiig as many muskets as possible from the Aus- 
trian Dominions, were then added for Captain Hart’s guidance, in case, the Ships 
eoiih! not faKr on hoaid tin' whole of the arms. The ell’ort to obtain aims from 
Austria ntirely failed. 
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ing the Gibraltar shall be duly attended to ; and 1 shall rejoice 
exceedingly, if tlie stores sent from England, will enable Coin- 
inissioiicr Otway to make her an efficient 8hi]): and it shall 
be my particular object to preserve the Ships under iny com- 
mand, as much as possible, from l^eing exposed to unneces- 
sary damages in their hulls, masts, rigging, sails, &c., and that 
the greatest care of every description of Naval stores shall be 
taken. 

It gives me infinite satisfaction that the Monmouth had not 
sailed for England with the Convoy, and that she and the 
Agincourt were at Gibraltar, ready to execute their Lordships’ 
orders of the 21st of November last, (copies of which are in my 
possession.) Strict regard shall be paid to the important ser- 
vice those Ships arc ordered upon, and a very early oppor- 
tunity taken of bringing away any of the arms which may 
remain at Trieste, and of sending them, together with those 
which Captain Hart may find necessary to de})osit at Malta, 
to England, agreeably to their Lordships’ direction contained 
in your said letter. I am Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIK FA'AN NEPFAN, BART., AD.MIKALTV. 

[Oi’igiiijil, in the Admirnlty.J 

Victorv, at Soa, KMli .lamiary, IsOl. 

8ir, 

You will please to actpiaint the I..ords Commissioners of 
the iVdmiralty, that on my return yesterday from the Mada- 
lena Islands, (where the 8(juadron went to complete tlieir 
water, as mentioned in my letter to you of the LJth ult.,) I 
was joined by the Hired Armed Cutter, British Fair, on my 
Jlendezvous off Cape St. Sebastians, and received their Lord- 
ships’ dispatches brought from England by that Vessel, from 
the Honourable Ca])taln Boyle, who had fallen in with the 
said Cutter, and taken them from Lieutenant Price, for greater 
security. 1 am, Sir, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO SIR EVAX NEPEAN, BART., ADMJRALTV. 

[Orijjiiial, in the Ailmimlty.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOtli January, 1H04. 

Sir, 

I licrcwith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Cominissioncrs of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of this 
date to the Commissioners of the Navy, together with a 
voucher, and copies of the two letters therein mentioned, and 
retpiost you will be pleased to move their Lordships to give 
the necessary directions for the Carpenter of the Victory,- and 
(Jaiilkcrs who were employed in caulking that Ship, being 
paid as early as possible. 

It is not necessary to observe that the Victory left England 
without being caulked; and if great exertion had not been 
used in having it done at sea, the service of that Ship would 
have been lost for some considerable time. The propriety of 
their being paid, therefore, more evidently appears; and 1 
further beg to observe that the Superintending Carpenter 
and (hmlkcrs cm])loycd on sinniar occasions in this C’onnlrj^, 
(luring Lord St. \hncciU’s command, were regularly paid, and 
it ap\)ears to me a very proper and necessary measure for the 
good of his Majesty’s Service. I am, Sir, See, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

10 SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRAETV. 

[(.‘lijj'iiial, i:i tlio AJminilty.] 

Virtoiy, at Sea, 3uili Jiimiary, 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 24tli November last, 
together with a copy of the one therein mentioned, from the 
Chairman of the Committee of Merchants concerned in the 
Trade to Gibraltar and the iMcdi terra ncan, respecting tlio de- 
predations committed by the French Row-Boats that rcrulcz- 
Vv)iis at TarifFaand Ceuta, acquainting me, by their Lordships’ 
direction, that it is of great importance that some arrangement 
should be made for the protection of oiir Trade on its entering 


® Mr, Cuiice, 
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the Straits, and to make such a disposition as may, in iny 
opinion, be best adapted for that ])urposc. In answer thereto, 

I have to request you will be pleased to acquaint the I.ords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I am perfectly aware of 
the danger our Trade is exposed to on entering the Straits, 
from the Enemy’s llow-Iloats and Privateers, as very justly 
stated in the inclosiire wliicli accompanied your said letter. 
My first object, therefore, on my arrival at Gibraltar, on the 
3rd of J unc last, was to remedy this evil as much as possible, 
and for that purpose stationed the Pittern between Gibraltar 
and Ceuta ; and as soon as I was enabled to afford more })ro- 
tcction to our Trade coming into the Straits, the Halcyon 
and Weazle were sent to relieve the Bittern on that important 
service, and the most strict orders given to Sir Iliehard 
Strachan, the Senior Officer of tlic Squadron outside the 
Straits, to afford our Trade, on its entry into the Gut, every 
])rotcction in his pow'cr, and to use the utmost exertion in 
destroying the Enemy’s Row-Boats and Privateers which ii\- 
fost that Coast, and from the vSpanish Ports commit the most 
unprincipled acts of piracy. J, however, trust that tlic 1 lalcyon 
and Weazle will keep tlicm in check, with the joint exertions 
of our Cruizers in that vicinity ; and the moment 1 am enabled 
to alfovd more protection to that important service, it shall be 
done. 

1 herewith transmit yon, for their Lordships’ information, a 
cojiy of the orders which the Sloops before mentioned arc 
niider, together witli a co])y of a letter from (’aptain Gore of 
the Medusa, and extract of one from Captain Hart,’' giving an 
account of the ca})ture of T^’Esperanee, Erencli Privateer, and 
tlie destruction of Le Soreier, on the 8th iilt., and beg leave to 
cxjircss the very high opinion I entertain of Captain Gore s 
conduct, in putting to sea immediately on the appearance of 
these Vessels, and his very able mana'uvrcs in capturing and 
destroying them. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bkontk. 

** 'Pja* were juitlislicil Im lb ' ** LfMulon Oa-iettc ’ ut 1 c!)i’U}uy ISOl, 

tojjetber wilU the hi;?! parai'rajjh uf Loril Nelson’s Iclier, 



362 


LETTERS. 


[1804. 


TO SIR K\ AN NEPEAN, 15ART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlio Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, KMh Juiniury, ISOl. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioriers of 
the Admiralty, that the Enemy’s Squadron at Toulon is still 
in Port, and that by Captain Donnelly’s account, who recon- 
noitred them on the 6th Instant, they arc apparently ready 
for sea ; their force nine Sail of the Line and Frigates, the 
same as when last reported to you. From the information 1 
have received, there is every reason to believe that the Enemy 
intend sending a force from Corsica, to take possession of the 
Madalena Islands, with a view to prevent us from using that 
place as an anchorage. I liave, therefore, left the Amazon 
to bring me an account of their proceedings, and have ordered 
the Cameleon to proceed there atid remain for the protec- 
tion of the Inhabitants, and endeavour, if possible, to frustrate 
the Enemy’s intention of landing. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE TRANSPORT BOARD, LONDON. 

[Origimil, in Llie Record Office, in the To^Yer of* Jiondon.] 

Victory, at Sen, lOtli January, LSdl. 

Gentlemen, 

I yesterday received your letter of the 1 6th September last, 
acquainting me that you had aj)pointcd Captain Philip Lamb, 
of the Navy, to be Agent for Prisoners of War at Malta, 
and that you had directed him to communicate his Warrant 
of appointment and instructions to me immediately on his 
arrival; that his Warrant appoints liim generally as the Agent 
of your Board ; and that he is also authorized to act as Resi- 
dent Agent for Transports at Malta, as well as Agent for 
Prisoners of War at that place. I have also received your 
printed instructions to Agents for Prisoners of War abroad, 
together, with copies of a Contract which you have entered 
into with Mr. William Webb, for victualling the Prisoners of 
War in health at Malta and at Gibraltar. I cannot allow 
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Lieutenant Pemberton to be withdrawn from his late situation 
as Resident Agent for Transports at Malta, without express- 
ing my full and entire approbation of his conduct. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MRS. BOi;ro\. 

[ Aiitogrniili, ill llie possosssion of .lames Young, I ’.sq., of Wells.] 

Victory, .lamiavy lltli, 1K04. 

My dear Sister, 

Your kind letter of October 9th, is just arrived; and you 
may rest assured that, although I may not write or make all 
sorts of professions, which I might never have the power of 
accomplishing, yet I am not less anxious for your and Mr. 
Bolton’s interest in every respect. Sir William Bolton has 
not yet been fortunate ; and if I knew where to place him in 
fortune’s way, he should go. If a Spanish War comes on, he 
is sure of one, or he must be truly unluck}^ With respect to 
Tom,' although 1 do not know if it be absolutely in my powder 
to say I will entirely keep him at College, yet you may be 
sure of my assistance ; and wdicn poor blindy' goes the w'ay 
of all flesh, and please God some other vacancies which at 
jiresent drain my pocket very deeply, I shall be more at my 
case in pecuniary matters, and, of course, better able to afford 
permanent assistance. You know, my dear Sister, how I 
have teazed and teazed for that paltry Prebendary,'^ and I 
really believe no Minister would give me a place of £50 
a-ycar ; but if 1 know what Mr. Bolton looks to, I shall then 
know how to act. My sincere friendship for him, independent 
of his relationship, would induce me to do everything in my 
power to meet his washes, and that, I trust, he is sure of; but 
he knows I have had, in reality, not an atom of interest. The 
French having no trade in the Mediterranean, but very little 
has been done iu the Prize w’ay ; indeed, I am afraid my pur- 
suit lays another way. I never did, or could, turn my thoughts 
to money-making. With most aflcctionatc regards to Mr. 

’ 1 1 is nephew, afterwards second Eiu-1 Nelson. 

* 'I’hc willow of his brother, Maurice Nelson. 

• At Canterbury, for his brotlier, Dr. Nelson. 
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Bolton and all your family, believe me ever, my dear Sister, 
your most affectionate brother. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I am glad [to hear] such a good account of Mr. Suchling of 
Wootton. He is most j^erfectly right to keep his carriage and 
live comfortably. Ivemember me kindly to him, and assure 
him that no person rejoices more at his comfortable situation 
than myself. 


TO ADMIRAJ. TIIK EAJtL OF ST. VIXCKXT, K.H. 

[From Clarke ami M'Artlmr, vol. ii. -’lo'i.] 

lltli Tinuiarv, lsO|. 

I had not, my dear Lord, forgot to notice the son of liord 
Duncan. I consider the near relations of Brother OfHcers, 
as legacies to the Service. On the subject of promotions, 1 
beg leave to say a few words, because 1 feel now exactly as 
you have felt in a similar situation to mine ; and I rejoice 
that you, my dear Lord, are not only alive, but in Onico to 
bear witness to the truth of my words, which I should have 
(piotcd, even if you had not i)cen in OfHce, ‘ that it was 
absolutely necessary merit should be rewarded on the moment ; 
and that the Officers of the Fleet should look iij) to the Com- 
man(lcr-in-(diicf for their reward : for that otherwise the good 
or bad opinion of the ('ommander-in-(diief would be of no 
consequence.’ You always promoted meritorious Oflicers out 
of the \ iclory, and \ ille do Paris, and many private Ships, 
for their merit. Tlie good effect was, that whatever was 
undertaken, succeeded. I, myself, stand in that situation, 
and Hardy, rewarded by you as (Jommander-iu-(Jhief. ^*ou 
know, my dear Lord, there is nothing you can desire me to 
do that 1 shall not do with ])leasure ; and if 1 had known the 
intentions of the Admiralty respecting the Lieutenant men- 
tioned, he would certainly have been appointed; but having 
appointed a very gallant and meritorious OfHccr, who had in 
a most; particular marinei distinguished liimsclf on board the 
Isis at Copenhagen,^ it would have lowered me in the Fleet, 
that my follower, who had performed gallant services under 
xny eye, should be displaced. 


* Licuteuaut William Laymau. 
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I trust you will be so good as to state, what you thought 
proper for the benefit of the Service to the Admiralty, and be 
ni}" friend at tlic Board. I have said enough for any friend to 
act upon, and I rely on your kind support. I shall certainly 
endeavour to imitate you, when you commanded here with so 
much advantage to your (Country. I shall not troul^lc you 
with complaints of Ships, tlie Board shall be answered. Thank 
Clod, the health of the Fleet has been wonderful, and I wish 
I could add luy own ; however, I hope to hold out to meet 
tlie French Fleet, and after that 1 believe my career will 
iinish. In addition to my other cares, Sardinia must be 
guarded ; the French most assuredly mean to invade it, first, 
1 siip}K)se, under a pretext ibr keeping us out of it; and then 
they will have it ceded to them. 1 have written to J^ord 
Hobart on tlie importance of Sardinia, it is worth a hundred 
31altns in position, and has the finest ^Man of War harbour in 
Europe ; they tell me it is superior to Beerbaven — in short, 
it has iiotbiiig but advantages; the mode of getting it is to be 
considered by ^Ministers, but money w'ill do anything in these 
days. UV) keep it, could not in the first instance cost half so 
nnieli as iMalta. I can have no reserves — I venture my 
opinion, ^Ministers are not bound to follow it : 1 can have no 
views, hut to benefit my (Country by telling all 1 know of 
situations, and how far they can be useful.'' I am, &c. 

Nklson and Bronte. 


'J’O Tin: IllGIlT HOXOUUADIJ-: LORD AIINTO. 
fAuto.frra]>h, in tlio Min(o Piipor.". j 

Vicfi-rv, at Soa. .lanuavy lllh, 

!My dear Lord, 

You have allowetl the effusion of your good heart to go too 
far, but I own it was grat* ful to my feelings : now, I desire 
you will never menlion any obligation to me agaiti ; 1 assure 
you DU my w’ord of honour that Cleorge Elliot is at this 
moment, for his standing, one of’ the very best C)tik*ers in oiir 
Service, and his Ship in high order. I placed him under Sir 
Biehard Slrachan’s eonnnaiul, off Chidiz, and he does nothing 
but praise him in every letter; 1 ho])c yet ho will mahe 


* Viito the Note in paj^c at)?, post. 
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£10,000, and then I have done with him ; if Lord St. Vincent 
does not confirm him* it will be the cruellest thing in the world, 
but I cannot bring myself to believe it, and I hope he has got 
his (commission long since. I beg you will present my respects 
to Admiral Elliot 1 have had the lionour of being introduced 
to him twenty-two years ago, but never had the pleasure of 
serving with him ; but his action with Thurot will stand the 
test with any of our modern Victories. 

Your speech,® my dear Lord, was yourself, and there is not a 
tittle that every man who loves his Country must not subscribe 
to. I have not heard very lately from Naples, but I cx})ect a 
Vessel from thence every hour — their situation is very critical 
— Buonaparte threatening that if the King does not disarm 
his Subjects, ho will march another Army into his Kingdom ; 
the King has positively refused. 1 have letters both from the 
King and Queen, reposing the greatest confidence in our 
(Country: of my services they are sure. Sardinia, if wo do 
not take it very soon, the Ercnch will have it, and then we 
lose the most important Island, as a Naval and Military sta- 
tion, in the Mediterranean. It possesses at the Northern end, 
the finest harbour in the world; it ecjuals Trincoinalee. It 
is twenty -four hours sail from Toulon ; it covers Italy ; it 
is a position tliat the wind which carries the French to th(‘ 
Westward is fair for you to follow, in passing to the ISouth- 
ward tliey go close to you. In short, it covers Egy})t, Italy, 
and Turkey. Malta must not be mentioned in the saiiK' 
century. T delivered my opinion on the inutility of ^lalta as 
a Naval station for watching Toulon. A Fleet would j^ooiier 
pass from 8t. Helens to '^J'oulon than from Malta. If 1 lose 
Sardinia I lose the French Fleet ; and to keep it, it could not, 

■' Vidf p. 1, aiitf. 

•' .Foliii I'.lliof, thru nil Adiiiintl ol' tin* Wliitr, of l.onl Miiito. On tlio '.MMli of 

hrhrufiry, 1 tiO, wlirn (.'ajildiii of llit' /Eoliis of ( luiis, uiul tiii\ iup; ntidcr hisorilcrs 
tilt: I’siliiis mid IJrillim.i, hr attiiukrd aiiil capliirrd, aflrr a jtallmil lulioii olfthr l:-lr 
of Mull, ’hr Mav^hiil l}rllri^I^■ of roiniiiaudrd l»y tin- rrlrlaalrd Moir-irnr 

Thurot, wlio wa-i Kilh’d; f,a lUoinIr nf .‘{<i <:fMii-i, and La Trrjisicliorr of 
A iji*‘iij.,ir of \rtrrnii O/Iit t r, wlu> dird nn Adtniral of iho Ifrd, on thr *.'Ofh of 

SrptriiihiT l.'O-', u* d 'in iirtoiint of .Moiii.irnr I’lmrot, will l»r loinid in llm ‘ N»\ul 
(.'hronitdr,’ \ol. ix. p. I Mt, c/ .'nr/. 

” No prrrii it latrihir- d to l.tn-d Miiito in tlie “ I’avliiiniPiitury History” of tliiit 
period. 
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in the first instance, cost half soTnuch as Malta, and he of all 
the use of Malta, and ten thousand times as much. I have 
told Lord Hobart fully my opinion on this subject. I can have 
no reserves. 1 venture my opinion. Ministers are not bound 
to follow it. I can have no views but to benefit iny Country 
by telling all I know of situations, and how far they can be 
useful. 

The Turk calls to mo might and main, so does Naples, Sai*- 
dinia, (and Malta for to guard Egypt,) but^ my course is steady, 
and I hope some day, very soon, to fulfil the warmest wishes 
of my Country and c.\pcctationsof my friends, amongst whom, 
in the first rate quality, I rate you, my old and sincere friend 
— and I only hope you may be able, at some debate, to say, as 
your partiality has said before, ‘ Nelson has done more than 
lie lias done liefore I can assure you it shall be a stimulus 
to my exertion on the day of Battle. I have seven, the 
French ten, Spaniards sixteen at (hidiz, and going there 
easily from (hirthagena, I am now on iny way to settle a 
little account willi the Dey of Algiers; we had better be at 
open War than insulted as we have been. Government have 
reposed great confidence in me, and I hope iny conduct will 
meet their approbation; but, iny dear friend, after all, tliis 
almost boasting — what is man? a child of the day, — and you 
will scarcely credit, after all I have wrote, that the Medical 
gentlemen are wanting to survey me, and to send me to Bristol 
for the re-cstablislunrnt of my health; but, whatever happens, 
F have nm a glorious race, and I siiall he for ever yonr most 
attacheil and atfectiouatc friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

The 20th of this month I have been eight months at sea — 
do not mention my health (it is my concern) I beg of you. 

' Tin* words freon ‘ My ronrso,’ I ‘ d**l»:iU‘ ti> say,’ avo ijiM'n by t larbi' and 
M'Arlliiir us ilu* I'tnndnsion of ilu* ‘ ithpuishttr Uau'v to tin* Karl of St. \ luin tit, 
ill ji. uiul tlio i* Weirds do ne>l orinir in tln’iv in i'CvlVcl e eijiN e>l tlie* al'uvt* Utti’V 
to Lend Minte), e»f wliioli tln’> ccrlainly foru’e el pa:'.. 
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TO RFAR-ADMIRAL SIR lUCIIARD I3ICKERTON, BART., IMATTA. 
ri.ettcr-Book.j 

Victory, at Sen, January, 1801. 

Sir, 

I licrcwith transmit 3 ’ou a. duplicate Admiralty letter, dated 
the 9tli November last, together with a cop}^ of the one from 
the Prince of Castclcicala, the Neapolitan Minister at our 
Court, therein mentioned, complaining of the conduct of the 
(h)mmander of one of his ^Nlajcst^^’s Brigs, and two Engli.sh 
Merchant Ships, in entering the Port of Ciirgcnti, in’ Sicily, 
and capturing three English Merchant Sliips, wliich had been 
taken b\' two French Privateers, and carried into that J’oiT ; 
and, in order that the most minute impiiry may ])e made into 
this eireumstaucc, I also enclose for y our information a co])v 
of a letter from Lieutenant Harding Shaw, commanding his 
]\[ajcst 3 ’\s Brig S})ider, together with copies of tlie letters 
tlierein referred to ; and desire j’ou will be plea.sed to call 
upon the said Idcutcnant for a clear and correct statement of 
the whole of his conduct in this transaction, as well as to beg 
of Sir Alexander Ball (who is privj^ to tlie business) to furnisli 
3^)11 with tlie particulars, as far as may come within his know- 
ledge, which you will transmit to me by tlie first opi)()rtunity, 
witli the said duplicate Admiralt 3 ’ letter and ]>apers therein 
mentioned, for their Lordships’ information. I have tlie ho- 
nour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO XATflAMKL TAYLOR, KSQ., NAVAL 8TORKKKLPL R, -MALTA. 


Bodk,] 

Virtnrv, at S('p, I’ith .Tnuuiu'V, I 'Ot. 

sir, 

f liave just received your letter of the 15th ultimo, trans- 
mitting an iuarount of tlie Iiciiard’s ordnaiiec .stores, together 
willi ( opy of the agreement and plan for building two new 
punts, which ya/a acquaint me have been approved of by Sir 
Alexander Ball; communicating to me also that the middle 
buoy in the cnlranec of Valctta Harbour had broke loose, 
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(but afterwards found,) and that the outer buoy had likewise 
broke loose, and drifted away, ow'ing to the late tempestuous 
weather. On the subject of Pilotage, mentioned in your 
said letter, I conceive it a very proper reward to those who 
pilot such of his Majesty’s Ships in and out of harbour as have 
never been at Malta ; but 1 am of opinion that the Masters of 
Ships making frequent use of that harbour ought to be their 
own Pilots, and save Government at least half of the pilotage. 
This I desire you will acquaint the respective Captains with, 
and at the same time inform the Navy Hoard, that you may, in 
this, act under their authority and approbation. I liave furtlier 
to desire for your immediate government, that you will consult 
with Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton and Sir Alexander 
Ball, as I have not a sufficient knowledge of the ingress or 
ogress t(i and from that harbour to judge of the ]>ropricty of 
continuing or disallowing this practice. On your letter of 
the 19th November, I have to observe, that there could Iiave 
been no objection to your sending the William Store-Ship up 
the Adriatic for a cargo of hemp; but the lapse of time is now 
so great, and Store-Ships V)cing much wanted in England, that 
I do not consider it advisable to send her on tliat service', and 
therefore she must go home with the next Convoy. I am, 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO CAPTAIX CMIARLKS AIAUStl SrilOMREllO, Ills .AlA.T ESTV’S 
SIlIl’ MAIJHAS. 

Violory, ul .luunavy, ImU. 

Sir, 

I liave just received your letter of tlic 20th November last, 
acquainting me with the various Naval occurrences at Malta, 
amongst others, that the Tender belonging to the Madras 
was captured by two heavy Privateers, and tliat a 3Jate and 
two men were killed on the occasion. In answer to wliicb, I 
am sorry for the loss of the Male and two men mentioned in 
your said letter. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


VOL. V. 


B B 
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TO AT.FA' ANDER DAVISOX, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in tho possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Victory, Janiinr)' Iftih, 1804. 

^fy dear Davison, 

Tho Cutter brought me your kind letter of the 24 th No- 
vember, on the 9 th ; and as I do not know hardly wliere to 
])egin ihankiiig 3^011, it’s almost as well to say nothing. But 
yoiir kindness to my dear, good Lady Hamilton, is what I 
never shall forget. Your packages will come out safely in the 
(’envoy. That every person in Government or out, should 
know you, is not to be wondered at, and knowing you, not to 
esteem you, both as a public and private man. I am sure 
you felt all which the siiiccrest friendship could do, that jus- 
tice had triumphed. This event* will put me out of debt, 
and, 1 hope, build my room at Merton, and leave my ineome, 
whatever it may be, unclogged. I suppose my Agents will 
receive it. They will do what is right. As Mr. Mateham' is 
buying aii estate out of the Kingdom, perha])s he will want 
his X* 4000 . No ; upon reconsideration, it is trust- money. 
What a speculation he is going upon I I have no fears for 
Old England, whilst we are true to ourselves; and in that 
belief I send your Banking-house a Bill for £1000. 1 do not 
know that it will all be mine, but it will serve to open an 
account. 

Apropos of mone\^ ; Hardy desires me to ask you what has 
been done about the Dutchman: \vhethcr you petition as the 

” The <»f liis Lawsuit with (he I'.arl of St. Vinornt on tlio 

14th of Novfijilicr which is thus n-porloil in the ‘Nuvul (Jhnmirh',’ noI. x. p. 

t'om t of Kings Novi tuhcr i 1. Nelson r. 'I’ueker. ’J'ho (.'oi’.i I 

jtronoiijjcetl jiiil;'iiieiit in thi-> <-aiise, tlie itarlienlars <ii' wliidi have li.s'ii long hefore 
the [mhlie. It was aii aelioji iti the ('oinru^ni I’leas nf»mii;ally against the (h feiuhnit. 
Agent for the Ihizcs taken hy the Medilerraneun J'h-el, in Octoi»er IT!)!), hut (ho real 
ilefeiitlant \v;is (he I'.ail of St. Vincent. It was to i’eco\er .€ I ono-eiglilh share of 

tlio Prizes taken hy Captain Dighy, of Lord St. Vineent’s Sipiadron, :ifter his J.oid- 
ship hill left his stiitioii and relumed to England, and when I.oid Nelson Inui the 
eominand. .Tndgnienl wjis gi\cn fur I.ord St. Vincent in the Court below; but upon 
Writ of lirroJ', I.oi d Lllenhorongh ileliven d it .is the opinion of the (.'onri, tlnil the nio- 
»iient a t-oipei ior ' ;!)je»?r left liis stati.oj, the right of tlje next Flag Oflleor connnenccd ; 
iind, er;)i:-,(>(j!iejj;Iv, t^ it f-ord Si Vincent lulling returned to England, the enterprise 
ii !i'l cojidticl of tlte f'leet tlovtdvcd ou l.onl Nelson. .ludgincnt was, accordingly, 
‘/iven in fa' our of Lord Nel on, who therchy becomes entitled to the whole of the 
.Vdriiii’uj sliare of the Lrize-juoiu'y.” 

‘ I fig brolhcriii-lnw. 
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Agent, or whether the Captors must petition ? and if so, to 
send them a form. Tlierc is another Dutchman in the same 
situation at Malta, only laden with wine and brand 3 ^ 

I am glad you are known to Mr. Addington : he is a good 
man. I began a correspondence, or rather ventured an 
opinion on the state of aftairs in this Country,-* but he had not 
time to answer me, and turned me over to Lord Hobart, w'ho 
I now write to occasionally ; but, in fact, I have nothing to 
write about. 'J^hat the French arc rascals, every one knows ; 
and that they want Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and Turkey, and 
Egypt, and Malta — by the way, to write this is no news ; nor 
that 1 long most ardently to meet the French Fleet. 1 think 
they cannot remain much longer in Port. If they do, they 
might as well have no Fleet. Whenever 3 'ou write to Lord 
Moira, 3 'ou will not fail to remember me most kindly. I have 
entrusted him with what I did not believe I would entrust 
any man f and I hope he will be a firm supporter of Mr. 

* Vide i)}». I(U), *,'*20, nnte. 

Ills I’ntxy. Vide p. ‘lori, ante. Lonl Nelson uttuched the preutest iiupmtauee 
to the Use ol' his I'ntxy, ui»d gave it very ujjwillingly, even to f.t*vd Moira. For tin* 
following iinoedote <»n tlu' siihjeef, the Editor is iiuh hted to Mr. Haslowood. Lord 
Nelson's Solicitor : — 

“A few <lays hehoe f.ovd NeEoii lost left linglond, in Septeinher Isth'n Mr. Ilasle- 
W'Ood acconi]iaiiied his Lordsliip to the thxtr of Mr. Pitt's hoii^e in 1 )t)\vniug jihice. Lord 
Nelson ujim'ared thonghlfnl, and said, nhruiilly — ‘ 1 wish I Imd never vImu a Ihoxy 
to Lord Moira; — not that I can comidoiti of his having used it ininroperly ; luf 
is ii di-linguished Ofticor, on enlightened Stutesnian, and o mini of ton mnoh honour 
to abuse so snered n eonlideiiee ; hot 1 ought to hove eonsitleii-d tl;at jnutiality will 
floiid the judgment, and tliot l.«inl Moira was. or might heenimn attached to a 
Party.’ 

“The next day, I.oid Nelson ealled on Mr. lloslewood; and alnM)>l iinniediately 
said — ‘ 1 was so full of the sulijeet we were sjn-aUitig of yesti rda\. as to eoniitme it 
in iny interviiwv with Mr. Pitt, f gove voine speoiinen «tf a Sailor's politics Pn 
frankly telling him, that not hu>ingheeti brcil in i oiivls, 1 i-onhl not ]ireren<l to a 
nic<? diseriminalion hetween use and almse of Parties; ami, therefore, niiisi not he 
expected to range myself under tin* Political banners »>!' any man, in place or out of 
place; iliai England's welfare was the sole ohjeet <ir niy pnrsnit ; and \\ here the 
tendency of any measure to promote or m defeat that oHJtct st'enied olear, I shonhl 
vote accordingly, wiihoni regard to otlno- eiveunv.tanees ; that in matters where 
my jiidginent wavered, or to the full scope of whieh 1 might fet l uiuMiuah 1 should 
he silent, as 1 could not reeorndle to niy niiiul the giving a \ofi', with(»m loll eo;i 
viction of its propriety. !Mr. Pitt listened to me v.itli patiouv'e and good lomionr; 
indeed. j)a.id me some compliments : ami tibserved, that he wished every OlVieer in 
the Si'i\iee wonld <Miterlaiu similar sentiments.’ 

“ Lord Nelson ufierwards deelared move than once, with referetue to tli<‘ above 
conversation, that ‘he felt hi.s mind at ease,’ and expressed hiins(di’ highlv pleased 
with tlic liberal conduct and laugnage of the Minister. ' 

B B 2 
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Addington’s Administration. You know, my dear friend, 
that I could not get a Ship witli me ; no, not even the Vic- 
tory. (^Japtain Sothern^ I never saw but once ; therefore I 
could not ask for liiin. Nothing, Sir Andrew ought to know, 
would give mo more sincere pleasure than to have, not merely 
the Plantagenet, but Captain Ilamond/ It must be desirable 
to have our friends round us. I am with perfect strangers, 
although I believe very good men. For Heaven’s sake, do not 
let him think that I neglect him for a moment, or that I should 
not, upon every occasion be happy to meet his wishes, upon 
every subject. Pray explain that I have no influence. It u 
most true. But never mind : we shall all have our day. 

I do not think we shall have a Spanish War, although they 
arc fittino; sixteen or eighteen Sail of the Line at (!ladiz. 

o o 

Prizes I never sought for, and I hope never shall. All my 
object and wish is to meet the Enemy’s Fleet, and then I 
hope to get a little rest ; for I am really fagged— always 
tossed about, and always sea-sick. 

1 wish you would get rid of the gout. You will never be 
able to run after Buonaparte. Arc Colonels'’’ allowed to ride ? 
But as sure as lie would liave come, liad we not been j)rc- 
pared, so sure he will not come, now we arc. If he docs, his 
destruction will give us an honourable Peace. 

I am truly sorry to hear that my friend Nepean" has been 
ill. I hope, from my heart, that he will, far away, weather all 
his enemies, or false friends. With every sincere good wish 
for your health and hap))incss, believe me for ever your most 
obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


*• (^iifi'v ir Captfiiii IVaiik Swtlir‘ 1 ’ 01 ). Vide iv. j>. . 

* N(»w Vi e-Adniiml Sir (irfiluiiii JAU-n JIainoiid, Hart., K.C'.B., son of Sir Andrew 
Snajje Huiu iiid, linrt. 

° Mr. Du ihoji N\iis iippoinlnl Lieulenaiit-C.NdoiMd of tin* Loyal Hritons, a West 
niiii'’i«n’ Vol inteer < on the I’Jthof Aiigii.st 1^0:1 
^ Sir Lvun Ne|)< un, Hurt., Secretary to the AUniirally. 
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TO SIR ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, BAJIT., MALTA. 

[Autogrnpli, in tlio possession of Sir Williain Keith Ball, Bart.J 

Victory, J anil iivy lOth, istvi. 

My dear Ball, 

I have nothing in the shape of a small Vessel, or your 
letters for Egypt should have been sent from the Fleet. The 
orders for the Cutter’s” return to England were most per- 
emptory, and I cannot bring myself to believe very civil. 
However, the Vessel was useless; she sailed so ill that she 
was always in tow. The Childers carried my letters to Gib- 
raltar, for I could not trust them in the (Gutter. Either Spider 
or llenard can go to Egypt; and their Commanders have 
secret orders, not to be opened till the Vessel arrives at a cer- 
tain place. I feel very much my inability to comply with 
your wishes in sending a Vessel to Egypt, but I cannot help 
myself. With respect to a (Jonvoy to Odessa, no Ship ot 
War is to go into the Black Sea, but as there will most pro- 
bably be Ships in the Coitvoy, more certainly expected to go 
up the Levant, the same Ship of War can convoy to the en- 
trance of the Dardanelles the Vessels for the Black Sea ; and 
it’ the time can be nearly fixed when they will arrive at the 
entrance of the Dardanelles on their return, a \ essel of War 
shall certainly be ready to bring them to Malta. The C.on- 
voys bound to and from Smyrna, must give aiul take a little 
time each with the Malta trade; therefore, I ho[)e your ^ 
scls will be ready to proceed with the Smyrna trade. Ihe 
Admiralty think I have a great many Vessels to the Eastward 
of Sicily. Your interrogatories respecting Qiuxrantinc have 
been given out, and a Meinoranduin to enforce it. The hrcncli 
Fltict being safe, the 5th, I judged it a most convenient mo- 
ment to stand over to Algiers, to support Keats, who, 1 
expect, arrived there yesterday, with the appearance ot the 
Fleet. My mind is prepared for either alternative. I have 
left but little to negotiate upon : my demands arc as moderate 
its is possible, considering how w'o have been insulted, and 
never will be receded from in the smallest degree; and T am 
sure Captain Keats v\ill combiet biinselt to iny satisfaction. 
Mr. Falcon lias nothing to say in the business till he is rein-* 
stated, 

• The IJired Armed C uucr, BriusU TRir, Liculcuimt Tike* 
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It is difficult to say what may be the destination of the 
Toulon Fleet. Circumstances may even make it necessary 
to alter its destination by Buonaparte; Egypt or Ireland, 
and I ratlier lean to the latter destination. Sardinia is to be 
taken ; but that will bo done from Corsica. Narcissus and 
Active arc off Toulon, and my present distance is nothing, be 
the Enemy bound either to the Southward or out of the Me- 
diterranean. I do not believe you will get a single man to 
garrison Alexandria from our Government. It is not difficult 
to see, and I wrote Mr. A.^ so in June, that the Mamelukes 
going to England will get them into a cleft stick, and it will 
recpiire much address to keep clear of offending cither Turks 
or Mamelukes. I do not know Mr. Drummond, biit“I am 
told he is not likely to make the Porte understand the in- 
tended })urity of our Cabinet. My dear Ball, you arc fit 
to govern ; and when we get Sardinia (and if we do not the 
French will) they ought to make you Viceroy. When we 
have that Island, we shall hold a fine footing in the Mediter- 
ranean. I hope we shall not in another Treaty abandon it ; 
we suffered enough by it in the Treaty of Amiens. The 
Spaniards arc fitting sixteen Sail of the Line at Cadiz — rather 
say assembling; six arc gone from Carthagena, and some 
from Fcrrol. 1 thank you for 3 ^our papers, which I have 
turned over to good Captain Hardy. Your caricatures Mur- 
ray v/ill return. I have no doubt but the circulation of 
Leibnitz’s MemoiP will assist in opening the eyes of Europe ; 
but they arc blindfolded, and dare not pull off the bandage. 

I shall detach the Niger the moment I can guess at the result 
of my first [visit?] to xVlgiers; she has two mails, and is full 
of stores for the Fleet, wliich we have not had an opportunity 
of taking out. I have to thank you again and again I’or your 
kind present of oranges, which are very fine. Ever, my 
dear Ball, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


® Mr. Addington. Vide p. lU, ante. 

* Apporoatly an account, tlnni lately published in England, of llie Memoir ad- 
flre^i'jcd by tiie c^jobruted (jernniu phihjsophiT, I.eihnii/, to Eoiiis XIV., recom- 
mending to that .Moimrcii, the coiKjiie.st of Egypt iis conducive to the estublishment 
of supicme authority over the Ciovcrnincnts of Europe. 
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January 10th, 1^0 1. 

The Dey is violent, and will yield no one point ; therefore 
I have no further business here. Time and opportunity will 
make him repent. 

N. AND B. 

As the letters from Constantinople may relate to the Greek 
Vessel taken by Captain Hillyar, or some other interesting 
topic, you have my full permission to read them, and then 
forward them to me. Ever yours truly, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

January lOth, 1S(U. 


TO THE RESPECTIVE FLAG OFFICERS, CAPTAINS, AND COM- 
MANDERS, OF HIS majesty’s SHIPS AND VESSELS ON THE 
MED I TE II R A N EA N S r V 1’ ION. 

*^Oriler Book. ] 

^Memorandum. 

Victory, at Sen, 10th January, 1801. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having resolved 
that a change of the Numeral Flags described in page 14, of 
the Day Signal-Book, shall immediately take place, 1 have it 
in command from their Lordships to send you a painted copy 
of the Flags as now altered, and to desire that you will paste 
the same on the 14tli page of the day Signal-Book in your 
])ossession, and to use the altered Numeral Flags instead of 
tlie Numeral Flags at present in use, until you receive further 
orders. And their Lordships having reason to apprehend 
that Officers under the rank of Commanders have been per- 
mitted to take, or have otherwise obtained, copies ot the 
Signals described in the Day and Night Signal-Books above 
mentioned, direct me to give the strictest injunctions that such 
improper proceedings may not take place in future, and that 
you rccal such copies of the said Signal-Books as may be in 
the possession of Officers for whom they arc not intended. I 
am, therefore, to desire you will pay the most implicit obe- 
dience to their Lordships’ direction before recited. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN KEATS, II. M. SHIP SUPEUE. 

[From a Copy, iu the Admiralty. “Tuesday, I7th .Tanuary, a.m. At (MlO the 
cxlrenies of the Const of Jhirhnry, from 8.E. to W. b. S. At 8, Cnpe Caxiiic bore 
fS.S.W., (Hstaiice six leagues.” — Victory’s Loy.] 

Victory, ^ past 8 a.m,, 11 (li .Tniiunry, 18(U. 

INIy dear Sir, 

We just see you, although not near enough to communicate ; 
therefore I put down two or three things as they occur. You 
will not bring out any person for me to send to England from 
the Dey, upon any account, nor any letter to England, which 
may tend to prolong the business. iVIl must now be settled, 
and if so, you may take a letter for England, or myself. If 
you do not think that the presence of the Fleet is longer ne- 
cessary, I am anxious with this wind to return under St. 
Se))astians. 

You will settle all matters as far as is possible, and leave 
nothing for any pretence of sending messages to me. You 
have my confidence. The Consul being received according 
to iny instructions, the collecting all the Maltese together may 
be a work of some time, which Mr. Falcon can do, if the 
principle of restitution is agreed upon. It blows so strong at 
y o’clock, that we can sec nothing; therefore I send the Niger 
with this letter. You need only say, ‘ VVe go on well or ill ; stay 
off here, or you may go.’ The Dey will not know^ but every 
day we may rc-appear. I beg my compliments to Mr. Falcon; 
there were no letters for him on board the Seahorse. I am 
ever, my dear Sir, your most faithful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO captain KEATS, II.M. SHIP SL'PEUE. 

[From n Copy in tbn Admirjilly. “ Noon, Tuosdny, lltli .Ifiiinniy. Tim I.iplit 
llotihc on tlif llciid of Algiors boro S.8.W. i AV., distiuire four or live longues; 

^Quadrou in {.'omimuy.”-^Vicfori/s Loy.'j 

Victon', oft’ Algiers, January 17tb, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I approve very much of all your conduct ; but with respect 
to Mr. Falcon’s not being received, that is a point I can never 
give iJj); for if that is given up, he will always remove any 
Consul who docs not please. I can appoint no other; at the 
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same time, if Mr. Falcon either does not choose to land, or 
the Dcy still refuse to -receive him, and yet give up the 
Maltese, you will receive them, and comply with that part of 
your instructions — viz., not telling him whether we are at 
Peace or War; but that you will inform me that his Highness 
has not given satisfaction for the insult done his Majesty in 
sending away his Representative. 

If you could make him understand, he might complain of 
Mr. Falcon after receiving him, and it is possible his Majesty, 
as a mark of Iiis friendship, might remove him, you will act 
properly ; and if nothing can be done, you must come away, 
but bring nothing to me unless he gives up the Maltese. I 
am ever, my dear Sir, your most obedient and hiithful 
servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ( APTAIN KEATS, 11. M. SHIP SPPEKB. 

LEroiii a r«*py, in llie Atliiiirally.] 

Jjinnnjy 1/tl), 1^01. 

My dear Sir, 

If the IMinister of the Marine is to send you out a Boat 
with any message, you ean stand in, and to any message send 
the ultbnatKin , — all our demands must be complied with. If 
not likely to end to your wishes, do not condescend to go to 
liim, but leave Algiers in doubt of the event. I am ever yours 
faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN KEATS, 1L3I. SHIP STPEU13. 

[Trom a Copy, in iho Adnnvi\lty.] 

Vioiovy, .Tanuavy ITtli, IMU, 7 r.M. 

My dear Sir, 

If you think it may be of any use to stand in to-morrow 
morning, do so ; if not, join me. I will not give up an iota 
of my original moderate demand ; I should betray my trust if 
1 did. But leave the <picstion of absolute War, for the rea- 
sons you know, undetermined. I will have all the claimed 
Maltese delivered, and Mr. Falcon received. I am, dear Sir, 
yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte, 



378 


LETTERS. 


[1804. 


TO THE RrCIIT HOXOURABLE LORD HOBART. 

[Autograph, in the Colonial OlUce. On the lUth of Janiuuy, the Victory and 
Squadron were lying to, oft' and on, oft' Algiers; in the afternoon, they made sail 
for their stiiliou oft' Capo St. Sebastians, and arrived tlierc about noon on tlio ‘,*v!nd.] 

Victory, at Sea, January lt)th, 1S(4. 

My Lord, 

In obedience to His Majesty’s commands, signified to me 
through the Admiralty of July 7th and August 26th, and 
through your Lordship on August 23rd, I lost not a moment 
after the arrival of Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General, to detach His Majesty’s Ship Superb, com- 
manded by a most excellent Officer and sensible man, Captain 
Keats, to Algiers, with the Instructions No. 1, and Memo- 
randum No. 2, together with every Paper necessary for liis 
guidance ; and, as I thought the appearance of tlic Scpiadron 
might add weight to the Mission (and the French Fleet being 
in Toulon on the 6th), I stood over to Algiers, and made my 
appearance on the 17th. By Captain Keats’ letters your 
Lordship will observe that the Dcy was immovable, both as 
to receiving Mr. Falcon, or giving up those persons the 
Government of Malta claimed as Maltese ; therefore, I have 
apprised both Sir Alexander Ball at Malta, and Sir Thomas 
Triggc at Gi])raltar, of the failure of our Mission, by the 
enclosed Memorandum. 

The insolence of the Dey is only to be checked (with due 
submission to whatever His Majesty may please to direct) by 
blockading Algiers, and his other Ports of Bona and Oran, 
and to capture his Cruizers; for the more that is given uj) 
to him the more he will demand with insolence in future. 
Therefore, I should propose, that, on the 28th day of April 
next, when, if he means to send his Cruizers to sea, they will 
be out, that, on that day, every Ship under my command 
should have strict orders (to open on that day) to take, sink, 
burn, and destroy every Algerine, and that, on that day, the 
Ports of Algiers should be declared in a state of Blockade. 
Thus, the Dey could get neither commerce, presents, or 
plunder; and, although the other Powers may rejoice at the 
War with us, yet, my Lord, I am firmly persuaded that it will 
be most advantageous to us (and humiliating to the other 
Powers whom he will squeeze) for the next one hundred years. 
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If I should find his Cruizers at sea before that time, in 
consequence of what has passed, I shall, of course, take them, 
but my wish is to make a grand coup, I have, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P. — I am so very unwell, that I have wrote very incor- 
rectly, which I must request your Lordship to excuse, for I 
could not \vrite another letter. 


(i EN ER AL JM EMOR AN D L AJ. 

[From a Copy in ilic Admiralty. 3 

Victory, at Sea, H)th January, 1801. 

The Dey of Algiers having refused to receive the British 
Consul, all Ships are cautioned to beware how they approach 
the Coast of Algiers, or permit themselves to be boarded by 
the Algerine Cruizers. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF 81’. \ INC’ENT, K.IL 
1 AiUograpli, ill the possession of Vice Admiral Sir ^Yilliam Parker, Dart., O.C.B.] 

Vietovv, January liUh, 1>^0-1. 

jNIy dear Lord, 

As the wind is Easterly, I hope the Frigate' which I scud 
with the result of our Mission to Algiers, will catch the 
Cutter * at Gibraltar, where 1 was obliged to send licr to 
clean her bottom, and repair her mast, and to send my letters 
by the Childers. All the time the Cutter was with us, she 
w^a.s obliged to be towed. She sailed worse than any Ship in 
the Fleet. 

Before the summer is out, I dare say the Dey of Algiers 
will be sick of his insolence, and perhaps have his head cut 
oil. I have recommended Mr. Falcon to go to England, and 
then lie will be able to explain every part of his conduct ; but 
it appears to me that Mr. Falcon's coudiicl has been spirited, 
but perfectly correct; and that the two women found in his 
house was greedily seized as the pretext for getting rid of a 
clear-headed, spirited man. I should do great injustice to my 


* The Seahorse. 


■ The British Fair. 
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own feelings, if I did not state my opinion to your Lordship, 
and other his Majesty’s Ministers. I have only a few 
hours to write all my letters, as the wind is Easterly, and you 
know that is not to be lost ; but I am ever yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN KEATS, II. AI. SHIP SUPERB. 

[ Letter-Book. J 

Victory, at Sea, lOtli Jiiiinary, IhOl. 

Sir, 

Having with much attention read over your several letters 
communicating to me the purport of ^mur conference with the 
J)cy of Algiers, on the subject of his receiving Mr. Falcon, his 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General to that place, whom he 
had so indcccntl}^ turned out of his Dominions, as well as the 
several circumstances which you judged necessary to state to 
him by letter, in farther obedience to the instructions you 
received from me, I bog leave to express my full and entire 
approbation of the whole of your conduct, which appears to 
have embraced every ]>ropcr and conciliating measure for tlic 
purpose of accomplishing the object of your mission to Algiers, 
and that everything has been done on your part consistent 
with the honour and interest of his Majesty’s Government to 
bring the Dey of Algiers to a right understanding, which I 
have communicated to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty and his Majesty’s Ministers. I have the honour 
to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


To CAPI AIN THE HONOUJiABLK COl RTKNAV BOVI.E, 

H. M. S!HP SEAHORSE. 

[Order-Bouk.J 

Victory, nt Sen, Jnntinry, 1S(U. 

You arc licit by required and directed to receive Mr. hal- 
eon, his Majesty ’s Consul, Secretary, and Suite, on board his 
Majesty’s Ship Seahorse under your coiniiiand, aud give them 
a passage to (Gibraltar; and immediately on your arrival at 
that place, you will deliver the Public dispatches which you 
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will herewith receive, to (Commissioner Otway, to be for- 
warded to England, as mentioned in my order to the Senior 
Officer, which accompanies this. You are to use the utthost 
exertion in completing the provisions, water, and necessaries 
of the said Ship to the usual time : having so done, you will 
join me, with all possible expedition, on my Rendezvous 
No. 97, under (Cape St. Sebastians. 

Nelson and Bhonte. 


TO TflE TAPTATN OR ro:\rMAXl)ER OF AW OF IIIS MAJESTY’S 
SHIPS OR VESSELS AT GIBRALTAR, BOUND TO LISBON. 


[Order-Book.] 

Victory, ut Sen, 20tli Jnniinry, 1^01. 

Whereas it is my intention that Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s 
(Consul-General at Algiers, shall proceed, with as much expe- 
dition as possible to Lisbon, in any of his Majesty’s Ships or 
Vessels bound to that place. You arc therefore hereby re- 
(juired and directed to receive the said Mr. Falcon on board 
his Majesty’s Ship or Vessel under your command, together 
with his Secretary, suite, and baggage, and give them a pas- 
sage to lasbon, (with every necessary accommodation,) should 
the communication between us be open. You will also, in 
tl;e event of my Public dispatches, forwarded by the Seahorse, 
being too late to go to England in the British Fair, Hired 
Armed Cutter, receive them on board, and on your arrival in 
the Tagus you will deliver them to the Post-Master at that 
place, taking his receipt for the same; having so done, pursue 
the object of your former instructions. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOt RABLE LORD HOBART. 

[ Aiitoj;jra;di, in the eoloiiial 

Violory, Jiiinniry ‘hhb, ISOl. 

My dear Lord, 

I have had much conversation with Captain Keats, but the 
whole of the conference with the ])cy, if such n meeting can 
1)0 called a conference, was nothing hut rage and violence on 
the part of the Dey, and firmness on the part of Captain Keats, 
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the stamp of whose character (if it was not so well known hy 
his actions) is clearly marked by his sensible, clear letters. 
Amongst other questions, and his swearing that he never would 
receive Mr. Falcon, he was asked, ‘ What complaint have 
you his answer was, ‘ Women in his house.’ Captain K., 
‘ That we can prove he was not privy to.’ Answer, ‘ Well, they 
were in his house and ho is answerable ; besides, two years 
ago, his servant rode over a Moor and killed him.’ I merely 
mention this part of the conversation to show your lA)rdship, 
as I am now convinced, that Mr. Falcon lias committed no 
impropriety, but that he is disagreeable by his spirited 
conduct. Your I^ordship will find him a very sensible, clear- 
headed man. 

After what has passed, it is not for me to suggest ain^ mode, 
short of hostilities, to the wisdom of llis Majesty’s Ministers; 
the only thing to be done short of hostilities, and even that is 
in some measure giving up the point, is a declaration that His 
Majesty will never to this l)ey send another Consul to be liable 
to insult, and to demand what we can jirovc by name were 
taken in Maltese Vessels. Mediterranean Passes should lie 
sent out to Malta, as was done to Minorca. 

I shall be very anxious to receive II is Majesty’s commands, 
and I will endeavour to withhold from hostilities till they 
arrive, which, if sent as soon as pos.sible, may b(? in March. 1 
shall give Mr. Falcon a letter of introduction to your Ltirilship ; 
and, I have, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR Xr.I’F.AX, R.VRT., AD.MIRAF/rV. 

[tlriginnl in tl**? A«liuiiiilty. ■ 

Virtfiiv, nl Sc{\, ‘iOth .lauuiirv, 

Sir, 

Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent and ( ’onsul-Gcneral at 
Algiers having joined me, 1 detached Captain Keats in the 
Superb to Algiers, and supported his Mission by showing the 
Squadron off Algiers on the 17th Instant ; but, as their 
Lordships will perceive by the enclosed papers, nothing can 
be done with the Dey at present, by anything but hniniliation, 
which I shall never assent to; for, if we do, he will treat us 
in futiire (as he has often threatened) like the Danes and 
Swedes, As all his Cruizers are in Port, I have left the 
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business of declaring to the Algerines hostilities, until a more 
favourable opportunity offers of giving his Marine, which has 
been allowed to get too powerful, a most severe blow. I Tiave 
apprised both Sir Alexander Ball and Sir Thomas Trigge, by 
the enclosed notice, to warn our Commerce. 

I am sure the conduct of Captain Keats has been such as 
will merit the increased esteem of their Lordships as it has 
done of. Sir, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO COMMISSrONER OTWAV', GIBRALTAR. 

[Lottrrliook.J 

Victory, at Sea, January, 1804. 

Sir, 

As great circumspection is necessary to prevent our Trade 
from falling into the hands of the Algerines, in case they 
should be hostile to us (as you will observe b}’^ the enclosed 
Notice) I am to desire you will be pleased to aecpiaint the 
C\)mmandcrs of all future Convoys bound up the Mediter- 
rnneau to pass, if convenient, to the Northward of Ivica and 
Majorca ; l)ut should that not be practicable, to pass close to 
the Southward of Ivica and Majorca, unless under the pro- 
tection of a Ship of the Line. 1 am, c'vc., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO TflK BIGHT HOXOl UARLE LOUD HOBART. 

Antojjnijtb, in ll»c Culoniul OlVirc. ] 

Jsumary ■JOili, 1804. 

My dear Lord, 

I scud you the Queen of Naples and General Acton’s last 
letters. ^Ir. Elliot's arc in the same strain of doubt as to the 
lot of Naples. 1 am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ISJR ANDREW SNARL HAMOND, BABT. 

[ Autoprapli. in llio posf:cssion of Vioo AJmirul Sir Bralunn IMen llanioml, Bnv(., 
K.C.IL] 

Viefovv. .liimiary DOl. 

My dear Sir Andrew, 

1 received yesterday a packet from our friend ^Ir. lalcouet, 
Jit Naples, for you. 1 should have been truly happy to have 



384 


LETTERS. 


[ 1804 . 


been useful to so good a man in any manner in my power, 
but from the Neutrality of his Country, and having the finding 
money for the French Troops, nothing is in my power to offer, 
or his to accept ; but Mr. and Mrs. Falconet are every day 
executing commissions for me at Naples, as my private wants 
require. I hear of yon occasionally from our friend Davison. 
I hope Captain Ilamond has sufficiently recovered to join his 
Ship again : I think he would have been better in this (country. 
The weather is certainly not so raw as a Channel cruize, and I 
need not say what pleasure it would give me to have him here 
on the day of Battle, which cannot be much longer deferred. 1 
am ever, my dear Sir Andrew, with the sinccrest altachinent, 
your most obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[From Clarke ami M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 

‘iOih January, l^ni. 

Captain Hlllyar is most truly deserving of all your Lordship 
can do for him, and, in addition to his Public nu'rits, has a 
claim upon us. At twenty- four years of age he maintained 
his mother and sisters, and a brother,’ until I made him a 
Lieutenant fur his bravery a short time ago. Fur llicsc 
reasons he declined the Ambuscade, which was offered him; 
because, altliougli he might thus get his Rank, ^et if’ lie were 
put upon JIalf-pay, his fiimily w'ould be the sufferers. f'Vom 
all these circumstances, so honourable to Captain llillyar, 
independent of his services, which every one thought would 
have obtained him promotion in the late War, I beg leave to 
submit, as an act oftlic greatest kindness, that as the Niger is a 
very fine fast-sailing Frigate, well-manned, and in most excel- 
lent condition, she may be fitted with the Madras’s 3*2 cairro- 
nades, which are not so heavy as her present nine-poniidcrs, 
and that your Lordship would recommend her being considered 
as a Post Sijip/ cither a thirty-two or twenty-eight, (hiptain 
Ilillyar’s activity would soon complete the additional number 

* \ i 1<* j). 

* III of this npiiliciitioii, thf* Nigor was as ft Fvst Slupi 

anti a Cunaiii acut out for Caplaiu iliilyar to coiuuiaud lu'r. 
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of men, and she would be an efficient Frigate. I will not 
venture to say more ; 1 am sensible of your attention to merit. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

LAutograpli, in the possession of Colonel Davison. 1 

January QOtli, ISO-t. 

My dear Davison, 

I have nothing new to tell you, since I wrote you a few 
days Jigo. I enclose a list of a few things Mr. (Jhcvalicr* 
wants, which I will thank you to order from Burgess for my 
account. I find Mr. Chevalier everything which you re- 
commended, and I wonder he has not set up some liotcl. 

The French Fleet I expect every liour, and that will do me 
good ; for if I beat them, there can be no objection to my 
getting a little rest: I liave not been very stout. Perhaps 
you may tumble upon Mr. Falcon, our (Consul at Algiers. 
He is going home by this opportunity — the Dey objecting to 
receive him again, lie is a clever man, but too spirited for 
such a beast, w’hom tlie Powers of Europe, to their disgrace, 
bow down to. I am ever, my dear Davison, with the sinccrest 
friendship, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO AD.MIRAL 


'From Cliuke :iml M'Ai iliur, vol. ii. j), S-'mi. In rojily to h iu v fiom «u Ail- 
(mIiosc uniiic is ikm u »if Admiral Sir .loliij Rorlast* Wurroi]. 

I.ord NfD.du's iiitor<’essioii on lit balf of a umii:' Ollii cr had ht lawt-d 
impropmly to his Captain, and uh-* wte. in (.uii'^iMiuoncr, to bo hroni^lit to a 
Maviinh j 

[About .liimiarv, l>0 1. j 

We woidd all do everything in our j)ower, to oblige so 
gallant and good an Officer as our friend Warren ; but what 
Would lie do, if he W'ere here? exactly what I have done, and 
am still willing to do. The y‘aing man must write such a 
letter of contrition as would be an acknowledgment of bis 


VOL. V. 


• Hi.-* StfMard. 
C C 
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great fault, and with a sincere promise, if his Captain will 
intercede to prevent the impending Court-Martial, never to 
so misbehave again. On his (hiptain’s enclosing me such a 
letter, with a recpicst to cancel the order for the Trial, I might 
be induced to do it ; but the letters and reprimand will be given 
in the Public Order-Book of the Fleet, and read to all the 
Officers. The young man has pushed himself forward to 
notice, and he must take the consequence. We must re- 
collect, my dear Admiral, it was upon the Quarter-deck, in 
the face of the Ship’s Company, that he treated his Captain 
with contempt; and 1 am in duty bound to support the 
authority and consequence of every Officer under my com- 
mand. A poor ignorant Seaman is forever punished for con- 
tempt to /lis superior. I am, &'c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO (^\PTAI^ WILLIAM PAHKKU, JL M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[OnltT Rook.j 

Victory, otrCnj'O St. HfbasliuiH, Janmivv, Istli. 

You are hereby reqtiircd and directed to proceed imme- 
diately in liis Majesty’s Sliip Amazon, under your command, 
t)d‘ St. Pierres, near tlie Island of Sardinia, ai:tl send your 
Boats in for tlu purpose of bringing out the Transport, (left 
there by the I’erinagant) which you are to take in tow, and 
])roceed with her to the ^ladalcna Islands with all })ossil)lc 
di.spatcli, leaving the accompanying It'tter with the iMiglish 
C’onsid, for any of his Majesty's Ships or Vessels which may 
arrive there, and bring with you tlu' letters which were left at 
that ])lace wlien the Scjuadron was left in the Culf of Palma. 
Should you fall in with tlie Termagant, unaccompanied by 
any '^iVansport or \ ictualh r, you will direct her Commander 
to j)roceed to the enclosed Hendezvous No. 97, under Cape 
St. Sebastian “5, wlicrc lie will find orders for his further pro- 
ceedings. But if the Termagant is accompanied witli the 
'I'ransport from St. lh( rn‘s, or any Victualler from Malta, you 
will take her and sucli Victiiallcrs under your charge, and 
bring thorn with you to the Madaicna Islands as before directed, 
vithoiit proceeding to St, Pierres, unless Captain Pettet 
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should acquaint you that the Victualler, which he brouglit 
from Gibraltar, is still at the former place. In the event of 
your falling in with any other of his Majesty’s Ships, you will 
acquaint their Commanders that I am on my way to the 
Madalena Islands, and recommend their approaching that 
place with caution, unless they are satisfied of my arrival 
there, as it is probable the Enemy may have taken possession 
of them. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE CAPTAIN OR COMMANDER OF ANY OF HIS ^MAJESTY’S 
SHIPS OR VESSELS WHICH MAY ARRIVE AT ST. PIERRES. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, .Tamiarv, ISOl, 

Sir, 

I am on my way with the Squadron to Rendezvous No. 60 , 
where I am to desire you will join mo In his Majesty’s Ship 
under your command, without a moment’s loss of time, toge- 
ther with any Transport or Victualler which may be under 
your charge ; and as it is ])robable the Enemy may have taken 
possession of the Port to which the above Rendezvous alludes, 
you will approach it with great caution, unless you learn that 
I have gained that anchorage, I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS E.XCELLENCY JOHN HOOKHA.M FllEHE, ESQ., MADRID. 

[From Clarke aiul M‘Arthur, vol. ii. i). JtoO.] 

"TSul .Liiiurtrv, IMM. 

If this goes on,*’’ you may acquaint them that I will anchor 
in Rosas w'ith the Squadron, and receive our daily supplies, 
which will olfend the French much more than our staying at 
sea. Refreshments wc have a right to as long as wc remain 
at Peace. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

4 

® I lie refusal of the Hpaiiisli Ooveriiuru to .supply ilio Fleet with refit slinu nts. 

c c 2 
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TO ms EXCELLENCY JOHN HOOKIIAIM FRERE, INIADRID, 


[From a Coi)y, in tlic State Paper Office.] 


Sir, 


Victory, jixmiary ‘.JOrd, 1801, 


I have just received information that leads me to believe 
that the French Fleet is cither put to sea, or on the eve of it, 
and bound to the Eastward, towards Naples and Sicily. I am 
this moment making sail in the direction I think most likely 
to intercept them. His Majesty’s Fleet is in high health, and 
the event of a meeting ought not to be doubted. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Fronte. 


TO CAPTAIN ROSS DOWELL Y, U,M. SHIP XARCISSUS. 


'Autooi'ftjjli, ill ilie po'^'^cssiun of tlio late Adam Broiniluw, and Ordor-nook. 

Victory, off Cape St. Scbasliim‘<, .lanimry. 

You arc hereby required and directed to ])rocecd imme- 
diately, with his Majesty’s Ship Narcissus under your com- 
mand, into the Bay of Uosa.s, and endeavour to communicate 
with the sliorc, for the purpose of obtaining the latest and 
most correct information of what is passing in France. Having 
so done, you will make the best of your way oft' tbo eiurauce 
of M\)ulon Harbour, to ascertain the slate of th(‘ Enemy's 
Squadron in tliat place; and if their Fleet is in Fort, you will 
proceed oft* the Harbour of Ajaccio in ('orsiea, and reconnoitre 
the Enemy’s force in that place, and afterwards use your 
utmost endeavours to join me at the Madalena Islands with 
the information you may have obtained from the above- 
mentioned place.--. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO f’APTAlX RIC HARI) ni;S.SEV AIOI BRAV, It. AL SHIP AC/I IVK. 
rOrd'T Hook.] 

Viotorv. oil Cajir St. SobaviiiHii;, ‘,*')rd .Taiiiiftiy, Isdl. 

VVhcrca.s, it is my intention to proceed immediately ^yitll 
the Squadron, to the Madalena Islands, You arc hereby require^ 
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and directed to remain on the present Rcndczvoui-% No. 97, 
under Cape fet. Sebastians, with his Majesty’s Ship Active, 
under yonr command, tor tlie purpose of acquainting any of 
his Majesty’s Ships which may come on the above Rendez- 
vous, tliat I am gone to the Mudalcna Islands, and to direct 
their Commanders to proceed and join me there with the 
utmost possible expedition. You are to continue on this 
Service till lurthcr orders, and upon no account to {|uit it in 
chase of any Vessel ; but should you get any positive informa- 
tion of the sailing of the Enem^^’s Fleet, you are to join me at 
Madalena, without one moment’s loss of time. If the Ter- 
magant or Childers join, to direct them, if to be done without 
much loss of time, to look into either Barcelona, or Rosas, for 
letters ; and in the course of a week, I have no objection to 
tlic Active’s calling off Barcelona for any letters, but by no 
means to anchor. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


fO CAFIAIX KICIIARI) HI DD VINTEN J', Il.M. SLOOP ARROW, 


[l.t Mcr Book. 

Vitiory, jit Stn, •Mtli. F<U. 

Sir, 

By the Termagant I received your letter of the 19th \ilt., 
giving me an ac<*ount of your proceeding.^ with the Trade 
from Malta up the Adriatic, anti the protection afforded them 
from thence to ^'aIe(ta Harbour: also transmitting me copies 
of the several letters, 3:c. therein referred to, together w ith a 
Log of your proceedings, and a list of the (’onvoy under your 
eliargc. In answer to which, I very much approve oi the 
whole of your coiuhicl on this occa.'^ion, and am much jilcascd 
with your attention to the (lovcrmucnt concerns up the 
Adriatic, under the direction of Mr. heard,' who has cominii- 
nicaled to me the object of Ids being there : and transmitted 
bills of lading of the stores seal in the iMentor, Ciuro, and 
Imperial Schooner Ilur.gary, w hich last mentioned Vessel I 
hope may arrive safe at Malta, as the stores she has on board 
are more particularly wanted than any of the others. I am. 
Sir, ' Nelson and Bronte. 


’ \ ioo-Con.'-iii lit lLij,’u^iu 
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TO CAPTAIN JOHN OORE, H.M. SHIP MEDUSA. 

[From a Copy, iu tlie Nelson Papers.] 

Victor}', nt Sen, 21tb Jnniinry, 1S04. 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 27th August by 
the Termagant, and very much approve of the exertion used 
in heaving down his Majesty’s Ship Medusa under your com- 
mand, tis well as of the precaution taken for preserving the 
health of your Seamen, by issuing an additional half-pint of 
wine to each man ; but I would recommend your acquainting 
the Admiralty with the circumstance, that you may have their 
Lordships’ sanction for so doing ; otherwise the Victualling- 
Board will most certainly impress your Account for the wine 
so issued. 

I have received copies of the several orders you found 
necessary as Senior Officer at Gibraltar to issue, which very 
fully meet my approbation, as well as the arrangement you 
proposed making with Commissioner Otway, for tlic reception 
of British Seamen as they arrive from Spain. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO J. B. GIHERT, ESQ., IILS MAJESTY’S CONSUL AT BARCELONA. 

[ Letter-Book. J 

Victory, at Sen, ‘-ilth .laminry, 1*^04. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant, together with 
the enclosures from Madrid, therein mentioned, and also your 
duplicate letter of tlic 24th ultimo, with the one from Mr. 
Frcre, acting Consul-General at Madrid, therein alluded to. 
I am very much obliged by your intentions of sending me the 
earliest information of any political news respecting our two 
('ountries. Agreeably to your request, I herewith transmit a 
copy of niy letter to the Victualling Board. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR RKHIARD BICKERTON, BART. 

[Letter-Book, j 

Victory, fit Srsi, ViJth January, I SOI. 

Sir, 

This morning I received your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
with copy of one from Mr. Woodhead, Agent to the Naval 
Hospital at Malta, requesting, for the reasons therein men- 
tioned, that you would give your sanction and directions for 
his htiving a Clerk. In answer thereto, I perfectly approve 
of the temporary Assistant-Clerk \vhich you recommended 
that gentleman to employ, but shall certainly not give my 
sanction to his having a Clerk allowed him, and therefore 
have desired him to apply to the Sick and Hurt Board for 
such Assistant. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. WILLIAM BEND, SIMIGEOX OF IlIS MAJESTY’S NAVAL 
HOSJRTAf., GIBRALTAR. 

[LoUor-Bonk.] 

Viclorv, ul Soa, MUi January, IS04. 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 20tli October 
last, (with the statement of the Hospital therein mentioned,) 
accpiainting me, that you had, in consequence of Doctor 
Snipe’s directions, visited the prisoners on board the Guerrier 
Prison-Ship, and removed such of them as "were confined to 
bed, to the Hospital, to prevent contagion being generated. I 
am to desire you will, with Jill future Returns of the Hospital 
under your charge, transmit me a regular list of the Officers 
and Men who may die at the said Hospital, stating the Ships 
they belong to, when received, and the time of their death, 
that the respective Captains may be made acquainted there- 
with, and regulate their Books accordingly. I approve of the 
oi*dcrs Doctor Snipe gave respecting your visiting the Prisoners 
on board the Guerrier, and your conduct in conse(pience. 
You will bear in mind iny directions respecting a Porter for 
the Hospital gate, and apply to (Commissioner Otway to 
recommend a pro])er person for that puqmsc. I am, c'vc. 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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the stamp of whose character (if it was not so well known by 
his actions) is clearly marked by his sensible, clear letters. 
Amongst other questions, and his swearing that he never would 
receive Mr. Falcon, he was asked, ‘ What complaint have 
you ?* his answer was, ‘ Women in his house.’ Captain K., 
‘ Tliat we can prove he was not privy to.’ Answer, ‘ Well, they 
were in his house and he is answerable ; besides, two years 
ago, his servant rode over a Moor and killed him.’ I merely 
mention this part of the conversation to show your Lordship, 
as I am now convinced, that Mr. Falcon has committed no 
impropriety, but that he is disagreeable by his spirited 
conduct. Your Lordship will find him a very sensible, clear- 
headed man. 

After what has passed, it is not for mo to suggest any mode, 
short of hostilities, to the wisdom of Ills Majesty’s Ministers; 
the only thing to be done short of hostilities, and even that is 
in some measure giving up the point, is a declaration that His 
Majesty will never to this Dey send another Consul to be liable 
to insult, and to demand what we can ])rove hy name were 
taken in Maltese Vessels. Mediterranean Passes should bo 
sent out to Malta, as was done to Minorca. 

I shall be very anxious to receive His Majesty’s commands, 
and I will endeavour to withhold from liostilities till they 
arrive, which, if sent as soon as jiossible, may be iu March. I 
shall give Mr. Falcon a letter of introduction to your I^onlship ; 
and, 1 have, &c., 

Nklson and Bronte. 


TO sin i:\’AN NKPKAN, JIAHT., AOMIRAITV. 

[Originul in tl:** Admiralty. . 

Virt(ny, iJt Son, iOth Janiiiiry, I'^Ol. 

Sir, 

Mr. Falcon, his Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at 
Algiers having joined me, I detached Captain Keats in the 
Superb to Algiers, and supported his Mission by showing the 
Squadron off Algiers on the 17t}i Instant ; hut, as their 
Lordships will perceive by the enclosed papers, nothing can 
be done with the Dey at present, by anything but humiliation, 
which I shall never assent to; for, if we do, he will treat us 
in future (as he lias often threatened) like the Danes and 
Swedes. As all his Cruizers are in Port, I have left the 
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business of declaring to the Algerines hostilities, until a more 
favourable opportunity offers of giving his Marine, which has 
been allowed to get too powerful, a most severe blow. I tiave 
apprised both Sir Alexander Ball and Sir Thomas Trigge, by 
the enclosed notice, to warn our Commerce. 

I am sure the conduct of Captain Keats has been such as 
will merit the increased esteem of their Lordships as it has 
done of. Sir, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 

I’O COiM MISSION KR OTWAY, GTHRALTAR. 

[Lcltor-Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, January, lSO-1. 

Sir, 

As great circumspection is necessary to prevent our Trade 
from fjilling into the hands of the Algerines, in case they 
should be hostile to us (as you will observe b}^ the enclosed 
Notice) I am to desire you will be pleased to acejuaint the 
('onunanders of all future Convoys bound up the Mediter- 
ranean to pass, if convenient, to the Northward of Ivica and 
Majorca ; but should that not be practicable, to pass close to 
the Sotithward of Ivica and Majorca, unless under the pro- 
tection of a Ship of the Lino. I am, c'vc.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO Tin: RIGHT IIONOUIIABLK LORD HOBART. 

' Autug^rnjdi, in tlie Colonial Ofiico.; 

Jaminry 'JOih, IsOi. 

]My dear Lord, 

I scud you the Queen of Naples and General Acto?j\s last 
letters. Mr. Elliot's are in the same strain of doubt as to the 
lot of Naples. I am, kc,, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR ANDREW SNAPE HAMOM), HART. 

[ Autofcrapli, in the possession of Vict* AJinirnl SirOraliiim Ldeu lijimoiul, Bart , 
K.C.B.j 

Violorv, .lanuarv LOl. 

My dear Sir Andrew, 

1 received yesterday a packet from our friend Mr. Falconet, 
at Naples, for you, 1 should have been truly happy to have 
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been useful to so good a man in any manner in my power, 
but from the Neutrality of his Country, and having the finding 
money for the French Troops, nothing is in my power to offer, 
or his to accept ; but Mr. and Mrs, Falconet are every day 
executing commissions for me at Naples, as my private wants 
require. I hear of you occasionally from our friend Davison. 
I hope Captain Ilamoud has sufficiently recovered to join his 
Ship again : I think he would have been better in this (jountry. 
The weather is certainly not so raw as a Channel cruize, and 1 
need not say what pleasure it would give me to have him here 
on the day of Battle, which cannot be much longer deferred. 1 
am ever, my dear Sir Andrew, with the sincercst attachment, 
jmur most obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. \ INC’FA P, K.R. 

[From Clarke ami Arthur, vol. ii. p. 

‘iOili JammiT, ISOL 

Captain Hillyar is most truly deserving of all your Lordshij) 
can do for him, and, in addition to his Public merits, has a 
claim upon us. At twenty-four years of age he maintained 
his mother and sisters, and a brother,^ until I made him a 
Lieutenant for lus bravery a short time ago. For these 
reasons he declined the Ambuscade, which was offered him; 
because, although he might thus get his Rank, yet if he were 
put u})on JIalf-pay, his family would be the sufferers. From 
all these circumstances, so honourable to C'aptain Hillyar, 
independent of his services, which every one thought would 
liave obtained him promotion in the late War, I beg leave to 
submit, as an actof the greatest kindness, that as the Niger is a 
very fine fast-sailing Frigate, well-manned, and in most excel- 
lent condition, she may be fitted with the Madras’s 32 carro- 
nadcs, which are not so heavy as her present nine-poundei>, 
and that your Lordship would recommend her being considered 
as a Post Ship,* either a thirty-two or twenty-eight, (hiptain 
Ilill^^ar’s activity would soon complete the additional number 

® Vido p, I.h;;, aiit< . 

* !)) rfuiseqiumce <jt' this application, tho Nigor was cstublislifid as ft Fost Slnpi 
anJ u ^'ummiMiiioii scut cut for Cftptaiu liUlyar to cojuimiud her. 
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of men, and she would be an efficient Frigate. I will not 
venture to say more ; I am sensible of your attention to merit. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ES(^ 

[^Antogi'flpli, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

January (iOth, 1S04. 

My dear Davison, 

I have nothing new to tell you, since I wrote you a few 
days ago. I enclose a list of a few things Mr. Cyhcvalier* 
wants, which I will thank you to order from Burgc.ss for iny 
jiccount. I find Mr. Chevalier everything which you re- 
commended, and I wonder he has not set up some hotel. 

The French Fleet I expect every hour, and that will do me 
good ; for if I beat them, there can be no objection to my 
getting a little rest; I have not been very stout. Perhaps 
yoii may tumble upon Mr. Falcon, our (Consul at Algiers, 
lie is going home by this opportunity — the Dey objecting to 
receive him again. He is a clever man, but too spirited for 
such a ])cast, whom the Powers of Europe, to their disgrace, 
bow down to. I am ever, my dear Davison, with the sincerest 
friendship, yours most faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO AD.MIUA! 


; Fioul Clarlie suul M'Aitliur, vol. ii. p. S.ai. lii reply to a li tu r fioiu tm Ail- 
iniral, ( wlioso nniiic n«il a frioiul «»1‘ AJiuirul .Sir John I’ovlast Wanvu, 

j'cijiu'sUnfr Lord NoL-du's iiit»‘vrossion ou lud'.nlf of a OlVui-r who had bi havi d 

iiuiiopfily to his (.'ajdaiii. aiul who WU'', in t<j hi* hiwiiylit lo a 

.Murlial. 1 

{’Ahum Jumiavy, 

Wc would all do everything in our power, lo oblige so 
gallant and good an Officer as our friend Warren ; but what 
would he do, if he were here? exactly what I have done, ami 
am still willing to do. The young man must write such a 
letter of contrition as would bo an acknowledgment of his 


VOL. V. 


* His Stewavil. 

c c 
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great fault, and with a sincere promise, if his Captain will 
intercede to prevent the impending Court-Martial, never to 
so misbehave again. On his Captain’s enclosing me such a 
letter, with a re(piest to cancel the order for the Trial, I might 
be induced to do it ; but the letters and reprimand will be given 
in the Public Order-Book of the Fleet, and read to all the 
Officers. The young man has pushed himself forward to 
notice, and he must take the consccpiencc. We must re- 
collect, my dear Admiral, it was upon the Quarter-deck, in 
the face of the Ship’s Company, that he treated his Captain 
with contempt; and I am in duty bound to support the 
authority and consequence of every Officer under my com- 
mand. A poor ignorant Seaman is for ever punished for con- 
tempt to his superior. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO C’APTAfX WILLIAM PARKER, If. M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Onlrr Book.] 

Victory, off (’aj'c St. Sebastians, Jaiinarv, isOl. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately in his Majesty's Ship Amazon, under your command, 
olf St. Pierres, near the Island of Sardinia, ai:d send your 
Boats in for the purpose of bringing out the '^fransport, (left 
there by the Termagant j wliich yon are to take in tow, and 
])roceed with her to the Madalcna Islands with all possible 
dispatch, leaving the accompanying letter with the English 
(’onsul, for any of his Majesty’s Ships or Vessels which may 
arrive there, and bring with you the letters whieh were left at 
that ])lace when the Scpiadron was left in tlic (Adf of Palma. 
Should you fall in with the Termagant, unaceoinpanied by 
any Transport (;r V ictnaller, you will direel her Commander 
to proceed to the cuelosed Bendezvoiis No. 97, under (’ape 
St. Sebastians, where he will find orders for his furtlicr pro- 
cecdiiig.s. But if the Termagant is accompanied with the 
'JVansport from St. Pierres, or any Victualler from Malta, you 
will take her and ’‘uch Victuallers under your charge, and 
bring them with you to the Madalcna Islands as before directed, 
without proceeding to St. Pierres^ unless Captain Pettet 
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should acquaint you that the Victualler, which he brought 
from Gibraltar, is still at the former place. In the event of 
your falling in with any other of his Majesty’s Ships, you will 
acquaint their Commanders tliat I am on my way to the 
Madalena Islands, and recommend their ap])roaching that 
j)lace with caution, unless they are satisfied of my arrival 
there, as it is probable the Enemy may have taken possession 
of them. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO THE CAPTAIN OR COMMANDER OF ANY OF HIS AIA.TTvSTY’S 
SHIPS OR VESSELS WHICH MAY ARRIVE AT ST. PIERRES. 

[I.etier-iiook.] 

Victory, nt Sen, .Tnmuiry, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am on my way with the Squadron to Rendezvous No. 60, 
where I am to desire you will join me in liis ISIitjcsty’s Ship 
under your command, without a moment’s loss of time, toge- 
ther with any Transport or Victualler which may be under 
your charge ; and as it is probable the Enemy may have taken 
possession of the Port to which the above Rendezvous alludes, 
you will approach it with great caution, unless you learn that 
I have gainetl that anchorage. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN HOOKHAM FRERE, ESQ., MADRID. 

[From Clarke aiul M‘Artliur, vol. ii. i>. Mod.] 

Jamuirv, ImM. 

If this goes on,” you may acquaint them that I will anchor 
ill Rosas with the S(|uadron, and receive our daily supplies, 
which will offend the French much more than our staying at 
sea. Refreshments we have a right to as long as we remain 
at Peace. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


® The refusal of the Spanish Governors to supply the Fleet with refreshnu-ms. 

c c 
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TO Ills EXCELLENCY JOHN HOOKHAIM FREUE, MADRID, 


[From a Copy, in the State Paper Ofllcc.] 


Sir, 


Victory, Jamiary 1801, 


I have just received information that leads me to believe 
that the French Fleet is cither put to sea, or on the eve of it, 
and bound to the Eastward, towards Naples and Sicily. I am 
this moment making sail in the direction I think most likely 
to intercept them. His Majesty’s Fleet is in high health, and 
the event of a meeting ought not to be doubted. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN ROS.S DONNELLY, II.M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 
'Autogiapli, ill the pof^scssion of tl«o late Adam Broinilow, Esq., and Order-Rook. 

Victory, off Cape St. Schastians, r>:’nd .laniuiry, l.^'Ol. 

You arc hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately, with his Majesty’s Ship Narcissus under your com- 
mand, into the Bay of Rosas, and endeavour to communicate 
with the shore, for the purpose of obtaining the latest and 
most correct information of what is passing in France. Having 
so done, you will make the best of your wav off the crUranct; 
of Toulon Harbour, to ascertain the state of the Enemy’s 
Squadron in that place; and if their Fleet is in Fort, you will 
j)rocced off the Harbour of Ajaccio in (^orsica, and reconnoitre 
tlie Enemy’s force in that place, and afUu’wards use your 
utmost endeavours to join me at the Madalcna Islands with 
the information you may have ol^taincd from the abov(’* 
mentioned places. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN RICHARD IIU.8.SEV AIOUBIIAV, H. M. SHIP ACTIVK. 
rOrdfr-Rook.] 

A'ictorv, ofl'Cape Si. Scbusiians, ^J.lrd .Taiiufiry. ISOI. 

Whereas, ii is my intention to proceed immediately with 
tlic :*qii'idroii to the Madidena Islands, You are hereby required 
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and directed to remain on the present Rendezvous, No. 97, 
under Cape St. Sebastians, with his Majesty’s Ship Active, 
under your command, for the purpose of acquainting any of 
his Majesty’s Ships which may come on the above Rendez- 
vous, that I am gone to the Madalcna Islands, and to direct 
tlieir Commanders to proceed and join me there with the 
utmost possible expedition. You are to continue on this 
Service till further orders, and upon no account to (juit it in 
chase of any Vessel ; but should you get any positive infonna- 
lion of the sailing of the Enemy’s Fleet, you arc to join me at 
Madalena, without one moment s loss of time. If the Ter- 
magant or Childers join, to direct them, if to be done without 
much loss of time, to look into either Barcelona, or Rosas, for 
letters; and in the course of a week, I have no objection to 
the Active’s calling off Barcelona for any letters, but by no 
means to anchor. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

To CAri'AIX UK'IIAUI) lU DD VINCENT, H.M. SLOOP ARROW. 

[I.i tlrr Bonk.] 

Viclory, at Sm, Jaiuiaiy ‘Mtli. 

Sir, 

By the Termagant 1 received your letter of the 19th ult., 
giving me an account of your ]>rocccdings with the Trade 
from Malta up tlie Adriatic, and the protection afforded them 
from thence to \’aletta Harbour; also transmitting me copies 
of the several letters, ^c. therein referred to, together with a 
lA>g of your proceedings, and fi list of the C'onvoy under your 
eliarge. In answer to which, I very much approve of the 
whole of your conduct on this occasion, and am much })lcascd 
with your attention to the (Jovermnent concerns up the 
Adriatic, under the direction of ^Mr. J.eard,’ who has commu- 
nicated to me tlie object of h.is being there; and transmitted 
bills of hiding of the stores sent in the ^lentor, Giuro, and 
Imperial Schooner Ilimgary, which last mentioned Vessel I 
hope may arrive safe at Malta, as the stores she has on board 
arc more particularly wanted than any of the others. I am, 
Sir, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 


* Vioc-Voiisul lU Rajjii'-u. 
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TO CAPTAIN JOHN GORE, H.M. SHIP MEDUSA. 
[From ft Copy, iu the Nelson Papers.] 


Victory, nt Sen, 21tli Janimry, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 27th August by 
the Termagant, and very much approve of the exertion used 
in heaving down his Majesty’s Ship Medusa under your com- 
mand, as well as of the precaution taken for preserving the 
health of your Seamen, by issuing an additional half-pint of 
wine to each man ; but I would recommend your acquainting 
the Admiralty with the circumstance, that you may have their 
Lordships’ sanction for so doing ; otherwise the Victualling- 
Board will most certainly impress ^^our Account for the wine 
so issued. 


I liave received copies of the several orders you found 
necessary as Senior Officer at Gibraltar to issue, which very 


fully meet niy approbation, as well as the arrangement you 
proposed making with Commissioner Otway, for the reception 
of British Seamen as they arrive from Spain. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO J. 13. G1I3ERT, ESQ., IIIS MAJESTY’S CONSUL AT 13ARCKLOx\A. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, nl Sea, vlltli Jiimiary, 1^04. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the .^th instant, together with 
the enclosures from Madrid, tlierciu mentioned, and also your 
duplicate letter of the 21th ultimo, with the one from Mr. 
Frcre, acting Consul-General at Madrid, therein alluded to. 
I am very much obliged by your intentions of sending me the 
earliest information of any political news respecting our two 
( /ountrics. Agreeably to your re(piest, I hcrcw'ith transmit a 
copy of my letter to thr Victualling Board. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR lUCHARU BiCKERTON, BARI. 

[Letter- Book. J 

Victory, nt Sea, ‘.iltli Jaiiuar\, lS()4. 

Sir, 

This morning I received your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
with copy of one from Mr. Woodhead, Agent to the Naval 
Hospital at Malta, requesting, for the reasons therein men- 
tioned, that yon would give your sanction and directions for 
his having a Clerk. In answer thereto, 1 perfectly approve 
of the temporary Assistant-Clerk which you recommended 
that gentleman to enq^loy, but shall certainly not give my 
sanction to his having a (^Icrk allowed him, and therefore 
have desired him to apply to the Sick and Hurt Board for 
such Assistant. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO .MR. WILLIAM JiKND, SURGLOX OF IIIS MAJKSTV’s XAVAl. 

HOSPITAL, (ilBRALTAK. 

[Let tor- Book.] 

Victory, ut Sea, ‘ilili .lamuivy, ls04. 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 20th October 
last, (with the statement of the Hospital therein mentioned,) 
acfiuainting me, that you had, in consequence of Doctor 
Sni[)c's directions, visited the prisoners on board the Guerrier 
Prison-Ship, and removed such of them as were confined to 
bed, to the Ho.spital, to prevent contagion being generated. I 
am to desire you will, with all future Returns of the Hospital 
under your charge, transmit me a regular list of the Officers 
ttiid Men who may die at the said Hospital, statiim the Ships 
they belong to, when received, and the time of their death, 
that the respective Ca]>tains may he made acquainted there- 
with, and regulate their Books accordingly. I ajqirovc ol the 
orders Doctor Snipe gave respcclingyour visiting the Prisoners 
on board the Guerrier, and your conduct in c<msequcnce. 
You will bear in mind my directions respecting a Porter for 
the Hospital gate, and ajn;»ly tt) (h)nunissioner Otway to 
recoininend a proper person for that purpose. I am, cS:c. 

Nelson and Biionte» 
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TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM EDWARD CUACRAFT, H.M. SHIP ANSON. 

[Letter Book.] 

Victorj', jit Sen, ‘Mtli Jmiunry, J8(.U. 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 13th ultimo, with 
a copy of the one therein mentioned from Captain Corbett 
of liis Majesty’s Sloop llittcrn, giving an account of his having 
run on shore a large Ship near Brindisi, and of his having set 
fire to her, owing to liis not being able to get her off. In 
answer thereto, from the circumstances mentioned in Captain 
Corbett’s said letter, his conduct appears to have been per- 
fectly correct, and that the Ship in question, from her susj)i- 
cious manoeuvres, was, most probably, Enemy’s property. I 
am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR, JOHN WOODHEAD, AGENT TO THE NA\ AL IlOSPlTAi., 
MALTA. 


Lfttor-Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, 'Htb Jaiiuavy, 

Sir, 

I have received a copy of your letter of the 27lh ultimo to 
Bear-Admiral Sir Bichard Bickerton, representing the neces- 
sity of your having the assistance of a Clerk, and rctpiestiiig, 
for the reasons therein mentioned, that he would give his 
sanction and directions to that effect. In answer thereto, I 
do not feel justified to comply with your request, as the 
missioners of the Sick and Hurt Board must certainly have 
known at* the time they appointed you, that it was probable 
upwards of two hundred men might be in the Naval Hospital 
at Malta at once, (on several occasions,) and, therefore, desire 
you will apply to the said Commissioners for a jicrson of the 
description you mention. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO Cl I ARLES STUART, ESQ.,^ SECRETARY OF LEGATION AT THE 
COURT OF VIENNA. 

[Letler-Book.J 

Victory, at Sea, r2Uli .laiiuurv, ISOI. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of tlio 1st September last, 
acquainting me that cvciy possible reparation htis been made 
})y the Austrian Minister for the outrage against the British 
Flag, and that you had ti'ansniittcd to Government copies of 
the several papers \vhich passed between Ctiptain Fyffc and 
the Conimtindant of Venice, on the occtision. I am very glad 
the Austrian Government have seen Captain Fyffe’s conduct 
in its proper light, and that the necessary reparation has been 
made, as I was perfectly satisfied with the correctness of that 
Oflicer’s proceedings on the above occasion. 1 am, See. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SAMCEL SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMPHION. 

[LeUor-Rook.J 

Victory, at Sea, .lanuary, 

Sir, 

I have lliis day received your letter of the IGth October 
last, aetjuainting me, for the reasons therein mentioned, of 
your having gone to Lisbon, and also that, in consequence of 
the inclosurc from Lord Robert Fit/.-Gorald, his Majesty’s 
^liuister at Jasbon, which accompanied your said letter, you 
had brought the Duke dc (^oigny from that place to Gibraltar, 
iti order to his proceeding by the first Frigate to England. In 
anstver to which, I aj)provc of your having gone to Lisbon 
under the circuiustances you represent, and also of your having 
brought the Duke dc C’oigny to Gibraltar. I am, See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I have received your letter of the IGth October, with 
the Amphion’s state and condition, t(5gclhcr with the log 
therein mentioned. 

^ Aftt*i-\vanln Lord Stiiftit dr R(»tlisav, (t.U.R. : lie died on the 'iih of Novcinbci’, 
iHio. 
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TO CAPTAIN JOHN GORE, H.M. SHIP AIEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 24tli January, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have this clay received your letter of the 9th October last, 
together with one from the Captain of the American Sloop of 
War Siren, dated the 7 th of that month, and your answer 
thereto respecting the three British Subjects named in the 
margin,” who liad returned to their duty and allegiance from 
the said Sloop, on board his Majesty’s Ship under your com- 
mand. In answer thereto, as the Officers of the said Sloop of 
War declare they knew them to be British Subjects at the 
time they entered for the Service of the United States, I very 
much approve of your not having delivered them up, and also 
of the orders you gave Lieutenant Williams of tlie Victory, to 
receive all British Seamen in Gibraltar for the Service of their 
Country. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN THOMA.S .STAINI-:S, COM.MANDING lUS MAJKS'H’S 
8I.OOP CAMELi:UN. 

[ Onler-llook. Tliurstlay, .Taiiuary. " p..m. intti A^fincourt Souiul. 

At r>, caiJic to witli tiif Email bower, in lu fatlioms.” — I 'h fork's Loj- 'l 

Vietoiy, Minlulena Islands, Snrdiiiin, ‘Jlitli .Tannary, 1^01. 

Whereas, it is probable, from the information I have re- 
ceived, that the Enemy’s Fleet may be at Sea, or that some of 
their Frigates, with Transports, having Troops on board, may 
be coining this way. You are therefore liereby rctiuircd and 
directed to proceed iinrncdialely with his Majesty’s Sloop 
Camelcon, under your command, off iMontc Christo, and 
between that and the Mainland, and u.se your utmost 
endeavour to speak every Merchant-Vessel which you may be 
able to fall in with, for the purpose of gaining intelligence of 
any of the Enemy’s Ships or Vessels which may be coming 
that way from Genoa, or the Island of Elba, cither accompa- 
nied by Tran.-ports or otherwise ; and upon gaining such in- 
formation, you are to join me at this anchorage without a 


* James Dimbervan, James Peoi'cc, John Cox. 
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moment’s loss of time. The Termagant will proceed and join 
you to-morrow on the above service, in the execution of 
which you will continue three or four days ; but upon gaining 
any intelligence, you are to send the Termagant or join me 
yourself, with an account thereof, without a moment’s loss of 
time. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY irCGII ELIJOT, ESQ. 

[ Autogrni»li, in the Elliot PniM rs.J 

My dear Sir, victory, Mndnleim, .lannavy 1801. 

The non-appearance of the Gibraltar tells me what the 
answer of Buonaparte has been. Nothing but insolence 
could be expected from Itim. My movements are regulated 
as my intelligence and fancy lead me to suppose the French 
Fleet will [come] out. Sardinia is certainly to be taken by 
the French, and I do not believe that I can prevent it. The 
French Fleet were to have sailed on Friday the 20th, and it 
was then put off to Wednesday the 25th, but they had not 
sailed the 27th. I go from here in a few days, and all my 
hopes arc to meet them. 

By your letter No, 2, 1 am glad to find that your dispatches 
from England have been so agreeable to yourself and where 
you arc placed. No. 3. — 1 have no Vessel to send to Naples. 
I am kept in great distress for Frigates and smaller Vessels at 
this critical moment. 1 want ten more than I have, in order 
to watch that the French should not escape me. I shall keep 
this letter till an opportunity offers, of whicli 1 sec no prospect 
at present. I have talked to Captain Hardy about your son, 
and as we have no schoolmaster in the Victory, and the greater 
part of our youngsters dispersed, w e have asked Captain Parker 
of the Amazon to take him, which he lias kindly promised to 
do. He could be nowhere so w’cll placed on every account : 
therefore, you may send him when you please. A good 
Schoolmaster is also in that Frigate. 

I observe w’hat you say in No. 5, and shall pay groat atten- 
tion to it. I hope to hold out (ill the French Fleet arc taken, 
burnt, or sunk ; and that tliey shall be, will be the exertion of, 
niy dear Sir, your most obliged friend and servant, 

Nelson and Bronte, 

Doctor Scott is very well. 
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TO Sill JOHN ACTON, BART., NAPLES. 

[From Clarke nml M'AilImr, aoI. ii. p. ; 157 .] 

JJOth Jsinuarv, 1801. 

1 am distressed for Frigates, which arc the eyes of a Fleet ; 
for tlie terrible winter we have had has obliged me to send 
three into Port to be refitted: however, I trust we shall 
fall in with the Enemy, and do the business. Your Excellency 
knows, that with all the care and attention possible, it has 
happened that Fleets have passed eacli other; therefore I 
need not apprise you, how ncce.ssar}" it is to keep a good look- 
out for them. I am, &c,. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN BOSS DONNELLY, II. M. SIMP NARCISSUS. 
[Autogrnpli, in the possession of the late Adam Bromilow, Esfi-, and Order-Book.^ 
Vietory, at the Madaleini IslanclM, :)(>ih January, Isol, 

^jiccret. 

Having received information that the Enemy intend send- 
ing Troops from Ville Franchc to the Island of Corsica, and 
it being of the utmost importance that they should be inter- 
cepted, You arc hereby required and directed to lake his 
Maje.sty’.s Ship named in the margin^ under yonr command, 
aiul ]wocccd with all possible dispatch off Ca[)C ilcvallata, on 
the West side of Corsica, where you will take such station as 
you may judge most likely to fall in with the Enemy, as above 
mentioned ; and, on doing so, use every means in your power 
to take or destroy them. It may, therefore, he advisable, 
under favourable circumstances, first to attack and destroy tlie 
Transports with the Troops on board, and afterwards engage 
the Ships or Vessels of War which may accompany them. 

You will continue on this service for the space of fourteen 
days from this date, and at the expiration thereof, (should you 
not fall in with the Enemy,) return without loss of time to 
this anchorage, where you will find me, or orders for your 
further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


® Juno. 
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TO CAPTAIN ROSS DONNELLY, 11. .M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Autograi»li, in tlie po.sscssiou of the hitc Atlam Dromilow, Esq.] 

Victory, at the Madalena Islands, Sardinia, OOth January, 1804, 

Secret. 

Sir, 

In the event of your falling in Avith and capturing the 
Enemy’s Ships, with Troops on board, expected from Ville 
Franehc, as mentioned in my order to you of this date, I am 
to desire you will bring them to this anchorage; and after 
having taken the wliolc of their arms, use every means to 
secure them on board their respective Vessels and Transports, 
till such time its an opportunity offers of sending them to 
Malta, as the seivicc of the Ship you command cannot, at this 
important season, be spared to accompany them there. I 
am, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL GEORGE CAMPBELL, H. M. SHIP CANOPUS. 

[From a Copy in tlio Admiralty.] 

Victory, at the Madalena Islands, Sardinia, •10th January, 1 h04. 

Sir, 

The two Ships named in the margin' being wanted fur 
immediate service, I delivered orders for their proceedings to 
(Captain Donnelly, immediately on liis coming on hoard here 
after the Court" broke up. 1 luive, therefore, to desire you 
will be pleased to communicate to the Members composing 
the Court, that circumstances of the most important nature to 
tlic Country require the immediate service of those two 
Frigates. I have the honour to be. Sec, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO REAR-ADMIRAL GEORGE CAMPBELL. 

[Lotti'r Booh,] 

Victovy, ^ladalona Islands. Sardinia, dOlU Jamnwy, Isit-t. 

Sir, 

As liis Majesty’s Ships named in tlie margin ‘ will proceed 
to sea to-morrow, on secret and important service, if the 

* Narcissus, Juno. » A Court-Murlial on Lieutenant Wales, of the Rcuoavu. 
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TO sill JOHN ACTON, HART., NAPlJCS. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 

JlOtli January, 1N(V4. 

I am distressed for Frigates, which are the eyes of a Fleet ; 
for the terrible winter we have had has obliged me to scud 
three into Port to be refitted: however, I trust we shall 
fall in with the Enemy, and do the business. Your Excellency 
knows, that with all the care and attention pOwSsiblc, it has 
happened that Fleets have passed each other; therefore I 
need not apprise you, how necessary it is to keep a good look- 
out for them. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIX ROSS 130NXKLLV, IT.M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 
[Aiito^jrapli, iu the possession of the late Adam Broniilow, Ksep, and Order-Book. _ 
Victory, at the Madalona Islands, MOth January, IMU. 

Secret. 

Having received information that the Enemy intend send- 
ing Troops from Ville Franchc to the Island of (h)rsica, and 
it being of the utmost importance that they should be inter- 
cepted, You arc hereby reejuired and directed to take his 
.Majesty’s Ship named in the margin'^ under your coinmaiid, 
and proceed with all possible dispatch off Cape llcvallata, on 
the West side of Corsica, where you will take such station iis 
yon may judge most likely to fall in with the Enemy, as above 
mentioned ; and, on doing so, use every means in your power 
to take or destroy them. It may, therefore, he advisable, 
under favourable eircumstanccs, first to attack and destroy tlie 
Transports with the Troops on board, and aftorwartls engage 
the Ships or Vessels of War which may accompany them. 

You will continue on this service for the space of fourteen 
days from this date, and at tlic expiration thereof, (should yoi’ 
not fall in with the Enemy,) return w’ithout loss of time to 
this anchorage, where you will find me, or orders for year 
further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


® Juiio. 



45 .] 


LETTERS. 


397 


TO CAPTAIN ROSS DONNELLY, 11. M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[AiitogTai)h, in the possession of the late Adam Bromilow, Esq.] 

Victory, at ilie IMadalena Islands, Sardinia, 30th January, 1801, 

Secret. 

Sir, 

In the event of yonr falling in with and capturing the 
Enemy’s Ships, with Troops on board, expected from Ville 
Franche, as mentioned in my order to you of this date, I am 
to desire you will bring them to this anchorage; and after 
having taken the whole of their arms, use every means to 
secure them on board their respective Vessels and Transports, 
till such time tis an opportunity offers of sending them to 
Malta, as the sendee of the Ship you command cannot, at this 
important season, be spared to accompany them there. I 
am, See, Nelson and Bronte. 

• 

TO REAR-ADAIIRAL GEORGE CAMPBELL, 11. M. SHIP CANOPUS. 
fFroni a Copy in tlu' Admiralty.] 

Victory, at the Madalcna Islands, Sardinia, 30th Jannarv, 1801. 

Sir, 

The two Ships named in the margin' being wanted for 
immediate service, I delivered orders for their proceedings to 
(’aptain Donnelly, immediately on Ins coming on board here 
after tlie Court* broke up. I liave, therefore, to desire you 
will be pleased to communicate to the Members composing 
the Court, that circumstances of the mo.st important nature to 
the (Country reejuire the iinmctlialo service of ihosc two 
Frigates. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

JO REAR-AI):^I1RAL GEORGE CAMPBELL. 

[Lnicr Book.] 

Victory, ’'•ladalcna Islands. Sardinia. 30ih .Linnnrv, 18<*L 

Sir, 

As his Majesty’s Ships named in the margin' will proceed 
to sea to-morrow, on secret and important service, if the 

' Narcissus, Juno. 


* A Uourl-AIailial on 1 ioutoiianl ^Yales, of the Renown. 
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weather will permit, (which will bo officially announced to 
you,) I am to desire you will be pleased to order the Judge- 
Adv'ocate to accpiaint the prisoner thereof, in case he should 
desire to have the evidence of Lieutenant '^I'hompson of the 
Narcissus, or any person belonging to either of those Frigates, 
that they may be summoned to-night, and left behind accord- 
ingly, I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE CAPTAIN OR COMMANDER OF ANY OF IIIS lMAJESTY’s 
SHIPS OR VESSELS WHO MAY ARRIVE AT THE MADALENA 
ISLANDS IN SEARCH OF THE SQUADRON. 

[Letter Rook.] 

Violory, Madalcna Islands, Sardinia, “JOtli January, iHiU. 

Sir, 

I am to desire you will proceed immediately with the Ship 
or Vessel finder your command to a station from twelve to 
fifteen leagues West of Rendezvous No. 70, and cruize then* 
for the space of seven days, for the purpose of joining the 
Squadron ; but should you not fall in with it, or gain any 
intelligence thereof, I am to desire, at the ex])iration of the 
above time, that you will proceed to Rendezvous No. GO, where 
you will find me, or orders for your further proceedings. This 
letter to be sealed up and left with the Governor under the 
same address. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN J’HOMAS STAINES, H..^I. SLOOP CAMLLKON. 


[Ordrr Rook.] 

Viriory, al llio .Mfulaloua l.-.lainls, Srinlinia, SI si .lanuavy, 

You arc hereby required and directed to proceed im- 
mediately with his Majesty’s Sloop underr yoiir command, and 
cnil/e off the North end of Asinara, for the })urpo.se of 
acquainting any of his Majesty’s Ships or Vessels that the 
Scpiadron is gone to a .station twelve or fifteen leagues West 
of Rendezvous Nr. 70. You will also recommend them to 
cruize for the space of seven days on the said station, and in 
tile event of not gaining any intelligence of me to proceed to 
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Rendezvous No 60, where they will find the Squadron, or 
orders for their further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Should any Transport arrive off Asinara, I think she could 
be securely moored in the snug Cove, in the S.E. part of the 
Island, and would be safe under the protection of your cruizing, 
until I shall come, or send for her. 


TO CAPTAIN ROPEIIT PETFET. H.M. SHIP TERMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, Madalcna Tbltuids, Sftrdinia, .‘31st January, ISOl. 

Secret. 

Whereas I judge it necessary that his Majesty’s Sloop Ter- 
magant, under your command, should remain at this anchorage, 
for the protection of such Transports, or Victuallers, as may 
arrive for the Fleet, You are hereby retjuired and directed to 
remain with the said Sloop, in the N.W. part of the Bay, at 
single anchor, and take the Transport which the Amazon may 
accompany to this place, or any other that may arrive from 
iNfalta or Gibraltar, taking cfire to moor them close to the 
Termagant, and remain here till you receive my further 
orders. And jus it is probable the French may send IVoops 
from C’orsica to take ]>ossession of these Islands, you are to 
cause a look-out to be kept by day on the height immediately 
to the N.W. of your anchorage, for the purpose of discovering 
the approacli of the Enemy, should tlicy make an attempt ; 
and you will order an Officer to row guard constantly during 
the night, round the I'ransports or Victuallers under your 
charge, that on the least a}>pearance of danger, or capture by 
a superior force, you may take the necessary measures for 
their safety, and proceed to sea with them. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.8. — Keep a strict Avatch during the night, and have your 
guns loaded with grape.* 

* I <> this Onlt'v, the followini; luUlitioii wiwwaJe by liind N^‘lsou^< Secrotary 

l.ovd Nolson dosiro.s you will gi\o it out id Atudalouu, ibut you not only wait 
bero for tlu! piofootioii of the 'l'nius|iort . but al!>;i> to ai'niniint the (libraltur. cx- 
l>eotc(l from Nuplcs, and other' of his MujeslCs Ships from Malta and liibrahar, 
'vhere his L'mlvliip U gouu wah the S<niittIrou, — John Scott." 
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TO SIR EVA'S NEPKAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Copy, ill llie AiliJiirnlty. Wotliiesilay, 1st Poliniftiy. “a.m. At 7, weiylietl niul 
jiijide sail; in company.” — Vivtory's Loy.'\ 

Sir, Victory, nt Sen, 1st February, 1801. 

I herewith transmit the sentence of a (vOiirt- Martial on 
Lieutenant Richard Wales, ^ of his Majesty’s ship Renown, 
and request you will be pleased to lay it before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty for their information ; and, 
at the same time, acquaint their Lordships that in consequence 
of my having received information that the Enemy had 
embarked troops at Villc Franche, which were to proceed 
immediately to St. Fiorenzo, in Corsica, for the purpose of 
taking possession of the Island of Sardinia, I ordered the 
Narcissus and Juno, who arrived in the afternoon of the 29th 
idt. (in a heavy gale of wind) to complete their water, &c., 
Avith the utmost dispatch, which, from its blowing so excessively 
hard was found impracticable, till early on the IU)th, when the 
Juno (who was in want of every description of provisions) 
completed from the Line of Rattle Ships. Conceiving, there- 
fore, that the Court-Martial, which was ordered for the .‘lOtli, 
on the said Lieutenant, would be over in the course of that 
day (and before the Juno Avas ready for sea) 1 suflercd it to 
assemble, under the most perfect conviction that it would so 
terminate ; and the instant the signal Avas hauled tlowii on hoard 
the Canopus, Captain Donnelly came on board the Victory, 
and received his orders to proceed Avith the hcforc-incntioncd 
Frigates off Cape Revcllata, for the purpose of preventing the 
Enemy from landing in (Corsica, and of ca}>turing or destroying 
them on their corning on that Coast. Impressed Avith the iiii- 
porLanco of this service and the ncce.ssity of ])reveiiting the 
Enemy from landing their Troops in (Jorsica, I felt jusidied, 
although the Trial was not over, in ordering the Frigates to 
proceed immediate; ly, Avithout risking the delay of a moment, 
or sulrjecting their Captains to detention by the (‘oiirt; ant!, 
therefore, wrote a letter to the President (a copy of which ac- 
com])ani(‘s this) communicating the necessary absence of tho^e 
Frigates, Avhieli 1 trust Avill meet tlicir Lordships’ approbation. 

I am, Sic,, Nelson and Rronte. 

' J :>■ wii', j'or Jinvint; bt.havjrd liiinsrlf with contempt uiul (li«obc»liont*o to In-' 
fai-tain. » ViUo p. .‘JO/, ante. 
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TO CAPTAIN PARKER, II.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Order Book.J 

Vietorv, at Sea, Hli February, 1804. 

Having been prevented by the late blowing weather from 
reconnoitring the Enemy at Toulon, You are hereby required 
and directed to proceed, without a moment’s loss of time, in 
his Majesty’s Ship Amazon,'^ under your command, oif the 
entrance of Toulon Harbour, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the Enemy’s Ships arc still in Port, and return and 
join the Squadron at the Madalcna Islands with, the utmost 
possible expedition, with an account thereof, where you 
will find me, or orders for your further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO (’AITAIN WILLIAM PARKER, H.M. Sim‘ AMAZON. 

[Lfttfr-Rook.] 

Victory, at Sen. 8ih Fi‘bniiuy, 1 h(U 

Sir, 

When the signal No. 122^ i.s made for the Amazon to pari 
company, I am to desire you will proceed with tlie utmost 
dispatch off the North end of Asinara, whore you will find 
his Majesty’s Sloop Camclcon, and on joining her, deliver 
(hq)lain Staines the letter you will herewitli receive, bearing 
his tiddress. In the event of not falling in with the said Sltxtp 
immediately on her Rendezvous, as above, you are to proceed 
with all dispateli, and put in execution iny order to you of 
yestertlay’s date, which also accoin]>anie.s this. I would recom- 
mend you, in standing over to Toulon, not to keep more to 
the Northward than N.W. b N., as the wind at this season 
hangs very mucli to the North-West, which ])revcnted the 
S(piadron from reconnoitring the Enemy in that harbour, in 
our late attenqit. You will accpiaint any of his Majesty s 
Dilips or Vessels whicli you may fall in with, that I am gone 
with the Sfjuadron to the Madalena Islands, where they will 
find mo, or orders for their proceedings. 1 am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I bo Amazon ami Doiiofrul ilio in tlio affcnnuni ol ib<* »ili <*t 

February. 

‘ Formissiou i« given lo part coni])au>." 
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TO CAPTAIN TIlOiNlAS STAINES, If. ]M. SLOOP CAINIELEON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

VietoiT, at Sea, Stli Febniavv, ISOI. 

Sir, 

I am to desire you will join tlic Squadron immediately in 
his Majesty’s Sloop Camcleon under your command, at the 
Madalena Islands, where you will find me, or orders for your 
further proceedings. You will bring with you any Victualler 
which may he under your charge to the said anchorage with 
the utmost dispatch, and acquaint any of his Majesty’s Ships 
or Vessels which you may fall in with, that I am gone to the 
Madalena Islands. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte, 
PTUVATE JOl’RXAL. 

[From riavke ond !M*Aitliur. vol. ii. p. aOH. “ WVdnef-dfly, Felinmvy. a.m. 
At piisi 1 1 , '^liorteiied sail, ami camt' (o with the br.-t bower,” in the MaJaleiia 
Mau.L. ! 

Stli February, InuI. 

The Fleet ran in [the iMadalena Islands] under reefed fore- 
sails, through the Eastern passage, which looked tremendous 
from the number of rocks, and the heavy sea breaking over 
them ; but it is ])crl’eclly safe when once known. Cajitain 

ves’ mark of the Pedestal Koek can never be mistaken. 


TO CAPTAIN CHARLK:^ WILLIAM ADAIR, OF THE HO^AL \1 A- 
HLVLS, IL M. SIIII^ MfTOKV, IIEREIJA' APPOINTED IXSPECTIXt; 
OFFICER OF IfECRLlTS I'O RE RAISED FOR THE ARO\ E SEH- 
\TCE, 

[Ordiu’-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, Olh February,* lst)4. 

Whereas I have this day received a letter from Sir Evan 
Xepean, Bart** dated tlie 29th November last, aetpiainting me 

* Sh;., bill tt-i i( oec”rs in tin? Order Hook amoiij^ Orders dated early in jUairli, 
and as it is dutej Ne«,” whereas on the Uth of February IHUI, the Vietorw 
lit Amlior iji tlie Mndaletiu Islands, the Utli of March is ju'obably the correct ibile 
ef tbi-j Older. 
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that notwithstanding all the exertions of the Recruiting-particSj 
it has been found impossible to complete the Royal Marines 
to the number voted by Parliament, and signifying to me their 
liOrdships’ direction to authorize the enlisting of any men, 
natives of any Country excepting France, who may be dis- 
posed to enter, and may be found in all respects fit for his 
Majesty’s Marine Service, causing them to be paid the usual 
bounty on their being attested, and letting them know that 
they will be discharged at the end of tlie War, and be sent 
back to the Mediterranean, if they should desire it — acquaint- 
ing me also, that the sum of five guineas is to be ]iai(l to each 
recruit upon his being a])provcd of and attested as before- 
mentioned, and to cause bills to be drawn upon the Honourable 
George Villicrs, Paymaster of the Royal Marines, for tlie 
amount. 

And, whereas, I judge it necessary for the more effectually 
carrying their Lordships’ instructions into immediate execution, 
and to prevent imposition of every description, that some person 
should have the charge of inspecting the Recruits which may 
be raised, previous to their being paid the bounty, as well 
as to be answerable to Government for the money drawn 
for that purpose ; You are, therefore, hereby appointed, 
Inspecting Olliccr of Recruits to be raised for the Royal 
Marine Service, under the before-mentioned instructions — 
wlio, I shall order to be sent on board Ilis Majesty’s Ship 
Victory for that purpose, and if they are found in cverv respect 
fit for the said service, you arc to pay each Recruit the sum 
of five guineas upon his being attested, and to enable you to 
do so, you are to draw bills (which arc to be approved of by 
me) upon the ITonourable George Abllicrs, Paymaster of the 
Royal Marines, for such sums of money as you may from linu^ 
to time find necessary, taking care to accpiaint him thereof 
and transmit regular vouchers and documents for the disburse- 
ment to the said Paymaster, and also, to me for my infiirma- 
tion. You are to pay the most strict regard to this service, 
and take every means in 3mur power (in addition to the Public 
Order which I shall give the respective Gaptains of the Ilct't, 
nij^der my command) for raising recruits for the Royal Marine 
Service. 

Nelson ^vnd Ruonte. 

D D 2 



404 


LETTERS. 


[1804. 


TO SIR RICHARD RICKERTON, HART., REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE 
WHITE, AND SECOND OFFICER IN THE COMMAND OF IIIS 
majesty’s SHU'S AND VESSELS ON THE MEDITERRANEAN 
STATION. 


[Order-Rook. Niimoroufl Orders to the same efleet as the following, which is in- 
serted to show the form of assemhliug Courts -Martial, occur in the Order-Book. 
All the Orders printed in this work commence and end in similar words to those 
here given.] 

By the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Nelson, 
K.B., &c. &c. See. 

Whereas you have, with your letter of the 13th ultimo, 
transmitted me one which you had received from Spelmaii 
Swaiiie, Esq., Commander of his Majesty’s late Sloo]) Raven, 
dated the 8t[i day of January last, giving an account of tlie 
loss of Ills Miijesty’s said late Sloop, having run on shore near 
Mazzara, in Sicily, at about eleven o’clock on the night of the 
oth of (hat month, and was totally wrecked ; and whereas I 
think fit that the said (hiptain Spehuau Swaine, the Oflieers, 
and (Company of his Majesty’s late Sloop Raven, shall he 
tried by a Court-Martial, for the loss of the same, I send you 
lierewith your before-mentioned letter, together with the one 
from (hiptain Swaine, therein alluded to, dated the 8th uhiino; 
and do hereby rcfjuirc and <lirect you to assemble a (h>nrt- 
Mi irtial as soon, as conveniently may be, which Court (you 
being President thereof) is liereliy retpiired and directed to 
try the said Captain vSpehnan Swaine, the Oflieers, and Ship’s 
(h)rnpany, for the lo.ss of his Majesty’s late Sloop Raven, on 
the niglit of the oth of January 1804, as mentioned in his letter 
of the 8th of that month ; and also to in([uire into and try 
the said Captain Swaine, the Officers, and Sloop’s Coin])any 
for tlieir conduct after tlie loss of his ^Majesty’s said late Slooj) 
Raven accordingly. 

Given under my hand, on board his Majesty’s Ship Vic- 
tory, at the Madalena Islands, Sanlinia, the fllh ot 
February 1804. Nelson and Buonte. 

By Command of the Vice-Admiral. John Scott. 
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TO PATRICK WILKIE, ESQ., ACEK'r VICTUALLER, MALTA. 

[ Letter-Book. J 

Victory, Mudalciia Islamls, Fi'lnuavy lOtli, IbU-I. 

Sir, 

I have received from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, 
the offers made you for supplying wine and fresh beef, which, 
he acquaints me, you have accepted, provided the proposals 
meet my approbation. In answer to wliich, and to your letter 
of the 13th ultimo, on that subject, 1 approve of the offers 
therein mentioned, under a conviction that the Contract 
entered into is iqion the lowest and most reasonable terms for 
Government, and that you have maturely weighed the pro- 
priety thereof, previous to your accepting the conditions. I, 
however, desire you will communicate the said Contract to the 
(Commissioners of the Victualling, that you may act under the 
sanction of their authority on the occasion. I am, ike,. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY THOMAS JACKSON, ESQ., MIMSTEH PLEM- 
POTEM'IARV AT THE COURT OF SARDINIA. 

From si C'oi>y, in tlj«' F.llioi I’iipors.j 

My' dear Sir, Virtow, rc-.runiy lUih, IsOU Msulalcnu. 

I was honoured on the 8lh, on my arrival here, with your 
letter of January Gth. The storm is brewing, and there can 
be little doubt but that Sardinia is one of the first objects ot 
its violence. Apropos — We have a report that the visit ot 
Lucien Buonajiartc is to cfl'cct an amicable exchange of 
Sardinia for Banna and Biacenza. This must not take place, 
or Sicily, Malta, Egypt, &e. &e., is lost, sooner or later. 
What I can do to w'ard off the blow shall be done, as I have 
already assured llis Royal Highness the V iceroy. Irom Mar- 
seilles and Nice there arc not less than 30,000 men ready for 
embarkation. Should Russia go to war with I ranee, from that 
moment I consider the mask as being thrown olf, with respect 
to any Neutrality of his Soi’dinian Majesty: therefore, it that 
should be the case, w'ould the Iving consent to two or three 
hundred British Trooj^s takiiur post upon the Madalena It 
would be a inuinentarv cheek against an invasion from Corsica; 
imd enable us to assist the Northern part ot Sardinia. \ou 
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will touch upon this inatlei' in the way you think most prudent, 
or entirely omit it. But there is only this choice — to lose the 
whole of Sardinia, or to allow a small body of friendly Troops 
to hold a post at the Northern end of the Island. VVe may 
prevent : we cannot retake. Sardinia is the most important 
t)ost in the Mediterranean : it covers Naples, Sicil}’’, Malta, 
Egypt, and all the Turkish Dominions ; it blockades Toulon ; 
the wind which would carry a French Fleet to the Westward 
is fair from Sardinia ; and Madalena is the most important 
station in this most important Island. I am told that the 
revenues, after paying the expenses of the Island, do not give 
the King £5000 sterling, a year. If it is so, I would give 
him £500,000 to cede it, which w’ould give him £25,000 a 
year for ever. This is only my conversation, and not to be 
noticed — but the King cannot long hold Sardinia. 

With respect to the King’s desire for me to have a Vessel 
ready to receive liim from some part of the Roman (k)ast, 1 
can only say, that if I knew^ the exact tune and ijUur of such 
embarkation, a Vessel should certainly be there to the day 
and the hour. As the mention stands, it is too indeterminate 
to answer, exccj)t that nothing shall be w'anting on my j)art to 
meet the w islies of his Sardinian Majesty, as far as is ])osslble. 

With res})cct to the history about the French Privateers 
from Ancona, and the conduct of the English Privateers at 
Fniinesino, I believe you are correct, but our Enemies never 
adlicTc to it. They go in and out of the Spanish and vSicilian 
Ports, at all times, night and day — in short, to examine all 
Vessels passing. But all Privateers are very incorrect, and J 
sincerely wish llicre w as no such Vessels allow'ed. They arc only 
one degree removed from l^irates : but, I believe, an English 
Armed- Vessel never yet trusted liis cause to any Court hut an 
Englisli (murt of Admiraltv. Ilowxwcr, I liavc no power 
over them. But, certainly, if llie custom of the I’ort of 
Iiiimcsino has invariahly been not to allow any Corsair to 
sail out ()f the Port until the twciity-h)ur hours alter the 
sailing of a Neutral, tlicn our Privateer ought to have been 
forced to conform, liut, I dare say, the French go in and out 
of Ancona as they plcfise ; and if so, the Court of Rome has 
no great causi* of complaint. I can only again repeat, that 
< ver Privateers I iiavc no control. I am ever, my dear Snj 
yours most faithfully, Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO MR. RlCilARD FORD, AGENT FOR VrCTUAIJJNG HIS 
iMAJESTY’S fleet on the MEDITEJIRANEAN STATION. , 

[Order-Book.] 

Vk-lorv, Maduleiia Islands, lOili February, Isot. 

The Commissioners for Victualling his Majesty’s Navy 
having, in consccjueiicc of instructions from the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, directed their Agent atCihrallar 
to supply me with such sums of money as might be necessary 
for the purchase of ])rovisions for the Ships under my com- 
mand, till such time as an Agent .should be attached to 
the Fleet, and Mr. Cutforth*' having forwarded to me some 
time ago, six thousand hard, or Spanish dollars, for the pur- 
pose above mentioned, the greater part of which is expended. 
You arc ihercforc herel)}^ re([uircd and directed, in order that 
the whole receipt and disbursement of the Public money may 
appear upon the face of one account, to charge yourself witli the 
said six thousand dollars, and to grant me a general receipt for 
tlic number supplied the Captains of his Majesty’s vShips named 
in the margin, agreeable to their receipts, from No. 1 to 9, being 
four thousand nine hundred and fifty dollar.^, and also, for the 
residue of the said sum, being one thousand and fdty dollars. 
And you are also hereby directed to charge yourself with all 
future sums of money, which may be sent from Mr. Cntforth 
for the use of the Fleet under my command, and grant liim 
the necessary receipts for the sanu', taking care to have con- 
stantly a siitlieient number of dollars in your po.ssession to 
answer the ])nrpo.se of your .situation, tliat Covernment by the 
use of ready money, may receive the boncilt resulting there- 
from, and that the Fleet may at all times, when fresh beef, 
K'c., can be procured, be well and duly sin^plied, for which 
jiorpose, you arc hereby directed to ])iircliase such live bul- 
locks, i^c., as can be ju'oeured for the use of the Meet on the 
prc.seut occa.sion, and also, such a number of sheep for the ii.se 
ot the .sick and convaic.scent b’camon and Marines, on board 
the different Ship.'^, as the Captain of the l icet may judge 
proper, which, as the price little more than that ot fresh 
heefi and the quality so inforior to Fiiglish mutton, you arc 

Agent VirlimJlcr lU (Jibniltai. 
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to issue to the respective Pursers, pound for pound, the same 
as beef ; and as Frigates are frequently detached from the 
Squadron to the different places in these seas, where fresh 
provisions can be had upon much more reasonable terms for 
ready money, than by bills of exchange, it is also my di- 
rections that you supply their Captains with such a number of 
dollars as I may think proper to order, taking proper receipts 
for the same. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO rHK FHIXni’AL OKFiCKUS AM) COM.MlS.StON KHS OF HIS 
i\rAJESTV’S NA\ V, LONDON. 

fLoti-r Uook.J 

Vii'tory, Miuliilciia IslainD, lOlh Fcbrimrv, Isot. 

Gentlemen, 

I have this day received your letter of the 9th Sei)t ember 
last, coininunicating to me the directions you had given the 
Naval Storekeeper at Malta, respecting the Cordage lately 
made at tliat ])lace, and his means for making it, and Nvhether 
any articles are wanted for the purpose of making cables and 
cordage, and likewise to let you know what su])])lics of other 
Naval Stores ca!i be procured in that neighbourhood, and to 
what extent, &:c. In answer thereto, I have some time ago 
directed the Naval Officer at Malta, to use every means in his 
power for making (’ordage, ikv,, with the hemj) lately j)nr- 
chased up the Adriatic; but, I very much suspect, from Mr. 
Taylor’s account of the transaction, that our purchases and 
supplies from that quarter will be very limited. I have, how- 
ever, transmitted him an account of the ])rices of Cordage and 
other Naval Stores to be procured at Smyrna, in the event ol 
our being obliged to have recourse to that quarter lor any 
future supply. I am, ikv., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO MR. JOHN GRAY, SURGEON OF lIlS MAJESTY’S NAVAL 
HOSPITAL, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.]] 

Victory, Madalciui Islands, lOtli Fehrnai*)', l.SOJ. 

Sir, 

I have received from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton 
your letter of the 21st January last, with the one from Mr. 
Higgins, Contractor for Victualling the Naval Hospital therein 
mentioned, on the subject of supplying milk to the Patients in 
their tea, morning and evening ; and as it appears that article 
has not been ])rovidcd for in the Contract entered into by the 
said Mr. Higgins, I am to desire you will request him to 
supply the necessary quantity of milk for the purpose above- 
mentioned, and so soon as Doctor Snipe, Physician to the 
Fleet, has returned from Gibraltar, I shall direct him to take 
the same into consideration, and make such allowance for it 
as shall by him and the said Contractor be deemed equal to 
the additional expense incurred by such supply. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ro HIS EXGKLLEXCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ., NAPJ.ES. 


[ AutM^najd), in the Llliol '] 


Viclorv, I’chruary JiMh, ISOI. 

i\ly dear Sir, 

I have had no ojiportunity of sending my letter of the 
■‘lOih ultimo. We have been off Toulon, in most terrible 
weather, and arc drove in here. My accounts from Gibraltar 
lead me to suppose that the Ferrol Stpiadrou is destined for 
the Mediterranean. The L’Aiglc 74 at Cadiz is ready to join 
them. But I hope to intercept them ; and if they join, which 
is very possible — for I dare not go so far from Toulon to take 
a proper station for intercepting them — we must look them in 
the fiicc. 


I received on my arrival here, on the 8th, your Excellency s 
letter ot January 18th, which is very interesting. I only hope 
that the hrcnch Army in Naples wdll not act until the arrival 
ot the Russians ; but the Northern Powers arc slow, and I 
>vould rather sec a Russian .\rmy than a Russian Ilect in Italy. 
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Your story of Liicien Buonaparte is curious. Reports say, 
that he is come into Italy to negotiate with the King of 
Sardinia for an exchange of Sardinia for Parma and Piacenza. 
If the French get Sardinia it requires not the gift of prophecy to 
say, that sooner or later Sicily will belong likewise to France : 
therefore, no countenance must be given to such an exchange. 
I hope the Galleys wdll be stationed here — it may be useful ; 
but when you talk of the Militia acting in Sardinia, and a body 
of Infantry, I recollect there arc no Troops in the Island worth 
mentioning, and no monef/ to put any Militia, if they were 
inclined to move, in activity. Entre nous, it is not the interest 
of the Sardinians to remain as they are. The Peasantry are 
oppressed wdth small taxes, and the Nobles arc detested. I 
shall answxr Mr. Jackson’s letter, and send it open for your 
perusal; and I shall only repeat that I am ever, my dear Sir, 
your most obliged friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO NATIIAMtL TAYLOR, ESQ., NAVAL S’lOULKICLPLR, MAJ/I A. 

[Lntn-nook.] 

Victory, Miul.ilcjm IslniuL, lUtli Fclirmiry. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd nil., together will] 
the several papers and documents iroiii Mr. Lean I, forwarded 
by the Kent, as therein mentioned, which T shall give diu' 
consideration to; bnt I am hopeful, as the sumnu'r season is 
approaching, that sujqdies from the Adriatic will not 1 h’ 
wanted: at least, for this considerable time, and trust llie 
Hungarian vSchooricr with (lie cordage and tar for the stores 
under your charge, will soon arrive. I herewith transmit you 
an account of the prices of cordage and other Naval stores at 
Smyrna, and desire yoti will compare it with the prices paid 
for the like articles in the Adriatic, and send me yoiirrcmarL 
thercnjjon. I am, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN UYVKS, 11. M. SHIP GTBRAJ/rAR. 

[Autograph, in the possession of his son, Captain George Frederic Pyves, C,B.] 

Victory, Madalena, February lOUi, 1^01. 

My dear Sir, 

It is with the sinccrcst sorrow that I am to be the bearer of 
such nows® as will distress you very much, but, for the sake of 
your dear children, you must bear up against the heavy mis- 
fortune. To attempt consolation at such a time is, I know, 
out of the question : therefore, I can only assure you of my 
sincere condolence, and that I am, your most faithful friend. 

Nelson and IIronte. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON. 

[From n Copy in (he Elliot Papers!:.] 
dear Sir «Tobn, Niclory, Nladalonn, I'cbruriry 10th, lSO-1. 

Since my letter of January ;10th (which has never left the 
Ship) I have been off Toulon, but it blcw^ such a violent 
storm of wind and snow, that I was obliged to bear np, and 
])}issing round Cape Corse, was glad to get here again, and 
shall sail the 13th at furthest. 

I am now rather led to believe that the hcrrol Stjuadron ot 
French Ships will push for the jMedilcrrancan. The hrcnch 
Ship at Cadiz ' is ready to join them. I sliall try to intercept 
them, but I cannot go so far to the Westward as ivS necessary ; 
for I will not lose sight of the 'roulon hlect. \Miat a most 
zealous man can do to meet all points of difliculty, shall be 
done. My Squadron is the finest for its numbers in tlic 
world, and nnich may be expected from it ; and sliould 
superior numbers join, we must look it in the face. Nil 
desperandum ! God is good, and our cause is just. Tlic 
assemblage of Troops at Nice is going on; and, although 
Sardinia, Naples, and Sicily, may be some ot the objects, yet 
I have no doubt but Egypt is the favourite and ultimate 
object of the Corsican tyrant. I beg you will assure their 

“ I'lie dcjiUiof Admiral Ryven s first v ifc, Catlirri no KHzabotli. yonngcsl danghie,. 

tho Hon. Jiujjos Everard Ariiailoll, liunl son of lleniy, .sixth Lord ArumloU ot 
Wnnlour. Sho died on (lie »7th of Dc^'oin’irr Isa b 

^ I<’Aigln. 
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Majesties that Nelson is Nelson still, and most zealously 
attached to their ser\dce; and I am, my dear Sir John, your 
Excellency’s most faithful friend. 

Nelson and Buonte. 

P.S. — I send two letters from Durnourier. Your Excellency 
will judge from his character whether he could at an^ period 
be useful to Naples: I have a very high opinion of his 
ahilitits, I had, to December 29th, letters from Lady Hamilton, 
who desires me to j)resent her best compliments to your 
Excellency, and to Lady Acton. N. and B. 


TO WlLLlA.Ar LAWSOX, ESQ., MASTEU-AITEXDAXT, MAi.TA. 

[Krom a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Vietory, Matlaleiia Ishimls, l(ifh Fehruary, l^oj. 

Sir, 

Rear-Admiral Sir Ricliard Bickorton liavin<f transmitlcd to 
me your letter to him of the 1 Ith ultimo, ae(|iiainting him that 
the live and six-inch rope, sent out in the Ellice Transport, 
for the Fleet under my command, was not manufactured at 
Malta, but at Trieste, and sent from the last-mentioned place 
in June last, by Mr. Lcard, to the stores under your charge. 
I am very glad to find that the rope abovc-incntioned was 
not inanufactiired at Malta, and also, miieli ]>leased with the 
improvement you are making in the manufacture of cordage 
at that Yard, as stated in JSir Richard Bickorlon’s letter on 
the subject, I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO REAK-AUMIUAt. SIK KICIIAIID JilCKEKTOX, Jh\iri’. 


Sir, 

His Majesty’s Ship Juno being ordered upon very lui* 
portant service, and must not on any account be detained 
from carrying the object of my instructions into execution, 
a!!!, therefore, to desire, if the accidental circumstauce oi hci 
being for the moment forced to her present anchorage, intci 


; I ruiii a C«-py iu tin.* Nvlsou PapC’is.] 

Victury, Islaialfi, lOth I'Vbruury, JMll. 
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feres with the Court-Martial ordered upon the four Seamen 
belonging to the Victory, that it is put off till she has pro- 
ceeded to sea, as Captain Richardson cannot divert from the 
immediate prosecution of my orders. I have the honour to 
be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR ALF.XANDER JOHN BALL, BART., MALTA. 

[Autograjili, in tlm possession of Sir William Ktitli Ball, Burt.] 

Victory, February 11th, IbOL 

Private. 

My dear Ball, 

Many, many thanks for your kind letters, oranges, &c., &:c., 
as IJallowelb" has been with you he will tell you all the English 
news, therefore, I have little to say, except that now all my 
force, cxce))t Gibraltar, is united, and for our numbers none 
better can be. If the Ferrol Scpiadron joins the Toulon, they 
will much outnumlx'r us ; but in that case I shall never lose 
sight of them, and Sir Edward Pellew’' will soon be after them. 
The loss of the Raven is very great, and the Admiralty seem 
determined not to increase my force. I, at this moment, 
want ten Frigates or JSloops, when I believe neither the Ferrol 
or Toulon Squadron could escape me; the Diana is ordered 
borne from Gibraltar — it is shameful: Lord St. ^^incent was 
not treated so. The moment 1 can possibly part with a 
Vessel, you shall have another in the room of the Raven. We 
are, my dear friend, on the cve of great events; the sooner 
they come tlie better; 12,000 men are ready for embarkation 
at Toidon, and 16,000 at Nice, and as they have not Trans- 
ports, they must naturally expect more ^Ships of liar; the 
Admiralty tells me nothing, they know nothing; l)u( my private 
letters say, that the Brest S<piadron, as well as Ferrol, is hound 
hero — if so, we shall have work enough upon our hands. But, 1 
am sure of my present force as far as it will go ; we shall conic 

’ Cuptain, afterwards Adinival Sir Bouj imin tlallowell Cuvew, G.C.iL (^vide vol. 
ii. p. !)0) wlio joined tbo Mcdit'MTam'aii l-li'et in tin* Arj^o, but soon after rftunied 

tuigbiiid. Vide p. 410, post. 

® Captain Sir Edward (afterwards Admiral Viscount Exmontb, G.C.B.) 

tbeii commanded the Tonnn?'t, with » small Squadron under bis orders. 
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to no harm. I send a packet for Mr. Drummond ; when op- 
portunity oiFers, pray send it to Patras, Corfu, or Smyrna, and 
ever believe me, dear Ball, yours most truly and faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

We arc all well. 


TO THE GRAND VIZIU. 

; rrt>ni Cliirko ami M*Avilnii*, vol. ii. p. 

1 Ith Feljniiirv, Imii. 

If the French unite their Fleets outside of the Me(Iiti>r- 
rancan with that at Toulon, it is not the Sul)Iiine Porte’s heimv 
at peace with Buonaparte, that will prevent an invasion of boili 
the 3forea and Egypt ; your Highness knows tlieni too well 
to put any contidence in what they say. Buonaparte’s tongia* 
is that of a ser[)cnt oiled. Nothing shall he wanting on mv 
part to frustrate the designs of this eurninon disturber of the 
human race. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IDS IHGllNKSS THE CAIMTAN PASHA. 

[ITum Clarke and .M‘Arihur, vul. ii. p. UOS.j 

Hill February, 

My letters inform me that you arc appointed, by the Grand 
Scignor, Capitan Pasha, in the room of his late lligluiess, on 
which higli honour allow an old friend most sincerely l(j con- 
gratulate you; and to wisli that you may long liv(‘ Uxuijoy it. 
and increase the splendour of the Ottoman Anns. Your 1 i igh- 
ne.ss will soon have to light the French ; for the perfidious 
Buonaparte will eciTainly, if lie can, attack some part of lla‘ 
Ottoman Emj)ire. You have my sincere prayers for a coin* 
plete victory over them. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF HERTFORD. 

[From Clarke oud M'Anhuv, vol. ii. p. 

[About the I lih of February, 1801.] 

I was honoured with your Lordship’s letter by ^Ir. Sey- 
mour/^ the son of iiiy oldest friend ; who \vould at this moment, 
if it had pleased God to save his life, have most essentially 
served his Kin^ and Gountry. F am very much plca.scd with 
Seymour, and have given him the lirst Commission which has 
fallen since his arrival. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. THOMAS FOTIIEIUNOIIAM. MASTER OF HIS :MAJESTY’s 
HIKED TKANSFOR'J' EITZA. 

• < hilfV-Kuul;. j 

Victory, nt ili** Ma.l;ib-n;i UlamN, T.2tb Febniarv, iMil, 

Having directed the (’oinmandcr of his Majesty’s Sloop 
Termagant to (‘seoiT you to the South end of Sardinia, or 
further, if he shall, from eireiimstanecs, deem it neecssary, 
You arc hereby retpiired and directed to proceed to sea with 
tlie Transport iiiuh'r your charge, in (*ompany with the said 
Slooj), and make all jiossihle dispatch to Valclta Harbour, 
taking care, after parting with the Termagant, to keep com- 
pany with the Sea-Nymph, and on no account to separate ; 
but use your utmost endeavours, if attacked by a Privateer, to 
defeud your Vessels against the Enemy. You are to vccoive 
(hijUain Swaine, the Ollicers, iVc., .of his Majesty’s hue Sloop 
Baven, together with the eleven recruits named in the 
margin, on board the Eliza, for a passage to Malta; vic- 
tualling the former at whole aliowance of all specie.s of Pro- 
visions, and the Recruits at Iwo-llurds only, during their 
continuance on board. You will obtain a ccrtilicate from the 

” Mr., tiow IbMir-Aduin'ul Sir Srviu«)rir, C.IV, (. (>ni- 

maiiiltM' iii-l'liicf in Hie I’uviiic, on i»i Adinintl Siyiuuur, tiuil 

iii'pbf'w of Fraiifix, socoiul .Manpiis of * iiTlfurd, lo \\lioin this Irttor >vhs nililivs>cil. 
l.oi’tl Nelson proinoleU ]yir. bvymour to a Lieulonaiii'v. in tbo on the IHb 

of February iStVt. 
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to no harm. I send a packet for Mr. Drummond ; when op- 
portunity offers, pray send it to Patras, Corfu, or Smyrna, and 
ever believe me, dear Ball, yours most truly and faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

We are all well. 


TO THE GRAND VIZIR. 

[From Cliirke ami M‘Anliur, vol. ii. j>. 

lltli Febmaiy, 

If the French unite their Fleets outside of the Mediter- 
ranean with that at Toulon, it is not the Sublime Porte s boino’ 
at peace with Buonaparte, that will prevent an invasion of botli 
the Morea and Egypt ; your Highness knows them loo well 
to put any confidence in what they say. Buonaparle’s longiu* 
is that of a serpent oiled. Nothing shall be wanting on my 
part to frustrate the designs of this common disturber of the 
luinian race. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO im HIGHNESS THE CAPITAN IWSIIA. 

[From Clurko miJ M*Arlhur, vul. ii. i). Ijos.j 

1 Itli Febniarv. 

My letters inform me that you arc a])poinled, by the (.Jraiui 
Scignor, Capitan Pa.sha, in the room of his late Highness, (Ui 
which high honour allow an old friend most sincerely to con- 
gratulate you ; and to wish that you may long live to enjoy it, 
and increase the splendour of the Ottoman Arms. Your High- 
ness will soon hav'c to fight the French ; for the perfidious 
Buonaparte will certainly, if he can, attack some part of tin* 
Ottoman Empire. You have my sincere prayers for a com- 
plete victory over them. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF HERTFORD. 

[From Clarke and ]M‘Artliur, \ol. ii. p. J35:k] 

{[About the 1 lib of February, 1804.] 

I wa.? honoured witli your Lordship’s letter by Mr. Sey- 
mour,^ the son of iny oldest friend ; who would at this moment, 
if it had pleased God to save his life, have most essentially 
served his Kinj^ and Country. I am very much pleased with 
Seymour, and have given him the first Commission which has 
fallen since his arrival. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Biion te. 


TO MR. THOMAS FOTIIEHINOIIAM. MA.STER OF IITS MAJESTY’S 
IIJllEl) THANSPORT ELIZA. 

• oivb r Rook.] 

Victory, j\t tl'.f IMmitL, Tllb Fcbvufivy, 

Having directed the (’ommandcr of his Majesty’s Sloop 
Teiinaiiant to <‘seort you to the South end of Sardinia, or 
furtla'r, if he shall, Irom cireumstanees, deem it necessary, 
Von are hereby re([uired and directed to proceed to sea with 
the Transimvt under your charge, iu eompuny with the said 
Sloop, and make all possible dispatch to \alelta llurhour, 
taking care, after parting with the Termagant, to keep com- 
pany with the Sea-Nymph, and on no account to separate ; 
l)iit use your utmost endeavours, it atlackial l>y a Frivatoer, to 
defend your Ve.ssels against the Knemy. You are to receive 
(ki}>taiu Swaine, the Otheers, ^^c., .ot his Majesty s late Sloop 
Haven, together with the eleven rc'cruit.s named in the 
margin, on board the Kliza, for a passage to Malta; vic- 
tualling the former at whole allowance of all species ot Fro- 
visiuns, and the Recruits at t\vo-lhirds onl}> during their 
continuance on board. You will obtain a eciTiiicatc from the 

" Mr,, now Itrur-Adiiiinil Sir Ciror}’*' IT-snu’i'^ St'viunur. (J.C.ll. ftu4 L.R.. C ('in- 
uuin»ler-ina;iiii.f in the I'aciiio, fMohi .son of A»hninil Lord IIukIi Soyniunr, niul 
JU'phow of Francis, second Mtinjuis* of lleriford. to \\lioiu ibia Icilcr ^\ns tuldii s^id. 
I.oid Nflson proinoted xMr. Soynionr to a LieuU'ii.ancy, in the Madras, on the 11th 
nf Fubrnury JStU. 
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Senior Officer at Malta for the number of days you may have 
victualled the said people, that the Transport Board may 
allow for it accordingly. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIX HALLO WELL, ILM. SHIP ARGO. 


[Autograph, in Iho possession of Rear Admiral Tnglefield, C.B.] 


Victory, February lt2th, iStU. 

My dear Ilallowell, 

Many thanks for your kind letter, and for your goodness 
in bringing out so many good things for me. I wish on your 
return you could join the Fleet for a day, to take my letters. 
You know me enough, to be sure, that 1 will not keep you 
from getting to the new Swiftsure, in which Ship I shall re- 


joice to have you here. I expect to retake your old Ship- 
before February expires, and believe me ever, my dear Ilal- 
lowell, your most faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO JOHN WILLIAM MAGNON, KSQ., IHS .MAJKS'J ^ ’S CONSFL, 
CAGLTAHL 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory, Maduleiia Islatids, 1 Uh February, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have sent his Majesty’s Sloop Termagant for the Midship- 
man and Seaman belonging to the Phoibe, and also to bring 
such r.)cserters from the Fleet under my command, as may have 
been apprehended at Cagliari, and request you will he so 
good as to deliver them to (hiptain Pettet,^ who will grant a 
receipt for them ; and if you will send me an account of tlu' 
number of day.s each of the said men has been victualled, 1 
will order the sum of Or/, sterling per day to be j)aid for their 
maintenance, in addition to 40.v. for apprehending each ot 
them, to any person you may think proper at this place, or 
otherwise if more convenient. 1 am, 8:c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* 'J’hc Swifinurp, 71, which, whih* CDminniidcd hy C'liptuin Hallowcll, wns fabcii 
l»y II Frciicli Sfjiju'lifiii, muh'r the comniittid of Vice Adiuiiul (iiintlicfiiinic, oH ’ 
‘Joaft (d Biirbjir\, on the ’.ilfh of June l'‘Ol, Hfier it very gallinit tltrfence. 

' eaptuiii B hert I'elfet, of the 'reniingiiiit, wus made u (,'oinnmiider in 
died jn that rank in November 
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TO CAPTAIX JOHN OOUK, H.M. F^IHP MEDl SA. 

[Letter Book.] 

\'i(*toi‘v, >fuilaleiia TslaiitN, J lih Fi bniarv, 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 14th ultimo, aequaiiuiiio* 
me of the arrival of his ]Majesty’s Ship Medusa, under your 
command, at Gibraltar, with the rortugucse Merchant-Ship 
Lassa, and also with your having ordered the Wcazle to exa- 
mine several Vessels going through the Gut, one of which 
(!aptain Layman brought in, as mentioned iu the list v/hicli 
accompanied your said letter, and which you had detainetl 
ior a breach of blockade. I ]>resumc tlie latter will be con- 
demned to the captors, but the former appears a doiihtnd 
ca.<c. I, however, ho})e it may prove otherwise, and am, Sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

Nelson and IIuonte. 


TO CAPTAIN sa:\icel SCTrON, n.yu ship a^iphion. 

Vi«'toiv. Ma lnk'UJi Iskiiul-', 1 Itli Ffliririvv . 

Sir, 

I have received 3 ’our letter of the 3rd ultimo, giving me an 
account of your liaving seen the English (’onvoy clear of 
Cape St. Vincent, agreeably to (\aj>tain Sir Richard Strachau's 
directions, and also with your having fallen in with a large 
Ship off Chipe wSt. Mary's, dismasted and abandoned by h.er 
(h'cw, which \’ou had carried into Gibraltar. In answer to 
which, I am very much ]>lcascd with your having seen onr 
Convo}^ in safety jiast (hipc St. Vincent, and with the cireum- 
^^tance of your having fallen in with the Merehant-Ship above 
meniioned, and convc)ying her in safety to Gibraltar. The 
list of her cargo, wliich accompanied your said letter, lias also 
been received. I am, &c. 

Nelson and BnoxTE. 


VOL. V. 


E E 
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TO JAMES CUTFOUTH, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER, GIBRALTAR. 


[LolttT-Btxjk.] 


Victory, Madalemi Islaiitls, 14th February, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 1st instant, acquainting 
me with the arrival of the \"ictiiallers named in the margin,- 
at Gibi’iiltar, and that three others tire said to have gone to 
Lisbon with the Sophie ; also tluit the Nestor and Lady Shaw 
Stewart wait my orders. In answer thereto, I desire to 
acquaint you that the (Chatham and Latona have completed 
the victualling of the Ships at present with me, to five 
months ; and are gone to Malta with some small remains of 
their cargoes to be deposited there, and afterwards to proceed 
under the first Convoy to Gibraltar. You will, therefore, 
order the Nestor and Lady Shaw Stewart to proceed to 
^lalta with the first Convoy, and also one of the three Vic- 
tuallers expected from Lisbon, in order that the Stores under 
the charge of Mr. Wilkie, may be ccptal to the exigency of any 
future service. I am, 8cc, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO F.DWAIU) I’OWNALI, ESO-,^ XAVAI. OFFICER, GIBRAI/rAR. 

; lhkt 

Viclurv, .Midlub'iiii I Ith February, 

I have received your letters of the 2nd instant and 2‘hxl 
ultimo, enclosing an account of the twine put on board the 
Childers by Coinmissioner Otway’s directions, for the use of 
the f leet under my coiniiiand; also an account of the stores 
])Ut oil board the Donegal, together with a copy of a bill ol 
lading of sails brouglit out iii his ^Majesty’s Sliij) Diana, 
which, from their being landed in so very wet and bad a stale, 
you judged it necessary to keep them to dry and repair. I 
have also received your letter of the 30th ultimo, and from the 
(lifli(‘iiIt*K*s you have experienced in mustering the (^impanits 
of his Majesty’s Shijis wliich have hitherto arrived at Gihral- 

* 'I'bi'i', I.iti f.suly Slmw St*‘wsirt. 

' M-. FoumMJ Ch rk oMIii- Clx-iint? xt .SJirerm sM, nml (HoJ on ll"’ 

;■! J'flniiiiry, 
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tar, as stated in your letter to Commissioner Otway, of the 
19th December, I have judged it necessary to transmit an addi- 
tional Memorandum on that subject to the (Commissioner, 
which I trust will obviate the evils you so justly complain of. 

I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

:\IEAJ01L\\I)UM TO J'lIF. RKSI*KCTIVF. CAPTAINS AND COM- 
MANDERS OF HIS majesty’s SHIPS AND VESSELS WHICH 
JMAV AUliU E AT (ilRRALTAR. 

r From ft Copy in tlio Aduiirttlty.l 
Viotory, iit the Mailaleua Islands, Sardinia, 1-lth rehruary, IsCli, 

In addition to my Memorandum of the 10th ult.,^ respect- 
ing the niiistoring his CNIajesty’s Ships and Vessels at Gibral- 
tar, it is my most ])usitivc directions that the Commanding 
Officer of the Ship which the Naval Officer intiy go on board 
to muster, immediately turn the people up for that purpose, 
(meal times excepted) and that he is not dela^^d by thc/n- 
vohffis excuse of the Clerk heimj on shore, or on any pretence 
whatever; and I am also to desire that the (Captain or Com- 
mander of any of his Majesty’s Ships or ^V'ssels arriving at 
(Jihraltar, do furnish the Naval Officer with a copy of their 
Complete Book, ineliidiug all the Officers, Widows’ iSIcn, and 
Ships (Company, which may be actually borne upon such 
Book, with their entries and ratings complete, which is to be 
simied by all the Signing Officers. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — This ISIcmorandiim to remain in (Commissioner 
Otway’s possession. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD RADSTOCK. 

[Autof’Vftph, in the po’^scssioa of Uofti- Admiral Lord Ihulstock, C.B.] 

Victory, I'cltruary 1 till, lM>L 

My dear liOrd, 

Granville‘S is with mo. You may rely that 1 shall be 
happy in an opportunity of placing him in a vacancy. 3Iany 

* N<»\v lU'ftV- Admiral Lord HaiUlock, C.IL 

K K 2 


* Vi lie p. Doti, unto. 
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thanks for your papers and good wishes : some day very soon 
we shall want all the wishes of our friends ; for out the Enemy 
must eome, and that they shall go to Spithead, no exertion 
shall he wanting by, niy dear Lord, your old and sincere 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO AD:MlHAr, THE EARL OK ST. M.XCEX K, k.E. 

I’l'iini .t l’iU‘ ''Iiiiih* ill rat kci's '• Afianolrs of Earl St. Viiifont," vol. ii. i). 

Vict(»iy, I'rbiiuuy 1 Uli, |s()l. 

■Most cordially do I hail and congratulate you on the return 
of St. Valentine ; and may you, niy dear Lord, live in health 
to receive them for many, many years. This morning also- 
your nephew, CajUain Parker, has very much pleased [me,] (as 
indeed he always docs. ) On Sunday, the 12th, I sent him to 
look into Toulon : as he was reconnoitring under Sepet, he 
saw a ITigato rounding Porc|ucrolle, the wind was right out ot‘ 
the harbour at North. At first the Frigate seemed desirous 
to bring him to action ; but the determined approach of the 
Amazon made him lly with every rag of sail : he ran through 
the Grand Pa>.s, and got under Breganyon ; some of the Ships 
iioisted their yards up. 1 am rather glad that Parker did no( 
bring her to action, for I think they must have come out and 
taken him ; but I admire his spirit and resolution to attack 
her under all tlie dl.>advantages of situation ; and such con- 
duct will, some happy day, meet its reward. 

A Lieutenant belonging to the Madras being invalided, I 
have put Mr. Seymour’’ into it, but will change him for a more 
active Ship, the moment the Battle is over, which cannot bi‘ 
miicli longer deferred. This thought keeps me up under a 
nasty cough, and which I have alvva 3 's been subject to; hiif 
I am always, my dear Lord, your faithfid friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

We have not a sick man in the Fleet, except Kent, who 
has l)cen to Malta. 


“ ViiU* ji. .*M I, nnlp 
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TO CAPl'AIN JOHN (iORK, H.M. SIIJR :\ii:Dl S\. 


■LrJtrv 

Vioto , Miuliili'iia J'-.iiiinL. llili J'cliiuiir\ , 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the* 23rd ultimo, together 
\vith a log of your proceedings from the 22nd July to thc^ 
23rd January last, and also copies of your orders to the 
Alastcr of the Boyne Transport, and to the Senior Oflicer of 
his Majesty’s Ships at Gibraltar, enforcing the instructions 
contained in the Admiralty letter of the 4th Novem])er last, a 
copy of which also accompanied 3’our aforesaid letter. I have 
also received a copy of your letter of the 24th ultimo, to the 
lion. Captain Capcl of the PlKche, and very niiich ap})rove of 
the orders and directions you have given as above mentioned ; 
but apprehend your letter to Captain Capel has, by some 
mistake been forwarded to me, as there is a large packet ad- 
dressed to him from the Medusa, with your name in the 
corner. 1 am, 

Nei.son and Bjiontl. 


10 CAl’I'ALV IIEMn RK’IIAKDSON, II. M. slllR .11 NOi 

• htirr-l’ntik. I 

\ ii ioiy, l ‘<lh I't lmi'.viv. I'-i'L 

Whereas, it is my intention to put to sea with the Sipiadrou 
the moment the wind comes to the Eastward, and proceetl 
(iireet from hence to Rendezvous No. 07, imder Cape St. vSe- 
bastians, You are tlierefore hereby re(jnired ami directed to 
])rocccd immediately, in his ^lajesty’s Shi}> Juno, under your 
command, and make the best of your way olf the entrance ol' 
Toulon Harbour, for the purpose of ascertaining whether tlu' 
Enemy’s Scpiadron is still in Port, and join me u ilh an ac counl 
thereof, on the above Rendezvous, witli .ill dis})ateh : bm 
sliould the wind l)e to the Westward, the v'^ipuidron will pu)- 
eeed on the East side of (’orsiea, round ('aj>e (h)rse. \ on 
^'ill, therefore, under the alune probable chances ot the wind, 
judge where to find me, with any intelligence yon may have 
to communicate. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO captain sir william BOLTON, IL M. SLOOP CHILDERS. 


[Ordfr-Book.J 

Victory, M.'idalcna Isliuuls, lOth Fcbnmr)’, 1S(U. 

In order that the French Fleet may not pas.s without in- 
formation thereof being communicated to me, You arc hereby 
required and directed to proceed off Monte Christo im- 
mediately, in his Majesty’s Sloop under your command, for 
the purpose of falling in with the Enemy’s Squadron, or of 
gaining intelligence of them ; and, uj)on meeting with two or 
more Frigates, or Ships of tlie Line, you arc to return to this 
place with an account thereof, without a moment's loss of 
time, and on no consideration suffer their apj)roach, so as to 
endanger the ( -hilders to capture. Yon are not to he absent 
on this service longer than three days from tlie date hereof; 
but, at the expiration of the above time, return to this an- 
chorage, where you will find me, or orders with the Governor 
at the ^ladalcna Islands for your further proceedings. 

Nelson am> Bkonte. 

TO CAPIALN sir WJIJ.I.V.M BOLTOV, II. M. SLOOP ClllLDLitS. 

•M.Mtfl- IJoiik.] 

Vit{i»ry, .Mjulftlcim OlniiiL, l»lh J'l hnimv, l""l. 

Dear Ihdton, 

I .shall stand to the N.W., towards 'J'oulon, and from t)ient‘(' 
towards St. Sebastian.s If you have a good oj)})ortunity, 
approach near Ajaccio to see if llie French Fh'ct are there, 
V)iit do not get near enough to endanger being taken your^elt. 
Ever yours faithfully, 

NELSf)N AND IIUONTE. 


TO C.MTALV OOIIL, IL M. .sim* .MLDr.SA. 
lurk*' /iimI .V'.trfinjr, \n1. j'i. ji. 

I Till I rln nnvy, 

The Admiralty seem lo think that the Spaniards nmy 
hostile to u-i, and therefore have put me on my guard. 
not let It esctipe your lips — I am determined to have the fh*‘’t 
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blow ; even if they come with their whole eighteen, they shall 
not join the French. If they come up the Mediterranean, 
and you have a mind for a shooting party, come with your 
Frigates. Every part of your conduct is like yourself, perfect. 
Your letters will be answered formally. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MAJOR 1.0WK7 

[Autograpli, iu the possossioii of Josialj Frcncli. Ivsij. j 

Victory, Fcbniary ITth, 

Dear Sir, 

I am just favoured with your letter of the 5th, from Cagliari; 
])oor King and Princes! they liavc iK'ither money or Troops. 
Tliat Sardinia will be invaded I am sure of; aiul I only hope 
that we shall fall in with the French Fleet, and I may reason- 
ably suppose that we shall I’rustratc their plans. As you arc 
coming here, 1 shall probably, after the Battle, have the plea- 
sure of seeing you. Your Officers Iiere are very attentive. 
Some llocruits arc gone to Malta with Colonel Phillips, who 
sailed on the 15th, I am, dear Sir, ^c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LlEl TKNANT ROHKUT LLOYD, ( OM.MAMMNG IDS MAJESTY’S 
IMUSON-Smi‘ Cil'KUlUKR. 

Rook., 

Victor>, Mftilftlouu l ibrviaiy. l^vU. 

Sir, 

In answer to your letter of the 5th December last, I here- 
with transmit you an order to bear twenty Seamen, including 
two Midsliipmen, on the Books of the Guerrier Prison-Ship, 
under your command, which I trust will enable you to carry 
on the duty of your situation till theii Lordships shall tliink 

’ Art<i\v»r(l«< T.icutoimnt (if* *’nil Sir H iJ-on Lom i . (•.('ALO. K.< .R. IliMvas 
Ri<' in Sardinia > utise n-' riiiis . and dr>ivrd t'.' Mi- 

M listor at. Naplfa, to nhccrtju the mtm ^ whiili liiat Dliunl i*< <•( roMsiini: 

I'a.'^ion of tlu* Fn'iudi, aii' rfpoit uii tin* ovjo dit sn ) ol tlio Sai- 

111 (iMvoninu'nt withinini 'Ihi** . • alo«^H and intiHigfoi. but ill irta'.i'd (Mliror,. 

I'vll known Us (lovemor i»l’ St. Ilidrn t, dird on tlio RMh ot January Is 11. 
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proper to send you the cstablishincnt of the said Ship. 1 am 
very nuieli pleased with your conduct in keeping the Guerrier 
so 2 )crfectly cloaiij as well as with your exertions in assisting 
the AIerehant-KShi})s coining into Gibraltar in distress, and 
also with your ready endeavours to prevent their being cap- 
tured by the Enemy, and hope you may soon be enabled to 
render them more effectual service. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I desire to rceommeiul your ap))lying to the Admi- 
ralty tor the establishment of the Guerrier. 


i'O CAITAIN WILLIAM PAllKER, 11. :M. AMAZON. 

;OnU r 

Viotorv. Lliuul*. I’cbnmry, Isai. 

Whereas it is of the utmost importance that I should be 
ac(juainted with the movements of the Enemy’s S([uadron, You 
are hereby required and directed to proceed, without a moment’s 
loss of time, in his Majesty’s Ship under your (‘ommand, from 
twenty to twenty-tive leagues due W'. N. W’. of Asinara, 
where it is probable, if they are bound to the Southward, you 
may be fortunate enough to fall in with them. And as it is 
my intention to put to sea with the Sijuadron the moment 
the wind will allow me to do so, and proceed to llendezvous 
No. D7, under (’ape St. Sebastians, the movements of the 
Amazon must be governed from circumstances of wind and 
weather, as you, upon due consideration thereof may judge 
projier. But should the wiml continue !o blow so hard from 
the Eastward as to prevent the Srjuadron from putting to sea, 
and yon gain intelligence of the Enemy's motions, you will 
laud an (;xprcss at (histel Sardo or Porto di 'J’orres, with 
clircctions to proceed with an account thereof to mo, at this 
anchorage, with the utmost dispatch ; or send a Boat from the 
Amazon, if yon judge that to be the most expeditions way ot 
eornmunic.itirui. You are to continue on this service Ibr the 
si>!ice of three; days, or longer, if yon think the Squadron 
1. jI able to proceed from this aiiehorage, and afterwards join 
me 'U my lu ndezvons No. 07, as Ijcfore-mcntioiicd. 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO ( API AIN JOHN WIUTilV, II. M. SHIP BELIJUSLE. 

( r.rltrv Hook. “ Sun<]jty, Hiili Tc lniisny. a.m. At (i'Pi, \vt’ig1i»Ml uikI made 
s;iiJ, iiH (lid llic S<nuvdr(3ii, through Agincourt Sound to tlio \Vosi\Yanl." — Jldm i/'s 
LntJ.j 

Victory, Miididciia Iiihuid!>, li)lh Tehmavy, 1N(H. 

Memorandum. 

As an anchor and ealilc is of great importtinee, it is iny 
directions that you remain and weigh the anchor, which his 
^Majesty’s Sliip under your command parted from in the night 
of the I7th Instant; and after having done so, you arc to pro- 
ceed after the Sc[uadron witli the utmost possible dispatch, to 
Rendezvous No. 97, under Cape St. Sebastians, where you 
will find me, or orders for your further proceedings. 

Nelson and Riionte. 

The Childers will be in to-day. You will not siiftbr her to 
anchor, but accpiaint (Captain Sir William Bolton that he will 
find a Private letter with the Governor at Madalena, from me, 
which lie will open, and })roceed accordingly. The Public 
one is not meant for him, and therefore dcsiie he will not 
open it. 


sin EVAN NEPEAN, HAHT., ADMIUAI.IA, 
r-Honk. 

Vii-lon, ju Sen, ‘a'lli Eehrusiiy, P'lH. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 19lh December last, 
together with a copy of the orders which have been g^veu to 
Captain llallowcll of the Argo, as also a copy ot a secret 
letter to that Olhcer; and you will ]>leasc to accpiaint the 
Lords (yoinmissioncrs oi’ the Admiralty that Cajitaiii llallo- 
W'oll shall he permit led to return to England, agreeable to 
their Lordships’ directions, communicated to me in your said 
letter. I am, ike , 


Nelson and Buonte, 
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TO Sm EVAN NEPEAN, IJART., ADillUALTY. 

[From ft Copy in the Adnuniltv.J 

Victoiy, nt Sea, liOth P’chruflry, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 9th November last, with 
a copy of the one therein mentioned from JNIr. James Douglas, 
plaster of the Ship Mentor, respecting the depredations com- 
mitted by the Enemy’s Privateers in the Adriatic. In answer 
thereto, I beg to transmit you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, duplicate of my letter 
of the 24th November last, and to acquaint you, for their in- 
formation, that the utmost possible attention has been paid to 
the protection of our Trade in the Adriatic, as far as the force 
under my command has enabled me, and, I may aild, to a 
greater extent than comes within my knowledge on any for- 
mer occasion. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

10 SIR EVAN NEl’FCAX, BART., ADMIRAJ/I'V. 

Fiuia u Copy in tin* Adininilty.] 

Victory, at .S»‘a, ‘JOih Fol'ruaiy, 18()1. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant Robert Lloyd, coinmanding his ^Majesty's I’ri- 
son-Ship Guerricr, at Gibraltar, having, \vitli his letter of the 
5th December, transmitted me a copy of their Lordships’ in- 
structions of the 27th September hist, and at the same time 
requested permission to bear a siiflicient number of men to 
enabl^ him to carry the said instructions into execution, till 
such time as the Gucrricr’s establishment shall be sent to 
him, you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that I have directed Lieutenant Lloyd to 
enter twenty Seamen, including two Midshipmen, and to 
bear them upon a supernumerary list for wages and victuals, 
till such time as their Lordships shall think proper to furnish 
the said Lieutenant with the Guerrier’s establishinent. I 
have also directed him to enter as part of the said nimibcr, 
any Scaim.Ti who may be invalided at Gibraltar Hospital, as 
unlit for active service in this Country. 
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It is but justice to ol)serve that the Guerricr, when visited 
by Doctor Snipe, was found most perfectly clean and in good 
order, and also that liieutenant Lloyd’s active exertions in 
going to the assistance of any Vessel in distress, or in danger 
of capture by the Enemy’s Gun-boats, deserve commendation. 
I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO xXATlIAXILL TAVLOK, ESQ., NAVAL OFFICER, I\IALTA. 

[Lftter-Book.] 

Vielorv, at Sen, *20lli Eebruan', lb(U. 

Sir, 

The Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy, having by their 
letter of the 17th November last, acquainted me that there 
are supcrthious (piantities of some species of Slops® at Malta, 
according to your opinion, and rctpicstcd that 1 will order 
such part thereof to be sent to Gibraltar as may be judged 
proper, I am therefore, to desire you will send by the first 
Transport or Ship of War going from Malta to Gibraltar, such 
superfluous Slops as you may consider unnecessary to be kept 
in his Majesty’s stores iiiulcr your charge, and that arc not 
likely to be wanted in this Country; but I desire to re- 
commend you on no account to send to Gibraltar any article 
of Slops which may he wanted for the Companies of his 
Majesty's Ships on this station, and that you do also transmit 
me a list of such Slops as you may send to Gibraltar. I 
am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


“ Slops moan cwvy kind of rlntliinir. hats, ^hoes, stockiii^'^s, snpi'lieil to 
Seamen by tin' Ihirser, the cost of which aie rharged ngaiiisi tlieir wagrs, llu; 
word is usually drfiued to inran Ircjwsrrs ; hut n Kind \>f slnn.’ was rallrd a slop, 
and the (('riu was als(j nj»plied to some other artieles of dn-ss. l’alsgra\e, in his 
“ r/esclairrissemcnt do la lanpuo Eraiicoyse,” printed in lo'hh translates “sloppes, 
liosyn," hy “ hniyvs h ntarhtirr." See a Nolo on llio word in tlie “ I’rivy 1 ursc 
Expenses of Elizabeth of York/’ p. 2ol>. 
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TO CAPTAIN IIKXJIV lUCIIAUD.-ON, II. M. SHIP Jl\(). 
[<>i‘»ler-U(H>k. j 


Vii'Uirv, oft’ Cajm St. Sfl)}!."!!!!!!-, Ffluuiu v, 

Whereas it is niy intention to proceed iminedialely with the 
Squadron to the station mentioned in the accompanying 
Secret Memorandum, You arc hereby retpiired and directed 
to remain on the present Rendezvous No. 07, under (Jape St. 
Sebastians, with his Majesty’s Ship Juno under your com- 
mand, for the purpose of acquainting any of his INIajcsty's 
Ships or Vessels which may conic on the above Rendezvous 
where I am gone, and to direct their Commanders to proceed 
and join me, with the utmost possible expedition. You arc 
to continue on this service till further orders, and upon no 
account to quit it in chase of any Wssel ; but should you 
obtain positive information of the sailing of the Enemy's 
Elect from Toulon, you are to join me on the above station 
with the utmost expedition. You will deliver my orders 
(herewith transmitted) to the Ships and Vessels named in the 
margin,*' agreeable to their address, the moment they join, ami 
also deliver the present intended station of the Scpiadron, 
whicli accompanies thi.s, to the Captains of his ^MajestyV 
Shl]>s Relleisle, Seahorse, Pha*be, and Niger, who may be 
liourly expected to arrive at this ])lacc, and acquaint them 
that it is my directions they join me, agreeably tiierelo, with- 
out loss of time. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


Jn CAPl Al.N IJIOAJAS .VI AI.N1>, If. M. .-I.OOP (W.M KI.EON. 


Or.l. r I’.M.k ] 


\ i' ti.rv, /i}i’ < a|'f- Sc ‘.'’nil r( l(ninr>, P-'Ol. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately wifli his ?.Iajesty’s Sloop (huncleon, under your com- 
mand, to tl.f* Bay of Ro.sas, and communicate with 31i’- 
Edward (»ayncr of that place, or his partner in his absence, 


® Aflivo. Nar» .^lon/on, t4Un« U*fin. 
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lor the purpose of obtaining any intelligence of the Enemy’s 
I'lect at 1. onion, or of the line of conduct which Spain is likely 
10 pursue, with any other information which you may deem 
necessary, and join me with an account thereof, on the present 
intended station of the Squadron, (herewith transmitted,) with 
the utmost dispatch, bringing with you any letters, i^c., which 
3Ir. Gayner may have for me. 

Nelson and Broxtk. 


TO ADAiiitAL rm: earl oe st. vinllni, k.l. 

[Anloirvajili, in tlu‘ )tt>',ses>it»u dT Vi^'r A'linirnl Sir Willl.'nii Eiiikn’, Mnvt., O.C.JL] 

\'if!ory, IVliruary ‘'Ctli. 1^01. 

My dear Lord, 

I feel confident that there is not an Olheer in tlic Service 
that bows with more respect to the orders of the Admiralty 
than myself; hut I am sure you will agree with me, that if 1 
form plans for the sending home our (’oiivoys, and the clear- 
ing the different parts of (he station from Privateers, and the 
other services re(pii.sitc, and that the Admiralty in some 
re.spccts makes their arrangements, wc must clash. For in- 
stance, I judged it necessary, from the force of the Enemy in 
Toulon, to call the Donegal from watching L’Aigle at (hidiz, 
and I directed Captain Gore to take the Agincourt, and with 
her to attend to the French Ship ; for although the Agincourt 
could not catch her in running, yet she would protect the 
Trade coming to and from the 3fcdilerranean ; but being 
taken away, 1 admit on an important service, has left L'Aigle 
ut liberty, although (iorc has collected the three Frigates, 
^Icdnsa, Ainjiliion, and Maidstone, and means to attack her 
if she puts to sea. But this laudable purpose interferes willi 
the protection it is necessary to give to the 3loiith ol the 
'i’agus ; and I much fear the Ainphion, who was ordered to 
Lisbon, not going, has exposed our commerce to the depreda- 
tions of a large French Privateer, l.ord llobort hitz-Gcrald 
ealls out, hut I have not the means of doing all that is iicccs- 
sary. Having aLso given credit for the Dianas coming to this 
station, I had ordered the Braakel and Stately home with the 
f oiivuy. Had I known she wa’’ going hack again, 1 shonkl 
^lavc saved the Braakel fur the next Convoy, in May. The 
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Gibraltar and the worst of the Sloops were intended for that 
Convoy, but the orders of the Admiralty relative to that Ship 
will prevent her going home ; so that, in fact, I have not at 
present any further arrangement to make relative to Convoys. 
I have been anxious to get all the Troop-Ships home, know- 
ing they must be wanted. I hope the Gibraltar when fitted 
will answer the Board’s expectation; but I firmly believe, 
when done, she will only be fit for a summer’s passage to 
England. I shall send her to Otway,® when she can be spared 
from Naples. She is a very fine Ship, and in excellent order. 
My letter to Sir Evan Nepean, on my first arrival, 1 find 
every day was perfectly correct. The Kent is under jury- 
masts. I had rather have bestowed new masts upon her than 
the other. However, wc must very soon have a Battle, and 
then we shall all want new masts. See. I have done. All iny 
wishes are to meet the intentions of the Admiralty as far as 1 
can. 

I am, my dear Lord, happy to hear from Dr, Baird that 
you are not only well, but your health improved. I wish I 
could say the same ; but I hope to hold out till after the 
Battle, when, if successful, I shall probably ask for rest. VVe 
have had a most terrible long winter, and from the 26th of 
January, we have not been twenty-four hours without a gale 
of wind. The Fleet is healthy beyond anything I have seen ; 
and if wc meet the French, I trust we shall give a very good 
account of them. With every kind wish, I am ever, my dear 
Lord, yours most sincerely. 

Nelson and Buonte. 

Captain Murray has been laid up with a bad leg; but 
Hardy is well, and c<|ual to everything. 


TO SHt KVAN M:P?:AN. HAHT.. ADMIKAI.TYT 


[Trorn n Co[»y in fho Atlmirnlly. J 

Viciory, ul Soft, ‘JVtIi IVbruury, 

I herewith transmit you an extract of a letter from Majoi 
General Villcttes, together with a copy of a letter from Doc- 

• Commi-s.Hioiicr Otway, at Gibraltar. 



LETTERS. 


431 


JET. 45.] 


tor Franklin, therein alluded to, which I request you will be 
pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that such direction may be given thereupon as their 
Lordships shall judge proper. It only remains for me to 
observe that much credit is due to tlic Military Medical gen- 
tlemen, for their great care and attention to Naval patients at 
Malta, and that they are certainly entitled to some remunera- 
tion. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


P.S. — Sir Richard Bickerton acquaints me that the Medical 
gentlemen before alluded to, were paid up to the 24th February 
1803 ; it is, therefore, to be presumed that they want the 
payment to be continued from that time till the removal of 
our Seamen from the Military Hospital, on the 1st January 
1804. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAl’TAIN IIEXllY lUCTIARDSON, II. IM. SHIP JUNO. 

[Onler-Book.] 

Victory, oil* Cape St. Sebastians, 27ili February, 1801. 

You are hereby recpiired and directed to proceed imme- 
diately ill his Majesty’s Ship Juno, under your command, to 
Barcelona, and scud a Boat with an Officer on shore to Mr. 
Gibert, his Majesty’s C'onsul at that place, with my dispatches, 
and for any letters or inteWigcncc winch he may have for me. 
You arc not to anchor, but stand oil’ and on till your Boat returns 
from the shore, and inuuediately after, join the Squadrim on 
its ])rcsent Rendezvous. But should circumstauces render 
niy leaving this necessary, previous to your return, you will 
remain on your station, ami put my order of the 25th instant 
into execution ; and if you receive any infonualiou from ^Ir. 
Gilbert, you will forwanl it to me by any of the Ships which 
you may fall in with, and cancel the order to Sir William 
Bolton. But ill the event <»f the Chmsul s absence, or you 
Hhoukl not be able to procure auy intelligence, the Ghildevs, 
ill that ease, will ]>rocoe«l to Barcelona, in the execution ot 
ihy orders to her Coiumanilcr. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO RICHARD FORD, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER TO THP: 

^MEDITERRANEAN FLEET. 

[Onlrr-Rook.] 

Victory, iit, Sen, ’iRh February, 

In oixler that it may be exactly a.sccrtainc(l what siipplic.s 
of different species of provisions, wine, and other refreshments 
can be had for tlie Fleet under my command at Barcelona and 
in the neighbourhood of that place, You arc hereby required 
and directed to proceed to Barcelona, and make the most strict 
inquiry with respect to what supplies of provisions and refresh- 
ments can be had for the respective Ships’ Companies, and upon 
^vhat terms they are to be procured, the time required for that 
purpose, and to what extent? After having o])lained such in- 
formation upon this subject as you may judge necessary to 
enable you to procure supplies with expedition, you are to 
proceed to Rosas (where frequent purchases of bullocks, wine, 
onions, &c., have hitherto been procured for the Squadron), 
and make the same necessary inquiry on the subject above- 
mentioned, in order that \vc may, on all future occasions, know' 
what supplies can be drawn from those places, and to what 
extent; and as wine is wanted for the Ships you will purchase 
two hundred pipes, together with thirty tliousand oranges, and 
twenty tons of onions for the respective Ships’ Companies, and 
also, fifty good sheep for the use of the sick and convalescent 
Seamen of the Sfiuadron, paying for the whole either by bills 
on the Victualling-Board, or ready money, as you may find 
mo.st to the interest of Government, which I must desire you 
will bear constantly in mind on all occasions of purchases and 
disbursement of the Fublic money. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EDWARD GAYNER, ESQ., MERCHANT, ROSAS. 


[Loiter- Rook.] 

Victory, off Cupe St. Sebnstiuns, ‘iSlli February, JSOt. 

T liavo this niomont received yonr letter of the 10th, and 
note of the 12tli instant, and from the circumstance yuu 
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mention of onions vegetating at this season of the year, I 
recommend your not purchasing any more for the Fleet. I 
trust the (Jourt of Spain will not prevent the Squadron under 
my command from having a reasonable number of bullocks 
for its consumption, with every other refreshment necessary 
for the Seamen, which the Peace subsisting between our 
Countries entitles mo to expect and demand. I have sent 
you a letter to Dr.’', Scott, who 3 mu will soon sec, accompanied 
by Mr. Richard Ford, the Agcnt-Victuallcr appointed by 
Government to the Fleet, who will enter upon the subject of 
supplying wine for the S(piadroii from Rosas, and of course 
arrange the business with you as to the quantity and lime 
required to procure it. If you will be so good as to make out 
an account of the abatement, wliich has been made by the 
Spanish Government, for our former supplies, and also, of 
the omission in the Superb’s voucher, as mentioned in your 
said letter, Mr. Ford will settle it with you as well as for all 
future supplies for the Fleet. I am very much obliged for the 
information communicated in your said letter. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE CAPTAINS OF EITHER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS ABOVE 
[pNUER] MKN'nONKI), WHICH MAY FIRST JOIN COMFANV 
WITH THE Jl'NO. 


[[Ortlor-Book.] 

Memorandum. ^ 

Victory, at Sert, Fcl»ni;iry, isoi. 

It is my directions that the Captain of cither of his Majesty’s 
Ships named in the Margin,® Avhich may first join company 
with the .Tuno, in addition to my order of the 25 ih instani, 
transmitted to you on that day, proceed off the entrance of 
Toulon Harbour, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
Enemy’s Squadron is still in Port, and afterwards join me, 
with an account thereof, on the station of the Squadron men- 
tioned in the said order. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


• Aclivp, Nurfissus, Avunzon, Plitvl.e, Soaliorse. 



434 LETTERS. [ 1804 . 

TO ME. RICHARD FORD, AGENT VICTUALLER TO THE FLEET. 
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Sir, 


Victory, at Sea, 3nil March, 1B04, 


As wine will soon be wanted for the Fleet under my com- 
mand, I am to desire you will enter upon the subject with Mr. 
Edward Gayner, Merchant at Rosas, and endeavour to settle 
with him for a hundred tuns of good Catalonian wine, upon 
the most reasonable and advantageous terms for Government; 
and I am also to desire you will acfpiaint Mr. Gayner that 
casks will be wanted for the said wine, and to take care that 
they are good, well-conditioned, and in proper order, that no 
loss may happen to Government or the individual, from the 
wine’s leaking out, as it is impossible at this uncertain season 
to send casks from the different Ships. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — As soon as it can be done, the wine casks will be 
returned. I suppose Mr. Gayner can have no objections to 
receiving thorn. You will settle some little error with Mr. 
Gayner in the Superb’s former vouchers, as mentioned in my 
letter of the 28th ultimo to him. 


JO II i:\RY CL.AIIKF, K-SQ., BRITrSH PROCONSUL AT TUNIS. 

[From a Copy in the Colonial Oflice.] 

Victory, Marcli 2iul, IHOI. 

Sir, 

The Bey has asked me for one or two Passports for some 
Vessel or Vessels which arc coming from Holland with Iiis 
pre.sents, ( 1 suppose from the Batavian Republic.) The retjuest 
seems to me st) reasonable that, if the Vessels had been ia 
the Mediterranean, 1 should have granted the Passports 
without the snnillest difficulty. Luckily, within two hours 
after the arrival of the Bey’s letter, I was sending a Vessel for 
England, and I end )sed it to lA>rd Hobart, strongly rccoiH’ 
mending the granting the l^assports. The only difliculty which 
can occur is Lord Hobart’s not knowdng how either to describe 
the Ves.sels, or to know wlio to deliver tliein to; therefore, I 
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would immediately recommend to his Highness to send to 
England or Holland for his Agent to communicate with Lord 
Hobart, for I am anxious that his Highness should be gratified 
as expeditiously as jiossiblc. 

You will also take this opportunity of assuring his Highness 
of my earnest wish to do everything in my power to accelerate 
the arrival of the articles from Holland; and also assure him 
of my high esteem for his person and character. I am, ike.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN HENRY RUTIARDSON. U.M. STOP JUNO, 
f Book.] 

Sir, Victory, at Sen, ind March, ISOl. 

Being particularly anxious that his Majesty’s Ships in search 
of the Stjuadron should be immediately informed where it is 
gone to, I am to desire you will most strictly keep His 
Majesty’s Ship Juno on Uende7.vous No. 97, about ten leagues 
due South of (hape St. Sebastians; and 1 am to desire in 
addition to my Memorandum of the 28th ultimo, that you 
acqiuiint the Captains of his Majesty’s Ships named in the 
margin ' (who 1 understand are together) that it is my directions 
they proceed off Toulon in company, for the ])urposo men- 
tioned in the said Memorandum, in their way to join me. 1 
am, ike.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN DONNELLY, ll.M. SHIP NAPU’lSSl S. 

L\nt()grni)li, in the posnession of the lute Adam liromilow, 

Victory, at S« a, lih MiHi'li. 

You arc hereby required and directed to proceed im- 
mediately with his iMajesty’s Ship Narcissus, under your 
command, off (lapc (hirse, and cruize vc'ry diligently between 
that and Port Especia, for the purjiosc of obtaining informa- 
tion of the Enemy’s inoveincnls and expeditions fitting out at 
liCghorn and Genoa, anil also, of their Fleet at J\udou, shoidd 
it put to sea. Upon your gaining any intelligence which you 

. * Narcissus, Active. 

F F 2 
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may dccin necessary for my immediate information, you will 
proceed to Rendezvous No. 100, herewith delivered, where 
you will find me, or instructions where the Scpiadron may 
have gone. You will continue on this service till further 
orders. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIX FRANK SOT/IERON, ILM. SHIP EXCELLENT. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, i\t Sea, 7tli Muvcli, ISO l. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 28th February, enclosing 
one from the Purser of his Majesty’s Ship Excellent, under 
your command, dated the IGth of that month, respecting a 
hogshead of tobacco, which, after issue, was found two hundred 
and eleven pounds short of its contents. In answer thereto, 
I am rather surprised, as the hogshead of tobacco in (piestion, 
when opened, appeared to want six inches of being full, that 
the Purser did not immediately represent the circumstance to 
you, that it might have been weighed in the presence of the 
proper Officers, and the real deficiency ascertained previous 
to any issue. I shall, however, transmit the before-mentioned 
letters to the Commissioners for Victualling, for their considera- 
tion. I am, See,, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN MOUBRAV, H. M. SHIP ACTIVE. 

[Order-Book.] 

VkJory, at Sen, 8tli March, 180 J. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with his Majesty’s Ship Active, under your command, 
to the Bay of Rosas or Barcelona, as may be found most 
convenient, in order to afford your Ship’s Company every 
necessary refreshment for the benefit of their health, for which 
jiurposc you are to remain at either of the said places for the 
space of seven days, and during that time you are to cause 
your people to be supplied with fresh beef every day, with as 
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many onions, in addition to the (inantily allowed by the 
purser, as you and the Surgeon may deem necessary lo 
remove any taint of the scurvy whicli may have introduced 
itself among them. You arc, during your stay at the Ba}' of 
Rosas, or Barcelona, as before mentioned, to purchase fifty 
head of good sheep for the use of the sick on board the differ- 
ent Ships, with a sufficient quantity of com and fodder to 
last them for a month ; and if it is possible to procure thirty 
thousand good oranges for the Fleet, with onions, or any other 
vegetables, that will keep about eight or ten days, you will 
also purchase them, together with as many live bullocks for 
the Ships’ Companies as you can conveniently stow, with 
fodder to last them during your passage. Having remained 
the above-mentioned time at anchor, and complied wdth the 
purport of this order, you arc to return and join the Fleet on 
its present Rendc7.vous No. 100, with the utmost expedition, 
where you will find me, or orders for your further proceedings. 
You arc to acquaint any of his Majesty’s Ships or Vessels 
which you may fall in with where lam to be found. You arc 
to bring a sufficient quantity of good fresh vegetables for the 
Active’s Company to serve them a fortnight at sea, after your 
leaving the anchorage. 

Nelson and Bhonte. 

N.B. — In the event of your going to the Bay of Rosas, you 
will call upon Mr. Gayncr, who w'as commissioned by (Japtaiu 
Staines to procure ten chords of wood for the Victory, and 
bring the whole of that quantity with you, or such part thereof 
as the Camclcon may have left, and you can conveniently 
stow. 


TO DOCTOR .MOSFJ.EV, dlKI.SKA HOSPITAL. 

[Troin Harrison’s “ Life of Nelson," vol. ii. ji. AJS.j 

Viotory, 1 Ith Afaivli, 

My dear Dr. Moseley, 

Yesterday, I received the favour of the fourth edition of 
your invaluable work on Tropical diseases, and wdth it 
your most kind letter ; and though I know' myself not equal 
to your praises, yet I feel that my honest intentions for the 

* Vide \ol. i. p. 7. 
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uf the Service have ever been the same ; and as I rise in 
rank, so do iiiy exertions. The great thing in all Military 
Service is health ; and you will agree with me, that it is easier 
for an Ollicer to keep men healthy, than for a riiysician to 
cure them. Situated as this Fleet has been, without a friendly 
Port, where we could get all the things so necessary for us, 
yet I have, by changing the cruizing ground, not allowed the 
sameness of prospect to satiate the mind — sometimes by 
looking at Toulon, Villc Franche, Barcelona, and Rosas ; 
then running round Minorca, Majorca, Sardinia, and Corsica ; 
and two or three times anchoring for a few days, and sending a 
Ship to the last place for onions^ which I find the best thing that 
can be given to Seamen ; having always good mutton for the 
sick, cattle when wc can get them, and plenty of fresh water. 
In the winter it is the best plan to give half the allowance of 
grog, instead of all wine. These things arc for the Commandcr- 
in-Chief to look to ; but shut very nearly out from Spain, and 
only getting refreshments by stealth from other places, my 
Command has been an arduous one. 

Cornwallis' has great merit for his persevering cruise, but 
he has everything sent him : wc have nothing. Wc seem 
forgotten by the great folks at home. Our men’s minds, 
however, arc always kept up with the daily hopes of meeting 
the Enemy. I send you, as a curiosity, an account of our 
deaths, and sent to the Hospital, out of six thousand men. 
The Fleet put to sea on the 18th of 3Iay 1803, and is still 
at sea ; not a Ship has been refitted, or recruited, excepting 
what has been done at sea. You will readily believe that all 
this must have shaken me. My sight is getting very bad; 
but I must not be sick until after the French Fleet is taken. 
Then, I shall soon hope to lake you by the hand, and have 
further recourse to your skill for my eye. 

I am always glad to hear good accounts of our dear Lady 
Hamilton. That she is beloved wherever she is known, docs 
not surprise me : the contrary would, very much. 1 arn sure 
she feels most sincerely all your kindness. Believe me for 
ever, my dear Doctor, your much obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Hi. oM frii ii'l ( vi.lt,' vol. i, p, ai)) Admiral the llououiiiblo VVilliiim CoruwalU*^. 
tlKi- < (uiiiiiiimlcd the* olF Cbliaiit. 
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TO THE RESPECTIVE CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS OK IllS 

jmajesty’s ships and vessels on the mediterranean 

STATION. 

[Order-Book.] 

Memorandum. 

Victory, at Sea, LUh Marcli, iHOl. 


When any of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under iny 
eomniand is ordered to return to England, it is niy most par- 
ticular directions that they do not take away with them a 
greater proportion of provisions, or stores of any description, 
than may be necessary for the passage. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LADY HAAIILTON. 

[Kroin “ Lord Nclsou's Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. ii. p. !('.] 

Victory, March lllli, [ISOl,] off’ Toulon. 

Young Faddy,® my dearest Emma, brought me, two days 
ago, your dear and most kind letter of November 26th, and 
you are sure that I shall take a very early opportunity of 
promoting him ; and he appears to be grown a fine young 
man, but vacancies do not happen very frequently in this 
station. However, if he behaves well, he may be sure of me. 

With respect to Mr. Jefferson, I can [neither] say nor do 
anything. The Surgeon of the Victory” is a very able, excel- 
lent man, and the Ship is kept in the most perfect state of 
health; and, I w^ould not, if I could — but, thank [God] 1 
cannot — do such an unjust act, as to remove him. He is my 
own asking for; and, I have every reason to be perfectly 
content. Mr. Jefferson got on, by my help; and, by his own 
piisconduct, he got out of a good employ, and ha.s seen another 
person, at Malta Hospital, put over his head. He must now 
begin again ; and act with much more attention and sobriety, 
than he has done, to ever get forward again: but, time may 
do much ; and, I shall rejoice to Jicarof his reformation . . . . 
A thousand pounds a year will not go far ; and, we need be 

* Son of Captnin Faddy, of the Yftiipiinrd, who wus killed at ilio Biitlle of the 
Nile. Vide ^(d, iii. pp. ft-l, .”>11, I *.17. 

’ IMr. Magrath, now Doctor Sir George Magralh, K.H. Vide vol. ii. p. dl-h 



440 


I.ETTERS. 


[1804. 


gicat cconouiibls, to make both ends meet, and to carry on 
the little improvements. As for making one farthing more 
Frizc-moneVj 1 do not expect it, except by taking the 
French Fleet : and, the event of that day, who can foresee ? 
With respect to Mrs. Gra?fcr — what she has done, God and 
herself knows; but I have made up my mind, that Gibbs 
will propose an hundred pounds a year for her: if so, I shall 
grant it, and have done. I send you Mrs. Graefer’s last letter. 
Whilst I arn upon the subject of Bronte I have one word more 
— and your good, dear, kind heart, must not think that I shall 
(lie one hour the sooner ; on the contrary, my mind has been 
more content ever since I have done [it] : I have left you a 
part of the rental of Bronte, to be first paid every half-year, 
and in advance. It is but common justice ; and, whether Mr. 
Addington gives you anything, or not, you will want it. 

I would not have you lay out more than is necessary, at 
Merton. 'Jlic rooms, and the new entrance, will take a great 
deal of money. The entrance by the corner I would have 
certainly done ; a common white gate will do for the present ; 
and one of the cottages, which is in the barn, can be })ut up, 
as a tem})orary lodge. The road can be made to a temporary 
bridge ; for that part of the Nile, one da}’^, shall be filled up. 
Downing’s canvas awning will do for a passage. For the 
M'inter, the carriage can be put in the barn ; and, giving up 
Mr. Bennett’s premises, will save fifty pounds a year: and, 
aimther year, we can fit up the coach-housc and stabIcvS, which 
are in the liarn. 

The foot-path should be turned. I did show Mr. llaslc- 
wood the way I wished it done ; and Mr. will 

liave no objections, if we make it better than ever it has been : 
and, I also beg, as my dear Iloratia is to be at Merton, that a 
strong netting, about three feet high, may be placed round 
the Nile, that the little thing may not tumble in ; and, then, 
you ma}' liavc ducks again in it. 1 forget, at what place we 
saw the netting; and cither Mr. Perry, or ^Ir. Goldsmid, 
told us where it was to be bought. I shall be very anxious 
until I know this is done. I have had no very late opportuni- 
ties of sending to Naples: but, rid Malta, I wrote to Gibbs, to 
desire he would send over and purchase the amorms. They 
will arrive in lime. I hope the watch is arrived safe. The 
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British lair Cutter, I hope, is arrived safe. She has three 
packets, from me, to England. The expenses of the alterations 
at Morton you arc not to pay from the income. Let it all be 
put to a separate account, and I will provide a fund for the 
payment .... All I long for, just now, is to hear that you are 
perfectly recovered; and, then, I care for nothing: all my 
hopes are, to see you, and be happy, at dear Merton, again ; 
but, I fear, this miscarriage of Pichegru’s in France, will pro^ 
long the War. It has kept the French Fleet in Port, which we 
arc all sorry for. 

Sir William Bolton was on board yesterday, lie looks thin. 
The fag in a Brig is very great ; and I see no prospect of his 
either making Prize-money, or being made Post, at present : 
but, I shall omit no opportunity. I wrote to Mrs. Bolton a 
few months ago; and 1 gave her letter, yesterday, to Bolton, 
lie conducts himself very well, indeed. Although, I cannot 
well afford it, yet I could not bear that poor blind Mrs. Nelson 
should be in want in her old days, and sell her plate ; there- 
fore, if you will find out what arc her debts, if they come within 
my power, 1 will certainly pay them. Many, I dare sa}^ if 
they had commanded licre, would have made money ; but, I 
can assure you, for Prizes taken within the Mediterranean, I 
have not more than paid my expenses. However, I would 
rather pinch myself, than she, poor soul, should want. Your 
good, angelic heart, my dearest beloved Emma, will fully 
agree witli me, everything is very expensive ; and, even we 
find it, and will be obliged to economise, if we assist our 
friends : and, I am sure, we shall feel more comfort in it than 
in loaded tables, and entertaining a set of people w ho care not 
for us. An account is this moment brought me, that a small 
sum is ])ayablc to me, for some Neutral taken off Cadiz in 
May 1800; so that 1 shall not be poorer for my gift. It is 
odd, is it not ? 

I shall, when 1 come home, settle four thousand pounds in 
trustees* hands, for lloratia; for I will not put it in my own 
l)owcr to have her left destitute : for she w ould w ant friends, 
it w'c left her in this world. She shall be independent of any 
smiles or frowms. I am glad you arc going to take her 
home ; and, if you will take the trouble wdth Eliza and Ann/ 

• IJis nieces aud nephew, childlra of hi*’ 'isttr, Dollou. 
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I am the very last to object. Tom, I shall certainly assist at 
College ; and, I am sure, the Doctor expects that I should do 
the same for Horace : but I must make my arrangements, so 
as not to run in debt. 

April 9th. — I have wrote to the Duke ; but, by your ac- 
count, I fear he is not alive. I write because you wish me, 
and because I like the Duke, and hope he will leave you 
some money. But for myself, I can have no right to expect 
a farthing ; nor would I be a legacy-hunter for the world : I 
never knew any good come from it. I send you a letter from 
Mr. Falconet. I am afraid they have made a jumble about 
the amorins 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, BART., ADMIRALTY. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOlh March, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have received your most secret duplicate letter of the 13th 
January, with a copy of the private letter from Mr. Eaton 
therein mentioned, ac(|uainting me that he had purchased in 
the Russian Dominions, a certain quantity of Naval stores 
and provisions for the use of the Fleet on the Mediterranean 
station, and that he had made his arrangoincnts for embark- 
ing a part of that supply at Odessa, and signifying to me their 
Lordships’ direction to send two coppered Transports, in the 
charge of an Agent, under the protection of a Frigate or 
Sloop, to the above-mentioned place, for the purpose of bring- 
ing away the articles which may have been so purchased by 
Mr. Eaton. 

In answer to which, you will please to acquaint the Lords 
Cominissioner.s of the Admiralty, that a Convoy has just 
sailed from Valctta Harbour with Ships for Odessa, to bring 
corn to Malta, which they were ordered to leave at (Jonstan- 
tiiioplc, in consequence of a Proclamation from the Emperor 
of Russia, prohibiting all Armed Vessels from entering the 
Black Sea, as communicated to me in the enclosures from 
Count Woronzow, the Russian Minister, and from Count 
Alexander Woronzow, which accompanied your letter to me ot 
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the 28th September last. I shall, as early as possible, send two 
coppered Transports, under the eharp;c of Lieutenant Wood- 
man,^ to Odessa, escorted by a Frigate or Sloop of War to 
Constantinople, for such articles of stores and provisions as 
Mr. Eaton may have procured at the former place, and shall 
direct a proper Convoy to be in waiting to bring them from 
Constantinople, on their return there, to Malta. 

Lieutenant Pemberton, the late Agent of Transports at 
Malta, having been some time ago superseded, and ordered 
by the Transport Board to return to England, was appointed 
Governor of the Naval Hospital at Malta, as mentioned in my 
letter to you of the 2 1st December last, and therefore I judge 
it expedient to send Lieutenant Woodman (who I understand 
is a very sensible, intelligent Officer,) to Odessa, in his room. 
Lieutenant Pemberton is certainly a worthy, as well as an old 
and experienced Officer, whose services 1 trust their Lord- 
ships for the present will reward by a confirmation of his 
a})pointment, until something more to his advantage shall 
offer. I am. See, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO sill EVAN NEI*EAX, DART., ADMlllALTV. 

[Onjjiiml, in the Ailmiralty.J 

Victory, ut 8oi\, loth ]Mj\rch, ISO-i. 

Sir, 

1 have this day received your duplicate most secret letter of 
the 13th January last, actpiainting me, that in consecpiencc 
of the hostile preparations which arc now making in the dif- 
ferent Ports of Spain, it has been deemed expedient to rc-in- 
forcc the Squadron under my command with the Royal 
Sovereign, and that the lAwiathan is to follow her with the 
Mediterranean (.onvoy, appointed to sail on the 10th of last 
month ; and as it is probable Sir Richard Bickerton would bo 
desirous of shifting his flag to the Royal Sovereign, their 
I-ordships conceive, it a mark of attention due to his rank and 
services, that he should be allowed to do so. 

In answer to which, you will please to ac({uaint the Lords 


^ Licutcuniit Henry rretlcrick Woodman: he died a Lioiitenaul about Isll. 
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Coniinissioiicrs of the Admiralty, that Sir Richard Bickcrtoii 
is to shift his llaj^ to the Royal Sovereign, the moment the 
weather and other circumstances will admit, and that I shall 
appoint Captain Malcolm to the Kent, agreeably to their 
direction. And in farther obedience to their Lordships’ 
instructions, coininunicated in your said letter, the strictest 
regard shall be paid to the conduct of Spain; and I have the 
j)leasurc to acquaint you that the Squadron under my conn 
mand is all collected, except the Gibraltar, complete in their 
provisions and stores to near five months, and in a perfect 
state of readiness to act as the exigency of the moment shall 
render necessary. I am, See, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTALN ROSS DONNELLY, 11. M. SHIP NARCISSUS. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, Marcli, 

Sir, 

Having directed the Commander of his j\[ajesty’s Ship 
Caineleon to proceed off Cape Corse, and on falling in with 
the Narcissus, put himself under your command, I am, there- 
fore to dc.sirc you will take him and the said Sloop under your 
command, and employ her in such manner as you may judge 
best for the .service you arc ordered upon. Should you obtain 
any intelligence of tlic Enemy’s movements or intentions 
necessary for me to be acquainted with, I am to desire you 
will join me with tlie utmost expedition, with an account 
thereof on Rendezvous No. 100, where you will find me, or 
information where the Squadron may have gone to. lou arc 
to continue on this service for the space of one month from 
this date ; and at the cx[/lration thereof, join me on the above 
Rendezvous; or, in the event of not finding the S([uadroii 
there, you will proceed to Rctidezvous 97, under Cape Sl» 
Sebastian. I am, &c., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO JAMES CUTFORTII, ESQ , AGENT VICTUALLER, GIBRALTAR. 

[I.elter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 15th March, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd ultimo, together 
with a copy of the one therein-mentioned from the Commis- 
sioners of the Victualling, respecting the further sum of £10,000 
being sent me in specie, for the general use of the Fleet 
under my command ; and also directing you to supply me 
with such further sums of money as I may find necessary for 
the above purpose. In answer to which, I have to acquaint 
you, that the 18,000 hard dollars mentioned in your said letter 
have been received by the Royal Sovereign, and that Mr. 
Ford, the Agent- Victualler, will grant a receipt for the same, 
as mentioned in my letter to you of the 10th ultimo on 
that subject. I approve of ‘ your taking advantage of the 
exchange being under par for procuring the necessary sum of 
dollars for the future use of the Fleet, and which you will 
forward in such sums as the Agent- Victualler may find 
necessary to call for, and take his receipts for it, as before 
mentioned. lam, See., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN GORE, H.M. SHIP IMEDUSA. 

[Lettev-Book.] 

Victory, nt Sen. I 'uh March, 18 (V 1 , 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter of the 18th ultimo, 
together with copies of the orders therein mentioned ; and 
under the circumstances of information which you received 
from his Excellency Mr. FVere, his Majesty’s Minister at 
Madrid, I very much aj)proYe of the judicious arrangements 
you have made of his Majesty’s Ships named in tlic margin,'* 
and also of your having tlctaincd the sailing of the Diana and 
(’onvoy. But I have extremely to regret that Mr. Frcre 
should have put such a construction on my letter,^ and inter- 

" Meauflfl, AmpUioii, Maid^fouc. • Of the -.'Mid of Jiuiuury. Vide Ms;. 
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preted what only amounted to a belief, into a positive certainty. 
The intention, no doubt, was well meant. The Enemy are 
still in Port, and there can be little doubt of their intentions 
of putting to sea the moment they are in all respects ready, 
and a favourable opportunity offers for that purpose ; but I 
trust the season of the year will enable me to watch them so 
closely as to fall in with them soon after their leaving Toulon. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

TO SIR F,VAN NEPEAN, BART., AD^SIIRATTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victoiy, at Sen, irjtli March, 1804. 

Sir, 

In further compliance with their Lordships’ direction, com- 
municated to me in your duplicate letter of the 9th November 
last, I herewith ti'ansmit you copy of my letter of 12th 
January, to Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, who 1 had 
directed to imjuirc into the circumstances of Lieutenant 
Shaw’s conduct, in entering the Port of Girgcnti, in Sicily, 
and capturing three English Merchant Ships, which had 
been taken by two French Privateers, and carried into that 
Port. The Rear-Admiral, not having received my letter 
above mentioned till after his leaving Malta, sent it to (Japtaiii 
Cracraft of the Anson. I am, therefore, not enabled to send 
their Lordships the particulars on this subject so fully at 
present as was my intention ; but I conceive it proper to 
transmit you, for their information, a copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant Shaw, and, also, a copy of one from Mr. Edmund 
Noble, a respectable Merchant at Malta, and to acquaint you 
that the most early opportunity shall be taken of further 
investigating into this circumstance. It is but justice to 
mention that the conduct of our Cniizcrs in these scjis, under 
the particular circumstances they have experienced by the 
Enemy’s Privateers claiming the protection of Neutrality at 
the different Ports, from wdience they have committed im- 
Avarran table depredations on our Trade, has been actuated 
from the best motives, although perhaps, in some instances, 
not so perfectly correct, I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, PART., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, l^tli March, 1804. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that I have received their order of the 11th 
January last, and agreeably to the instructions therein con- 
tained, shall give the most strict orders to the Captains and 
Commanders of his Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my 
command, whenever they are in want of stores, to apply, if it 
can be done, to the Naval Officers at Gibraltar and Malta for 
a supply thereof, and not to purchase any article of stores 
whatever at Lisbon, unless such purchase shall be absolutely 
and unavoidably necessary. 

I have every reason to believe that Captain Gore’s purchase 
at Lisbon, mentioned in the extract of his letter of the 4th 
December last, which accompanies this, was absolutely neces- 
sary, as, by Commissioner Otway’s letters of the 2nd and 30th 
November, the Magazines at Gibraltar were almost bare of 
every necessary article of stores. In my letter of the 10th 
January last, I transmitted the Navy-Board an extract of 
Captain Gore’s before-mentioned letter on the subject of the 
purchase of stores at Lisbon. I am. Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


lO SIR EVAN NEPEAN, PART.. ADMIRAI.TV. 


[Original, in the Ailmiralty.] 


Victory, at Sea, l^tli March, isoi. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a copy of a letter from Captain 
(hacrafl of his Majesty’s Ship Anson, together with a co]>y of 
the one therein mentioned from (hi])tain Kaynsford of the 
Morgiana, giving an account of his liaving taken possession 
of the French Privateer L’Intrepido, at the Island of Milo, 
which you will please to lay before the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, for their information. I am, Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD BTCKERTON, BART. 

[Order Book.] 

Victory, at Rea, l.'jth March, IROl. 

Pursuant to instructions from the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, you arc hereby required and directed to 
strike your Flag on board his Majesty’s Ship Kent, and hoist 
it on board his Majesty’s Ship Royal Sovereign, as soon as 
conveniently may be. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN DANVKRR, ROYAL AIARINES, H.M. SHIP BEI.LKISM'. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory. ai Sea, l(5tli March, ISOJ. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 14th instant, respecting 
the monthly Returns of the different detachments of Marines, 
on board the Ships of the Squadron, being made to you, for 
the purposes therein mentioned. In answer to which as it 
has hitherto been customary for the Commanding Marine 
Officers of the different Ships to send their montlily Returns 
to the Admiralty, I do not wish to make any alteration unless 
such should appear to their Lordships as necessary, and 
ordered by them in consequence. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Tin: lU .SSIA.V GEXTI.E.MLX ON BOARD IlIS MAJKSTY's SUIT 
ROYAL 

[LcltcV'Book.j 

Victory, nt Ren, lOtli Mnrcli, lSO-1. 

Gentlemen, 

Far removed from your (’ountry and relations, and placed 
to serve in the Fleet under my command, I desire that you 
will, on every occasion, both in public and private concerns, 
consult with me, and let me know your wants and wishes, and 
always consider me as your sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ALEXAVDKU DA\'ISO\, KSQ. 

FAntogniph, in tlie po>ise?isiiin of ColoiiO Davison.] 

Vi<‘tor\, March IDli, 

My dear Friend, 

I cannot sufficiently thank you for all your kindnes.s to me, 
and to my dearest friend Lad}" Hamilton; and thanks is all 
which I can give you. So our friend Nepean* is gone from 
the Admiralty at last; it will he play, any other station, 
and I sincerely hope his health will be re-established. All 
the things yon ordered from Turner, at Portsmouth, are safe 
arrived. We are waiting impatiently for the French sailing ; 
but the unexpected arrival of the Iloyal Sovcrcigir may keej) 
them still in Port. A Spanish War seems very uncertain. I 
hardly think it possible, but I am ])repared for all events. 
My friends need not to fear that F shall be taken na])ping. I 
am much pressed for time ; for a new (kiptain has this morn- 
ing joined for the Pclleislc, andC-aptain Whitby is ordered to 
be expedited home to join Admiral ('ornwallis. Mr. Marsden 
will, I dare say, receive my letters, and do the kind things 
about my letters, &c., as good Nepean did. When you write 
Nepean, make my kind regards, and also to Lord ]Moira ; and 
believe me ever, for ever, whether I write or not, your much 
obliged friend. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO 'rilK UKUl I HOXOl UAHI.i: I.OHI) HOBART, SKORF.I’AUV OF 
STA rK FOR TllF. WAR DKFARTM F\ I V* 

OniiiiuiL iu llic Folunlal UIVum*.] 

\ ict'»i V. Maicli IhIi. 

iNIy Ivord, 

In obedience to your wishes to be informed of the state of 
tlie Sea-ports in the Pachaliek of Ali ^"i//n^ 1. st'ut a mo'^t 

’ Sir F\iin Nc[)(miii Iuk] n-tircil fioju iln- Sciictju} '■Inp to llic AiliiiiKiii} , and 
Mificrdcd Williiiiii MaiMlcii. 

r.ovd N»'Do!»’s S(ivimtvuu nnus vcinft'vccd, on U '* I lil» of ^laicli, by ll.c 
of tlu* Royal SoYovci^u, of 100 t»uns, C’a\Uain I'nltcncv Mnlcidin, sOu i wnid-^ \ uc 
Adiniml Sir Rnltcn«*v MjUcolni, (LC.B., ‘J.e..\FO.. ^^llo died -jn tlu' ‘^niU of djily 

ls;i8. 

'* Ford N»d?.oiJ hiul tlu'ii just rei‘i*i\cil tin* folloaiiiir F«'ticr Foid llobait . 

“ Al) f.<»id, *• Diianin;^ S{n*i*t. '<i1i .funniirv. IsOl. 

“ 1 mu to acFnowli'd^o the rccciiu of \ouv Ftud'.lnpX di»}>mcliC'; <*1 ibc U'lli tiud 

VOF. V. G Q 
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intclligont Officer, Captain Cracraft, upon that service. I 
send you his account of the Port of Panormo, and also how 
the (^'oiintrj appeared to liim. llis Ship running on shore, 
r)l)liged him to return to Malta. I send an extract of Mr. 
Poresti’s letter, by which your Lordship will observe that he 
thinks there are many Ports which could contain in safet^^ 
a number of Ships of War, and that the Country abounds 

Ocl<>l)ov, (vide p]). *2 IS, ante,) all of which, with their reapeetive ciiclo- 
•^Mves, I liiive had the honour to lay before the King. 

“ I'hf and /cnlous attention therein manifested for the Piihlic interests 

lias airordeil nmeh .satisiaetion to his Majesty, and I am particularly eomniantled to 
cxpvr'^s his .Af uj.''^ty's ni(»st graeiems approhaiion of the liin? of conduct whicli, tiiuhu' 
the cifcuiiistaiiecs represented in your le((«u- of the Itith ofOctoher, yon have deemed 
if advisable to pursue towards the Itegeuey of Algiers, and especially of your in- 
lemiuj, at all eveiil.s, not to commence hostilities until yon can strike an eircctiial 
blow against th** (.'rnizers helcjiiging lt» that Tower. It is, however, witlnuit doubt, 
of lilt* greatest eouse.jueiicc, at the jircseni moment, to obviate the necessity of 
resivrtiiig to mrasmes of force against the Ihuhary Stales, provided forheaviimre can 
he maintained without detriiiUMit to the dignity of his ^^ujesty’s Crown, or to the 
veeui'iiy of i.hose ^vho are jdaeed under the ]n<tteetion of his (iovcrnmeul; ami 
s . some oi‘ tlie Vessels whieh have hemi eaplured hy the Algerine Cruizers, may 
li.ive liceu taken with passports whose dates had expired, us is suggested hy Sir 
Alexander Hall. I entertnin the strongest hope, that b\ means of explanation between 
voiir f.'.rdship atid his Majesty’s Civil Commissioner at Malta, and snh^eiiuent 
( m.iiiiiiiilealiou with the AIg« riue (lovernmiMit, the ground r)f future oomplniiit 
will he ohvinteil. If. on the other luiml, it should he found absolutely neeessarv, 
aher - in !/ r - jd/ination ami eoniti/nt/lcalion, to establish tJ/<* nufliority of (he I*a-s 
port', gianied in i!e nann* «»f his Majo'-ty, hy active? iiieastMx s, I plat >• the mo.--! 

I omplet'- di ...einlenee i.jou voiir l.orvl-hip's /liserelioti. etiergy. ami vigz/iir for cany 
in , '5 iji -. .Maj -ly’s furmm- ijisiruetioiis «if the J.’lrd of August, int/i full ellect. 

I am .li-o ;■> ('ouv»y hi- .Maje.-ty’- uppiohalit^n of your I.ordshiji’s eorrespond 
enee, ;i;i l tlie -.y icni %(m have ill I’onsequriiee pursued with respect to the Ihislmw 
of Tjip. Ii. I he eriiieal ^iluation of the Island <d' Corfu, ami the whole of tiie 
Mor- can. He. too Mrongly claim your I.ordship's alteuli<jii, for the didVuee of whieh 
Impoifant cn.intries y/m Imve already mmle so excfdleut ii disposition of yom 
( ‘niizfi Wliatev/ i- may pit)\i- to In- tl.-e n-al ol jeet of the rn iieli I’leel, should it. 
i.y any eii' inu-tanee-. of wind ami w*’u(her, he freed fioiii the l/loekiide in wliicii it 
i- held hy (he Su.iailrou under your Loitl-hip’s commaml, I still enleitaiii the most 
se.ttguine e\p. Ctatioti, tlia; the meiisiire-. yon iitiikc t:ike, iija/tl your appndten.siou cl 
its ]>; o!»;/Ide desti/!.iiioii, will .-nahh* you ifj justify the eonddenee y ou »-xpre.ss ol 

fi iistrating al! im jdait- . 

1 eniin ly emeur ill the propriety of Keejiing a VeMsel al Njijdes for the iter 
ronal .-ee-nity of (he iloyal hiimily, lest tlie pr<»gn ss events .should render tln ir 
n f,,i;:i tii •;jee indi .]o-nsalde : nnd 1 df‘pend JiinrU npott the execution of yniir 
r. Old hip' > ii ' , Metion •• to receivi* Ih emits on hoanl his Miijesty's Ships, for over 
fi.miiig rha ditli. Itie.s wliii ii the aetivily of the Ago-nls of rrunce have opposed lo 
lie- progn s ofi'it- Ih eruiling Serv h e in Swii Zetland, 1 have the honour obf,t5iii .. 
Koij.m’t.” — in tlie Nelson Tapers. 
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with Ship-timber, and ever^nhing else. Oiir caminunication 
with AU Vizir had, I am of opinion, better be in future car- 
ried on tlirough him : he is a very intelligent man, and, I 
believe, fully to be trusted. 

Sardinia will be in the hands of the French, either by 
compact, exchange, or insurrection. It is the sumntinii honnm 
of everything which is valuable for us in the Mediterranean. 
The more I know of it, the more I am convinced of its 
inestimable value, from position, Naval Port, and n'sonrces of 
all kinds. I am rather led to believe that the French are 
negotiating very hard for an exchange. Sir Alexander Ball 
thinks the French arc destined for Egypt, and every l\)wer 
thinks they arc destined against them ; but v.batever the 
French may intend to do, [ trust, and with confidence, they 
are destined for Sptthf'dd, 1 am afraid IMr. Frcre has created 
some little alarm that the French Fleet has escaped us. My 
letter to him^ was intended to do away any such tear.s. I beg 
leave, injustice to myself, to send your liordship a copy of it. 
1 shall not take ii]) more of your time than to say that 1 
believe the King of Naples, Sardinia, and tlie Porte, place 
confidence in us to save them from the French. I am, 8:c., 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO CAPTAIN (JORT, It. M. SI MF.DTSA. 

■ r,f‘uev Honk, j 

Viriovv. ni Sen. loh Alnivli, 

Sir, 

I have just received your letter of the 5th ultimo, together 
with the several inclosures therein mentioned, and very much 
approve of every part of your conduct. 1 regret that I did not 
know of the Diana’s being ordered to England with the Trade, 
as I would have detained the Braakel to have assisted in the 
blockade of L’Aigle. Your intentions of attacking that Ship 
with tlic small Squftdron tinder your command are certainly 
very laudable; but. I do not consider your I’ovce by any means 
equal to it. I must, however, leave your jiulgmcnt to deter- 
mine upon this point, as well as with regard to the future 

* Viilo p. MS/, nnt'*. 
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arrangement of the Ships under your orders ; and only observe 
that the protection of our Commerce, and the destruction of 
the Enemy’s Privateers and Ouizers, are most essential 
objects for your consideration. I must desire to refer you to 
my secret letter of yesterda 3 '’s date, with respect to the 
Spaniards, and tliat you will furnish me with the most early 
intelUgenee of the Enemy’s Ships, should they escape from 
Ferrol and ])c bound into the Mediterranean. I am, Ike., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN fturrox, II.M. SHIP A^MPIirON. 


in tljp po'ise'^sion of CnpLini Ives Sntlon.j 


17 til. ISOl. 

My dear Sutton, 

Many thanks for your letter of February 9th, and I assure 
you that I shall alwav’s rejoice in your success, whether 1 may 
be benefited or not. 'J’hc French Fleet will some da^" or 
other put to sea, and it shall go hard but that some of them 
shall visit Spithcad. I am ever, dear vSutton, your much 
obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


1 lardy writes you. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.It. 

[From ClarlvO aiul M’Artlnir. vol. ii, j). 

Marih I7lli, ISOI. 

My dear Lord, 

Whilst 1 have y’our support, and the Officers of the Fleet 
look up to me, I can do anything which the number of Ships 
can allow the warmest w'ishes of my friends to anticipate. 
'J’akc that from me, and I am nothing. 1 am the child of 
opinion, and the Admiralty can with their breath destroy it. 
But I reW with confidence upon you, my dear Lord, and that 
alone keeps me up. My general health, I think, within this 
last fortnight is better; but niy sight is much fallen off,-- 
have always thought I should be blind. If I can but meet 
the French Fleet, and do the thing well, I shall certainly ask 
for rest; it is necessary for me. I have sent yonr nephew^ 


* Captuiii Pttiktr, f/f lUc Amazon. 
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tills moniinjrj to see il' lie can lay salt upon the tail of a French 
Frigate ; 1 every day see new and excellent traits in him. 
Hardy is his groat pattern about his Shi[), and a better he 
could not have. I have only to hope the restless animal, 
Buonaparte, will be ujiset by Frenchinen, and then we may 
have some (tuict. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN silt THOMAS TUOUHItl DO K, BAllT., AOMlJlALTV. 

[From Cltukp nnd M'Aithur, vol. ii, p. dfW). 

lItU .Murrli, Isoi. 

My dear Troiibridge, 

You must have reading enough, and your letters convey to 
YOU only complaints and misery, of Ships and !Mcn. I have 
none to make: we are all cheerful and health}’, and our cx- 
]>enditiire of stores has been, comparatively speaking, nothing. 
The French want to get out, and we want them out. Yester- 
day two of their J^Vigates were outside Hiercs, peeping to 
know if we were gone to the Devil. Ball is sure they are 
going to Egyjit ; the Turks arc sure they are going to the 
Morea ; Mr, Elliot at Naples, to Sicily ; and the King of 
Sardinia, to his only spot. Your son*'’ cannot be anywhere so 
well placed as with Donnelly. I am, t'^c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MIS KOVAL IIKMINKSS TMi: 1)1 KK OF CLAKKNCL. 

I roin ( Iurkr himI M'Arlliur, vol, ii. p, .'HiO. wlin stjuc tliat. at ilio poiirlnsioii 
of )i loiijjf mill most inli’n-siiiifr Lctler to liis HomU Ihj'liiip.'s, in whlrli Nrl-oii 
poioK’d out liow \f rv nroiM’ous On* ««pituoi!s fif >*)mo of oiir iildosl Miiii'^tcr^. and 
pvrii of tlir Fri'iicli Imd Foeii. n'sppj jio'r ,| iliovoii^di kiio\vlodgo of the 

Meditenaueftii,” he added 

[‘inoiA, Maivli. l^uL_ 

1 have often sat and sinileil to hear grave and eminent 
Senators expatiate on the importance of a ])Iacc,^ which I well 
knew was of no importance to us. I think I have told your 
Hoyal Highness enough, to imhicc you at all limes to steer 
clear of possessing it. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


“ Now Kenr-Admind Sir Edward Tliouiii's Tioubiidgp. Dftil., C.13. 
^ Query, Malta? 
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K) CAPTAIN UYVEf*, II. IM. SHIP GlliRALTAR. 

[ Letter-Book.] 

Victory, nt Sen, 18lh March, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have this day transmitted an order to his Excellency 
Sir John Acton, Bart., directing the return of his Majesty’s 
Ship under your command to join me on the Rendezvous 
No. 100, as therein mentioned, the moment lie shall signify 
that his Majesty the King of Naples has no further occasion 
for the services of the Gibraltar. You will herewith receive a 
List of Rendezvous from No. 97 to No. 101, issued to the 
Squadron since you left it, together with the Order of Battle 
and of Sailing. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


IX) ALEXANDER DAVt.SON, ESQ. 

: Autogi’npli, iu the posscsMoii (il‘ Colonel Davison.] 

Victory, '^^arc*h Istli, 

My dear Davison, 

1 have not only personal obligations to yon out of number, 
but also a load of pecuniary debt. This latter I must manage 
and pay oif ; therefore, I beg that you will let me know how 
the account stands. VVe hope the Dutch Ship will be given 
us; for it Avill be very hard that tho.se taken before June 13lh 
should not be given to the (Japtors. We were ctpially at 
War. Wc all look to you, as our Agent, for having petitioned, 
or done whatever is proper, in order to obtain it; and if it is 
given uj), you will, of course, keep my proportion, two-thirds 
of onc-cighth, in your hands, and place it to my credit, as also 
that of Copenhagen, and every day 1 am asked why it is not 
paid? At all events, a portion might be reserved for the 
Army ; but 1 should think Mr. Falkncr could easily get this 
settled, and Sir Hyde might write [?] tibout it. At all ev^ents, I 
murtt try and get out of your debt for money. There is not 
one farthing of Prize-money stirring here. Except at the 
first start, I have not got enough to pay my expenses. You 
will place the £200 sent Mr. Bolton to my account. She** is 


• Qiici v, Lady IJaiujltou, 
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generous beyond her means, and, therefore, she should not he 
asked for what is not in her power to spare. I much doubt 
whether the Pension® will ever be given — more shame for them ! 

I am sorry to hear you have not been well, which has 
grieved me very much. Take care of yourself; for what 
signifies all the riches of this world! I am ever, my dear 
Davison, most faithfully yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO HIS EXCKIXENCY HUGH ELLIOT, KSQ. 

[Autograi)li, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, March iNlli, 

My dear Sir, 

The Royal Sovereign has joined me, and the Admiralty, 
unless our Enemies increase by the Spaniards, will order a 
Ship to England in lieu of her; therefore, as the Gibraltar is 
ordered to be fefitted at Gibraltar, I must request that she 
may leave Naples whenever the King has no further com- 
mands for her. I have sent orders to Captain Ryves, and 
shall write to his Excellency Sir John Acton ; for, however 
displcjiscd the Admiralty may be with me for keeping a Ship 
of the Line constantly at Naples, yet 1 have always considered, 
and do still consider the preservation of the Royal Family a 
most particular part of my duty. I have no doubts but that 
the French Fleet would long ago have sailed from Toulon, but 
for the coin motions in France. 

Your Excellency’s two packets of January . . . , and February 
14th, arrived the same day — one by Cagliari, the other by the 
Cainclcon. Nothing but Troops can save Sardinia ; and if 
Russia docs not send them, she only misleads the King of 
Sardinia. 1 believe they arc jealous of our doing anything, 
and will do nothing tbcinselvcs. 

I have been but very indifferent, but I am much recovered, 
and 1 hope to hold out a few months longer, when J shall lay 
down my Oflice, which, whoever may lake up, however they 
may carry on the service with greater ability, will never do it 
with more zeal than, my dear Sir, your faithful and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

My eyesight is very, very bad. 

® Aprnreutly, to Lady Ilamiltou. 



4o6 


LETTERS. 


[1804. 


TO TOE JUGIIT HONOURABLE LORJ) HOBART. 

LOri{ 3 »iiieil, ill tlie Coloiiiul Oilirc.] 

Victor)', Marcli lOtli, 1H(U. 

My Lord, 

I send a letter which I have just received from the Bey of 
Tunis, and I am sure that your Lordship will think it right to 
pay attention to his request, but not knowing the name of the 
Neutral Vessel or Vessels may create some little difficulty ; but 
I shall assure his Highness of the readiness of his Majesty’s 
Ministers to meet his wishes, and that the moment I receive 
the passports, they shall be sent to him. I am, &c,. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR EVAN NKPKAX, BAR'E., ADiMlBAJHT, 
[Leller-Book.J 

Victory, iit Sea, ItUli Miircli, JS().4. 

Sir, 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admindty, tlutt the Knemy's Fleet at Toulon is still in Port, 
but in a perfect state of readiness to proceed to sea. The 
Seahorse reconnoitred them on the 17th instant — eight Sail 
of the Line arc in the outer Road, and two in the inner. 
'Jlieir Frigates and Corvettes are, app.irently, all perfectly 
equipped. I arn, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN RICHARDSOA, II. AI. SHIP JU'NO. 

Lrtti'r Book.] 

Most Secret. Viclory, at Hfii, lOlh Mardi, IbOi. 

Sir, 

As it is probable from the recent accounts I have received 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that a rup- 
ture with Spain may soon take place, I am to desire you will 
communicate weekly with Mr. Gibcrt, IJis Majesty’s Consul 
at Barcelona, ill order to obtain the most early information of 
the intentions of Spain towards our Country ; but, I must 
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request that you will on no account suffer the least hint of 
this to escape. In communicating with Barcelona, I must 
desire you wull keep Ilis Majesty’s Ship Juno, under your 
command, w ell out of reach of shot from the Spanish Forts or 
Batteries, and send an Officer on shore to Mr. Gibert, to ob- 
tain the news and such intelligence as he may have to transmit 
to me, and if you judge it necessary for my immediate in- 
formation, 3mu will join me on my present Rendezvous, 
No. 100, herewith enclosed, without a moment’s loss of time. 
I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — It is to be remembered that Mr. Gibert i? a 
Spaniard ; and, therefore, only request him to send any 
letters w4iich may arrive from Madrid for me, wuth any News- 
})apers or other circumstances he may have to communicate. 


TO t’Al»TAI\ LAYMAN. IJ.M. JiLOOP WHA/LL. 


[Loder Book. ■ 


Sir, 


Victovy, at Sea, ItUh March, iNOl. 


It is my direction that yow omit no opportunity of raising 
good men for the Victory as she is very much in want of 
them, and bear them on a siqrernumcrary list ; and you will 
produce this order, that no Senior Officer may presume to take 
them from the Wcazlc. I am. Sir, &e.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

You will send them every opportunity. 


TO CAPTAIN LAYMAN, II.AI. 8LOOP WLA/.Ll:. 

! I.cttor-Bo(»k.^ 

Viciory, at Sea, l!)ih March, iMil; 

Sir, 

In answer to your letter of the 20th October last, respecting 
the complement of His Majesty’s Sloop under your command, 
I am to desire you will increase the complement of the said 
Sloop to the number it was last War; and with respect to the 
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other parts of your letter, the Wcazle must strictly execute 
the orders she is under from me, and such as the Senior 
Officer may find necessiiry, from time to time, to give in ad- 
dition. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN PHILIP LEWIS POSENJIAGEN, II.M. SLOOP 
LA SOPHIE. 

[Order-Rook.] 

Victory, at Sen, JDth Miircli, ISOA, 

You arc hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with his Majesty’s Sloop La Sophie under your com- 
mand to Rendezvous No. 97, under Cape St. Sebastians, 
where you will find his Majesty’s Ship Juno, and on doing 
so, you will deliver my most secret letter, which accompanies 
this, to Captain Richardson ; but should you not fall in with 
the Juno after cruizing on the above Rendezvous with the 
utmost activity for the space of forty-eight hours, you are to 
proceed to Gibraltar, and deliver the whole of my Public 
dispatches, which you will herewith receive, to Commissioner 
Otway at that place. After having so done, you will remain 
at Gibraltar forty-eight hours for such dispatches as Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Thomas Triggc and Commissioner Otway 
may have to send to me, and afterwards proceed, without loss 
of time, to Rendezvous No. 97, where you will find me, or 
orders for your further proceedings. In the event of your 
hilling in with a Spanish Fleet or Squadron, either in your 
way to Gibraltar, or on your return, you arc to be very careful 
in not approaching too near them, and instantly return to 
me with an account thereof on the above Rendezvous, No. 
97. You arc to receive Captain Whitbj^, late of the Bellcislc, 
his servant, baggage, &c., with any other person he may have 
to take with him, and give them a pfissage to Gibraltar, 
victualling them, on a supernumerary list, the same as ydur 
Sloop’s Company during their continuance on board. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR JOHN DUCKVVOUIH, K.B. 

[From Clarke anil M‘Artbiir, vol. ii. p. r300.] 

loth Marcli, 1804. 

There is not a man in the world, that rejoices more at the 
happy conclusion you have given to the French Expedition to 
St. Domingo, than myself, and for all your well-earned suc- 
cesses ; your perseverance deserves to be amply rewarded. 
Now, you have done with the French, unless you can get hold 
by agreement with the sold Spaniards, of their part of St. 
Domingo, (for I hope in God wc shall never attempt to pos- 
sess any portion of the other part of that Island,) although I 
see all the danger of a Black Republic, yet I trust w^e shall 
be very particular in making a treaty of commerce wdth 
them. It is a nice game to phi}' ; but if you are contented, I 
am sure it is in good and able hands. I hope to hold out, to 
beat your friend Admiral la Touche Trcvillc,® who took the 

® lt«nr-Aclmii'ul Sir .lulin Thomas Duckwortli, K.lh, Cominan'ler-iii-Chief at 
Janinica, conchulcd, in Docemhor, iso;), a negotiation with General liochainbcau, 
the Commander of the Freiudi forces at 8t. Domingo, by which that OlHcer and his 
I’roops suvrcndcrcd as Prisoners of Wm*. “ From General Roebambeau's extra- 
ordinary conduct on the public service,” says Captain Loriaig, in his Dispatch, 
“ neither Captain llligh nor myself liave had anything to say to him further than 
comidying with his wishes in allowing him to remain on board the bnrveillante until 
her arrival at Jamaica, which I very readily agreed to, as also the Commodore.” 
— London Gazette, Ith February, 1^0-1. 

“ Vice-Admind la 'rouchc 'rrevillo, Commander-in Chief of the French Fleet, 
has heconio a person of historical importance from the assertion of Monsieur Thiers, 
that the death of that gallant Ufliccr, in August ItsOi, saved England from Invasion ! 
He is again frequently mentioned by Nelson, to whom, on the 11th of February IHOl, 
he wrote the following letter in reply to his letter to the French Admiral, dated on 
the Huh of December, iSOo, in p. •>'J8, ante. Instead, lK)we\er, of imitating Lord 
Nelson’s example by sending this letter direct, by a Flag of 'J'ruce, Admiral la 
Touche Treville directed it to Mtdta, and forwnrdtsl it through the Fieiich Post 
Oflice, so that it did not reach Nelson’s hands until the end of May or beginning of 
J line : 

“ A bold du lo Bucentanie eii ihule de Toulon le ‘i8 pliiviosc, 
(18 Fevrier, 1804) tin 1'4® dc la Repuhliqiie Francaise. 

“ J.e Vice-Amiral la 'J’oiiehe-Tieville, de la J.egion d’llonneur, Commandant cu 
Chef line Escadre dans la M editerraucc, 

“A Son Excellence J.ord Nelson, Due de Bronu', Commandant eu Chef lea 
Eovccs Navale.s de S. M. Dritannique dans la M editerraucc. 

“ Monsieur, 

“ J’ai reeu la lettre que votre Execllcnec a adroscc an Commandant de I'Armoe 
Navule a ToJilon, sous la date tin 4 X'’*’® dernier. N’ayant pris qiic dcpiiis pen Ic 
Conimandemenl de ectte arnice, je n’ai point eu connaissance de Pohjet dc voa 
rcproches, sur lesquela par consequent je nc suis pas foiide a repondre. 

“Jc me siiia empresse dc fuire luut a mon Goiiverucmeut de cc qui concerne 
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coiiiiraiid at I'oulon the moment of his arrival there, lie 
M as sent for on pnrpovse, as he heat me at Boulogne, to beat luc 
again ; but he seems very loth to try. I am, 8 :c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO sin i:\ A\ raut., adiMiraltv. 

[Original, in (lie Adiniralrv.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOih Mmrlj, 1S(M. 

I herewith transmit yon, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain Hardy 

of llis Majesty’s Ship Victory, respecting Mr the 

Purser of the said Ship, not having joined ; and, 1 request 
3^011 Mdll communicate to their Lordships the great distress 
Ca})taiii Hardy has been subject to, in the purchase of neccs- 


reclisinge que vous proi)Ofsez ; aussiiot qne ses inlcntious me seront eonnnes, jc no 
inanqnerai pas (Vuvoir riionnenr de Ics partioiper a votre Excellence, et de preiidK? 
tons los nioyens (ini sont en nion ponvoir ponr satisfaiio lUi desir (pi’eUe tciiioigJie, 
ct niix sciitiniens d’lininunitc (pii les liii a inspires. .I’ai rjionncnr d’etre de vofre 
Kx(^ellence le tros <d»eVssant ser\iten»’, I, a 'roueiiK 'ruKvinLi'.." — .‘iiifotjra)>h,u\ the 
Nelson Papers. 

Vice-Admiral la ^’(niche rresille comniniiiealcd the decision ot'his (ioNernnieiit re- 
specting the i)roposed exchange of I’nsoners, in tlie following Letter, dated on the 
•i ind of March, which, like the preceding one. he sent, rid 7V(/ ('x, directed to T.ord 
Nelson at MoftK I 

“A hord dn Vaissenn de la H«‘pnhli«(ne Eraiictiise le lincenianre, 
en rade d(! 'roulon le K*' genninal de Tan l i {'I'l Tolars, IhOL^ 

“A Son Lxeellenct? Lord Nels*)!!. Due de Bronte, ( 'oniniandunt en (.'hefles Forces 
Naviiles tie S. Al. Britanniciue dans hi Mediterraiiee. 

“ Alonsienr, 

••.I’ai riionnenr tie faire connaitre a Votre F.xeellenee les inienlions tie nioii 
CJonvcruenieni snr ee tjiii fe^ait I’ohjet de la lettre ijne vt>us uiez adiessec an Cotn- 
iiiandant des Forces Navales a Toulon, et dont j’ai en celni de vons accuser 
reception. 

“ 11 me charge de iiiander a votre Kxeellence (p'.c tout echiUige do piisounieis 
entre h's deux Puissances, esi dcveiiu impossihle juir les conditions inadinissihles 
qnc S. M. Britanni(ine a voulii imposer ii refahlissement d'nn Cartel; ft ijiie pour 
('liter les iiieouvenit'uis attaches a I’admission des jmrleinentaires dans un port 
ilni(inement consacre aux operntiinis milituires et navales, il avail nlfectc speciale- 
ment le port de la Ciolat snr la MediteiTaiiee a les recevuir. C'est done parce scnl 
port (jue je pourrai recijvoir les coinmunieations dont il pla'rait a Votre J-lxeellencc 
drji m’hoiiorer. d’ai rhoniicur d’etre, de Votre Fxcellenec le ties oheissniit servitciir, 
La Touche Tkevim.e, Vice-Ainiral, C'oininandant en (.'hef les Forces Navales de 
lit Repnhli(ine Fratifaise dans la .Mediterraiiee.”— >4 ill the Nelson 
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saries, and that if it had not been for Mr. Bromlcy> Purser of 
the Belleisle, who has on all occasions purchased beef, &c., 
for the Victory’s Company, the Service must have suffered 
materially. 

I feel much indebted to Mr. Bromley for his attention to 

these particulars, and certainly consider Mr ’s conduct 

not only reprehensible, but that he ought not to have any 
employment in the Service ; almost twelvemonths since his 
appointment, and not yet joined, or any account of him! I 
am, Sir, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO VICE-ADMIRAL RLIOII. 

’'Eroin “ MarslniH’s Naval Biography,” Suppletneiit, Part I. p. 4 : 11 . j 

Victory, March 10th, IsOl. 

My dear Admiral, 

Your son is a very good young man, and I sincerely hope 
that, now your Flag is up,^ you will be able to promote him. 
It would give me great pleasure to do it, but T sec no prospect, 
unless wc capture the whole French Fleet in Toulon ; there- 
fore, do you consider about him. You arc sure of regard, 
hut I cannot kill people ; and, I am more likely to go oft' 
myself than any one about me. I have many thanks to give 
you ..... I am, &:c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO DR. lUlRD. 
riToin “ I’ho Athetiteimi. 'J 

My dear Sir, lOth, isni. 

Many thanks for your kind letter of 30th October. 1 am 
sure no man is more able to place our Hospitals in a proper 
state than yourself, and that you always bear in mind not to 

’ Vi(*c Admiral, ufierwurds Admiral Sir Richard Rodney Uligh, liad tJiCii 

lately lioistcd his Flag as C'omimimlcr-in-C'hief on the C'oa^?t of S )tland. 11 is 
defence of the Alexander 74, for two hours, against three French Sail 4 the T.inc, in 
Novcm\)cr 1 "i 1 ) 4 , was one of the niosl gallant actions of the War : he d ‘d an Admiral 
of the Rnl in April 1H‘»1. Ilis son meiilioiipd in his letter was Mr. (Jetugc 
^iillnr Bligh, at that time a Licntennni of tJie Vic «>ry, a ho wu; dangcioiihJy 
'vonnded in tliat Shij) at 'I’rafulgar; he was made a (.'omiimmlcr in . unmny : 
1‘ostcd in December ISOS, and died about 1S:U. 
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be penny-wise and pound-foolish. A small sum, well laid 
out, will keep Fleets healthy ; but it requires large sums to 
make a sickly Fleet healthy, besides the immense loss of per- 
sonal services. Health cannot he dearly bought at any price 
— if the Fleet is never sickly. By general exertions, we have 
done well ; but we have not a place that we can be sure of 
supplies from. Spain will not give us a live animal ; Naples 
dare not ; and Sardinia ought not : but that is the only place 
we have a chance for fresh provisions. God knows how many 
days — it will not be many — that Island will be out of the hands 
of the French. 

I hope to hold out till after the Battle ; but, as you know, 
mine is a wretched constitution, and my sight is getting ver^^ 
very bad. I rejoice to hear the Earl® is so well. Believe me 
ever, ^"ours faithfully and obliged, 

NEr4SON AND Bronte. 

TO SIR JOHN ACTON, DART., NAPLES. 

[From Clarke anti INPArtlinr, vol. ii. p. .‘KJl.] 

March, IHO-I. 

Will Russia come forth as she ought, or are her plans only 
preparative to the taking possession of Greece, and of course 
Constantinople? This is a subject I have no business at 
present to enter into, although it is seriously in my mind. 1 
am, &c., Nelson and Bronte. 

lO SPIRIDIOiV FORESTl, ESQ., CORFF. 

[From Clarke anti M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. SOL] 

March, 1801. 

The ultimate views of Russia become every hour more 
distinct ; how long the mask Jnay be kept on I cannot say, 
but sooner or later the Morea will belong by conquest to 
Russia. What part Great Britain may take, the connexions 
which Russia may form will point out. However, we are at 
present on the most friendly terms with the Emperor, and I 
hope we shall always continue so. I have said enough to £« 
sensible a man as yourself I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

» Eftrl St. Vincent, 
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TO CAPTAIN PHILIP LAMB, AGENT FOR PRISONERS OF WAR 
AND TRANSPORTS, MALTA. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

VictOTv, nt Sea, 20tli March, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo, together with 
the state of the Transports and Prisoners of War at Malta, and 
I have to desire that you will prepare two coppered Transports, 
and have them in momentary readiness to proceed to Odessa, 
for the purpose of bringing stores and provisions from thence 
to Malta, under the charge of Lieutenant Woodman, when- 
ever I shall deem proper to order a (Convoy for that purpose. 
The said Transports are to be as commodious as possible, and 
in every respect complete for the service they are to be em- 
ployed on. With respect to the others that are not wanted 
for the service of the Island of Malta and the Fleet under my 
command, I must desire you will hold them in readiness to 
proceed to England with the first Convoy ; and on the sub- 
ject of the number necessary to be kept for those purposes, I 
desire to refer you to the copy of my letter of the 7th October 
last, to T/ieutenant Pemberton (then Resident Agent of Trans- 
ports) herewith transmitted, and to which you will pay most 
implicit obedience, in order that no more Transports may be 
kept in this (h)untry than wdiat may be absolutely necessitry 
for the services before mentioned, I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO WILLIAIM IMARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRAl/H'. 

[Ori}?iiial, in tlie AAmimltv.] 

• Victory, at Sea, iiOth Ararcli, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords 
(Commissioners of the Admiralty, that in consequence of Lieu- 
tenant William Miller (2ndy of the Ih’iumph being appointed 
an Agent of Transports, and ordered to England by the (Jom- 
missioners of that Board, I have given Mr. William Faddy, ^ 

* He became a Rcliveil Commander in .Inly l8:i!), and died early in 18 U. 

* Mr. WilFiam Faddy died a Lieutenant, about 1811. 
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Midshipman of the Victory, a Commission in his room, (a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted,) and trust their Lordships 
will order the appointment to be confirmed. I am satisfied 
when I call to their Lordships’ recollection, that this deserving- 
young man is son to the late Captain of the Marines who was 
killed on board the Vanguard, in the Battle of the Nile, they 
will feel as much pleasure in confirming the appointment, as 
1 do in making the request on his behalf. I beg leave also to 
observe that his widowed mother is alive, with the charge of 
a large family unprovided for, and naturally looks up to him 
for assistance. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

[Added, in liOrd Nelson’s own hand :]] 

Mr. Faddy was a Mid. in the Vanguard, when his father 
was killed. 


JO ( APTATX CRACRAFT, ILIVL S/IIP A\SO\. 

['Letter-Rook.] 

Victory, at Sea, March, 1S(M. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd January last, to- 
gether with the one therein mentioned from Captain Kayns- 
ford, of his Majesty’s Sloop Morgiana, giving an account of 
his having taken possession of the French Privateer L’lntre- 
pide, which, under the circumstances stated in Captain Rayns- 
ford’s said letter, I very much approve of, and trust that he 
brought a sufficient number of her crew with him to Malta, to 
answer the necessary interrogatories by the Vice-Admiralty 
Court at that place. 1 have also to acknowledge your letters of 
8th and lOth ultimo, acquainting me that the false keel and 
copper were the only parts of the Anson that had received 
any damage by her having been on shore, and with the orders 
you had given his Majesty’s Sloops named in the margin," 
which also meet my approbation, as I take it for granted that 
you have directed Captain VincenP to bring all the Trade 
with him from Smyrna, and the different Ports in the Levant, 
to Malta. 1 am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Al low, Morgiana, RilUTii. 


* Of tlie Aito\y. 
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TO NATHANIEL TAYLOR, ESQ., NAVAL OFFICER, MALIA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 20tli March, 1804. 

Sir, 

1 have received your letter of the lOth ultimo, on the sub- 
jeet of the stores you had found necessary to purchase for the 
indispensable repairs of his Majesty’s Ships at Malta, and re- 
questing an order to pay the Bills, and to enable you to pass 
your accounts at the Navy-Board. In answer to which I 
herewith transmit you an order for the purpose above-men- 
tioned, satisfied that you would not have made the purchases 
in question, but under the most pressing and absolute neces- 
sity. It is not necessary to repeat my instructions respecting 
purchases, as I trust none will be made but upon occasions of 
the most indispensable necessity; more particularly so as the 
stores under your charge have lately been recruited from 
England. I have (o acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th, ultimo, with the extract therein mentioned, and am 
very glad to find the Imperial Schooner Ilimgaria, with the 
cordage and tar, is safe arrived at Malta. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ME.^lORANDA. 

[Autogi'iiiih ill tlio [losscssion of the Reverond Henry Girdles! one.] 

(|Ahont ‘2(lth March, isfll. ; 

To Captain Schomberg, or Senior Captain at Malta:— 
The Trade from Naples, Sicily, and the Adriatic to be 
collected by the middle of April, that they may be ready to 
proceed to England when the Levant Ships arrive, under 
convoy of the Monmouth, or Argo, or both. 

A Letter to the Senior Captain at Malta: — 

Should the Agincourt be left in Egypt by (Captain IL, the 
Ileynard Schooner, or some other fast sailing Vessel, to bo 
sent here with my letter. 


VOL. V. 


11 El 
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TO CAPTAIN SCHOMBERG, H.M. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 30th March, 1801. 

Sir, 

Rear-Admiral Sir Richard . Bickerton having left Malta 
previous to his receiving my letter of the 12th January, and 
paper therein referred to, I herewith transmit you the said 
letter, and papers therein mentioned, and desire you will 
consider it as addressed to yourself, and comply with it 
accordingly. Lieutenant Shaw has sent me his own statement 
of the circumstances, together with a Letter from Mr. Noble, 
Merchant at Malta ; but I wish a more particular account 
from the Senior Officer, and also Sir Alexander Ball’s opinion 
on the occasion, in order that Lieutenant Shaw may be per- 
fectly clear of^any blame. You will please to return the 
several papers w'itli your report to. Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant. 

Nelson and Bkontk. 


TO CAPTAIN GEORGE HART, U. M. SHIP MONMOU I JI. 

[Order-Book, and Aiitograj)}! Memorandum in the possession of tlie Re\erend 
Henry Oirdlestone.] 

V’ictory, at Sea, 30th March, 1801. 

Whereas it is my intention that his Majesty’s Ship Mon- 
mouth, under your command, shall convoy all the Trade 
which may be collected at Malta by the time the Merchant 
Ships arrive from Smyrna, which I expect the Arrow is 
ordered to bring down on her return from Constantinople, 
You arc therefore hereby required and directed to remain in 
Valetta Harbour until the arrival of the Arrow and Trade 
from the Levant, when you will make the Signal for, and take 
under your convoy and protection, the whole of the Trade 
which shall be collected at Malta, together with the Ships 
brought from the Levant by the Arrow, and proceed with 
them as soon as possible to Gibraltar, where you will also take 
under your convoy all the Merchant Ships from Malaga and 
C’adiz which may be ready, and whose Masters are desirous 
to avail themselves of your protection, and proceed with the 
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whole of them to England as expeditiously as possible, con- 
sistent with their safety. On 3"our arrival off Plymouth, you 
will be governed with respect to their future protection as 
circumstances shall render expedient, and proceed with the 
Monmouth to Spithead, together with such of the Convoy as 
are bound to the Eastward, dropping them in your way up 
Channel as they arrive off their respective destinations. You 
are to pa}^ the most strict attention to the safety and protection 
of the Trade under your charge, that none of them may 
separate from you, or fall into the hands of the Enemy. You 
are, until the arrival of the Arrow from Smyrna, as before 
mentioned, to employ the Monmouth in any manner you 
judge best for collecting the Trade; and in the event of 
(hiptain Vincent’s not having brought the Trade with him 
from the Levant, you are hereby directed to proceed imme- 
diately, with his Majesty’s Ship under your command, to 
Smyrna, and the different Ports in the Levant, for the pur- 
pose of collecting the Trade, and bring them with you to 
Malta ; and on your arrival there, proceed with the whole, as 
before directed. In order to enable you the more effectually 
to perforin this service, I have directed Captain llallowcll of 
the Argo to put himself under your command. You will, 
therefore, take him and the said Ship under ^"our orders 
accordingly. On the Monmouth’s arrival off S})ilhead, you 
will acquaint the Secretary of the Admiralty thereof, and 
transmit an account of your proceedings for their Lordships’ 
information.* 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN m:\JAAllN HALLOWELL, II. M. SHIP AKGO. 

[Orck'i'Book, aud Autoja’opti Meiuoraudum.j 

Victory, at Sea, March, 1804. 

Whereas I consider the protection of our Trade the most 
essential service that can be performed, You arc, therefore, 

* “ Slioiild it bappoo that the Mouinoiitb lias loft Malta for Ikiglaud, then this 
order is to be put iu full and entire execution by Captain Bonjamiu llallowcll, of 
bis Majesty’s Ship Argo ; for iu no miumer must tbe Trade of Great Britain be 
ncgl ec ted — A uforj ro ph Memo ra n d u m . 

II 11 2 
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hereby required and directed, in the event of the Monmouth’s 
having proceeded from Malta without the Convoy for Eng- 
land, to open the letter directed to Captain Hart, (which is 
also, in such case, intended for you, as mentioned in the said 
letter in the possession of the Senior Officer,) and consider 
the order it contains*^ as addressed to yourself, and most strictly 
and punctually put it into execution. But should the Mon- 
mouth be at Malta on your return from Alexandria, you are 
hereby directed to put yourself under the command of Captain 
Hart, and follow his orders for your further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN THOMAS BRIGGS, II. M. SHIP AGINCOUUT. 

[Order-Book, and Antoj^rapli Meinorandmn.] 

Victor}', jit Sea, iiOth March, IHOl. 

Whereas I judge proper that his Majesty’s Ship Agincotirt, 
under your command, shall proceed to Gibraltar and take in 
her lower-deck Guns,® You are (notwithstanding my orders to 
the contrary) hereby required and directed to proceed, without a 
moment’s loss of time, in his Majesty’s said Ship to Gibraltar, 
and after having received your lower- deck Guns on board, 
(which you will cause to be done with the utmost dispatch,) put 
yourself under the command of Captain Gore of the Medusa, or 
the Senior Officer at that place, and follow his orders for your 
further proceeding. But should no Senior Officer be at Gib- 
raltar, you will proceed, the moment the Agincourt is ready, 
outside the Straits, and cruize there for the protection of our 
Commerce, and the destruction of the Enemy’s Privateers and 
'Cruizers. You arc to continue on this service till further 
orders, and endeavour as early as possible to communicate 
with Captain Gore, or the Senior Officer, and be governed in 
your future proceedings agreeable to the instructions you 
may receive from him. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Vide p. 400, ante, 


* Vide p. 058, ante, note. 
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TO CAPTAIN SCIIOMBERG, H.M. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sec, 20th March, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 26th ultimo, acquainting 
me that you had ordered the Morgiana up the Adriatic with 
the Fish Ships, that the Sophie Sloop was to join me, and 
that the only Merchant-ship bound to England (the Hero) 
sails so well, and is so well armed, as to be able to run it.^ In 
answer to which, 1 approve of your having sent the Morgiana 
up the Adriatic with the Fish Ships, and take it for granted 
that you have ordered Captain Raynsford to collect and 
bring with him all the Trade for Malta and England. I must 
desire in future that you will order the Captains proceeding 
with Convoys to send you a regular list of the Ships they 
may have under their charge, to and from Malta, which you 
will transmit to me as opportunity otters, for my information. 
On the subject of the Hero’s sailing for England without 
convoy, I cannot give my approbation, and would recommend 
to you great care in furnishing the Masters of such Ships with 
certificates under any circumstance. In the event of the Ship 
in question getting safe to her destination, it will be all very 
well ; otherwise, the Under-writers will certainly attach blame 
for sanctioning her sailing. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

(EllTlFICATE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 20th March, 1804. 

These are to certify that I have no objections to the Greeks 
belonging to a Ship of that Nation, which was taken by his 
Majesty’s Ship Niger, being liberated ; provided the Proctor 
of the Vice- Admiralty Court at Malta deems it proper, under 
the eircumstanccs of their having fired upon the Boats ot his 
Majesty’s said Ship, and killed an Officer and one or more ot 
her people. Nelson and Bronte, 

^ i. c.y To proceed without the protection of a Ship of War. 
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TO LIEUTENANT HENRY FREDERICK WOODMAN, AGENT FOR 
I’RANSPORTtJ AT MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, ut Sea, 21st March, 1801. 

Most Secret. 

Sir, 

Admiral Holloway having acquainted me by letter of your 
arrival in this Country as an Agent of Transports, and also of 
your being very equal to any important service, from your 
intelligence and observation; and the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty having recommended me to send an Officer 
of that description in charge of the Transports, I have, there- 
fore, thought proper to send You, and must recommend to 
your serious attention the circumstances in general that are 
passing in the Black Sea on the part of llussia, who, it is said, 
is forming an Armament to a very considerable extent ; and 
although there is not tlic most distant idea that this Arma- 
ment will direct its operations against the interests of Great 
Britain, yet it is essentially necessary that its real intentions 
should be discovered as early as possible, and, therefore, you 
will let no opportunity escape you of obtaining all the informa- 
tion you may be able to collect on this important subject. 

And I must desire you will endeavour to gain a ])articular 
account of the Naval Force which Russia may have at 
Sebastapol and Cherson, (their two principal Naval Ports in 
the Black Sea,) and to what extent they arc arming there. 
You will likewise endeavour to obtain a knowledge of their 
Fortifications, and what number of guns is mounted on their 
different Batteries, and whether they arc able to protect 
their Trade. It will be advisable to ascertain whether these 
Armaments are with a view to check and oppose the measures 
of the French, should they attempt to possess' themselves of 
the Morea. You will also endeavour to gain information of 
the trade and manufactures carried on by the Russians in the 
Ports above mentioned — what supplies of provisions and Naval 
stores might be drawn from that Country, and upon what 
terms. In order to obtain a perfect knowledge of the local 
situation of the Russian Territory in the Black Sea, you arc to 
procure a Chart of their Country, which will assist you in 
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forming a more clear idea of the places of principal importance, 
and endeavour, by every means, to obtain information of their 
present and future intentions >vith regard to England, trans- 
mitting me a very full and correct account of your observations, 
&c., on your return to Malta, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MEMORANDA. 

[Aiitograpli draught in the possessien of Earl Nelson.] 

[About 2*2nd March, iHOl.j 

The Fleet to proceed to Palma, where they will remain as 
few days as possible ; and when they sail, a letter will be left 
with the Consul at St. Pierres. 

Orders for Active to take Seahorse, Phoebe, and Amazon 
under his orders, to look into Toulon every two or three days 
at furthest ; and in the event of the Enemy^s putting to sea, 
to detach a Frigate to me ; and as it will be of the very 
utmost importance rny being acquainted with it, should the 
wind prove contrary when on the Coast of Sardinia, an in- 
telligent active Officer to be sent to me in a Boat, which will 
probably get along shore faster than the Frigate. 

The Phoebe is expected every hour from Gibraltar. 

Captain Moubray must calculate about the time of the 
Fleet’s return, and keep a good look-out for me. 

Seahorse being in want of wood, to be ordered, when 
Phoebe joins, to the Island of Asinara, to cut wood, for which 
purpose she may remain forty-eight hours. In much less 
time, I am informed the Victory could be wooded. 

To call at Cagliari for two English Ships, and to take them 
to Malta. 

Niger to proceed to Malta, deliver the stores she has on 
board, and to return and join me on Rendezvous 100, without 
a moment’s loss of time. 

Is it necessary to give an order for the Invalids to be sent 
to England in the first Ship of War ? 
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TO CAPTAIN MOUBRAY, H. M. SHIP ACTIVE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 122nd March, ISOi. 

Whereas I judge it necessary to proceed with the Squadron 
to the Gulf of Palma, for the purpose of completing their 
wood and water, which will only require a few days. You are 
hereby required and directed to take his Majesty’s Ships 
named in tlie margin^ under your command, and remain on 
the present Rendezvous No. 100, employing the said Frigates, 
during my absence, in watching the motions of the Enemy’s 
Fleet at Toulon, b}^ sending one or two of them off the 
entrance of that Harbour every two or three days, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether their Squadron still remains 
in Port ; and in the event of its putting to sea, you will 
detach a Frigate to me with an account thereof, directing the 
Captain to use the utmost exertion to join me ; and as it is of 
tlic utmost importance that I should be immediately acquainted 
with it, you will order the Captain of the Frigate sent on this 
service, should the wind prove contrary when he arrives on 
the coast of Sardinia, to dispatch an intelligent, actiye Officer 
to me in a Boat, which will probably get alongshore much 
quicker than the Frigate. You must take into account the 
circumstances of weather, and calculate the probable time of 
the Fleet’s return from Palma to the present Rendezvous, No. 
100, and keep a good look out, that you may join me the 
moment I arrive upon the said Rendezvous. His Majesty’s 
Ship Phoebe is hourly expected from Gibraltar ; you will, 
therefore, the moment she joins, deliver the accompanying 
order to the Hon. Captain Boyle of the Seahorse, and direct 
him to proceed in the execution of it accordingly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, iu the J'llliot I’upcrs.] 

Victory, March 23rd, 1804. 

My dear Sir, 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Frere of March 9th, 
in which, after having put us so much upon our guard that we 


^ Seahorse, Phoehe, Amazon. 
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expected a Spanish War every day, the name of Spain is not 
mentioned : therefore, I must suppose his alarm is gone off, 
or we may be lulled, by his neglect to say anything, into a 
fatal security. To me it matters not : I am pi’eparcd for. all 
events. 

The King, Mr. Frerc says, by advices from London of 
February 26th, is fast recovering. I wish it may be so, but I 
fear very much the contrary. I believe the Prince will be 
sole Regent ; and I sec, through the French papers — ‘London 
News, February 7th’ — that Lord Grenville had been three 
hours with Mr. Fox, supposed forming a new Administration. 
Georges, I see, is also arrested, and he and Pichegru arc to 
be tried by Military Tribunals. The Invasion must be over 
before this time, which I still hope wdll overturn Buonaparte’s 
despotic Government. My reports say that the French have 
taken up at liCghorn a number of Greek Vessels as Transports. 
If they leave Leghorn without Troops, it is natural to suppose 
they are destined to take«the French Troops from the Coast 
of the Adriatic. If so, they must cither be destined for the 
Morca or Egypt. Information upon these points is so im- 
portant, to enable me to form a probable guess at the destina- 
tion of the Toulon Fleet, that no money or trouble ought to 
be spared to obtain it. At eight o’clock yesterday morning, 
our Frigates saw the French Fleet quite safe. I am going to 
Madalena to get some refreshments ; for I am sorry to say 
the scurvy has made its appearance in several Ships. 

The Belleislc will stay four days at Naples ; and if the 
Gibraltar is sent away, I may occasionally, to relieve each 
other, send Ships : but of this the King shall judge ; for I 
nev'er will deprive him of the protection and services of an 
English Ship. Yesterday, 1 received from Major Lowe a 
copy of his letter to your Excellency. There will be no 
resistance in Sardinia worth mentioning, should the French 
land in any force. Major Lowe is probably with you by this 
time. 

Captain Ilargood® of the Bellcisle has just joined her from 

* Afterwards Admiral Sir W^illitim Tlargood, fJ.C.B. : he was a Midsliipmau of the 
Bristol in 1778 and 17'jy, when Nelson was a Lieutenant of that Ship. A memoir 
of this gtUhuit Officer, who dlstiiiguLshed himself in the command of the Belleisle 
at Trafalgar, and died on the iJitli of December, 18110, was privately printed by 
hia widow. 
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England, in the room of Captain Whitby, gone home to be 
Admiral Cornwallis’s Captain. Captain Hargood is a very 
old acquaintance and Ship-mate of mine, and an eUve of the 
Duke of Clarence, and, what is better than all, a very good 
man. I am ever, my dear Sir, your most obedient, faithful 
servant, Nelson and Bronte. 

I have heard nothing from 888. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM BOLTON, IJ. M. SLOOP CHILDERS. 

[Order-Book. The Victory and Squadron anchored at the Madalcna Islands 
about Noon on the 2:“)th of March IHOA.] 

Victor}', at the Madulenu Islands, 25th March, 1801. 

You arc hereby required and directed to receive the Master 
of the Victory on board his Majesty’s Ship Childers, under 
your command, and proceed immediately to Terranova, on 
the South East end of Sardinia, fo%the purpose of surveying 
and ascertaining the anchorage of that place, the number of 
Ships which may ride there in safety, the different soundings 
and marks for going into the said Bay, what refreshments — 
such as live bullocks, sheep, poultry, onions, &c. — arc to be had 
there, and the time required to procure them : also if it is well 
supplied with w^ood and w^atcr, and what time might be re- 
quired to complete a Ship of the Line or Sejuadron with both. 
You are to remain on this service for the space of three days, 
and at the expiration thereof, return and join me at this 
anchorage ; but should I have sailed, you will proceed to Ren- 
dezvous No. 100, where you will find the Squadron, or orders 
for your further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN FRANK SOTIIERON, H. M. SHIP EXCELLENT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at the Madalena Islands, 2Cth March, 1801. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed imme- 
diately with his Majesty’s Ship Excellent, under your com- 
mand, to Rendezvous No. 100, where you will find Captain 
Moubray of his Majesty’s Ship Active, agreeable to my order 
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to him, dated the 22nd instant, a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed, (together with copy of the one therein alluded to,) 
which you will consider as addressed to yourself, and execute 
it accordingly. And in the event of your obtaining any in- 
formation of the sailing of the Enemy’s Fleet from Toulon, you 
.will send a Frigate to me at this anchorage with an account 
thereof, (instead of the Gulf of Palma, as directed in Captain 
Moubray’s said order,) bearing in mind that the Squadron 
will proceed from hence about Monday next, the 2nd of 
April; and if the wind is from the Westward, will proceed 
up the East side of Corsica ; but if from the Eastward, the 
Squadron will proceed on the West side of that Island to the 
said Rendezvous, No. 100, so that any Ship coming to me must 
have this clearly in view, and be governed accordingly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


JO ALEXA^Dl'.R DAVISON, ESQ. 
[Autograpli, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 


Vietoiy, March 1H04. 


My dear Davison, 

Last night, to my surprise, jNIr. Chevalier* sent to speak to 
me, and said — ‘ I beg ])ardon, my I..ord, but I find myself so 
disagreeably situated in the Ship, that I beg of your Lordship 
to send me to England by the first op})ortunity.’ To which I 
answered, ^ Certainly, Mr. Chevalier.’ I can have no con- 
ception to what this is owing. I never said a harsh thing to 
him, nor any one else, I am sure, lie is very much respected, 
and an excellent servant, lie is his own master in all his 
department ; but was he, If possible, a better servant, 1 never 
wpuld ask a servant to stay. It is some vagart/ or other : so he 
must follow his own fancy. So much for that. 

Day by day, my dear friend, I am expecting the French 
Fleet to put to sea — every day, hour, and moment ; and you 
may rely tliat if it is tvithin the power of man to get at them, 
it shall be done ; and, I am sure, that all my brethren look to 
that day as the finish of our laborious cruize. The event no 
man can say exactly, but I must think, or render great 


* His Steward. 
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injustice to those under me, that let the Battle be when it 
may, it will never have been surpassed. My shattered frame, 
if I survive that day, will require rest, and that is all I shall 
ask for. If I fall on such a glorious occasion, it shall be my 
pride to take care that my friends shall not blush for me. 
These things are in the hands of a wise and just Providence,, 
and His Will be done. I have got some trifle, thank God, to 
leave those I hold most dear, and I have taken care not to 
neglect it. Do not think I am low-spirited on this account, 
or fancy anything is to happen to me. Quite the contrary : 
my mind is calm, and I have only to think of destroying our 
inveterate foe. 

April 7th. — A Frigate has just brought me an account that 
she saw the French Fleet outside Toulon thirty-four hours 
ago, and she docs not know that they are returned. I have 
two Frigates gone for more information, and we all hope for 
a meeting with the Enemy. Nothing can be finer than the 
Fleet under my command. Whatever be the event, believe 
me ever, my dear Davison, your most obliged and sincere 
friend. Nelson and Buonte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison. J 

[Apparently, about :2Htli Mareh, 1804.] 

My dear Davison, 

Since my last, I have received your kind letters by the 
Thisbe, and the Lawyer’s opinion, which is very clear, and, 
there end my inquiries ; and, if ever I command the Channel 
Fleet, it will be my turn to make money. I [neither] want 
nor wish for any man’s money, but justice is all I ask. I have 
nothing later than December from you ; but, I am truly sorry 
to hear from Lady Hamilton that you have been laid up with 
the gout. Your reports are true about the poor King. I 
suppose there will be a change of Ministry, and then I shall 
expect to see you Paymaster-General, if you like the Office, 
and with a Title ; and I shall, if it pleases God to spare my 
life, certainly take you by the hand before next Christmas. I 
wish the intended Invasion was over ; for if the thing is always 
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to hang over the Country, we shall ever be in hot water. 
I wish the thing decided : I am in no fears for the event. 

Hardy sends you the power of attorney for the Rising Sun, 
but Captain Sutton must sign, and h^ may send it, perhaps, 
to his relation, Mr. Martin. I do not think it was very kind 
to me. Apropos, if you can be of any use to Captain 
Layman, I bog that you will, whether it is to get him 
confirmed, or to get him a good Sloop. He has not made any 
Prize-money since his appointment, which I am sorry for, 
upon his account. If I can, my dear friend, but make enough 
to pay my debt of money to you, I shall be fully content. Your 
other favours I can never repay, but I must ever feel myself 
your much obliged and sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Poor old blind Mrs. Nelson, is, I hear, something in debt. 
If the sum is not very large, I intend to pay it for her. I 
have desired dear Lady Hamilton to inquire : therefore, if 
within bounds, pay it for me. 

N. AND B. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Aut<)grni)h ill the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, Mareli 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Major Lowe being so completely master of everything 
which can inform yoiu* mind respecting the Island of Sardinia, 
its resources, and the probable means it has of resisting the 
French, it would be idle and presumptuous in me to say a 
word. I only sigh, and wish it belonged to Great Britain. 
The advantages of its position must strike every one who 
Ic/oks upon the Map, and its resources, called forth by a 
protecting Power, arc certainly very great ; and there is only 
this certainty, fixed as fate, in my mind, that if it does not 
belong to England, it will to France ; for the present system 
cannot last one year, nor, I believe, half that time. 

I shall sail from hence on Monday, wind and weather per- 
mitting, and shall very soon hope to meet the Enemy. I am 
ever, my dear Sir, your most obliged humble servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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P.S. — What a pack of nonsense about Sardinia ! It could 
not be likely that I could wish to commit Sardinia, and, God 
knows, I have no Troops to throw away, where they are not 
acceptable ! I rather believe a friend of mine wants me to 
send some troops to Alexandria, but I will neither do that, 
nor give my sanction to their being sent there. They are 
entrusted to me to defend Sicily, and to that object they shall 
be kept till the Court of Naples say, ^ We do not want your 
help.’ Then it is time enough to think of other things. 

N. AND B. 


TO THE REVEREND DR..NELSOi\. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Paj)ers.] 

Victory, March lH04. 

My dear Brother, 

I received with much pleasure your kind letter of December 
30th, which, I was too much pressed for time to answer with 
my last dispatches. If Mr. Charles Brown'’ has served his 
time, and passed, you may send him out, and when oppor- 
tunity offers he shall certainly be promoted ; but I doubt very 
much that any such opportunity will offer during my com- 
mand, for my health will require a few months’ rest, next 
winter : however, you may be sure I shall do my best to serve 
him. 

With respect to Horace, you know so much better than I 
how to educate him that I can say nothing ; and as to what 
mode of life he is to follow, that must be a matter for future 
consideration, as events may turn out. A good education and 
languages fit him for anything. The Corps Diplomatique, as 
far as I have seen, is the road to ruin. I never knew or heard 
of any one who made a fortune in it, and it is very easy to 
spend one ; indeed, without much more prudence than is 
considered right, a Minister cannot exist upon his salary. We 
must not judge, because perhaps. Lord Elgin at a particular 
moment got money at Constantinople, and even a Scotchman 
I dare say would have been richer with his interest if he had 
set up as a master-tailor. But, you may be sure, that in any 

® As his name has not been found on the List of Lieutenants, he was probably 
never promoted. 
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way that I can be useful to Horace, whom I really love, 
nothing will be wanting on my part, as far as is within the 
the reach of my abilities. I am glad you like Canterbury, 
and if we may judge of the difficulty of getting there, we 
cannot expect it very easy to get a removal, but time and 
chance happencth to all. I wish the Invasion was over, for 
until the trial is made our Coiintry never can be at rest. Let 
who will rule in France, England will always be the object of 
hatred. 

April 7th. — Accounts are just brought me that thirty-four 
hours ago the Frcncli Fleet were outside the harbour of 
Toulon, and we do not know they are returned, so that 
a meeting may be expected. The result we ought not to 
doubt, but I think everything good and great may be expected. 
I beg my kind regards to good Mrs. Nelson, and believe me 
ever, your most affectionate Brother, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY JlUCll l^LLJOT, ESQ. 
[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 


Victory, IViarch .‘JOth, 1K04. 


My dear Sir, 

I beg leave to introduce to your Excellency’s notice Doctor 
John Snipe, Physician to the Fleet under my command. He 
is not only a very able Professional gentleman, but a man of 
most excellent private character. He is naturally anxious to 
see Naples, Pompeii, Herculaneum, and the Museum of 
Portici ; as his stay will be short, I will thank you to obtain 
for him speedily the orders for seeing Portici. I am ever, my 
dear Sir, with the sincerest good wishes for you, Mrs. Elliot, 
and your family, your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR VVILITAM BOLTON, IL M. SLOOP ClllLDLKS. 
[Qnler-Boolf.J 

Victory, Tslamls, Sanlinin, JlOtli March, 180 1. 

Doctor Snipe, Physician to the Fleet under my command, 
having represented to me the necessity of supplying the sick 
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and convalescent Seamen on board the different Ships with 
some nutritive food in addition to the necessaries allowed by 
Government, and at the same time recommended Maccaroni 
as a light, wholesome, and nourishing food, and whereas I am 
perfectly satisfied of the necessity of adopting every measure 
for restoring the health of the sick and convalescent Seamen 
on board the different Ships, You arc hereby required and 
directed to proceed immediately with his Majesty’s Sloop 
Childers, under your command, to Naples; and on your 
arrival there, you will order the Purser of the said Sloop to 
purchase a thousand pounds of the best large pipe Maccaroni 
for the use of the sick and convalescent Seamen on board the 
different Ships — taking care that the said purchase is made 
upon the best and most reasonable terms for Government; 
for the payment of which you will direct the Parser to draw 
Bills upon the Commissioners for taking care of the Sick and 
Wounded Seamen, London, and to procure the necessary 
vouchers for such purchase, authenticated in the same manner 
as those for provisions — one of which, with a copy of this 
order, you will transmit to their Board by the first opportunity, 
and another to me on your return, for my information. You 
will also certify at the bottoiii of the Purser’s bill for the 
amount of the Maccaroni, that it was drawn for that purpose, 
for the use of the sick and convalescent Seamen, and by 
my order. After having completed this service, you will 
return and join the Squadron with all possible expedition 
on Rendezvous No. 100, where you will find me, or orders 
for your further proceedings. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO WUJJA.U IMARSDEX, ESQ., AD.MIHALTY. 

[Origiii;il, ill the Admiralty.] 

Victoi-y, Msiilalena Islands, Simliiiin, Isl April, 1S04. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you a copy of a letter from Captain 
Layman, giving an account of the. loss of Ilis Majesty’s late 
Sloop Wcazle,‘* under his command, on the night of the 29th 

‘ The Weazle, Caplain Layman, was lost by striking on a rock off Cabretta Point, 
iifar Gibraltar, on the :iOth of Kcbriinry, ISOI, in thick foggy weather. 
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February last, together with a letter from Lieutenant General 
Sir Thomas Trigge, and the paper from the Merchants at 
Gibraltar therein referred to : also, an extract of a letter from 
Captain Gore, of his Majesty’s Ship Medusa, communicating 
to me the very high opinion he entertained of Captain Lay- 
man’s conduct, which I request you will lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty for their information, and, at 
the same time, to acquaint their Lordships, that from the 
constant information I have received of Captain Layman’s 
great exertions for the protection of our trade in the Gut of 
Gibraltar, I consider his appointment to another Sloop on this 
service would be very bcnchcial to the Commercial interest. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE CAPTAIN Oil COMMANDER OF ANY OF IIIS MAJESTY’S 
SHIPS, VESSELS, OR TRANSPORI’S, ARRHTNG AT MADALENA 
IN SEARCH OF THE SQUADRON. 

[Lotler-Book.J 

Victory, Madaleua Islands, Jiud April, 1804. 

Sir, 

The Squadron is proceeding to Rendezvous No. 100, (pass- 
ing Rendezvous No. 70,) where you will find me, or orders 
for your proceedings. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — This letter to be scaled up, and left with the Go- 
vernor at Madalcna. N.B. — If the Tlictis arrives, she is to 
remain at this anchorage ; but if the Hindostan arrives, she is 
to proceed immediately to Malta, and deliver the stores she 
has on board for that Arsenal, and those for Gibraltar to be 
ke^t on board, and wait at Malta my orders. 


TO CAPTAIN H.M. .SLOOP 


[Letter- Book.] 

Victory, Madalena Islands, *-ind April, 1801. 

The Agent Victualler having . acquainted me that you 
had been making purchases of wine and vegetables for the 
VOL. V. II 
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’s Company, which he has paid; I am, therefore, to 

acquaint you that such purchase was excessively improper, 
and to desire that you will on no consideration, in future, pur- 
chase wine or vegetables for the Sloop’s Company under your 
command : and as the wine might have been had from any of 
the Ships, previous to your leaving tlie Squadron, and is more 
than threepence per gallon dearer than what is purchased for 
the Fleet by the Agent Victualler, I think it’s more than pro- 
bable the Victualling Board will charge the difference to your 
account, and also the vegetables, as none arc allowed by Go- 
vernment, except to Ships after a long cruize, the Pursers 
being obliged to find what may be deemed necessary to Ships 
in Port, or those using harbours frequently. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN ROBERT PETTET, II. M. SLOOP TERIMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, Madalena Islands, 2ud April, 1H(U. 

You are hereby required and directed to put to sea imme- 
diately with llis Majesty’s Sloop Termagant, under your 
command, and if the wind is from the Westward, you will 
proceed on the East side of Sardinia, and on your arrival off 
Tavolara, you will open the Secret letter which is herewith 
transmitted, and act agreeably to the directions therein con- 
tained, but if the wind is from the Eastward, you will proceed 
on the West side of Sardinia, and when you arrive off 
Asmara, you will open the Secret letter, and proceed as 
before mentioned. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO WILLIAM MAIISDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. “Monday, 2nd April. — At 2-15 p.m., weighed 
and made sail out of Agincourt Sound into the Eastern anchorage. At 3, shortened 
sail and anchored. Donegal and Kent at anchor here. Tuesday, 3rd April. At 
7 A.M., weighed and made sail through the Eastern passage. Left H. M. Ships 
Canopus, Superb, and PhoDhe, at anchor in Agincourt Sound. Termagant rtgoined. 
Noon, strong galea.”— LogJ] 
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Sir, Victory at Sea, 3rd April, 1B04. 

I have received Sir Evan Nepean’s letter of the 22nd 
December last, together with the inclosures from Mr. Ar- 
buthnot therein mentioned, respecting a Russian Vessel 
having been detained by Captain Clarke,® of the Braakel, 
under the plea of her not being navigated by the stipulated 
proportion of Russian Seamen, her crew being habited in the 
Grecian dress ; and signifying their Lordship’s direction to 
make a most particular inquiry into the circumstances therein 
referred to, and also, to give instructions to the Captains and 
Commanders of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels under my 
orders, not to detain any Vessel bearing the Russian Flag, 
under the pretext assumed by Captain Clarke, if they should 
be otherwise regularly navigated according to the Convention. 

In answer thereto, you will please to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that His Majesty’s Ship 
Braakel has some time ago left this Country with Convoy for 
England, and that I shall, agreeably to their direction, give the 
necessary instructions to the respective Captains under my 
orders not to detain any Vessel under the Russian Flag upon 
a similar pretence. I am. See,, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN H.M. SLOOP 

[Letter Book. J 

Victory, at Sen, 3r(l April, iHOL 

1 have received your letter of the 4th hebruary last, toge- 
ther with the Report of Survey therein mentioned, and am 
sorry that any circumstance whatever should have detained 

the so long at Lisbon, and left our Trade so much 

exposed to the Enemy’s Privateers and Cruizers in tlie Gut ; 
and I must desire that you will most strictly attend to the 
object of my orders, and on no account whatever remain in 
Port longer than may be absolutely necessary. I am, ^c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* Captain (Jeorgo Clarko, of the Braakel. lie was accidentally drownc l ^hy the 
npsettiug of a Boat in Woolwich Reach, on the 1st of October 1B05. A notice 
f»f Captain Clarke will be foiiud in the Naval Chronklc for that year, vol. xiv. 


I I 2 
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TO WILLIAM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[From u Copy at the Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, 8rd April, 1804. 

Sir, 

By his Majesty’s Ship Phoebe, whieh joined on the evening, 
of the 31st ultimo from Gibraltar, I have received your printed 
letter of the 19th December, (together with the several letters 
and orders acknowledged under this date,) signifying to me 
their Lordships’ direction not to allow any Tenders in future 
to be employed by any Ship or Vessel under my command, 
and if any Tenders should be now employed, to cause them 
to be instantly discharged, and their Crews to be taken on 
board their respective Ships ; and also to apprise the Captains 
of the penalties they will be subject to, in case of their failing 
to pay immediate attention to the orders on this subject. 

In answer to which, you will please to accpiaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that their instructions shall 
be duly attended to, and the necessary orders issued to the 
respective Captains and Commanders in consequence. I am. 
Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN GORE, H.IM. SHIP MEDUSA. 

[T.etfer-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 3r(l April, 1^*04. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 2()th February last, toge- 
ther with a Log of your proceedings, and list of Vessels spoke 
with, as therein mentioned, actjuainling me, also, that you 
had, for the reason stated in your said letter, given up the 
object of watching the Straits of Gibraltar, for the purpose of 
attending to L’Aigle,^ in order to render the approach of the 
Hindostan’s Convoy secure. In answer to which, I very 
much approve of your cruizing off Cadiz, for the purpose of 
attending to L’Aigle, and securing the approach of our Con- 

* L’Aigle of 74 Guns was a French Line-of Battle Ship in Cadiz, and formed part 
of the Fleet at Trafalgar, on the 21st of October 1805, when she was wrecked n'' 
Rota. 
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voy, as well as of all the arrangements you have made with 
your little Squadron, which entitle you to much credit, and 
fully meet my approbation. With respect to your attacking 
L’Aigle, I must desire to refer you to my letter of the 17th 
ultimo.^ I am, &c. 

Nelson and Buonte. 

TO CAPTAIN GORE, H.M. SHIP MEDUSA. 

[TiOttcr-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, JJril Aj)ril, 1S04. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 19th ultimo, together with 
the Report of Survey, and copies of the orders you have given 
the Amphion and Maidstone, and also the paper of intelli- 
gence from Mr. DiifF.^ I approve of the orders given the 
Ships above mentioned, and am exceedingly pleased with 
Captain Elliot’s conduct and exertions in keeping the sea 
with the Maidstone in her present bad state, and request you 
will be so good as to tell him so. The loss of the Weazle 
will, no doubt, be much felt at Gibraltar, but I am glad to 
find that Captain Layman's conduct has so fully met your 
approbation. I have ordered the Agincourt to proceed and 
join you from Malta ; and it is my intention, the moment the 
Sophie returns from Gibraltar, to order her on the late 
Weazle’s station, and trust the exertions of Captain Rosen- 
hagen,® with the assistance of the Halcyon, will keep the Gut 
perfectly clear of Privateers, and secure our Trade a safe 
passage through it. It will then become your object to direct 
the three Frigates to cruize very diligently outside the Straits, 
within the limits of the Mediterranean Station, for the pro- 
tection of our Commerce, and destruction of the Enemy’s Pri- 
vateers and Cruizers, which, I understand, are particularly 
destructive to our Trade passing the skirts of the station ; and 
you will direct (^aptaiu Briggs, upon the Agincourt’s joining, 
to cruize off Cape Spartel, in order to cover and protect our 
Commerce on its entrance into the Straits. The watching 

* Vide p. 400, ante. 

* Mr., afterwards Sir James Duff, British Consul at Cadiz. Vide vol. ii. p. 4b9. 

“ Captain Philip L. Roscnbageii; he was Posted in 1800, and died in April 1813. 
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L’Aigle, except to furnish me with the most early intelligence 
of her sailing, cannot be of consideration, as the whole of 
your force is certainly by no means equal to attack her with 
effect I am fully satisfied with your endeavours to destroy 
the French Privateer mentioned in your said letter, and am 
well aware that no one can act with more zeal for the Service 
than yourself. I approve of your returning to Gibraltar, and 
hope the stores in that Arsenal will enable you to refit the 
Medusa and Amphion with effect. I do not hear of the 
Halcyon : I hope Captain Pearse is kept on the alert. Do 
not suffer that Sloop to be a moment inactive, and acquaint 
me of her proceedings. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO WILLIAM MARSDKN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, 3r(l April, 1S(U. 

Sir, 

I have received Sir Evan Nepean’s letter of the 24th De- 
cember last, together with a copy of a letter from Mr. Secre- 
tary Yorkc® therein mentioned, suggesting that a notifieation 
should be made by me to our Consuls at the several Barbary 
States, of his Majesty’s expectation that the Vessels furnished 
with the new Mediterranean Papers should be respected, and 
signifying their Lordships’ direction to me to do as therein pro- 
posed. In answer to which, you will please to acquaint the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, in obedience to 
their Lordships’ direction, I have dispatched the Termagant to 
Tunis, with a notification to our Consul at that place, agree- 
ably to the instructions above mentioned, and also one to be 
forwarded by him to his Majesty’s Consul-General at Tripoli ; 
but I have not, for the present, deemed it proper to make any 
notification to the Dey of Algiers. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

® Mr. Yorke succeeded Lord Pelham as Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
inute, in August 1803. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Victory, April Cth, 1804. 

My dear Lord, 

I cannot allow Captain Layman^ to present himself before 
you without bearing my testimony to his abilities and active 
conduct during his command of the Weazle ; and I am sure 
his re-appointment to the Gibraltar station would give general 
satisfaction to the Hock, which you have always (and I con- 
tinue it) endeavoured to please. I am always, my dear Lord, 
most affectionately yours, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD BICKERTON, BART. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. ,‘)00.] 

7th April, 1801. 

As the Enemy’s Fleet has been out,® and may still be at sea, 
and as I should be very sorry to baulk their inclinations of a 
Battle by your superiority of numbers. You will, therefore, 
whenever I make the signal, haul from us to the Southward, 
furl your top-gallant sails so as not to be diseovered from the 
shore, and just keep sight of us from the masthead ; and make 


’ Captain Layman liavijig been acquitted by a Court-Martial of all blame for the 
loss of the Weazle, he was soon after a)>pointed to command the Raven Slooj), as will 
app(^ar from subsequent lottors. lu the Memoir of that OlHcJcr in Marshttll's “Naval 
Biography” (vol. iii. p. li'Zl) is the following passage : — “On the iind of April 1804, 
Nelson, then uuawaie of the disaster which had befallen his protege, wrote to a 
mutual friend, as follows; ‘I hope the Admiralty will conlirm Layman; for he is 
not only attached to me, but is, indeed, a very active Ciheer. It was his venturing 
to know more about India than Troubridge did, that nnule them look shy' upon him. 
His tongue runs too fast. I often tell him neither to talk nor write so much.’” 

® In his letter to Mr. Rose, written on the 8th April, (vide p. 488,) Lord Nelson 
said, that, in the preceding week, two Sjiil of the Idiic came outside Toulon, tuid 
that on Thursday the hth, in the afternoon, tliey all came out. On that day the 
Victory was oft' Cape Corse, on her w'ay to her station ulf 'roulon, and Lord Nelson 
appears to have been informed of the circumstance on the morning uf the 7tli, when 
he was rejoined by the Superb, Canopus, and Active. Chu'be and M‘Arthur (vol. ii. 
p. 3(50) say that Lord Nelson, when informing Mr. Frerc of these movements of 
the French Fleet, added — “ If they go on playing out and in, we shall some day get 
at them.” 
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the signal for your Division, (except Excellent, who is going 
towards Toulon,) and do you call in Belleisle, unless I should 
call her by signal to me. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE REVEREND ROBERT ROLFE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of the Reverend Robert Rolfe.] 

Victory, April 7th, 1804. 

My dear Mr. Rolfc, 

I am just favoured with your kind letter of January 5th, 
and you may be assured that if it is in my power, T will most 
assuredly promote Mr. Bedingfeld and if it should not, 
that I will leave him as a legacy to my successor. I must 
apprise you that we have no deaths in this fine climate, and 
the French Fleet will not give us an opportunity of being 
killed off. I am well aware of your obligations to Sir R. 
Bedingfeld, and of the pleasure it must afford to show your 
goodness of heart. I will not say all which I could on this 
subject. Remember me most kindly to your good mother, my 
Aunt and believe [me] ever, my dear Rolfe, your most 
affectionate cousin, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE ROSE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of the Right Honourable Sir George Rose, G.C.H,] 

Victory, April 8th, 1804. 

My dear Sir, 

I was favoured with your kind letter of December 15th, a 
few days ago. I have not as yet heard a word of the entailing 
the English pension ; and if common justice is done me, Parlia- 
ment ought to give me the ^1000 a-year that your Admi- 
nistration gave to Lords St. Vincent and Duncan ; but, if our 
reports are true about the King, very great alterations must 
take place. 

* Mr. Thomas William Bedingfeld, second son of Frank Bedingfeld, Esq., was 
distantly related to Sir Richard Bedingfeld, Bart. He was w'ounded in the hand 
in an attack made by the Boats of the Narcissus, Seahorse, and Maidstone, on some 
French Vessels in Hiferes Bay, in the night of the 11th of July 1804 ; was imme- 
diately made a Lieutenant, and died in July 1811. 

» Vide vol. i. pp. 17, 18. 



LETTERS. 


489 


il'T. 45.] 

We are on the eve of great events. Last week, at different 
times, two Sail of the Line put their heads outside Toulon ; 
and on Thursday the 5th, in the afternoon, they all came out. 
We have had a gale of wind and calm since; therefore, I do not 
know whether they arc returned to Port or have kept the sea. 
I have only to wish to get alongside of them with the present 
Fleet under my command ; so highly officered and manned, 
the event ought not to be doubted. That event shall, if 
possible, be useful to your recommendation. Captain Strachey, 
who I shall be glad of an opportunity of promoting. With 
many thanks for your obliging offers of service, for which I 
hope to thank you soon in London, believe me ever, my 
dear Sir, your much obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SOTIIERON, II.M. SHIP EXCELLENT. 

[Letter-Book. “ Monday, Otb April. At Noon, Cape Sicie bore N.W., distant 
five leagues, p.m. Amazon took possession of a ITencli Mereliant- brig between 
Cape Sepet and Porquerolle. Observed the batteries at Sepet firing at the Amazon, 
and that three Frigates came out of Toulon, and stood for the Amazon and her 
Prize. Donegal’s and Active’s signals made to close the Amazon. Observed four 
more of the Enemy’s Ships coming out of Toulon round Sepet; the Prize standing 
off the land for the Squadron. At (3*;J0, the Enemy’s Ships tacked, and stood into 
Toulon. Superb closed the Donegal, Active, and Amazon .” — Vivlorya Log.] 


Victoiw, off Toulon, 9th April, 1804. 

Sir, 

I am to desire you will proceed immediately with his 
Majesty’s Ship Excellent, under your command, (taking with 
you the Frigates named in the margin,^) to Rendezvous No. 
100, where you will remain until I shall join you with the 
Squadron, which will most probably be in three or four days 
from this date. You will detain the Argo, Agincourt, or any 
other Vessel of War or Transport which may come on the 
said Rendezvous, till my arrival; and every two days, or as 
often as you may, from circumstances or information, judge 
necessary, send two of the Frigates to reconnoitre the Enemy 
at Toulon. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


’ Active, Phoebe, Seahorse, Amazon. 
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TO J. B. GIBERT, ESQ., IlIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S CONSUL, 
BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, lOth April, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 24th ultimo, together with 
the one therein alluded to, transmitting a packet from Mr. 
Frere, and am very much obliged by your sending me the 
several French and Spanish Papers, with the four copies of 
the Courier dc Londres, which have all been received safe. I 
am aware that a Bill of Health is required from his Majesty’s 
Ships and Vessels using cither Barcelona or Rosas, and am 
sorry to observe that every difficulty and impediment is 
thrown in the way of our procuring the small supplies of 
bullocks and refreshments for the Fleet under my command, 
very unusual between two Nations in peace and amity. I trust, 
however, that Mr. Frere’s remonstrance with the Court of 
Madrid may do away the necessity of such Bill of Health, 
and also procure us more liberal supplies of bullocks, &c., 
free from the immense duties imposed on them. I enclose a 
letter to the Captain-General on the subject of the Captain 
of any of his Majesty’s Ships giving his word of honour, that 
his people are in perfect health and pratique, and ought to be 
received as such. You will, therefore, have the goodness to 
explain to the Captain-General, that the word of honour of 
the Captain of a British Man-of-War is as sacred as a 
Monarch’s, and equal to any Bill of Health from me. I am, 
with much respect, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO WILLIAM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, off Toulon, 10th April, 1804. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of the Active’s log 
on the 6th instant, and request you will be pleased to acquaint 
their Lordships that yesterday forenoon the Squadron under 
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my command stood close in with the entrance of Toulon 
Harbour and reconnoitred the Etjemy's force, the same as 
mentioned in my letter to Sir Evan Nepean of the 19 th 
ultimo. They are certainly, however, upon the alert, as an 
Admiral, with four Sail of the Line and three Frigates, came 
out in the evening, in order to rccai)ture a small Coasting- 
Vessel taken by the Amazon close under their batteries ; but 
finding her covered by the Donegal, Superb, and Excellent, 
they returned into Port. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extracts from “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. ii. p. 2C.] 

Victoiy, off ’roulon, April lOtli, 1801. 

The arnorins will go under the care of Captain Lay- 
man ; who, unfortunately, lost his Sloop : but, with much 
credit to himself, he has been acquitted of all blame. I 
rejoice that dear Horatia is got well ; and, also, that you, my 
dearest Emma, are recovered of your severe indisposition. In 
our present situation with Spain, this letter, probably, may 
never reach you. I have wrote fully; and intend to send 
them by the Argus, who I expect to join every minute. 
Elfi Bey, I hear, has had all his fine things taken from him. 
lie escaped into the Desert, and is pursued ; probably, his 
head is off, long before this time. The French Fleet came out 
on the 5th, but went in again the next morning. Yesterday, 
a Rear-Admiral and seven Sail of Ships, including Frigates, 
put their nose outside the harbour. If they go on playing 
this game, some day we shall lay salt upon their tails ; and so 
end the campaign of, my dearest Emma, your most faithful 
and affectionate. 

I am glad to hear that you arc going to take my dear 
Horatia, to educate her. She must turn out an angel, if she 
minds what you say to her ; and Eliza and Ann* will never 
forget your goodness. My health is so sol I shall get through 

* Ilis nieces, daughters of his sister, Mrs. Bolfoii. The former married the 
Reverend Henry Girdlestonc, and the latter died unmarried in October 1830. 
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the summer ; and, in the winter, shall go home. You will 
readily fancy all I would say, and do think. My kind love to 
all friends. 


TO TPIOMAS BOLTOxV, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of James Young, Esq., of Wells.] 

My dear Sir, victory, April llth, 1804. 

Your letter of October 23rd has only just reached me. 
Your letter for Sir William® shall be delivered when he joins 
the Fleet : he is now on his return from Naples. His conduct 
is such as not only merits my esteem, but also, that of all the 
Officers in the Fleet. If I knew where to place him to get 
some money, I sliould most gladly do it. I have given him his 
choice of station, but he rather wishes to keep at hand, in case 
of something turning up. As to vacancies, unless the French 
Fleet come out, I see no prospect of promotion ; but time and 
chance happeneth to all, and so it will to him, if he looks out 
sharp for good fortune. We have various reports here of the 
King’s illness; of the Invasion having been attempted, and 
failed, &c. &c. We shall never have a solid Peace until the 
Invasion is tried and found to fail. My state of health will 
certainly oblige me to return to England before next Christmas, 
and I shall always be happy in taking you by the hand, being 
ever, my dear Sir, your much obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN JOHN GORE, H. M. SHIP MEDUSA, OK THE SENIOR 
OFFJCER AT GlBRALTAPv. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, IStli April, 1804. 

Whereas it is a well known custom in the Service, that 
after the loss of a Ship or Vessel of War, the Captain, Officers, 
and Men (who survive) are always considered answerable for 
their conduct, and cannot be employed until they have been 
tried by a Court-Martial ; and, whereas, the four men named 

* Captain Sir William Bolton, of the Childers, nephew and son-in-law of Mr. 
Bolton, to whom this letter was written. 
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in the margin, have been very improperly detained on board 
the Amphion, You are hereby required and directed to cause 
the said four men to be discharged from the Amphiof*, and 
sent to the Victory by the very first opportunity ; and should 
either of the men named on the other side hereof be on board 
the Amphion, or any other of his Majesty’s Ships under your 
orders, you will also cause them to be discharged, and sent to 
the Victory in the manner above-mentioned, and also the 
seven men belonging to the late Wcazlc Sloop (who were sent 
to the Hospital), on their recovery. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL SUTrON, H.M. SHIP AMPHION. 


[Letter- Book. J 


Victory, at Sea, April, 1804. 

Dear Sir, 

As the people belonging to llis Majesty’s late Sloop 
Weazle ought to have been sent up for Trial with the others, 
I have sent an order to the Senior Officer at Gibraltar to 
direct their discharge from the Amphion, that they may be 
sent to the Victory by the very first opportunity. I am &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


P.S. — Should the order above-mentioned come to you, as 
Senior Officer, at Gibraltar, you will of course comply with it 
immediately. 


TO WILLIAM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 13tli April, 1804. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my order of yester- 
day’s date, for the survey of Lieutenant Robert Stupart,® of 
His Majesty’s Ship Triumph, together with a report of that 
Officer’s health in consequence ; and I am to request you will 


® Lieutenant Robert Stupart died between ISOrj and 1807. 



494 


LETTERS. 


[ 1804 . 

please to acquaint their Lordships, that as Lieutenant Askew^ 
has not yet joined the Triumph, Mr. Faddy continues acting 
in the room of Lieutenant Miller, as mentioned in my letter 
to you of the 20th ultimo, and as soon as Lieutenant Askew 
joins, I have given Mr. William Faddy an order to act in the 
room of Lieutenant Stupart, a copy of which, is herewith 
transmitted for their Lordships information, and trust, from a 
consideration of the circumstances stated in my said letter, 
respecting Mr. Faddy, their Lordships will be pleased to give 
him a Commission. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO MISS IIORATIA NELSON THOMSON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady ITainilton,” vol. ii. p. 107.] 

Victory, April lyth, 1804. 

My dear Horatia, 

I send you twelve books of Spanish dresses, which you will 
let your Guardian Angel, Lady Hamilton, keep for you, when 
you are tired of looking at them. I am very glad to hear, that 
you are perfectly recovered ; and, that you are a very good 
child. 1 beg, my dear Horatia, that you will always continue 
so ; which will be a great comfort to your most affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO CAIMAIN BENJAMIN IIALLOWELL, 11. M. SHIP ARGO. 

[Order Book.] 

Victory, at Sen, 11th April, 1804., 

You are hereby required and directed on your arrival at 
Gibraltar, to make the signal for, and take under your 
convoy and protection, all the Trade bound from thence to 
any part of the United Kingdom, and proceed with them as 
expeditiously as possible, consistent with their safety, off 
Cadiz, where you will also take under your convoy and 
protection all the Merchant-Ships at that place, bound for 

^ Lieuteuanl William Askew died in December 180-'^ : he was a brother of the 
present Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Askew, K.C.B., and of Captain Christopher 
Crakenthorp Askew, ILN. — J'ide Burke’s “History of the Landed Gentry,” p. 29. 
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England, and make the best of your way with them to thieir 
destination ; and, in order that the Convoy under your Com- 
mand may be sufficiently strengthened against L’Aiglc, or 
any of the Enemy’s Cruizers, You are hereby directed to order 
the Captain of the Agincourt to proceed in company with 
you from Gibraltar, and escort you twenty or twenty-five 
leagues to the Westward of Cadiz; and afterwards to return 
to Gibraltar, and follow my orders of the 20th ultimo, which 
he will find with Commissioner Otway at that place. You will 
also receive such money on board his Majesty’s Ship Argo, 
under your command, as the Merchants at Gibraltar and 
Cadiz may have to send to England ; but in receiving the 
money from the last-mentioned place, I must recommend 
great caution, and desire that you will take such measures for 
that purpose as may be perfectly consistent with the safety 
of the Trade which may be under your protection from 
Gibraltar. It may, therefore, be advisable to proceed in the 
Argo to Cadiz for the purpose above-mentioned, as well as 
for the bringing the Trade with you from that place, and leave 
the Agincourt to take the Convoy from Gibraltar off Cadiz, 
in order to its being joined by the Argo, on its appearance 
off Cadiz, and then proceed as before directed. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


10 WILLIAIM MAllSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Victory, at Sea, 14th April, 1804. 

Sir, 

I request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I have charged Captain 
Layman, of his Majesty’s late Sloop Weazle, with my Public 
dispatches for the Admiralty, and beg to recommend him to 
their Lordships as an Officer very deserving their patronage 
and protection. I am, Sir, &c., 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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» 

[The following Paper was written by Captain Layman, late of the Weazle Sloop, 
and transmitted to the Admiralty by Lord Nelson on the 14th of April, 1804. “The 
importance of a Cruizer in the Gut of Gibraltar, in a Naval and Commercial point 
of view, as well as the consideration of obtaining supplies for the Garrison, seems 
to require a particular description of Vessel to keep her station in a Channel confined 
to the space of eight miles, in which, exclusive of the wind and sea being often 
boisterous and turbulent, there are four strong tides, besides the current ; and, as to 
effect turning to the westward, against the wind, some tacks do not exceed one mile. 
It is pre.snmed that a fast-sailing Brig is the best description of Vessel for this service, 
and as she ought not only to be able to repulse but to take anything in the sliape of 
a Privateer, some of which have from twenty-two to twenty -six guns, with from 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred men, it would require her to be of such 
dimensions ns to be armed with eighteen J12-poundcr carronades, with sufficient 
space, abaft and forward, to mount a long 18-pounder to fire in all direotions ; and 
the better to prevent her being annoyed in a calm, and to enable her to pursue 
Privateers or Gun-boats, she should be fitted so as to pull thirty-eight sweeps and 
two skulls, the advantages of which were evinced in the Weazle. — 11. M. Ship 
Victory, April Ulth, 1804, W. Layman.” — From a Copy hi the Admiralty . "I 

[Autograph on the above Paper.] 

Victory, April lltli, 1804. 

I agree most perfectly in the propriety of having Vessels of 
the aforementioned description, stationed in the Straits of 
Gibraltar; and I know no man so fit to command one of them 
as Captain Layman, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE MASTERS OF THE MERCHANT SHIPS ZEPHYR, COURIER, 
OAK, AND HOPE, AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 14th April, 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received your Petition, dated at Gibraltar the 6th 
instant, stating, that you had for some time past been detained 
in the said Bay for want of Convoy ; in answer to which, I 
am to acquaint you that Captain Hallowell, of his Majesty’s 
Ship Argo, is directed to take the Ships you respectively 
command, and any others at Gibraltar, under his protection 
and convoy, and proceed with them to England as early as 
possible ; but I cannot, at the same time, help expressing my 
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astonishment at your detention at Gibraltar for want of Convoy, 
particularly as his Majesty’s Ship Monmouth sailed from that 
place on the 1st ultimo for England, and I am persuaded 
Captain Hart would have taken any Trade bound for the United 
Kingdom under his protection. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE SENIOR OFFICER OF IIIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AND 
VESSELS AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, nt Sea, 14tli Anvil, 1804. 

Sir, 

As I wish my Public dispatches in the charge of Captain 
Layman, of his Majesty’s late Sloop Weazle, to be forwarded 
to Government as early as possible, I am to desire you will 
(in case the Argo is sailed from England) immediately send 
a Vessel of War to Lisbon, with Captain Layman and the said 
dispatches; or in the event of none being at Gibraltar on his 
arrival, you will receive Captain Layman on board the Ship 
you command and proceed to Lisbon with him, with as much 
expedition as possible. Having so done, pursue the object of 
your former orders. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN GORE, II.M. SHIP MEDUSA, OR THE SENIOR OFFICER 

OF HIS majesty’s SHIPS AND VESSELS AT GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 1/ith April, 1804. 

Sir, 

As the Rendezvous of the Squadron under my command 
is particularly uncertain, and must ever depend upon circum- 
stances, I must desire that you will acquaint the Captains or 
Commanders of any of his Majesty’s Ships, Vessels, or Trans- 
ports ordered to join me, that they are to come to Rendezvous 
No. 97, under Cape St. Sebastians, mentioned on the inclosed 
Sheet of Rendezvous, where they will meet a Ship of War 
stationed for the purpose of falling in with Ships in search of 
me ; and you will acquaint them that they are on no account 

VOL. v. K K 
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or consideration to leave the said Rendezvous No. 97, but 
remain there for my further orders. I atil, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

N.B. — A letter of the same tenor and date as the above, 
inclosing a sheet of Rendezvous, sent to Commissioner Otway, 
Gibraltar. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART, SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 

[Aiitogi-apli, in the Colonial Office.] 

Victory, April Ifltli, 1801. 

My Lord, 

I have been honoured with your letter of January 7th, and 
it has given me most sincere pleasure that my whole conduct 
in my Command here has been such as to meet his Majesty’s 
approbation, and which it shall always be my study to deserve. 

Your Lordship will probably hear something of Sardinia 
through Mr. Elliot at Naples, and Mr. Jackson at Rome. I 
send your Lordship a copy of my last letter to Mr. Jackson. 
My line of conduct, in obedience to the spirit of his Majesty’s 
instructions communicated through your Lordship, has been 
simply this,* --to conciliate all, to protect all from French 
rapacity, — and I have the satisfaction to think that I have com- 
pletely succeeded. 

My eye is constantly fixed upon Toulon ; and I have no 
great reason to believe that the French will escape me, what- 
ever may be their destination : and it is with real pleasure I 
can state to your Lordship, and re([uest you will state it to 
the King, that no Fleet ever was in higher discipline, and 
health, and good humour, than the one I have the honour to 
command ; and whenever we tall in with the Enemy s Fleet, 
(if I do my duty,) the happiest result will, I may venture to 
say, accrue. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

The French Fleet safe in Toulon this day at noon. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD IIORART. 

[Autograph, iu the Colotiial Office.] 

Victory, April lUth, 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit your Lordship two letters 
from Ali Vizir, Pacha of Yanina. Captain Cracraft or Mr. 
Forest! have most probably seen him before this time. With 
respect to the Vessel, there must be some mistake in his 
Italian writer; but with regard to the Artillery-men, there 
can be none. Your Lordship will judge how far it would be 
proper to send them. I shall write to the Pacha about the 
Vessel. I think he can only mean a small handsome Vessel. 
Your Lordship is, I dare say, fully aware of the sort of inde- 
pendence this Pacha holds himself of the Porte, and that it 
has always been considered, that whenever he could get 
possession of the Suliotes, he would declare his independence, 
lie has now accomplished his object, and could hold the Morea 
in spite of all the power of the Porte ; but the times are 
also changed, and what he could have done easily ten years 
past, may now be difficult. The Russians, I fancy, resist any 
Power holding the Morea and European Turkey except them- 
selves. 

Your Lordship will judge of the Pacha’s present intentions, 
and whether he looks to us for support. I shall write him word 
that I have referred his letter to your Lordship. Of this we 
may be sure, that if we do not give him the two Artillery- 
men and the Vessel, the French will. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN LEWIS SHEPHEARD, II. SHIP THISBE. 

[Letter -Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, Htli April, 1804. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 3lst ultimo, acquainting 
me that you had detained a Greek Pohtcca Ship from Smyrna 
bound to Amsterdam, and that you had carried her into 
Valetta Harbour, under an idea that her cargo was Dutcli 

K K 2 
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property, which, I hope may prove so, to exonerate the 
detention. I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1st instant, acquainting me, that all the Convoy 
under your charge had arrived safe, except an armed Polacca 
belonging to Gibraltar. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO TAPTATN SCHOIMBERG, If. M. SHIP MADRAS, MALTA. 
[lietter-Book.] 

Viotorv, ftt Sea, 17th Anril, 1S04. 

Sir, 

1 have received your letter of the 17th ultimo, acquainting 
me, that Lieutenant Cantelo, of the Bombay Marine, had ar- 
rived at Malta, with dispatches for England, and that you had 
sent him on board the Agincourt to proceed to Gibraltar : 
also, that several Transports had arrived in the last (Convoy 
from England, that arc fit (with a little alteration) to receive 
Troops, that 3^011 had ordered them to victual and water for 
two months for their respective complements of Troops, and 
that embarkation for at least one thousand four hundred men 
is ready at a moment’s notice. In answer to which, I very 
much approve of every part of your conduct on this occasion; 
but trust this arrangement has not interfered with the sailing 
of the two coppered Transports to the Black Sea, under the 
charge of Lieutenant Woodman, as mentioned in m3" letter to 
Captain Lamb, of the 20th March last, and order, to Lieutenant 
Woodman, of that date. I am, also, to desire you will use 
every possible exertion in 3'our power, to collect all the 
Trade from the Levant and Adriatic, in order to proceed to 
England under the protection of the Agincourt and 11118110, 
the moment the former shall arrive at Malta from Gibraltar, 
where I have sent her to take in her lower-deck guns, previous 
to her proceeding on this service. The Thisbe is for the 
moment directed to follow the orders of (Captain Donnelly, to 
bring out Transports to the Fleet, and will return immediately. 
I have received information that there are three French 
Privateers (two of them Brigs) who have taken their station 
off Tunis, for the purpose of intercepting stragglers from 
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Convoys, or Runners. I must, llicretbrc, desire that you will 
pay all the attention to the destruction of tliese Privateers, 
which riiay be in your power, and at tlic same time eornmuni- 
cate this circumstance to Captain (h*acraft of the Anson, that 
he may also turn his mind to their capture. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


JO CAPTAIN SCIIOMIJERG, II. M. SHIP MADRAS. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory, iit Sea, IHli April, ISO-I. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 31st ultimo, acquainting 
me with the arrival of the Thisbe, with the Convoy from 
England mentioned on the list which accompanied your said 
letter, and that you had in consequence of directions from the 
Admiralty, communicated in Sir Evan Nepean’s letter of the 
21st December, ordered the Jalousc up the Adriatic with 
the Trade, and directed Captain Strachey to use his utmost 
exertions to collect the Ships left by the Morgiana, that they 
might arrive at Malta time enough to proceed with the 
Convoy for England ; acquainting me, also, that a great part 
of the guns and stores belonging to his Majesty’s late Sloop 
Raven, had been saved by Mr. Tough,” and that you had re- 
commended to him not to disj)0}5C of them, and that you should 
take the necessary steps to convey them to 3Ialta. In answer 
to which, I very much approve of your sending the Jalouse with 
the Trade up ^hc Adriatic, and also, with the measures you have 
taken respecting the conveyance of the stores saved from the 
late Raven Sloop to Malta, wdien 1 shall direct the Naval Officer 
to value them, and make the usual salvage for saving them. I 
approve of your having sent the Thisbe to pick up her strag- 
gled Convoy, and am glad to hear from Captain ShepheaixP 
that they have arrived safe. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* British Consul iit Ihili'iiuu. 

® Cnptrtiu Lewis yhcpheitrd ol' tlic Thisbe wiis Pusleil in (H’lobcr ISIO, and died 
hboiu isai. 
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lO LIEUTENANT ROBEKT CORNER.' 

[Autogi'aplj, in the possession of Peter Smith, Ksq.j 

Victory, Aiml 18th, lHf)4. 

Sir, 

If you arc the gentleman who was Second of the Terrible, 
and afterwards in tlic Victory, I remember you most perfectly. 
I am not aware of any opportunity offering for your removal 
into more active employ ; but, if you can effect an exchange 
into any Ship here, I can have no objections. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO NATHANIEL TAYLOR, ESQ., NAVAL STOREKEEPER, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victoiy, April 18th, 1804. 

Sir, 

Perhaps the hawser-laid rope of six and a half, six, five and 
a half, five, four and a half, and four, may if the hemp is good 
be relaid and made serviceable in our present great want of 
stores. I wish to talk to Mr. Lavrson about it, and if it can be 
done, it will be very desirable. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN HENRY RICHARDSON, H.M. SHIP JUNO. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, l<©th April, 1801. 

Sir, 

Although nothing can be greater than the necessity of his 
Majesty’s Ship Juno, under your command, keeping con- 
stantly on Rendezvous No. 97 ; and, although, in the absence 
of the said Ship, the Swift Cutter,* with dispatches from the 

' Lienteuant Robert Corner, who obtained that rank in 177!): lie died a Lieu- 
tenant about 18^0. 

• The Swift Hired Cutter, of eight four pounders and twenty-three men, under 
tJie command of l.ieutoiinm William Murtin Leake, who wiw killed in the Action, 
was captured by the French Xebec Privateer L’Esperance, of ten (juiih and iifty-fom 
men, in the Mediterranean, on the 8rd of April 1804. -lames says, (“ Naval His- 
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Admiralty, has been captured by the Enemy, without being 
able to save them, I cannot but approve of your conduct 
in quitting your station, and proceeding to the Bay of Rosas, 
to assist the Officers and people of the late llindostan but, I 
must recommend the strictest attention being had to keep the 
Juno on the said Rendezvous, to protect any Victualler, 
Transport, &c. from capture by the Enemy. I enclose you 
Rendezvous No. 102, being the present station of the Fleet, 
and am to desire you will acquaint any of his Majesty’s Ships 
or Vessels in search of the Squadron, that they will find me 
there, or orders for their further proceedings. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVJSOX, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Victory, April 19ih, 

My dear Davison, 

Whatever I might have had in the llindostan is gone, 
and also all our letters in the Swift Cutter. She was taken 
the 5th, and all our dispatches, letters, &e. &c., are gone to 
Paris. I have only had two dispatches sent me since my 
leaving England. One, the British Fair, was very near taken 
in the Gut. The Swift, of the force of twenty-three men and 
boys, is taken by a thing of fifty-three men and boys. How 
Government can think of sending Papers of consequence in 
such a Vessel I cannot imagine. I suppose we shall have a 
Book of intercepted correspondence,* with such additions as 

tory," vol. iii. p. 20:1) — “The Swift, it appejirs, was cnrryhig dispaiches to Vico- 
Admiral Lord Nelson off Toulon, but which, we vutlier think, lor very few, if any, 
paiticiilars have been published, were thrown overboard previously to tlie Cutter’s 
capture and adds, that “ it seems strange that important dispatches should be 
forwarded by a Vessel not equal to a Frigate’s Launch, when armed with her ear- 
ronade and proper complement of men.” 

’ The llindostati Store-Ship, Captaii- (or more properly Commander) John Lc 
Gros, caught fire, and was totally destroyed in the Thiy of Itosiis, on the 2nd of 
April 1804. Captain f.e Gros was “ honourably R<*quitted of any bhuiie, and the 
Court-Martial gave him great credit for his conduct in smothering the fire at a dis- 
tance of twelve leagues from the shore, which saved the lives of the Crew.” He 
died at Jersey, in 1807. 

^ Lord Nelson evidently alluded to an octavo volume which was published in 
Loudon in 1708, entitled, “Copies of Original Letters from the Army of General 
Buonaparte in Egypt, intercepted by the Fleet under the command of Admiral Lord 
iNelson,” 
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the ingenious head of a Frenchman can invent. Lieutenant 
Askew is safe on board the Triumph : he was fortunate to 
come up in the Thisbe. I see no prospect of my being useful 
to any one. I shall only repeat that I am ever, my dear 
Davison, your most obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have wrote to you before respecting paying poor blind 
Mrs. Nelson’s debts, if within the bounds of reason, and my 
fortune. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.IL 
[Autograph, iu the possession of Vicc-Ailmiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Victory, April lOth, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

The loss of the Hindostan has been great ; but from our care 
and attention, I may truly say, of every Captain in the Fleet, 
we shall get on for the summer. It is an accident, such 
a Ship must be liable to ; and if Captain Lc Gros’ account 
is correct (he is now on his Trial) he had great merit in 
the order in which the Ship was kept, and it must have 
arose from either some of the Medicine-Chests breaking, or 
from wet getting down, which caused things to heat. The 
preservation of the Crew seems little short of a miracle ; I never 
read such a Journal of exertions. 

Misfortunes seldom come alone. The J uno very properly, 
hearing of the accident, quitted her station off Cape St. 
Sebastians the very day the Swift was taken, or that would 
have been prevented. I send the account I have of that 
event to the Admiralty. I only hope that no dispatches of 
any consequence were entrusted in such a Vessel. Whatever 
they are, they are this day before Buonaparte. Every Jack in 
Diplomatic affairs is intrusted with a cipher, but an Admiral 
Commander-in-Chief is not. It will now be corrected. I 
am ever, my dear Lord, most affectionately yours. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson s Letters to Lady Mnmilton,” vol. ii. p. ‘iJ).] 

Victory, April lOtb, 1801, 

My dearest Emma, 

I had wrote you a line, intended for the Swift Cutter; but, 
instead of her joining me, I had the mortification, not* only to 
hear that she was taken, but that all the dispatches and let- 
ters had fallen into the hands of the Enemy ; a very pretty 
piece of work ! I am not surprised at the capture, but am 
very much so that any dispatches should be sent in a Vessel 
with twenty- three men, not equal to cope with any Row- 
boat Privateer. As I do not know what letters of yours arc 
in her, I cannot guess what will be said. I suppose, there 
will be a publication. The loss of the Hindostan, was great 
enough ; but, for importance, it is lost, in comparison to the 
probable knowledge the Enemy will obtain of our connexions 
with Foreign Countries ! Foreigners for ever say, and it is true 
— ‘ We dare not trust England ; one way or other, we arc sure 
to be committed !* However, it is now too late to launch out 
on this subject. Not a thing has been saved out of the Ilin- 
dostan, not a second shirt for any one ; and it has been by 
extraordinary exertions, that the people’s lives were saved. 

Captain Hallowell is so good as to take home for me, wine 
as by the enclosed list; and, if I can, some honey. The 
Spanish honey is so precious, that if [any one Ivds] a cut, or 
sore throat, it is used to cure it. I mention this, in case you 
should wish to give the Duke a jar. The smell is wonderful ! 
It is produced nowhere but in the mountains near Rosas. 
The Cyprus wine — one hogshead, was for Buonaparte, — I 
would recommend the wine-cooper drawing it otF: and you 
can send a few dozens to the Duke; who, I know, takes a 
glass every day at two o’clock, I wish I had anything else to 
send you ; but, my dearest Emma, you must take the will for 
the deed. 1 am pleased with Charlotte’s letter; and, as she 
loves my dear Horatia, I shall always like her. What hearts 
those must have, who do not! But, thank God, she shall not 
he dependent on any of them. 

Your letter of February 12th, through Mr. lalconet, I have 
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received. I know they arc all read ; therefore, never sign 
yonr name. I shall continue to write through Spain; but 
never say a word that can convey any information — except, of 
eternal attachment and affection for you ; and that I care not 
who knows ; for I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Poor Captain Le Gros had your Note to him in his pocket- 
book, and that was all he saved, 

Mr. Estc* left him at Gibraltar, and went to Malta in the 
Thisbe. Captain Le Gros is now Trying. I think it will turn 
out that every person is obliged to his conduct for saving their 
lives. She took fire thirteen leagues from the land. 


TO MISS CHARLOTTE NELSON.'" 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to I^ndy Ilnmilton,” vol. ii. i». 100.] 

Victory, April lOtli, IHOI. 

My dear Charlotte, 

I thank you very much for your kind letters of January 3rd 
and 4th ; and I feel truly sensible of your kind regard for that 
dear little orphan, Horatia. Although her parents are lost, 
3 ^et she is not without a fortune ; and I shall cherish her to 
the last moment of my life, and curse them who curse her, 
and Heaven hless them who bless her ! Dear innocent ! she 
can have injured no one. I am glad to hear that she is 
attached to you ; and, if she takes after her parents, so she 
will to those who are kind to her. I am ever, dear Charlotte, 
your affectionate uncle. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Now Dr. Lam]>toii Estc, who has been, and will again be mcjitioiied. 

* His niece, only daughter of the Reverend Doctor Nelson, nfterMards Earl 
Nelson. Miss Nelson married, on the 3rd of July IbOi, the Honourable Samuel 
Hood, now Lord Bridport. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART. 

[Autogiaph, in the Colonial Office.] 

_ Victory, April 19th, 1804. 

Private. 

My dear Lord, 

I rely with confidence that, although the Admiralty for 
ever send their dispatches, of whatever consequence, without 
the use of cipher, and trust to their being thrown overboard 
in case of capture, yet, as I know the other Departments of 
Government always use cipher if of importance, and although 
Admirals are never entrusted with ciphers, yet I rely that 
your Lordship would not trust any dispatch of consequence 
in a Vessel with twenty-three men, much less commit the 
interests and schemes of other Powers to such a conveyance. 
This is the only consolation 1 derive from all the dispatches 
being this day read by the First Consul ; I wish they were in 
his throat. I think a great deal on this matter, but it may be 
prudent to hold my tongue, except to sa^^, I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO WILLIAIM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADiMlRAT/rV. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty. 3 

Victory, at Sea, lOtli April, 1^04. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you the sentence of a Court-Martial 
held this day, on board his Majesty’s Ship Royal Sovereign, 
for the trial of Captain Le Gros, and the Officers and Com- 
pany of his Majesty’s late Ship Hindostan,® which you will 
please to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, for their information ; and at the same time acquaint 
their Lordships, that, from every information which I have 
received, the exertions of Captain Le Gros, his Officers, and 
Ship’s Company, in the late unfortunate business, deserve 
great commendation, and that to the cool and collected con- 

• Captain Le Gros, Urn Oflicevs, and Ship’s Company were honourably acquilted. 
Vide p. 498, ante. 
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duct of Captain Lc Gros, is to be attributed the preservation 
of their lives. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Inclosed is a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard 
Bickerton, (at the request of the Court,) respecting the con- 
duct of Mr. Banks, Acting-Lieutenant of his Majest^^’s late 
Ship Ilindostan, which I request you to lay before their 
Lordships, with a hope that they will grant him a Commis- 
sion for his very meritorious conduct, as there set forth.^ 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 
MAJESlVs NAVY, LONDON. 

. [Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, l!)th April, 1S(4. 

Gentlemen, 

The two Artificers named in the margin,” having been de- 
tained to attend as Evidence at the Court-Martial on Captain 
Lc Gros, the Officers and Company of his Majesty’s late Ship 
Ilindostan, are consequently prevented from proceeding to 
Malta with the others ; and understanding that the Artificers 
are entitled to certain privileges on their entering upon duty 
in that Yard, I am to acquaint you that I have ordered the 
Naval Officer at Malta to consider the said two men as arriv- 
ing with the others, and pay them the sum they would be 
entitled to in consequence, and reejuest you will be pleased to 
give the necessary directions to the Naval Officer accordingly. 
The conduct of all the Artificers on the late Hindostan’s acci- 
dent, was very meritorious, and met the entire approbation of 
the Court-Martial, particularly the two men above mentioned, 
whose exertions were very exemplary. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

' lu reply to this vecoDimeiidatioii, Lord Nelson was informed that Mr. Bimk« 
“ will he considered when an opportuuily offers.” Mr. Thomas Banks was made 
a Lieutenant on the ;Mrd of June, 1804 and died about IblO. 

• Samuel Follett, Thomas Rogers. 
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TO CAPTAIN THOMAS BRIGGS, H. M. SHIP AGINCOURT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 19th April, IBOt. 

You are hereby required and directed to return immediately 
with his Majesty’s Ship Agincourt, under your command, to 
Gibraltar, and on your arrival at that place, you will take such 
Trade as may be there ready to accompany you to Malta, and 
proceed with them, with all possible dispatch, consistent with 
their safety ; and on your arrival at Valetta Harbour, you will 
make the signal for, and take under your convoy and protection, 
all our Trade which may be collected there, from the Levant 
and Adriatic, and proceed with them as expeditiously after as 
possible, consistent with their safety, to Gibraltar, where you 
will also take all the Merchant-Ships bound to any part of the 
United Kingdom under your convoy, and proceed with them 
to England without delay : and as the Thisbc will be ordered 
also on this service, you will take that Ship under your com- 
mand at Malta ; and in the event of an}’^ of your Convoy 
being destined for Ireland, you will order Captain Shep- 
heard (when it shall be deemed proper to part company) 
to proceed with the Trade bound to Cork and the Bristol 
(Channel ; and after having seen them in safety to their destina- 
tion, you will direct the Thisbe to proceed to Plymouth or 
Portsmouth, as may be most expedient, and continue on your- 
self, with the rest of the Convoy, to Spithcad, dropping such 
as arc bound to Ports in the Channel on your way up ; and on 
your arrival there, you will acquaint the Secretary of the 
Admiralty thereof^ and transmit an account of your proceedings 
for their Lordships’ information. The protection of our Com- 
merce being an object of great importance, you are to pay the 
utmost attention to every Ship under your convoy, and on 
no account leave them exposed to the Enemy’s Privateers or 
Cruizers. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO WILLIAM MARSDEl^, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victorj% nt Sea, 20th April, 1801. 

Sir, 

In consequence of his Majesty’s Ship Kent having been 
reported to me in too leaky and unsafe a state to keep the sea 
in bad weather, I ordered the Captains of the Ships named in 
the margin,® together with their respective Carpenters, to 
proceed on board the Kent, and strictly examine into the 
state of her hull, beams, topsides, &c., in order to ascertain 
the real state and situation of that Ship. And I herewith 
transmit you the Report made to me yesterday in consequence, 
which I request you will lay before the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, for their information ; and at the same time, 
acquaint their Lordships that she this day proceeded to 
Naples, where I have directed her Captain to remain till 
further orders. The Gibraltar being greatly in want of 
cordage for running rigging, &c., I have directed Captain 
Ryves to purchase what may be absolutely necessary to put 
that Ship in a state for sea; having so done, to join me 
immediately, and I shall, as soon after os may be expedient, 
order her to Gibraltar to get the repairs their Lordships have 
directed, and hope by that time stores will have arrived from 
England for this purpose. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD RADSTOCK. 

[Autogi’apli, in the possession of Rear Admiral Lord Radstock, C.B.] 

Victory, April 20tli, 1804. 

My dear Lord, 

I have just received your kind note of February 2nd, saved 
from the Hindostan, and also your packet of Patriotic papers.* 
&c., w^hich you have been so good as to send me by Mr. 

® Superb, Victory, Canopus. 

’ This was probably a new edition of a small volume, called “ The British Flaf? 
Triumphant,” which I.ord Radstock had caused to be printed, at his own expense, 
in 1707, and circulated throughout the Fleet, coutuiniug the Despatches aunounciug 
all our gi*eat Naval Victories. 
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Moricr,^ who fortunately went up in the Thisbe (I suppose) to 
Malta. You and your friends, my dear Lord, have certainly 
the greatest merit in turning the minds of the people to a 
proper and true way of thinking. Without that precaution, 
arming them might turn to our destruction instead of pre- 
servation. I wish, on every account, I could announce to you 
the promotion of your son. If the Admiralty will allow me 
to follow my intentions, Granville'’ will be promoted next but 
one, and that one is Mr. Faddy, who was a child in the 
Vanguard when his father was killed. I have protected him 
ever since, and he served his time and passed last October. 
Your excellent heart will, I am sure, accord in this respect 
with mine. 

1 expect the French Ships from Ferrol, if they can escape 
our Squadron, and then, probably, they will fight us. Till 
then they will only try to escape this Squadron — certainly, I 
believe, the finest we have at sea. You will have heard they 
have been playing in and out of Toulon. They may carry 
their play further some day than they intend; and that it may 
be soon (before I am done up) is the sincere wish of, my dear 
Lord and friend, your ever most faithful and obliged, 

Granville has passed. Nelson and Bronte. 

2 ilolin [’liilip Mork*i‘, in .Decemb«*r had been aitpoiuted Cousul- 

CJoueral in Albania and the Morca. 

^ Oil the '^.')th of April, five days after the date of this letter, the Honourable Gran- 
ville (Jeorpe Waldeffrave (now Rear-Admiral Lord Radstock, C.13.,) was appointed 
Aeting-Lienteinuit of the Victory, vice Lieutenant Lackey, iinalided, and who died 
in October following. As Mr. Faddy had been appointed a Lieutenant of the 
Triumph on the Idtli of April, in the room of an Oirieer who had been invalided, 
luul as Lord Nelson was not sure of his being conlirnied by the Admiralty, he 
meant that he should reserve the first vacaney by death, or Court-Martial, which he 
had the right of filling up, f«)r Mr. Faddy, if necessary. To Lord Nidson's letter 
annouiKung Mr. Waldegrave’s appointment, (which, from a delicacy perhaps mis- 
taken, how'ever honourable to its present possessor, has not been communicated by 
'him to the Ihlitor,) J.ord Radstock thus feelingly rej)licd, on the ^J.’lrd of .Inly 18(U; 

“ The Board behaved very handsomely on this occasion, as a Commission was 
directed to he made out for my son the very day that yonv order made it.s appear- 
ance. Rut 1 eannot, my dear friend, pass over in silence whut you say of my son. 
Great os my joy was at your nolifiealion of his advancement, it w’as comparatively 
nothing to the delight I experienced on reading what yon say of him, both ns an 
Officer and a Man. 8ttcU commendation from such a man as yourself, is of that 
value, that no pen can describe. It will not only be an everlasting spur to bimsclf, 
but the sight of your letter (for it shall never perish in the family, if 1 can help it') 
shall fill the breast even of his son’s son with that noble fire, which can alone lend 
to glorious and immortal actions.”— in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO WILLIAM ArARSDElV, ESQ., ADMIRALTY, 
f Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Victory, at Sea, 20th April, 1804.. 

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that, in obedience to their direction, com- 
municated to me in Sir Evan Nepean’s letter, dated the 13th 
December last, I shall give a Commission to Mr. Silas Iliscutt 
Paddon,* to be a Lieutenant of his Majesty’s Sloop Halcyon ; 
but I have to express a wish that their Lordships had, at the 
same time, signified which of the Lieutenants of that Sloop 
Mr. Paddon was to supersede, as it leaves this very unpleasant 
business for me to determine. I shall, however, transfer that 
duty to the Commander of the said Sloop. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir \Yilliam Parker, Bart., O.C.B.] 

My dear Lord, victory, April 2 1st, i.soi. 

Mr. James,^ Lord (Camden’s nephew, has ‘delivered mo 
your letter ; but, from his total loss of clothes in the Hin- 
do.stan, he has desired to go to England, and upon consulting 
Captain Capel, who he has been with, I have consented, and 
have so wrote to Lord Camden. 

I have, in obedience to Admiralty order, signed a Com- 
mission for Mr. [Paddon] for the Halcyon, but I wish it 

* Mr. Silas Iliscutt Puddon had greatly distinguished himself in .Inly IHOO, when 
Midshipman of the Viper Cutter, in her Boat, with only 12 hands, under Lieutenant 
Coghlan, in hoarding and capttiring the French Gun-hrig Cerhi re, with a crew of 
H7 men, when he received six wounds. An account of that affair, tlie intrepidity 
of whicli induced J.ord St. Vincent to present Lieutenant Coghlan (who died a 
Post Captjiin, and a Companion of the Bath) with a handsome sword, will he found 
in .James’s “Naval History,” vol. iii. p. 4.'). Mr. Paddon was coiilirmed as a 
Lieutenant on the 20ih Aj)ril, 1801 ; hr.t that gallant and zealous Officer, though 
often actively employed, {Thid., vol. v. p. 20,) did not obtain his present rank of 
Commander until March 1820. 

^ Mr. John James, second son of Sir Walter James Janies, Bart., hy Lady Jane 
Pratt, youngest daughter of Charles first Earl Camden. Air. James’s ill health 
obliged him to leave the Navy, and he was afterwards Secretary of Embassy and 
Minister Plenijiotentiary at the Court of the Netherlands. He died in .June 18 14, 
leaving a son, now Sir Walter James, Bai-t. ; and his widow, Lady Emily, danghler 
of Robert first Marquis of Londonderry, married, secondly, in 1821, the Right 
Honourable Sir Henry Ilurdinge, O.C.B., the present Governor-General of India. 
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had been mentioned which Lieutenant he was to supersede. 
One is an eleve of the Duke of Clarence, the other a very 
meritorious Officer, Nephew to Captain Donnelly of the 
Narcissus. I am ever, my dear Lord, yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

We have now had a forty-eight hours' gale, and no signs of 
its abating. 


TO WILLIAM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY, 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, * Victory, at Sea, 2“^nd April, 1S04. 

I herewith transmit you a letter from Captain Le Gros of his 
Majesty’s late Ship Hindostan, which I request you will please 
to communicate to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
and, at the same time, acquaint their Lordships that, in 
addition to Mr. Edward Gayner’s honest and honourable 
dealings in supplying the Fleet with wine and other necessary 
refreshments, which can be procured from no other person at 
Hosas, every Officer in the Squadron is infinitely indebted to 
him for his great care and attention in executing their private 
commissions as well as their public transactions ; and it is but 
justice to state, that Mr. Gayner has on every occasion fur- 
nished us with articles prohibited by the Spanish Government, 
without a motive of pecuniary reward, from want of which 
the Ships’ Companies would have felt a severe loss: therefore 
beg to mention him to their Lordships as a person very 
deserving of some consideration for his great exertions for the 
Public service.® I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO I.ADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. ii. p. 31. On the ^3rd 
of April, St. George’s day, 1804, a promotion of Admirals took place, when Lord 
Nelson became a Vice-Admiral of the White— the highest rank he ever attained.] 

My dearest Emma, victory, April •^3rd, iBoi. 

Hallowell has promised me, if the Admiralty will give him 
leave to go to London, that he will call at Merton. His spirit 

® The Lords of the Admiralty consequently presented Mr. Gayner with a silver 
Clip, value one hundred guineas. 

VOL. V. 


L L 
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is certainly more independent than almost any man’s I ever 
knew ; but, I believe, he is attached to me. I am sure he 
has no reason to be so to either Troiibridge, or any one at the 
Admiralty. I have sent, last night, a box of Maraschino 
veri labile of Zara, which I got Jemmy Anderson to buy for 
me, and twelve bottles of Tokay. I have none for myself — 
being better pleased that you should have it. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Hallowell parted last night ; but, being in sight, I am send- 
ing a Frigate with a letter to the Admiralty. 

May God Almighty bless you, and send us a happy meeting. 


TO CAPTAIN RYVES, H.M. SHIP GIBRALTAR, AT NAPLES. 
[lietter-Book.] 

gil*. Victory, at Sea, 20th April, 1804.. 

As Seamen’s beds and hammocks are very much wanted for 
the Fleet, and as, from the loss of the late Ilindostan, a supply 
from England cannot be expected for many months, I am to 
request you will use every means to find out whether beds 
can be procured at Naples, the price and quality thereof, and 
also, upon what notice any number, from one to two thousand 
beds, may he had. You will also make inquiry if any cotton, 
&c., can be purchased for hammocks— the price per yard, 
and what quantity may be had for this purpose. It would, 
therefore, be advisable to bring a bed complete, with a sample 
of the cotton. The price of the former, I think, ought not to 
exceed fourteen or sixteen shillings each. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, April 26th, 1804. 

My dear Sir, 

I have been duly honoured with your Excellency’s letters by 
the Belleisle and Childers, and feel very much obliged by 
your communication of the very interesting news from the 
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various Powers on the Continent. It must, if they are induced 
to move, be for our advantage — that is, I mean against France, 
and for their own future peace and quietness. If Austria and 
Russia submit to the invasion of the German Territory,^ the 
two young Emperors deserve the worst which can happen. 
You will be sorry to hear of the loss of the Hindostan with 
all our stores ; but this being an accident which no human 
precaution could prevent, I must turn my mind to do without 
them, and I dare say I shall do tolerably the summer. But 
the capture of the Swift Cutter of four or six guns and 
twenty-three men, with all the Dispatches, is a loss which ages 
cannot do away, I only hope, but I have my great fears, that 
not only the secrets of our own Country arc exposed, but that 
perhaps Naples, Russia, Sardinia, and Egypt may be men- 
tioned. How the Admiralty could send out such a Vessel is 
astonishing! I wish it to be known at Petersburg and Con- 
stantinople, in case any plan has been agreed upon by our 
(Courts, for the French will, of course, strike a blow instantly. 
Naples will keep on her guard, for we must prepare for the 
worst which may have happened. It has made me very 
uneasy and unwell. 

The Gibraltar is ordered by the Admiralty to be refitted, 
and, therefore, I have sent the Kent, who is to go home in 
July, being unable any longer to encounter our dreadful 
weather oflP Toulon. As you will see, she is a very fine Ship, 
and fully equal to convey any important freight to Sicily. I 
send your Excellency a secret order in case of need. 

The Argo is just sailed for England. You know she is 
from Egypt. Captain Hallowell thinks the French are destined 
for that Country. I have not heard from England officially 
since January, and I only wish they had kept their letters in- 
stead of trusting them in such a Vessel. You will find Captain 
Malcolm a very intelligent, good Officer. 1 am ever, my 
dear Sir, your most faithful and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


’ Vide p. po^t. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT* ESQ. 

[Original, in the Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, SiCtli April, 1S04. 

Lord Nelson presents his compliments to Mr. Elliot, and 
transmits herewith an order to Captain Malcolm of the Kent, or 
the Senior Officer of his Majesty’s Ships in the Bay of Naple^ 
which Mr. Elliot will have the goodness to deliver, should it 
become necessary ; and also, to forward the accompanying 
letter to Mr. Jackson at Rome. 


TO CAPTAIN PULTENEV MALCOLM, H. M. SHIP KENT, OR THE 
SENIOR OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS IN THE BAY' OF 
NAPLES, 

[Original, in tlic Elliot Papers.] 

Victory, nt Sea, QOtli April, 1804. 

Most Secret and Confidential. 

You are hereby required and directed, on this order being 
delivered to you, to receive on board, or to convoy them if 
they embark on board tlieir own Ships, the King, Queen, and 
Royal Family of Naples, to Palermo, or such other place as 
the King may choose to proceed to, and you will afford every 
protection and assistance to all those who may wish to follow 
their Majesties (and that they approve of). 

And you will also receive his Majesty’s Minister and Suite, 
and afford such other protection as in your power to all 
British subjects and their property, as the urgency of the case 
may require. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH ELLIOT, ESQ. 

[Aiilograpli, in the Elliot Papers.] 

My dear Sir, victory, April iJdth, 1801. 

I am obliged by your suggestions relative to supplying the 
Fleet with bullocks and vegetables, but the distance is too 
great to render such a supply certain. It could not be by 
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Neutrals; for they would soon be taken, and the expense 
would be enormous. I must do as well as I can. I want 
small Vessels; but instead of the Admiralty increasing my 
numbers, they arc daily diminishing. It would be most 
desirable to hear from you every week ; for events of great 
importance may be expected every day to arise ; but I have 
them not. I must finish ; for a gale of wind is coming on, 
and the Kent must part company. I do not think I can 
possibly write Mr. Jackson at Rome. Pray, say so for me ; 
and that the King of Sardinia need not fear I shall force 
Troops upon his Territory. Ever, my dear Sir, yours faith- 
fully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO J. B. GIBERT, ESQ., IIIS MAJESTY’S VICE-CONSUL, 
BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vktory, at Sea, April, lS()4. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 7th instant, acquainting 
me with the capture of the Swift Cutter by the French 
Privateer Esperance, and trust, as the French prisoner landed 
from the Seahorse, at Rosas, w^as insisted upon by the Spanish 
Governor, as free from that moment, that you have, in like 
manner, insisted upon and obtained the freedom of the Swift 
Cutter’s Crew, (in the event of their having been landed,) and 
put them on board his Majesty’s Ship J uno, as the sending Sea- 
men to Gibraltar is not only attended with great inconvenience, 
but contrary to my wish respecting them. I have also to ac- 
knowledge your letter of the fifth instant, with the circular one, 
therein mentioned, from Mr. Hunter, forbidding the sale of 
English Vessels (captured by the French) in any of the Ports 
of Spain, together with the French Papers which accompanied 
your said letter, for which I am very much obliged, as well as 
by the information respecting the King’s recovery, and the 
political circumstances of news from Paris. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO EDWARD GAYNER, ESQ., ROSAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sil»j - Victory, at Sea, JiOtli April, ISO!. 

I have received your letter of the 4th instant, sent by 
Lieutenant Tailour,® of his Majesty’s late Ship Hindostan, 
giving an account of the total loss of that Ship by fire, that 
you propose examining the remains of that Ship to see 
whether anything can be got out, and that, from the exertions 
and assistance of Neapolitan divers, several articles of stores 
might be recovered, upon allowing them a salvage upon what 
they deliver ; and also acquainting me that you had agreed to 
pay Pera Marti the sum of two hundred Spanish hard dollars 
for bringing Captain Le Gros’s letter, and other intelligence 
to the Fleet. In answer to which, I am very much obliged by 
the kind attention , you have paid to Captain Le Gros, the 
Officers and Company of the late Hindostan, and very much 
approve of every means being tried to save any article of 
stores belonging to the said late Ship, for which such salvage 
shall be made as may be judged proper. I must beg you will 
be good enough to make up and transmit me your account of 
the said two hundred dollars, with any other expense which 
you may have been at on this late occjision, that I may order 
it to be immediately paid. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SIR JOHN ACTON, BART., NAPLES. 

[From Clarke nud M‘ArtIiiir, vol. ii. p. 301.] 

‘40th April, 1804. 

The Emperor of Russia will, I hope, get his Troops into 
Italy. The insult offered his Father-In-Law, cannot, if there 
is any spirit in a young Emperor, be overlooked;* and I should 

• Lieutenant John Tailour wa.s First Lieutenant of the Hindostan. He was 
made a Commander for his gallant services, in November 1800, became a Post 
Captain in October 1813, and died on the 1st of May 1H40. 

» Oil the ITith of March 1804, the Duke d'Enghien wns seized by a body of 
French Cavalry at Ettenhcim, in the Klcctonife of Baden, taken to F’aris, tried by 
a Militai-y Coniini^^sion, and shot, 'fho Emperor Alexander having married a 
daughter of Charles Lewis, eldest eon of Charles Lewis Frederic, Elector of Baden, 
the insult was ofl’ered, not to his fathcr-iu law, but to the father of that personage. 
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also hope the Austrian eagle is not humbled. If the Emperor 
submits, it is not difficult to see that the Imperial diadem will 
be removed from that family. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RESPECTIVE CAPTAINS. 

[Aatogi’aph draught in the possession of James Young, Esq., of Wells, and 
from a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Victory, at Sea, 28th April, 1804. 

Memorandum. 

As it is my determination to attack the French Fleet in any 
place where there is a reasonable prospect of getting fairly 
alongside of them, and as I think that in Ilicres Bay, Goiiijeaii 
Bay, Port Especia, Leghorn Roads, Ajaccio, and many other 
places, opportunities may offer of attacking them, I therefore 
recommend that every Captain will make himself, by inquiries, 
as fully acquainted with the above-mentioned places as pos- 
sible — viz., for Hieres Bay, the Petite Passe, Grande Passe, and 
Passage from the Eastward ; Gourjean Bay, (of which I send a 
Chai’t from the latest surveys made,) Port Especia,. and, in 
particular, the Northern Passage into Leghorn Roads, from 
which side it is only, in my opinion, possible to attack an 
Enemy’s Fleet to advantage ; and with the Gulf of Ajaccio. 

In going in to attack an Enemy’s Fleet, it is recommended, 
if possible, to have the Launch out, and hawsers and stream- 
anchors in her ; and, with any other Boats, to lay out of gun- 
shot, ready to act as circumstances may require. Ships, in 
bringing up, will anchor as the Captains may think best, from 
circumstances of wind and weather, and the position of the 
Enemy ; but I would recommend strongly having the four 
large anchors clear for letting go; because I know, from 
experience, the great difficulty, with crippled masts and yards, 
getting an anchor over the side ; and it is probable that it may 
be necessary to remove the Ship after an Action, and to leave 
some of her anchors behind. The Ships will anchor in such 
a manner as to give each other mutual support for the destruc- 
tion of the Enemy. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

A Chart of Gourjean Ba\ to be delivered to each Line-of- 
Battle Ship. 
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TO 

[Autograph, in the possession of James Young, Ksii., of Wells. Neither the 
name of the Officer to whom this letter was written, nor its date, has been ascer- 
tained. It is inserted in this place, from its appearing to relate to the previous 
Memorandum, though it may pcrhajis have been written at a different time.] 

My dear Sir, 

I scrawl this from recollection : but you may rely upon it I 
have beat [in], in the Captain in the Night, and gone in, in gales 
of Westerly wind. The approaching Leghorn must be regulated 
by what may call our attention. If the French Fleet is in the 
Southern anchorage you can certainly get within gun-shot of 
them, and perhaps if they are anchored amongst the Knowls 
alongside of them ; and at all events you secure a safe retreat 
for our crippled Ships, for it would be impossible for a crippled 
Ship with the wind at W.S.W. or even West to clear the shore 
to the Southward of Leghorn, and if you are sure of passing 
over the Knowls after an Action, you arc sure of a safe and 
smooth anchorage. Be so good as to return me this paper 
when copied, as I may add something to it, and at all events 
it will save me the trouble of writing another. Ever yours 
faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


DIRECTIONS FOR LEGHORN ROADS. 
r.\iitograph in the possession of James Y’oiing, Esq., of Wells.] 

The Knowls arc shifting in a space of a mile (at least) from 
the Mazocco to the Malora. 

The whole shoal of the Malora is surrounded with Knowls, 
particularly to the South and North ends : therefore, must be 
approached with caution. You have from twelve fathoms to 
five at one cast of the lead, and from nine fathoms I have 
known Ships strike. 

The mark for being clear of the Malora North end is the 
Guard-House on the Beach, (which has one window to the 
Westward), on with the last hillock of the nearest ridge of 
mountains. 

If the weather is hazy and the mountains cannot be seen, 
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bring the Guard-House called Mezzo Spiago to bear E.S.E. 
by Compass, which will clear you of the North end of the 
Malora. 

If the weather is so hazy that the Guard-House cannot be 
made out, you may steer with safety towards the Mouth of 
the Arno : there is no danger in approaching the shore, and 
you will naturally in such weather haul to the Southward, or 
approach the shore with caution. 

The leading mark for running in, is the Light-House, on 
with the further point of Monte Nero, as laid down in the 
Chart. 

In working in, if you can make out the Church of Monte 
Nero, which is difficult for a stranger, as it has no steeple and 
looks like a long Barn in a clump of trees, the mark is per- 
fectly safe in standing towards the Malora. In standing to 
the shore to the Northward of the Knowls and the Mazocco 
(a high white building exactly resembling a Light-House) you 
may safely stand in \mtil the Light-House forms an Island^ but 
the soundings are towards the shore so gradual that you may 
trust to your lead, 

TO CAPTAIN FRANK SOTHERON, 11. M. SHIP EXCELLENT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, ‘iSth April, 1804. 

Having ordered the Honourable Captain (yapel to cruize 
with the Ship and Sloops named in the margin," between the 
Levant Islands, and the head of the Gulf of Frejus, you are 
hereby required and directed to proceed immediately in his 
Majesty’s Ship Excellent, under your command, towards the 
Gulf of Frejus, where you will fall in with some of the said 
Vessels ; and on doing so, you will direct the whole to join 
you immediately on Rendezvous No. 102, where you will 
continue till the return of the Squadron from Rendezvous No. 
97, under Cape St. Sebastians, to which place I shall proceed 
this evening, in order to receive the Thetis Transport with 
wine from Rosas, and immediately after return to the first 
mentioned Rendezvous. Should the wind come from the 


• Phoebe, Niger, Lhilders, Termagant. 
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Eastward, the Camel eon may soon be expected to join ; You 
will, therefore, send the Childers and Cameleon to me with 
all dispatch, off St. Sebastians, as they are wanted for par- 
ticular service, and also any other Vessel which may join you 
in search of the Squadron. If the wind is Westerly, the Ships 
and Vessels which may join you are to remain on Rendezvous 
No. 102, as my absence from that place will be but for as short 
a time as possible. As the Active, Amazon, and Narcissus, are 
ordered to join on. Rendezvous No, 102, you will, so soon as 
you have a sufficient force of Frigates, order Toulon to be 
reconnoitred as often as, from circumstances of the Enemy’s 
motions, you may find necessary.; and in the event of their 
sailing from Toulon, you will use every effort to communicate 
the same to me as early as possible, and join me in the 
Excellent without delay, leaving some Vessel of War on 
Rendezvous No. 102, for the purpose of acquainting any 
Ship in search of me with an account of the Enemy’s sailing, 
and where it is probable they may find me. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO RICHARD FORD, ESQ., AGENT VICTUALLER TO THE FLEET. 


[Letter-Book.] 


Sir, 


Victory, at Sea, 28tli April, 1801. 


In answer to your letter of the 16th instant, I have ordered 
120 empty wine-pipes from the different Ship.s, and sent them 
by the Seahorse for the purpose of holding the remainder of 
the last 200 pipes contracted for from Mr. Gayner, which you 
will order to be filled as early as possible, that they may be in 
readiness to come by the next Vessel sent for the brandy. As 
I take it for granted that you have the 290 pipes of wine on 
board the Thetis, I have ordered her to join me without a 
moment’s loss of time ; and must desire, as the Squadron may 
soon go where fresh provisions can be had, that you will join 
me in the Seahorse, which convoys the Thetis to the Fleet, as 
they cannot be supplied with the necessary refreshments with- 
out your being on the spot. 

Reed, on 
R. R. No 

9 - , • 
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TO WILLIAM MARSDEN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory, at Sea, 20th April, 1804.. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain White, 
of his Majesty’s Ship Renown, together with the list of 
Proctors’ fees, charged in the Vice-Admiral ty Court of Malta, 
on the condemnation of La Babienne, a French Bombard ; and 
request you will be pleased to move their Lordships to lay the 
said letter and inclosure before the Admiralty Solicitor, in 
order that it may be correctly ascertained whether the half fees* 
of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Malta, upon so small an 
amount, are consistent with the charges, on similar occasions, in 
the Admiralty Court of England, and transmit the same to me, 
for the information of Captain White, and the other Com- 
manders of his Majesty’s Ships upon this station, who consider 
these charges as very high and exorbitant. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

* Sic. Query, heavy fees ? 
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